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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It is a natural and laudable desire to know the 
principles, character and services of our ancestors. 
Curiosity may induce us to read the history of 
other countries, and to learn the customs, opinions 
and character of the inhabitants ; and some useful 
information maybe thus acquired; affording infor- 
mation and admonitions, which merit attention for 
the conduct of life. But a knowledge of the princi- 
ples and chai:saoHCi^;of*.q.ur.apc.e6te|S{ by whose insti- 
tutions, litera*ry<^ ^olftidal, tfnd rdtgODUs, the present 
and coming geneititions: ^Cf^, tn*Ja great measure, af- 
fected, or to b.e*SiTfjfetr(feflj|*is fer more important. 
Changes in socieCy;.WtKj»:yiew to improvement, 
may be expected ; for mankind do not long pause at 
the point already reached. The great aim of human 
effort is progress — and yet a reference to the con- 
dition and state of former generations may fur- 
nish lessons for good, to a subsequent one. In the 
present volume, the desire has been to give the char- 
acter and state the opinions and services of the pat- 
riots of the Revolution, as well as of the original 
founders of New England ; some of the most dis- 
tinguished Clergymen in every period of its history: 
and of men in more private life, who, by their 
writings or inventions, have been useful in the 
Commonwealth. 
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ABBOT, Re^, ABIJ&JL:B,:D^,'.w^s/)[ a very re- 
spectable family^otiAndttyeriVwijicJi/in. its diflFerent 
branches,, has fiuriijsjigil Jiiany. iMieful and learned 
instructors of youth,; *iii(^^etesrgyQi^n, in Massachu* 
setts and New Hampshire.;* \yhile.at the University, 
Mr. Abbot had the:reim^s(ik>a'(^*;a diligent student 
and a good scholar.*" He early chose to enter the 
clerical profession; and in less than three years 
after he left the University, he was ordained as the 
pastor of the first Congregational Church and Society 
in Haverhill, in Massachusetts. He was a popular 
and useful preacher. His great aim was to insti^uct 
and to impress his hearers ; and yet his. sermons 
were well studied. His compositions were correct, 
and sometimes elegant and ornamented. His style 
was such as to please both the man of letters and 
the common class of people. He was evangelical, 
but not technical or scolastic. He generally was 
reckoned among Unitarians ; but did not adopt all 
their peculiar opinions. He was candid and concil- 
iating, but could not justly be called a trimmer. His 
amiable temper and bland manners recommended 
him to all classes of persons *, and the benevolence of 
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his heart was evident to all who often associated with 
him. After being several years at Haverhill, he be^ 
came pastor of the first Church and Society in Bev- 
erly, where he remained sometime, till he fell a victim 
to disease in 1729, at the age of fifty-seven. Several 
of his occasional sermons were pubHshed ; and are 
unsurpassed by very few similar productions of his 
clerical brethren'. Some of them were particularly 
designed for seamen. There is nothing of a contro- 
versial spirit discovered in them. It was his wish to 
avoid controversy in addressing a common audience, 
which needed plain and practical preaching, '' rather 
than vain disputations." Mr. Abbot was anxious to 
see more union among Christian ministers, and all 
other Christian professors : and he labored much in 
his day, byl^^fik^djdyandra^ec^iuQgiodating spirit to 
effect it; buriadi^littfje siV&|gss.;::/!Bhcre are alwdys 
some men in the-Christian jqbiircli who prefer the 
Shibboleth of party.*tt) tbi^j^r^: of the gospel. Dr. 
Abbot's letters, ijam j' C^lja, . ^ere published, and 
several occasionst $isc^t«^>|%^(£were well received. 



• •< 



ABBOT, Rev. ABIEL D. D. a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1787, and now the pastor of a 
Congregational Church in Peterborough, New Hamp- 
shire, at the age of seventy-five, is a relation of the 
afore-named ; a learned theologian and of a most 
Christian temper and character. And Benjamin 
Abbot, L L. D. for fifty years the able and popu- 
lar principal of Phillips's Academy, at Exeter, New 
Hampshire, is a brother : highly respectable, not 
only as a scholar, but as a member of society, a 
citizen and a Christian. He received his degree in 
Harvard College in 1788. But is still living. 

ABBOT, Rev. HULL received his public educa- 
tion in Harvard College with the class of 1720 ; and 
in 1724 was ordained dver the Church in Charles-- 



r 



HULL ABBOT. 6 

town. He remained in the pastoral office in that 
town for fifty years, and until his decease, in 1774, 
at the age of seventy-two. Mr. Abbot had the repu- 
tation of an able theologian, and of an affectionate 
and faithful pastor. At that period, as well as since, 
the clergy in New England were well educated and 
exemplary : no one has enjoyed a high reputation in 
the ministerial office, as he did, who was not a good 
scholar and a faithful, devoted pastor. His whole 
time was given to the duties of his sacred profession. 
Learning and piety were alike indispensable in the 
clergy, " who were set for the defence of the gospel ; " 
who were required " to be able to teach others, and 
to convince gainsayers." The voluntary under- 
taking of the office of a Christian teacher was a proof 
that he who assutx^ed it felt the importance of re- 
ligion. And as the fathers in the Church had a deep 
conviction of the necessity of learning in those of 
the clerical character, they did not ** lay hands " on 
the illiterate or immoral. Prom the early settlement 
of New England to the present time even, the con- 
gregational ministers have been as good scholars and 
as able theologians as the clergy in England, wheth- 
er DLssenters or of the established Episcopal church. 
It has sometimes been supposed that the clergy 
were unduly revered, and that their influence was 
too great, in former generations. In some instances, 
no doubt, they have assumed and exercised more 
authority than reason or scripture would justify. 
Like 6ther men, they are fond of power ; and in some 
ages and countries they have " lorded it over God's 
heritage." And where the people are very ignorant 
they will bow to the dictation of their priests, how- 
ever unjust or unreasonkble it may be. But in New 
England, the clergy have always been respected ac- 
cording to their learning, and their devotion to the 
duties of their profession. More than in most other 
countries^ the laity here think for themselves in 
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religious as well as political affairs. Men of learning^ 
of every profession, in a community should haye 
influence ; but if they assume more than their 
superior knowledge or their experience my justly 
claim for them, there can be no fear that the people 
will submit. 

ABBOT, Rev. JACOB was of the Andover fam- 
ily, and received his education in Harvard College 
with thC' class of 1792. He was settled in 1795 
over the church and society in Hampton Falls, in the 
State of New Hampshire, as successor of Dr. Lang- 
don, who was sometime president of Harvard Uni- 
versity. Mr. Abbot had the character of an able 
and faithful minister of the gospel ; than which 
there is none more important qr truly honorable 
among men ; as by the influence of divine truths 
which they teach, they " show unto men the way of 
eternal life." He possessed much of the spirit of 
the early clergy in New England; " a spirit of 
love, of power and of a sound mind." In his theo- 
logical inquiries and researches, he exercised a proper 
degree of independence ; at the same time, he made 
the doctrines of Christ and of his inspired apostles 
the standard and rule of faith ; and yielded not to 
new systems of speculative and visionary men, who 
assume to be equally wise in divine and spiritual 
things as was Jesus of Nazaieth ; *' whom God 
sanctified and sent into the world " to teach his holy 
will ; and who prefer to follbw their own imaginations 
rather than the written word of Jehovah. Mr. 
Abbot died in 1833, at the age of sixty-four. His 
death was sudden, being drowned in attempting to 
cross a pond at Windham in New Hampshire, where 
he resided the latter part of his life. 

ABBOT, Rev. JOHN EMERY was a son of 

Benjamin Abbot, the precepter of Phillips^s Academy 
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in Exeter, New Hamsphire. He received his aca- 
demical education in that seminary; and entering 
Bowdoin College he was there graduated in 1810. 
He ranked among the best classical scholars then in 
the college. Soon after taking his degree, he enter- 
ed on the regular study of divinity, and was ordain- 
ed over a congregational church and society in 
Salem, which had been under the pastoral care and 
instruction of Rev. /Thomas Barnard, D. D* No one 
of his age and time was more esteemed than Mr. 
Abbot, either for literary acquirements or an amiable 
disposition. He was liberal in his views on specu- 
lative points of theology ; and exercised great can- 
dour towards those who differed from him in some 
respects in their religious views. With him, Chris- 
tianity was not a system of speculation, nor of mere 
historical faith ; but he considered it a divine re- 
ligion 'j designed and calculated to give spiritual life 
to wordly and sensual men ; and he aimed to make 
it the means of imparting such a blessing to his 
hearers. Mr. Abbot died of a pulmonary complaint, 
in 1818, a short time after he was settled in the min- 
istry ; greatly lamented by his particular friends, 
and by the whole Christian community. 

ABBOT, Rev. JOHN LOVEJOY was a relation 
of the former, and received his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1805. He resided 
some time at the University after he had his degree ; 
and held the office of librarian imniediately after S. 
C. Thacher. This was a sitilation very favorable 
to a student in theology ; and Mr. Abbot diligently 
improved it. In 1814, be was ordained the pastor 
of the first church and society in Boston, under very 
auspicious circumstances. But the fair promises of 
his usefulness and distinction, as a divine, which his 
reputation then gave, were destined not to be ful- 
filled. The feeble state of his health made it proper 
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for him to suspend his ministerial laborB, and to 
travel. But this proved ineffectual ; he sunk under 
a fatal disease within two years of his ordination. 
Had his life and health been continued, he would 
probably have been as useful and as distinguished 
as an Emerson, a Clarke, a Chauncy, a Poxcroft, or 
a Wilson ; who had been bright lights in that golden 
candlestick. They were all for a pure and scrip- 
tural form of worship and church government. 
" Above all other blessings and privileges, which God 
has granted us," said one of them, '' is that of plant- 
ing his own name and precious ordinances among 
us ; and our desire is to have all his own institu- 
tions, and no more than his own; and these, in their 
native simplicity, without any human dressings: hav- 
ing liberty to enjoy all which God has commanded, 
and yet urged to nothing more than he commands in 
his holy word." 

ABBOT, STEPHEN was an officer in the Ameri- 
can army during the war of the Revolution ; and was 
much esteemed, as a soldier and a man. After the 
war,' he resided in N. H., and reached an advanced 
age, as did a large portion of that patriotic band. 
He and his noble-minded company in arms, in that 
arduous struggle for civil liberty, are justly entitled 
to the respect and gratitude of the present genera- 
tion. But for their disinterested services and great 
personal sacrifices, we should now be in a most hu- 
miliating state of degredation, and of subjection to a 
foreign government, where the rulers and people feel 
no interest in our welfare or prosperity. The patriot 
army of the United States in 1775, raised solely for 
the defence of national rights, and privileges and lib- 
erties long enjoyed, was composed of very different 
characters from those who make up an army of mer- 
cenaries whose trade and profession is war. They 
should not be considered rebels ; for they contended 
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not for new and greater powers than their fathers 
had possessed. It was opposition/not to constitu- 
tional law or legitimate authority ; but to arbitrary 
doctrines and oppressive measures which must have 
proved fatal to all political liberty in the country. 
Our ancestors had purchased freedom at too great a 
price to have it timidly yielded to any earthly power 
whatever. The patriots of 1775, who resisted the 
attempts of the British ministry to enforce their op- 
pressive measures by the military arm, and who re^ 
sorted to force when attacked, to defend the province 
from further acts of tyranny, and thus to save it from 
enduring and hopeless servitude — these men 
whether in the cabinet or in the field — acted entirely 
on the defensive. They remonstrated for several 
years ,* and did not take up arms for resistance until 
it was impossible to retain their ancient rights and 
liberties, without such a sad alternative. They are 
not then to be considered rebels, but reasonable men, 
resolved on constitutional liberty, when the parent 
government attempted to enslave them. They 
claimed no new power ; they only stood for their 
rights. 

ABBOT, SAMUEL Esq. of Andover, was one of 
the very liberal founders of the Theological Institu- 
tion in that town, established in 1807. Mr. Abbot 
gave a sum of ^20,000 for the support of a professor 
of theology in that seminary ; and the person who 
has filled that chair has been distinguished for learn- 
ing and other qualifications necessary to render the 
department useful, in fitting young men for the 
Christian ministry. For this purpose it is exclusively 
or principally intended. The other principal contri- 
butors to the funds of the institution, were Hon. 
William Bartlett, Moses Brown of Newburyport, 
and John Norris of Salem. Such generous patrons 
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of religion and literature — and of the latter for the 
sake of the former — should not be forgotten by those 
who come after them. 

ADAMS, Rev. AMOS had his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1752 ; and be- 
came the regular minister of the first Congregational 
Church and Society in Roxbury, where he was or- 
dained in the year 1755, as a successor of Rev. Ne- 
hemiah Walter, usually called * old Mr. Walter,' who 
was the pastor of that church more than sixty years. 
His talents and acquirements were respectable ; his 
elocution was superior to most of his clerical breth- 
ren; his compositions were more ornamented than 
common ; and he was therefore a popular preacher. 
But his sermons were well studied, and were gener- 
ally solid, sententious and impressive. He spoke 
with ease, and a good degree of eloquence ; and was 
often invited to preach on public occasions. He 
was a good scholar and an agreeable writer ; and 
though not so learned as Thomas Walter, one of his 
predecessors^ his publications afford evidence of a 
vigorous and cultivated mind. His anniversary dis- 
course contains a good deal of useful information ; 
his other discourses, which were given to the public 
were one delivered on Election day, and several on 
ordination occasions. Like most of the clergy of 
1775, Mr. Adams was an advocate for civil liberty, 
and approved of the noble stand made by the whigs 
of that day against the encroachments of arbitrary 
power. He was Scribe of the convention of minis- 
ters, which met at Watertown, where the Provincial 
Congress of Massachusetts was sitting in May, 1775, 
when the following vote was passed : — '* Deeply im- 
pressed with sympathy for the distresses of our much 
injured and oppressed country, we are yet relieved 
in beholding the representatives of the people, chosen 
by their free and unbiassed suffrages, now met to 
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concert measures for their relief and defence ; in 
whose wisdom and integrity, nnder the smiles of di- 
vine providence, we cannot but express our entire 
confidence. And as it has been found necessary to 
raise an army for the common safety ; and our brave 
countrymen have willingly offered themselves to this 
hazardous service, we are not insensible of the vast 
burthen that the maintenance must cause to the peo- 
ple. We, therefore, cannot forbear, on this occasion, 
to offer our services to the public, and to signify our 
readiness, with the consent of our several congrega- 
tions, to officiate by rotation, as chaplains to the ar- 
my. We devoutly commend the Congress and our 
brethren in arms^ to the guidance and protection of 
providence; which, from the first settlement of the 
country, has remarkably interposed for the preserva- 
tion of its civil and religious rights." 

ADAMS, Hon. BENJAMIN was educated in 
Brown University, where he was graduated in 1788. 
He engaged in the profession of the law, and had 
the reputation of a good lawyer, and a fair and hon- 
orable practitioner. He was esteemed rather for 
solid abilities, than admired for brilliant talents. — 
Such was his character for good judgment, and for 
correct principles, that his fellow citizens reposed in 
him the greatest confidence and often elected him their 
representative to the General Court. He also had 
the election for a member of Congress from the peo- 
ple in the south district of Worcester County, where 
he lived, in a time of great political excitement and 
of party disputes and divisions. Mr. Adams did not 
greatly excel as a speaker in Congress ; but was ju- 
dicious, and always heard with attention when he 
addressed the House. His services were much ap- 
preciated by his colleagues. Mr. Adams was also a 
member of the Senate iri*Massachusetts, during sev- 
eral elections ; and discharged the duties of a legis* 
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lator with intelligence, promptness and fidelity. la 
the more private and social relations of life, he was 
correct and exemplary, and enjoyed the esteem of a 
large circle of relations and friends. Mr. Adams did 
not forget the duties of a citizen, or of the head of a 
family : and it is from the conduct of a man in these 
relations of life that we should judge of his moral 
worth, rather than from his public acts, which may 
proceed from ambition, or be performed solely for 
human applause. Mr. Adams died in 1837, at the 
age of seventy-two. 

ADAMS, Rev. ELIPHALET received his edu- 
cation in Harvard College with the class of 1694: 
and was several years the regular pastor of a con- 
gregational Church in New London. He had the 
reputation of a learned divine and a faithful minis- 
ter. He understood the Hebrew language better 
than most scholars of his time. Several of his dis- 
courses were published. That delivered at the 
funeral of Hon. Gurdon Saltonstall, Governor of 
Connecticut, in 1724, is a superior composition; 
though somewhat in the formal manner of thai 
period. The following paragraph is given as a speci- 
men. 

'^How doth the whole land shake at his fall! 
How much of our glory, how much of our peace 
and safety is buried in one grave. Every heart aches 
at the hearing of it, and every eye plentifully pours 
out tears unto God. The heavy tidings pass swiftly 
from place to place, astonishing all as it goes, and 
every man, amazed at the news, tells it to his trena- 
bling neighbor. This is a most awful dispensation 
of divine providence indeed, whether we consider 
the suddenness and surprisingness of the stroke, or 
his great worth and excellent accomplishments, or 
the eminent station in which he was placed, and 
how well he filled and adorned it. 
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*' Often have I trembled to think how much of 
our glory and safety was- boand up in him ; and 
what a mighty blow we should be made to feel in 
the day when it should please God to remove him 
from us. The melancholy hour has at length come ; 
this wise, great and good man has fallen, with all 
bis glories fresh about him, as if the sun should go 
down at noon. Every mouth is filled with his 
praises, and can scarcely speak of anything but our 
heavy loss. And indeed, here is a most copious sub- 
ject for panegyric. It is hard to say what should 
be passed in silence where everything may be said ; 
and too great plenty makes us poor* Who did not 
admire his consummate wisdom, profound learning; 
his dexterity in business, and indefatigable applica- 
tion, his intimate acquaintance with men and things, 
and his superior genius 1 And what is more than all 
this, his unaffected piety and love to God's house ; 
his exact life and exemplary conversation? We 
Mood in fixed attention, with our ears chained to his 
lips. Would his humility have permitted he might 
justly have made use of the words of Job—" Unto 
me men gave ear and waited, and kept silence at my 
counsel. After my words, they spake not again." — 
You who now hear me know the truth of these 
things ; and that there is little danger of exceeding 
upon so copious a subject; so that all I can say will 
£U1 short of his due character,' and that it must be a 
tongue or pen like his own which can do him justice." 

ADAMS, Hon. JOHN a native of Braintrec, now 
Quincy, of a respectable family but not highly dis- 
tinguished, a graduate of Harvard College in 1756, 
was one of th^ most eminent citizens of Massachu- 
setts ; being the greater part of a long life in the 
highest public stations, and in whieh^tle rendered 
the most important services to the cause of liberty 
and of national independence and glory. While at 
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the University, be ranked among the best scholars^ 
and those who made the most diligent improrement 
of their literary privileges t and he there laid the 
foundation for solid and ext^isive learning, which 
qualifi^ him for distinction and usefulness in the 
American Republic, beyond the most of his age. 
Such men as Wentworth, Browne, Gushing, SewaJl, 
Locke and Dalton were his fellow students, and in 
some sense perhaps, his literary rivals. It was the lot 
of Mr. Adams to live in times of great excitement on 
political subjects; and to raise, or to regulate, the 
storm of revolution. The man who had talents and 
resources was invited to enter- the field for great ac- 
tion, for display or for real glory. The study of the 
law seemed to fit him more fully to understand the 
nature of human society, the design of civil govern- 
ment and the natural rights of mankind. . 

In opposition to the arUtrary measures of the 
British ministry, which were commenced in 1764, 
and led to the Revolution of 1775, Massachusetts 
took the lead, as well by argument and remon- 
strances as by arms ; and John Adams was one of the 
principal. characters, by which the controversy was 
conducted. James Otis and* Samuel A.dams, per- 
haps, took a more conspicuous part, in 1763 — 1768: 
and they were the chief or original actors in the 
political contest. In some respects, they are entitled 
to the highest praise. Next to them, and Bowdoin 
and Hawley and Dexter, who were generally 
associated with them on committees to remonstrate 
against the measures of the British government, John 
Adams appears most prominent ; and after 1770, no 
one exerted a mcJre powerful influence than he did, 
in support of the cause of civil , liberty and of the 
rights of the Colonies. He then had a seat in the 
l^islature ft'o^m Boston ; and was on some of the 
most important committees appointed that year and 
the years following till 1775. He was then about 
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forty^fi^e years of a^ ; and had already written the 
^ery masterly ^say on feudal and canon, which 
serred to open the eyes of the people, as much as 
" the rights of the Colonies,'* by James Otis, or the 
able writings of Samuel Adams. In that essay, Mr. 
Adams pointed out the arbitrary principles and un- 
just maxims, which had long prevailed in Europe, 
by the united efforts of princes and prelates ; and 
which seemed to be then intended as a system for 
the government of the people in America. 

The high sense entertained of the talents and 
learning of Mr. Adams, and of his devotion to the 
cause of liberty was fully manifested by his election, 
with four others, in June 1774, T^hen the great crisis 
drew near, to act for the Province of Massachusetts 
in a meeting of delegates from the other colonies, at 
Philadelphia in September following ; to consult on 
measures necessary for the freedom and welfare of 
all. He acted a prominent part in that Congress, as 
well as in 1775, and in 1776. This may be said with- 
out any derogation of the abilities and zeal of his col- 
leagues, or of delegates from other colonies. Massa- 
chusetts was one of the largest colonies, and its pat- 
riots and statesmen had then been long contending 
in argument with the British ministry apd its agents. 
On that account her chosen delegates were heard 
with great attention and deference. But they were 
all personally respectable : and their learning and 
wisdom, in political concerns, of the highest order. 
In 1778, Mr. Adams was appointed by Congress as 
an envoy to the court of France, to solicit the friend- 
ly alliance and aid of that power. Afterwards, he 
proceeded to Holland, to negociate a loan for the 
United States, then so necessary to meet the great 
expenses of the war. He was also one of the en- 
voys iot making a treaty of peace with England in 
1782,r^-and after the peace, which was confirmed in 
1783, he was the first minister to the British kiiig. 
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In all these highly responsible stations, he proved 
himself fully able to maintain the.honor and rights 
of the Republic, and faithfully devoted to its interests 
and welfare. Mr. Adams assisted in preparing .the 
constitution of Massachusetts in 1780; he was 
chosen the first Vice President of the United States 
in 1789, under the federal constitution : and on the 
retirement of General Washington from the pres- 
idency in March, 1797, Mr. Adams was elected to 
that very dignified and honorable oflSce. »When he 
had served four years in this station, he retired from 
public life, and passed the residue of his years in 
the domestic circle. When the constitution of 
Massachusetts was revised in 1820, — ^he was chosen 
a member of the convention for that purpose. He 
also received the vote of the whole convention for its 
president, but declined, on account of his infirm 
health. He was then eighty-six or seven. But he 
addressed the convention on severaj questions, with 
much pertinency and force. He contended for a 
continuance of the provision in the constitution, as 
first formed, that property should be the basis of a 
representation in the Senate. But the spirit of inno- 
vation, not to say radicalism was strongly opposed to 
the doctrine ; and afterwards, that provision was 
repealed, so that the Senate as well as the House of 
Representatives is based on numbers; and not in 
any respect on property. Mr. Adams died on the 
4th of July 1826 — just fifty years after he reported 
and signed the formal declaration by Congress, 
" that these United States are free, sovereign and in- 
dependent." Very few of all the patriots and public 
servants in Massachusetts, or in any other State in 
the Union, have devoted so much of life, and with 
so great and favorable an influence, as John Adams. 
Speaking of eminent lawyers in Massachusetts, 
some one has said, that most of them were on the 
side of the British government in 1770 and 1775. 



JOHN ADAMS. 17 

This may be true of the older ones ; for they or 
their relations were in office. But it is a fact, not to 
be unrecorded, that some of the most eminent were 
the advocates for civil liberty. As Otis, Hawley, J, 
Adams, W, Cushing, R. T. Paine, J, Foster, Brad- 
bury, N, P, Sargent, O, Tkacher, John Lowell, Caleb 
Strong, T. Parsons, David Sewall, John and James 
Sullivan ; and that there were one hundred * and 
thirty of the sons of Harvard who engaged in the 
sacred cause ; in the civil or military department. 
One of the sons of Mr. Adams, Thomas Boylston 
Adams, was educated in Cambridge University, and 
received his degree in 1790. He engaged in the pro- 
fession of law ; and was also a Judge of the court of 
Common Pleas, and one of the Executive Council in 
1811. One of his soi>s survives, John Q. Adams; 
who has- also been in public life, in various stations of 
the highest responsibility, for half a century — and is 
scarcely second to the father in the great public good 
which he has been the instrument of securing. He is 
the most learned man in the United States, especially 
on the subject df legislation, of diplomacy, of natural 
and constitutional law, and of general pohtics. And 
the opinion of no one is justly entitled to more 
deference and consideration. But the time has not 
come to speak of all his services, and to do full 
justice to his character as a public man. 

ADAMS, Rev. JOHN received his public educa- . 
tion in Harvard College, with the class of 1721. He 
studied divinity and was" sometime the pastor of a 
congregational church and society in Newport, R. I. 
He. had the character of a good classical scholar, 
and was also distinguished a9 a poet. His poetical 
lucubrations might not appear of the highest order or* 
merit, when compared with those of some men of 
genius of later times. But at the time they were 
writtea they were much above mediocrity. A small 
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volume of his poems was published in 1746. Mr. 
Adams was sometime in very feeble health; and 
early resigned his pastoral office and returned to 
Boston ; but passed a great portion of his time at the 
college in Cambridge. Some parts of the apocalypse 
of St. John were the chosen theme of his rhymes. 
His descriptions are sometimes rich and glowing, and 
there are some towering flights of imagination. But 
his efforts, to explain this remarkable prophetic 
book, were not more successful than those of many 
other learned men who have attempted to learn its 
true meaning. Mr. Adams died at Cambridge in 
1740. The volume of his poems was published by 
his friends. " They thought his own works the best 
encomium which could be given him ; and as long 
as learning and politeness should prevail, that his 
sermons would be his monument, and his poetry his 
epitaph." He has given the Ja'st paragraph of the 
fourth chapter of the apocalypse as follows : which 
is offered without special selection. 

** While thas their praises throagh the skies resound, 

To him, with glory ^ life and honor crowned. 

Each elder, rising from his radiant seat. 

His crown bestows, and worships at his feet. 

Befoi'e the throne the glitt'ring honors fall. 

And on the Source of endless ages caU» 

Worthy forever, worthy to receive 

The glory and the honor which we give — 

All might and majesty to thee belongs, ^ 

And all the worship of unfailing tongues, 

For by thy power was raised the lofty world. 

The stars were kindled and the planets whirPd. 

The sun was cloth'd with an imperial robe. 

And all the species flock'd upon the globe, 

Thy pleasure formed, thy virtae does sustain 

The hanging orbs, which arch the mighty plain.*' 

His sermons are on the following subjects : the un- 
known God ; the Prince of Life exalted ; Poverty of 
Spirit; the way to a Kingdom; the condescension 
01 God in accepting our charities ; the Christian 
fighting for the robes of victory; the botmds of 
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Christian prudence stated ; how to make friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness ; the blind restored, 
and the miserable relieved ; preparations for death 
the best remedy against the suddenness of it. 

Several odes of Horace are also versified, and an 
extract is here given. 

Horace, Lib, 111, ode 1. 

'* The Ynlgar crew inspire my jost disdaiD, 
Hence, fly my presence, all^ye mob profane, 
Ye few judicious, view my lofty verse. 
And let your tongues yonr just applause rehearse. 
Kings reign tremendous o*ef their proper flocks. 
Bat Jove sublime their meaner empire mocks : 
Illustrious, by eternal triumphs won 
O'er giant rebels to his celcBtial throne : 
Who by the force of his resistless name. 
Moves at his will this wide extended frame. 

I Some, with a genius for the rural toil 

i Can better prune the trees and tend the soij^ 

This, with a warmer flush of spirits filPd, 
With noble ardor seeks the martial field. 
Another, by diviner pride inspired, 

I Is by the glorious prize of virtue fir'd, 

A fourth when with a crowd of clients press 'd 
Than all the former deems himself more blest : 

I But fate, resistless, deals about her darts. 

Which pierce alike the proud and humble hearts : 

And from her huge and wide containing urn. 

Scatters to all the lots too soon they mourn — 

Since then no mansion's high magnificence. , 

Nor garments tinctured o'er with purple stains ; 

Nor charming flavor of Falernian wine 

Nor oils, whose rich perfumes the sense refine» 

Can grief dispel, nor give my sorrows ease, 

Why should I wish a lofty edifice ? 

Or why should I exchange my Sabine field 

For vast possessions, which less pleasure yield.'* 

ADAMS, MATTHEW was a citizen of Boston ; 
and had the reputation of an ingenious mechanic, 
and of a greater taste for literature than is often dis- 
covered by those who labor with their hands for a 
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living. He was inqaisitive and fond of reading. 
This is now indeed the case with most mechanics in 
, New England ; they spend a considerable portion of 
their time in reading, or in studying treatises or the 
physical sciences for the purpose of a better knowl- 
edge of, their occupation, and some of them collect 
a good library, to occupy their leisure hours. Sever- 
al of this character might be named who are now 
living. Mr, Adams belonged to a club of which 
Rev. Dr. Byles was a member, and it is well known 
that Dr. Byles attended to the subject of natural 
philosophy as much as any one of his time. Dr. 
Franklin, then quite a young man speaks of Mr. 
Adams, and acknowledges his obligations to him for 
the use of books — '* Mr. Matthew Adams, an in- 
genious mechanic, took notice of me. He frequented 
our printing office, and had a handsome collection of 
books. He invited me to visit his library; and had 
the goodness to lend me many books I was desirous 
6f reading." Mr. Adams was also a poet, and pub- 
lished some poetical essays — but not of so high mer- 
it, as to give him a conspicuous rank among Ameri- 
can poets. 

ADAMS, NATHANIEL of Portsmouth, was edu- 
cated at Dartmouth College, N. H. 1775, and receiv- 
, ed an honorary degree of A. M. from the Corporation 
of Harvard University in 1790. He may justly be 
ranked among the worthy and useful citizens of his 
time, though he was not highly distinguished as a 
literary character. His talent was not buried in a 
napkin; and if it did not produce an hundred per 
cent, it was so occupied as to secure him the esteem 
of his fellow men. How much more estimable, how 
much more justly to be honored and applauded than 
the few who shine only to dazzle, and who excite 
admiration rather than gain the full confidence of 
their associates. 
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ADAMS, SAMUEL of Boston, and a graduate 
of Harvard College in Hie year 1740, deserves a 
high place among the scholars and patriots of Massa- 
chusetts. He descended from a very respectable 
family ; and was related to President John Adams : 
but not a brother, as has sometimes been asserted. 
At college, he was distinguished for diligent study, 
and great decision and firmness of character, and 
these traits marked his conduct afterwards in public 
life. He was one of the early and active supporters 
of political liberty, in the controversy with Great 
Britain ; which began in 1764 and issued in the 
Revolution of 1775. He had great influence with his 
fellow townsmen for some years before he went into 
the General Court ; which was in 1765. It is not 
too much perhaps to say that he and five or six 
other men of Massachusetts were the chief and 
principal supporters of the cause of the Colonies, at 
that very alarming and critical period. The people 
were indeed wonderfully united in opposing the 
arbitrary and oppressive measures adopted or pro- 
posed by the British ministry at that day. They 
were intelligent and well informed, and well under- 
stood their civil rights and privileges. And without 
such union in, and aid from, the great body of the 
people, Adams and Otis and a few other leading 
characters would not have been successful in op- 
posing the arbitrary power of the British govern- 
ment. Mr. Adams never faltered in the cause ; and 
when threatened or attempted to be bribed by office 
from the British, he manfully resisted. He was the ' 
first to suggest that independence might be the re- 
sult of the struggle ; and yet he did not recommend 
it till the British made an attack on the colonies by 
armed men, and sought by force to carry into effect 
their oppressive measures. Mr. Adams was a truly 
religious man, and his conduct as a politician and a 
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public agent, was such as his conscience and best 
judgment approved. From 1765 he continued in 
public hfe for most of the time till he was nearly 
eighty years of age. In 1774, he was elected a 
member of the Continental Congress, and continued 
one of that august body till 1781. He was several 
years President of the Senate of Massachusetts; 
then Lieutenant Governor, and Governor of the 
Commonwealth. In 1797, he declined a re-election. 
He was one of those high minded men who could 
endure poverty, but could not consent to be slaves. 
Mr.Adams contended, at an early period of^the dis- 
pute with England, that the parliament had no 
right to make laws for the colonies, except as to 
foreign commerce, as they were not represented in 
that body. And that the Representatives here were 
a House of Commons for each province, to lay and 
appropriate taxes, and to regulate all internal con- 
cerns. He admitted, that we owed allegiance to the 
crown; but denied the authority of Parliament in 
all legislation relating to the colonies. Mr. Adams 
procured a vote that the speaker should correspond 
with agents in England, on the subject of parliamen- 
tary claims to legislate for the colonies ; and also 
with the legislative assemblies of the other colonies. 
This was as early as 1768 ; though the Rev. Dr. 
Mayhew proposed it two years before. A corres- 
pondence was opened in 1768 with the speakers of 
other colonial assemblies on the importance of having 
a mutual interchange of opinions on public and 
political affairs, and for the purpose of acting in con- 
cert. And again in 1773, when S. Adams, J. Han- 
cock, J. Hawley, W. Phillips, W. Heath, James 
Warren, I. Prescott, J. Foster, R. Derby, Jr., J. 
Greenleaf, E. Gerry and T. Gardner — were also 
members of the committee. Mr. Adams exerted all 
his influence in suppressing the insurrection in 
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Massachusetts in 1786. He was then president of 
the Senate ; and gave hi^ firm support to the 
measures adopted by Governor Bowdoin to put 
down that dangerous opposition to the regular course 
of law and justice. His mode of living was very 
simple and unostentatious ; much in the style of the 
puritans of former generations. He had a son Sam- 
uel, who was a respectable physician, and a surgeon 
in the American army ; who was also a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1770. He died before the Gov- 
ernor, his father. A full account of the public 
services of Governor Adams will probably be soon 
prepared for publication ; and must be an acceptable 
work to all such as wish to have a thorough 
knowledge of events previous to the Revolution. 
Mr. Adams was of a decided religious character ; in 
his faith and manners, he was quite a puritan. 
With his views of providence, he dould justly com- 
mend the cause of American liberty to Heaven, and 
appeal to the Lord of Hosts for his favorable inter- 
ference for a people struggling for freedom and for 
justice. 

ADAMS, Dr. SAMUEL was a native of Killingly 
in the State of Connecticut ; and descended from 
Henry Adams, who came to New England in 1630, 
He studied medicine with Dr, Nathaniel Freeman 
of Sandwich, Massachusetts, who was an ardent 
patriot of the memorable period of 1775 ; being one 
of the most active whigs in the county of Barn- 
stable. Dr. Adams was in the practice of medicine^ 
at Triuo in that county until the dispute between " 
. Great Britain and the Colonies in North America, 
which had then become extremely interesting, giving 
great anxiety and alarm to the friends of civil liberty 
as to the result. The general resolution was to con- 
tend for and maintain political rights and privileges, 
60 long enjoyed by previous generations, at every 
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hazard. The young men of twenty engaged with 
ardor in the cause : and readily followed where the 
older and more judicious directed. Dr. Adams acted 
as one of the <)ommittee of correspondence in the 
town of Truro ; such committees having been raised 
in all the towns, on recommendation of the General 
Court. He entered the army at an early day, after 
the ' war began, as surgeon, or surgeon's mate; but 
was a surgeon the greater part of the war and till 
the close in 1783: and had the reputation of a 
skilful physician. After the war, Dr. Adams settled 
at Bath, in Maine, on the Kennebec river; and there 
had an extensive practice till near the period of his 
death, in 1819, at the age of seventy-four. He was 
a professor of religion ; and gave evidence of its pow- 
er on his heart and life. As a practising physician 
in Bath, he enjoyed the confidence and respect of the 
whole community in which he was known. He had 
several children, most of them liVing — one is settled 
in the ministry at Coventry, in. Rhode Island. It is 
' justly due to his memory to mention, that he gave 
them a good education. 

ADAMS, Rev. ZABDIEL was ordained pastor 
of the church in Lunenburg soon after he 
finished his collegiate course of studies in Harvard 
College, which was in the year 1759. He was a 
native of Braintree, and first cousin to President 
John Adams. Of an ardent temperament, and some- 
what disposed to exercise more power in the church 
as minister then the brethren would allow, he was 
often engaged in unprofitable disputes with them 
and with some of the clergy in his vicinity, who 
were content with and ussumed les^ authority than 
he contended for. He claimed to have a full nega- 
tive on any vote of his church; but the republican 
spirit of the people would not acquiesce in his doc- 
trine. He was often very independent, some would 
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say imprudent, in his conduct, and in advancing his 
own opinions, however he might differ from the ma* 
.jority, or the orthodox. His i^ankness and honesty 
were approved by all honorable men ; but it was 
believed he might have retained his character for 
uprightness and yet have been more reserved and 
prudent. The independent searcher after truth is 
deserving the highest praise; but he may at the 
same time be moderate.and candid in advancing his 
own sentiments, when differing from those enter- 
tained by the majority. He was called upon to 
preach on various public occasions ; and several of 
his sermons were published. Mr. Adams died in 
1801, at the age of sixty-two. 

ADDINGTON, Hon. ISAAC came early to Mas- 
sachusetts, but not among the first settlers, in 1638 
or 1630. He was called to the public service for a 
great portion of his life. He had a commission for 
the peace, when he was quite young, and had the 
character of an upright magistrate. He also had a 
seat in the House of the General Assembly, as a 
deputy from Boston, and was speaker of the House 
in 1685. He lived in the time of Sir Edmund An- 
dross, who was sent into the province in 1686, after 
the first charter was seized and declared forfefted ; 
and who was as despotic and oppressive in his con- 
duct, as the principles of his royal master, James XL, 
were arbitrary. But, with other advocates for civil 
liberty, as granted or recognized by that bharter, he 
was opposed to the administration of Andross. He 
was, however, a man of great moderation and 
prudence ; and opposed the tyrant only in a lawful 
and constitutional way. When Andross was put 
down in 1689, on the abdication of James U. and 
the glorious revolution took place in England, Mr. 
Addington was than appointed Secretary, by the 
whigs, or f^triotic party ; Grovernor Bradstreet and 
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oAers who were in office in Massachusetts before the 
usurpation of Andross, being restored to the places 
which they had respectively held in 1686. When 
the second charter was made 6ut, by King William 
in 1691-2, it provided for the appointment of the 
Governor and Secretary by the crowa. Mr. Adding- 
ton received a commission for the latter ; probably 
by the recommendation of Dr. Increase Mather, a 
minister of Boston, then agent in England for Mas* 
sachusetts. Under the first charter, and before the 
time of Andross, he had been one of the Board of 
Assistants, or Supreme Executive Council. He held 
the office of secretary several years, and until the 
infirmities of age rendered it proper for him to retire. 
He had the character of an able and upright public 
officer, — and he had great dignity of manners ; 
which, with a common share of intelligence and 
prudence generally gives a man respectability with 
his neighbors and associates. 

ALDEN, Colonel ICHABOD son of Samuel 
Alden, was a field officer for several of the first years 
of the American Revolution. He had the command of 
one of the regular continental regiments of the Massa- 
chusetts line; which in 1777 — 1780 consisted of 
sixteen of infantry and one artillery ; making nearly 
one fifth part of the whole American army under 
General Washingt(»i. At the same time,^ the State of • 
Massachusetts had two militia regiments in service, 
to guard the coasts and iiarbors ; and recruits were 
also sent to the regular army, from time to time, for 
three, six, or nine months. And thus at one period, 
every /owr^A man, of those legally liable to perform 
military service, was engaged in the public defence 
of thjB country against the British army. Colonel 
Alden was a brave and accomplished officer. He 
had many warm personal friends, for he possessed so- 
cial feelings and was highly honorable in his inter- 
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Gonrse with others. AAer the capture of the Britisb 
army near Saratoga, under General Bourgoyne, in Oe^ 
tober 1777, Col. Alden was stationed with his regiment 
some distance west of Albany, at a place called 
Cherry Valley, where being surprised by the Indians, 
then under the direction of the British, he was slain ; 
and several of his officers and men fell victims to the 
cruelty of the savages at the same time. Colonel 
Alden had not seen any military service when the 
revolutionary war began, except that he had been an 
officer of the militia a short time. He was then a 
Lieut. Colonel of the Plymouth regiment, command- 
ed by Theophilus Cotton, Esq. There were then 
some independent companies, called minute men. 
Judah Alden, now living, at the age of ninety-two, 
July 1842, was an officer of the minute company in 
the town of Duxbury. Andrew Sampson, another 
officer of that company, still survives, of about the 
same age. These brave men had much of the spirit 
of their ancestors ; who, though desirous of peace 
and seeking peace as far as possible, considered it a 
duty to be prepared for self ^ defence, and therefore 
resisted with arms the cruel savages, when in- 
treaties and forbearance and kindness, had no effect 
in preventing their hostile depredations. 

ALDEN, JOHN was one of the puritan founders 
of Plymouth colony in 1620. He came over in the 
first ship, the May-flower, with Carver, Bradford, 
Brewster, Winslow, Standish, and others. He be- 
longed to the Leyden company, who suffered so 
much for the sacred rights of conscience ; but be 
was the youngest of those who were considered as 
the principal members of that company. He was 
only twenty-two years of age, when they arrived on 
the shores of New England in November 1620. He 
is always named with the six leading characters of 
the colony ; and no important measure was proposed 
or ^ responsible agencv ordered^ i|i which h^ hacl 
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not a part. He was early an assistant to the Gov- 
ernor, and continued such till the last year of his 
long life. His death occurred in 1687, when he was 
of the age of eighty-nine years. He was often join- 
ed with Captain Standish, for council. He was 
sometime the oldest assistant or councillor, and 
therefore had the title of deputy governor. In 
stature, the tradition is, that he was well formed, 
robust, and athletic ; of a fair and comely counte- 
nance. When he waited on Miss Mullins at the re- 
quest of Captain Standish, to solicit the hand of that 
young lady for the brave military commander, she 
was so captivated with his person, as well as admirer 
of his general character, that she hinted to him that 
he was preferred in her eyes to the friend for whom 
Mr. Alden sued. And soon after Miss Mullins was 
married to the handsome young man, '' who first 
stept on Plymouth rock.'' He was exemplary in all 
the relations of life ; and his descendants may well 
reflect both on his public and domestic character 
with high gratification. He has been likened to 
Brewster for piety, as well as to Standish for bravery* 
He was one of the first who settled on the north 
side of the bay, on which Plymouth is situated ; 
which early received ahe name of Duxbury, from 
respect to Captain Standish, who there also took up 
land and built a house for his permanent residence. 
In 1628, when the debts of the colony due in Eng- 
land were very great and most of the merchant ad- 
venturers withdrew their aid, and demanded pay for 
their shares, and thus the plantation was in danger 
of being broken up and abandoned, seven of the 
principal persons at Plymouth became responsible 
for the debt of 4he whole company ; these were 
Bradford, Winslow, Brewster, Standish, Allerton, 
Alden and Howland. Mr. Alden had four sons. 
One lived in Boston, and had the command of the 
public armed vessel of Massachusetts ; and often 
visited the coasts of Maine, where the few English 
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settlers were much exposed to attacks from the 
French and Indians. A lane or street in Boston 
was named after him. One of his sons possessed 
the farm which he himself originally occupied. One 
resided part of his life in Bridgewater ; the youngest 
also lived in Duxbury on a farm in the westerly 
part of the town. Samuel Alden, son of the last 
named, and grandson of, John first mentioned, lived 
to the age of ninety-three ; his death took place iu 
1780. The sons of John Alden were respectable, 
and lived to a great age, and so did many of his de* 
scendants of the third and fourth generations. One 
of his grandsons settled in Bridgewater, and one in 
Lebanon, Connecticut. His daughters married 
Standish, Bass of Braintree, Paybody, and Delano. 
The writer of this article has a distinct and perfect 
recollection of the grandson Samuel. 

ALDEN, SAMUEL the father of Colonel Alden, 
was a grandson of the first John Alden. He 
died in 1780, at the age of ninety-three. He in^ 
herited much of the spirit of his grandfather; 
and was a resolute, active, and independent charac^ 
ten He was attached to the religious institutions of 
the founders of the colony, and conscientious in the 
discharge of all christian duties; but opposed to 
itinerant preachers and ** new lights.^' He discounte- 
nanced Whitfield,'' as he believed more evil than 
good was produced by his exciting addresses to the 
fears and passions of the common people. 

ALDEN, Rev. TIMQTHY whose father was 
minister of a church in Yarmouth, Massachusetts, 
received his public education in Harvard College 
with the class of 1794. He was very diligent in his 
studies while a member of the University; and un- 
derstood ihe Hebrew language better than any of his 
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fellow students. Literary pursuits occupied his time 
after he left the college. He had charge of an 
academy for several years, and at the same time at- 
tended ib theological studies ; for it was early his 
purpose to enter the clerical profession. He was 
ordained over one of the Congregational churches in 
Portsmouth, in New Hampshire; and had the 
character of an attentive and faithful pastor. His 
labors in the pulpit were acceptable ; for though not 
eloquent, he was earnest and impressive in the de- 
livery of his sermons, which were plain and evan- 
gelical. Mr. Alden gave much of his time to the 
early history of New England, and to the collection 
and preservation of documents, illustrating the 
characters and stating events of past generations. 
He was a member of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, and furnished several articles for the volumes 
which have been, published. Mr. Ald<en was in- 
strumental in founding a college at Meadville in the 
State of Pennsylvania, of which he was several 
years the principal. But its funds were small, and 
the number of students few : seldom more than five 
or six at the same. time. He retired from that Semi- 
nary some years before his decease, which occurred 
in 1839. Mr. Alden published several sernjons; and 
five volumes of epitaphs of eminent men in New 
England ; which contain facts interesting to those 
descended from the ancient families in the country* 

ALLEN, Rev. JAMES came to New England in 
1663, with several others of the non-conforming min- 
isters, who after the restoration of Charles H. were 
ejected: Neal says about two thousand were de- 
prived of their places, as pastors of churches, at that 
period. Mr. Allen was personally known to some of 
the clergy, then in Massachusetts, and he had a 
high reputation as a scholar and a divine. A few 
years after his arrival he was chosen the pastor of 
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the first church in Boston, and was sometime a 
colleague, with Rev. John Davenport^ who had been 
minister of the church at New Haven nearly thirty 
years. Most of the churches in Boston had then 
two pastors ; or a pastor and teacher. With Mr. 
Wilson the first pastor, Mr. Cotton was several years 
associated as the teacher ; and after his death Mr. 
Norton, who had before been settled at Ipswich, 
Mr. Allen was a man of learning, judgment and a 
good measure of zeaj, and his influence was de- 
servedly great in the churches. He also took a deep 
interest in favor of Harvard College; a-nd was 
several years one of the corporation of that Institu- 
tion. He died in 1710, still connected with the first 
church in Boston ; at the age of seventy-eight. He 
published occasional sermons and essays on polemic 
divinity. An early writer speaks of him 'Vas humble 
and very rich, and who could be generous "when 
the humor is upon him." At his death he was the 
oldest member of the corporation. He was in favor 
of the learned Judge Leverett as President of the 
College : and did much to promote his election when 
some opposed it. 

ALLEN, Hon. SAMUEL C. received his public 
education in Dartmouth College, and was settled in 
the ministry, over the Congregational Church and 
Society in New Salem, in the nprth part of the old 
county of Hampshire, Massachusetts. He remained 
in that station and connection several years, when 
he requested and received a dismission from the 
church, — and afterwards entered the legal profession. 
In 1822, he represented the part of the State in 
which he resided in the Congress of the United 
States ; and received the election at two successive 
terms following. He then held a seat in the council 
as a constitutional adviser of the Governor *of the 
Commonwealth. Mr. Allen died in February 18^, 
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at the age of seventy. His literary privileges and 
advantages were not lost upon him. He had an ex- 
tensive knowleclge of men and things, and always 
kept pace with the improvements of the age. His 
mental powers were of a superior order; he had 
great discernment, a quick apprehension, and a sense 
of discrimination possessed by few. Mr. Allen pro- 
nounced an eulogy on the character of Dr. Wheelock, 
president of Dartmouth College, oil the day of com- 
mencement after his decease. It is written with 
much force and beauty — rich in its sentiments, pure 
and elegant in its style, displaying a chastened and 
correct taste ; and free from the inflated phraseology 
often found in orations on similar occasions. His 
moral principles were correct ; those of a political 
nature were generally so too. But in the last ye'feirs 
of his life he and his friends differed on some public 
measures. They considered him too much inclined 
to innovation where no good could be expected from a 
change. He would have been one of the last men in 
the State to' oppose constitutional law or order. But 
it becomes wise men to consider, whether frequent 
changes, and the repeated yielding to the popular 
voice, or the clamors of a few who claim to be the or- 
gans of the people, is not dangerous to republicanism, 
and will not soon lead to the extreme of democracy ; 
when, not the great body of the people, but a few 
unprincipled men will have the power, and will use 
it for their own aggrandizement. 

ALLERTON, ISAAC came to America in the 
May-flower, 1620, which brought the first com- 
pany of Puritan worthies, who made a permanent 
settlement in New England ; who retired from their 
native country to Holland 1607-8, for the sake of 
religion, and came to this western desert region, for 
the same high and holy purpose. He possessed con- 
siderable estate, and was one of the leading and en- 
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terprising men of the company. He had a family 
when he came over ; but his wife did not long sur- 
vive, and after her decease he was married to a 
daughter of Elder Brewster. When William Brad- 
ford was chosen Governor, on tlie premature death 
of Carver, he requested an assistant ; and Mr. Aller- 
ton was selected for that purpose. He may well be 
ranked with those of the greatest influence in the 
colony for several years. He was one of the six 
who assumed the debts of the company in 1628, 
and was several times employed as agent in Eng- 
land to transact important business for the infant 
colony. In 1633, he fell under the censure of the 
company ; but not for fraud or immorality. As he 
was enterprising, he sometimes made bad bargains 
for the company, and on more than one occasion 
exceeded the authority and direction given him. 
The charter from the king failed by his insisting on 
a freedom from all the British laws of navigation 
and commerce. He engaged in the project of making 
a settlement on (he Penobscot with others, when the 
Governor of Plymouth was opposed to it; as they 
then had a large tract, for trade, on the Kennebec 
river. But his greatest error perhaps, was his 
employment of Thomas Morton in 1631-^, the very 
turbulent and immoral person who was sometime at 
the head of the unruly company at Mount Wollas- 
ton ,• and who had been sent to England two years 
before as a dangerous man, and a slanderer of the 
Plymouth people. When the ageuit of the company 
in England, Allerton employed Morton as a copyist, 
and on his return brought him to Plymouth. This 
was strange and highly injudicious conduct; and 
the Governor and principal men were quite indig- 
nant. After that period, he was not employed as 
agent, nor in any public capacity for the colony. It 
. has sometimes been supposed that he was treated 
with undue severity, He soon left Plymouth, and 
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resided sometime at Marblehead, but traded to other 
parts of New England, and to the West Indies. A 
few years later, he was a resident of New Haven, in 
the capacity of merchant or trader, and there also 
he left children. There is no proof that he ever 
forfeited the character of an honest man and a 
sincere christian : but he was fond of change and of 
roving, and rather unstable in judgment, compared 
to the other leading men of his day in Plymouth 
colony. He often visited and sometimes made Nan* 
tasket a place of business for a limited period : and 
the north east point of that neck of land owes its 
name to him. The proper name is AUerton, and 
not Alderton. 

ALLIN, Rev. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
the year 1637, at the same time Hopkins and Eaton 
arrived, who settled in New Haven. Dedham then 
contained several families, some of them went there 
in 1636 — Mr. Alhn was settled with them soon after 
he arrived. His character was that of *' a humble 
and heavenly minded christian — of a very courteous 
behavior, full of sSweet christian love towards all 
men ; and who with meekness of spirit contended for 
the faith and peace of Christ's churches.'' He op- 
posed the errors of the Antinomians, who were then 
numerous ; having fallen into that pernicious error, 
in their desires to exalt the freeness and sovereignty 
of divine grace ; but a tenet not unnaturally de- 
duced from the doctrine of total depravity, and of an 
irrespective decree as to personal and individual 
election. Mr. Allin wrote learnedly and ably on the 
question, moved in his day, and on account of 
' which a synod was held in 1662, as to whether the 
children of baptised persons who made a public pro- 
fession of faiih in Christ and in the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, and were correct in their moral con- 
duct, should be admitted to baptism ;' or denied that 
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privilege or rite, unless the parents were members of 
a church in full communion. The synod decided in 
favor of the former ; and allowed the propriety of 
baptising the children of persons, so professing, and 
of sober life and conversation, though not -members 
of the church in the fullest sense. There was a 
large minority which dissented from this decision ; 
and several of the clergy wrote against it, as incor- 
rect, aad an innovation in thexshurch ; among whom 
were Mr. Davenport, President Chauncy, and 
Increase Mather. The decision of the synod was 
supported and defended by Richard Mather of 
Dorchester, father of Increase Mather, Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell of Cambridge, one of the first scholars and 
theologians of the day, and by Mr. Allin of Dedham. 
Mr. Allin claims the opinion of the celebrated Dr. 
Owen and Dr, Goodwin of England in favor of the 
decision of the synod ; or as agreeable to that de- 
cision. And he contended, that persons baptised in 
youth, and who had received a good religious edu- 
cation, and were not immoral, if they publicly de- 
clared their faith in Christ, and requested baptism 
for their children, could not reasonably nor according 
to scriptnre be refused. The dispute engaged most 
of the clergy of the time, and many of the laity: 
and was long agitated with no little warmth and 
earnestness. The writings of Mr. Allin on the sub- 
ject were in a candid spirit, and affording evidence 
that he bought to defend the truth, and not to gain 
the victory over his opponents. . Mr. Allin died in 
1670, and at an advanced age. 

ALLYN, Rev. JOHN D. D. was a native of 
Barnstable, and received his elementary education 
under Rev. Mr. Billiard, the minister of that town. 
He then passed the usual term of four years in Har- 
vard College, and was graduated in 1785. There 
was no theological school at that time in Massachu- 
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setts ; and the theological professor in the univer- 
sity was in feeble health, and unable to give much 
instruction to those who chose to study divuiity the 
last year. Mr. AUyn spent some time in 1786 and 
'87 with the learned Dr. Samuel West of Dart- 
mouth ; and under the instructions of that learned 
theologian, his mind received a bias, which led him 
to an independent course of inquiry and research in 
his profession. He was a diligent and honest en- 
quirer after truth ; and tolerant and candid towards 
such as differed from him in their religious senti- 
ments. Dr. Allyn was an argumentative, scriptural, 
and practical preacher. His object was to enlighten 
as well as to impress. He devoted a good portion of 
hisLtime to the religious instruction of children ; often 
0ave them books, calculated to inform and influence 
them; such as they could understand; and not 
those filled with speculative and disputed points of 
scolastic divinity, asserted and taught in books of 
systematic theology. The young profited much by 
his instructions ; and grew up intelligent believers. 
The last years of his life, Dr. Allyn was in very 
feeble health, and manifested the systems of old age 
at sixty. He died in 1831 at the age of sixty-four. 
Several sermons delivered by him on particular occa- 
sions were published : one on the day of general 
election, one at the Dudleian lecture in Harvard Col- 
lege, one at the Derby Academy in Hingham, an ordi- 
nation sermon ; and one on the anniversary of the 
settlement of Plymouth. 

AMORY, THOMAS C. was a citizen of Boston, 
and educated for the profession and business of a 
merchant. His father and others of the name were 
merchants of high standing and extensive business. 
And it is no snmll praise to say of any one, of whom 
it may be said with truth, that he was one of the first 
class of merchants in that place. For several gen- 



eratioQS, the Boston mefchants have been of high 
and honorable character^. They were industrious, 
enterprising, and honest in their dealings. They 
have made money, but most of them made it honest- 
ly. Their style of living was not so expensive and 
extravagant as at present ; but there was conveniencei 
comfort and competency in their dwellings, at the 
social board, and in their general manner of living. 
Thomas C. Amory ranked among the most honorabte 
merchants in Boston thirty years ago. He died in 
1812, at the age forty-five. Thgre were, indeed, 
many others, who were highly esteemed for their 
probity and fair dealing ; and who at the same time 
gradually accumulated Urge estates. Mr. Amory 
was particularly beloved by his intimate acqus^pt- 
ances, for his upright and benevolent conduct, and 
for the manifestation of the social affections. He 
died in the career of successful business, and sur« 
rounded by the endearments of family connections. 
Jonathan Amory was a younger brother of the 
former, and had a degree in Harvard College in 1787. 
He engaged in mercantile pursuits ; and was greatly 
esteemed for probity and fair dealing, for tenevo- 
lent and honorable feelings. 

APPLETON, Rev. JESSE D. D. received his 
pablic education in Dartmouth College, where he- 
was graduated in 1792, with the reputation of a 
good scholar, and a discreet well principled ^an« 
He made choice of the clerical profession, and re- 
ceived ordination as the pastor of the first church 
and society in Hampton, State of New Hampshire. 
Rev. Ebenezer Thayer, was his predecessor as min* 
ister of the same religious society. The reputation 
of Mr. Appleton, as a scholar, a theologian and a 
preacher, steadily increased ; and in 1808, he was 
elected President of Bowdoin College ; soon after the 
4 
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death of Rev. Dr. M'Keen, the first President of 
that seminary. Dr. M'Keen was a man of learning, 
and of popular talents, and in his deportment also, 
he was mild and conciliating. \ It was therefore im- 
portant to have his successor possess these solid and 
estimable qualities. It soon became evident, that 
the overseers and trustees of the institution had 
made a happy choice. Dr. Appleton was faithful, 
and sometimes was thought to be too stern and 
strict in his discipline of the pupils ; but he retained 
his popularity ; for he was believed to aim only at 
the improvement, and benefit of those under his care. 
He was in every way qualified for the important 
station. The number of students increased during 
his presidency, and the reputation of the institution, 
given it by his learned predecessor, suffered in no de- 
gree, while he presided over it. He was a hard 
student ever after he undertook the office of Presi- 
dent ; and during his continuance in that station his 
reputation for solid learning was much increased. 
He reviewed his knowledge of the ancient languages, 
and became conversant with the best writers on 
theological and ethical subjects. In mental philoso- 
phy, he was surpassed by very few. He was 
a close thinker; and his writings show that his 
reading was attended by deep reflection. He^ wrote 
on no subject without careful study, and viewing it 
in all its aspects ; and his opinions were not hastily 
or inconsiderately formed. As a preacher he was 
very impressive ; Ke said nothing to amuse, or to 
startle by its novelty. But he spake as a mortal 
man to dying men. His chief aim was to^ inform 
the mind and to sanctify the heart. Dr. Appleton 
died in 1819, aged forty-seven. Of his writings, 
given to the public through the press, the principal 
are ordination sermons, and addresses to the gradu- 
ates onUhe day of commencement. 
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APPLETON, Rbv. NATHANIEL D. D. had a 
long and useful ministry in the first society in Cam« 
1>ridge. His parents were inhabitants of Ipswich, 
and his ancestors of several generations resided in 
that ancient town. He received his first degree in 
Harvard College, 1712 ; and had the reputation of 
a good scholar while a member of that seminary. 
He was early called to be the pastor of the first 
church in -Cambridge, where an able and learned 
theologian was sought for, as the members of the 
University there attended religious instruction and 
worship. Mr. Appleton was the second person who 
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the 
University ; Rev. Increase Mather being the first. 
Doctor Appleton ranked among the most popular 
preachers of his time. He was plain and practical 
in his discourses from the pulpit — sometimes homely 
and quaint in his style, which would not be accept- 
able or proper at the present day. He had the repu- 
tation of a Calvinist ; but if he inclined to that 
particular system of faith, he did not dwell on it^ 
peculiar doctrines, nor consider it essential to adopt 
them. He was considered liberal in his views ; and 
often assisted in the ordination of those who were 
known to be opposed to the Calvinistic system. It 
was his endeavor rather to reconcile ministers of 
different theological sentiments to each other, than 
to cherish or promote disputes on speculative points 
of religion. In the latter part of his life, he was 
often the moderator of councils for the ordination of 
ministers ; and always used his influence for harmo- 
ny in their debates and union in their decisions. He 
lived \o a great age, being nearly ninety at his 
decease. ^His people had a great r^ard and respect 
for his character. He was a peace-maker among 
them, and took a deep interest both in their temporal 
and spiritual welfare. If '' b^ magnified hi9 o^ce," 
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it was by fidelity and kindness and benevolence, 
rather than by a dogmatical or severe deportment. 
He continued ta preach until he was about ninety 
years of age ; and seemed desirous of being useful 
to his people to the last. Nathaniel Appleton, his 
son, was a respectable merchant in Boston, and a 
man of letters — a graduate of Harvard College in 
1749. And his grandson, Nathaniel W. Appleton, 
M. D. was a very skilful physician and an amiable 
man, much beloved by his acquaintance and* towns- 
men. He too was a literary character : his studies 
were not confined to his profession. He had a de- 
gree in H. C. 1774 — and died at the age of thirty- 
five. 

ASHMUN, Hon. ELI PORTER an alumnus of 
Yale College,v received an honorary degree- from 
Harvard University in 1809. He was a distinguish- 
ed attorney and counsellor of law, at Northampton, 
in the County of Hampshire. He was several times 
elected a member of the Senate of Massachusetts, 
and ^fterwards received the appointment of Senator 
in the Congress of the United States. In all th^se 
stations, he exhibited superior talents and intelli- 
gence, fitting him for an able legislator. His excel- 
lent moral qualities rendered him highly estimable 
among his acquaintance and neighbors, and without 
these the character of the most talented and learned 
man is essentially defective. The conduct of Mr. 
Ashmun was without reproach ; and might be safely 
proposed, as an example to all men. Of some pub- 
lic characters, who are distinguished for their mental 
powers and for eloquence, we may not speak with 
commendation in a moral view ; and their example 
afibrds an apology for dishonesty and licentiousness. 
But in this country, happily such instances are not 
common. Most of the politicians of this and t>f tto 
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last generations may be justly honored/ as well for 
their exemplary moral conduct, as for ttieir brilliant 
talents. 

ASPINWALL, Dr. WILLIAM was a graduate 
of Harvard College in the year 1764. He studied 
medicine sometime with Dr. Benjamin Gale, an emi- 
nent physician of the State of Connecticut ; and then 
at the Hospital in Philadelphia, then the best medical 
school in America. Dr. Aspinwall settled in Brook- 
line, Massachusetts; and there had an extensive 
practice several years. He possessed a strong and 
active mind ; and held a high place in the estimation 
of his professional brethren. ^ He was early a mem- 
ber and counsellor of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society ; and received the degree of M. D. from Har- 
vard University. In his time and since, a better 
education, and longer preparation for the practice of 
physic havebeen required ; and the character of a 
physician has become more respectable and elevated. 
The physical nature of man is better understood ; 
and discoveries in chemistry have served to extend 
the knowledge of the property and effects of sub- 
stances used as remedies ''in most diseases. It is 
true that doctors still sometimes disagree,. as to the 
immediate causes and the remedies of some dis- 
orders; but not more, perhaps, than learned men of 
the legal profession, or than those who have made 
general philosophy their study. Dr. Aspinwall was 
a decided friend to the cause of civil liberty, at the 
memorable period of 1775. He was a sincere re- 
publican, and in favor of a representative democracy. 
He was personally engaged with the militia who 
turned out and resisted the British troops at Lexing- 
ton and Concord on the nineteenth of April 1775. 
In that year, he was appointed hospital surgeon^ at 
Jamaiea Plains, Boxbury. He intended to apply 

4» 
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for an office in the line, but Dr. Warren dissuaded 
him from it. He was afterwards in the public ser- 
vice in the civil department, as Representative, 
Senator, and Counsellor. 

Dr. Aspinwall had extensive practice in the 
disease of the small pox, in 1788, and at other times 
when it prevailed; and with uncommon success. 
Dr. Aspinwall was a professor of religion ; and gave 
satisfactory evidence by his life and conversation, 
that his faith was genuine and inwrought. He was 
nearly blind for several years; but he bore this 
" physical darkness with resignation and tranquilli- 
ty." He died in 1823, at the age of seventy-nine. 

ATKINSON, Hon. WILLIAM KING was a 
native of Portsmouth, in the State of New Hamp- 
shire, and received his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1783.' When at the Uni- 
versity, his surname was King; but was afterwards 
changed, for respect and relationship to Judge At- 
kinson. Mr. Atkinson studied law, and entered on 
the practice in Dover, in New Hampshire, where be 
soon acquired a high reputation as a lawyer and ad- 
vocate. At that period there were few regular attor- 
neys in the County of Stafford. In 1773 3c^\i 
Sullivan was the only one. ,But after the war of 
the Revolution they gradually increased, — and now 
the number is about forty. Mr. Atkinson held the 
office of Register of Probate many years ; and other 
important offices part of the same time. He was 
Attorney General, and then a Justice of the Snperic^f 
Court in New Hampshire ; which shew his high 
character for talents and his mor^l worth. He died 
in 1820, at the age of fifty-six. There were three 
gentlemen of the name of Theodore Atkinson, who 
held public offices in New Hampshire. The second 
was a graduate of Harvard College, in 1718; and 
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was Chief Justice of that State. The other, his son, 
had a^degree there in 1757 — died in 1769, at the 
age of thirty-three. The oldest was a connseJlor in 
1715, &c. The second and third were each Secre- 
tary of the Province. The second was judge of the 
Superior court, after the death of his son in 1769 ! 
He was als9 colonel of the' militia and sheriff. 
Father and son hoth held the offices of Secre- 
tary of the Province, and of Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court ; and both were educated in Har- 
vard College; the oldest in 1718, and the other iu 
1767. 

AUSTIN, JONATHAN LORING who was^a 
native of Boston, and who was graduated in Har- 
vard College in 1766, ranked among the ardent 
patriots of the Revolution of 1775. He went to 
France as a public agent, during the war, to obtain 
supplies of clothing, <S&c. for the American army. 
At a later period, he was both Treasurer and Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth, and was esteemed an 
attentive and faithful officer, in each of those. situa- 
tions. Mr. Austin held various responsible offices 
in his native town ; and shared largely in the con- 
fidence of his fellow citizens. His father, Hon. 
Benjamin Austin, was much in public life, and a 
firm patriot ; and often an^ justly too, the children 
claim distinction and an influence from the good 
character of their parents. 

AUSTIN, JONA. WILLIAMS was a brother 
of the above, and received his degree in Harvard 
College in 1769. He^ studied law and came to the 
bar with the reputation of an eloquent speaker. 
His compositions were also correct and elegant. 
The controversy with England was then the aU-ab- 
sorbing subject ; the citizens generally took a deep. 
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interest in the dispute. And most of the ]iterar7 
men of that period were patriots, and advocates for 
colonial rights. Mr.' Austin was a member of the 
convention in Middlesex county, September 1774 ; 
and was chairman of the committee appointed to 
prepare resolutions to be adopted by the convention. 
Few, if any surpassed Mr. Austin in his ardor and 
devotion to the cause of civil liberty. He delivered 
the oration before the citizens of Boston oi^ the fifth 
of March 1778, the anniversary of the massacre in 
that town in 1770. He had a commission in the 
army as Colonel, — and died in one of the Southern 
States in the summer of 1778. 
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BAOHUS, Rev. CHARLES DD. was a native 
of Norwich in the State of Connecticut, and received 
his public education in Yale College with the class 
of 1769. He studied divinity, and was settled* over 
the Congregational Church and Society in Somers, 
in 1774. The parents of Mr. Bachus died when he 
was a child ; and he was obligated to some of his 
relations for the privilege of a public education. 
He early discovered a love of learning, and was a 
diligent student while a member of the college. He 
afterwards became distinguished as a theologian and 
a logician. He belonged to the Calvinistic school of 
divinity ; a school, in which it is deemed important 
to be logicians and metaphysicians. The peculiar 
tenets of that system require the aid of metaphysi- 
cal reasonings for their elucidation and support. 
Dr. Bachus was an eloquent and impressive preach- 
er. His fame, as a divine ^nd a pulpit orator was 
very great, and many graduates of Yale College 
were prepared for the Christian ministry under his 
instructions. Several of them were eminent minis- 
ters in the churches in the States of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. Several of his ordination sermons 
were published ; and one delivered at Hartford, on 
the general election. He died under the age of 
fifty. 

BACHUS, Rev. ISAAC several years the pastor 
of a Baptist Society in Middleborough in the State 
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of Massachusetts, was a native of Norwich. He 
had a good education, but not collegiate ; he possessed 
a strong mind, and retentive memory ; and at an 
early age manifested a great fondness for reading, 
particularly religious books. He chose the minis- 
terial profession, and was first ordained over a Con- 
gregational church and society in Middleborough in 
1748. About this time, there was a great religious 
excitement in the country, arid questions of various 
kmds arose and were discussed. That relating to 
the subject and mode of baptism, among others. 
Mr. Bachus and some of his people declared them- 
selves in favor of immersion as the mode, and of 
adults as the only proper subjects. The direct and 
immediate cause of the formation of this Baptist 
Society was the imposition of a tax on the members 
of Mr. Bachus' church and congregation, for re- 
building or repairing the house of worship of the 
first society, The majority of Mr. Bachus' society 
opposed this, and formed a Baptist church. Mr. 
Bachus joined them, and ever after complained of 
the practice of taxing people for the support of the 
gospel. He wrote an ecclesiastical history of New 
England, which contains many important facts, and 
is generally correct as to dates ; but one cannot safe- 
ly depend on his opinions, or his statements, where 
there is any reference to disputes between the Bap- 
tists and others. He discovers strong prejudices; 
though he did not designedly misrepresent. He 
lived to an advanced age, and died in the ministry 
at Middleborough. • 

BADGER, Rev. STEPHEN was graduated at 
Harvard College in the year 1761 ; and in about 
three years after received ordination to the pastoral 
ofiice over the Church and society in Natick. There 
were then some of the aboriginal Indians of Massa- 
qbusetts; but they were few, compared to the num- 
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ber a century before, when the apostolical Eliot 
preached to themu None now (1842) remain in that 
place or vicinity. The few at Marshpee, and on 
Martha's Vineyard, are the only ones who survive 
to the present day. Mr. Badger had the character 
of a good scholar, and an able theologian. His 
printed semions indicate that he was argumentative 
in his compositions for the pulpit, and addressed 
men as rational beings, with a natural capacity for 
religion. He was considered liberal in his theologi- 
cal views by his contemporaries ; but not so catholic 
as to think it of no importance what sentiments oiie 
imbibed or professed. Many of the clergy of the 
last generation adopted a more mild and liberal 
theology than their predecessors had adopted ; but 
holding to the doctrines according to godliness, and 
to what may justly be called evangelical truths. 
They were willing men should form their opinions 
from the Scriptures, rather than adopt a system of 
human formation, because it had been received for 
two hundred years. Mr. Badger may be classed 
with those of this liberal party. His object was to 
make men intelligent as well as apparently zealous 
Christians ; that they might perceive -their obUga- 
tions to piety and virtue, and be able to give a 
reason for their religious faith and hope. 

BALDWIN, CoL. LOAMMI was a citizen of 
Woburn, and distinguished at an early age, by a de- 
sire for knowledge and improvement. After a good 
common school education, he gave his leisure hours 
to the study of mathematics and natural philosophy ; 
and for this purpose spent some time in attending 
the lectures of Professor Winthrop in Harvard Col- 
lege. Benjamin Thompson, afterwards Count Rum- 
ford, was his fellow student in their youth. Mr. 
Baldwin was a practical surveyor, and performed 
service as an enpneen When the war with Eng- 



^ THOMAS BALDWIN. 

land was apprehended, in consequence of its arbi«- 
trary and oppressive measures, from 1765 to 1775, 
and it was concluded by the friends of civil liberty 
in the Province, to defend their rights, Mr. Baldwin 
ranked among the zealous and active whigs of that 
memorable period. He was a member of the County 
convention in Middlesex, ^held in August 1774, 
and soon after entered the military department ; be- 
ing appointed a Lieutenant Colonel in one of the ^ 
Jrovincial regiments raised in May, in 1775. In 
une 1775, he was appointed by General Ward to 
take surveys of the ground between the Massachu- 
setts army, and the posts of the British troops. But 
he did not continue in the army through the war. 
Colonel' Baldwin was fourteen years Sheriff of the 
County of Middlesex from 1780 — and always had 
the character of an intelligent and faithful officer. 
He was one of the principal projectors of the Mid- 
dlesex canal, the first made in this part of the 
country ; and he was employed as the surveyor and 
engineer. Colonel Baldwin resigned the office of 
Sheriff in 1794, on being appointed superintendent 
of Middlesex canal — and in the oversight and di- 
rection of that work he spent about ten years. The 
canal was opened in 1804. He received an honor- 
ary degree of Master of Arts from Harvard College; 
and was also a member of of the American Acade- 
my of Arts and Sciences. Colonel Baldwin possess- 
^ kind and social feelings ; and was highly esteemed 
in the community. He died in 1807 at the age <rf 
sixty-three. Honorable Loammi Baldwin late of 
Charlestown, a very distinguished engineer, and 
often employed by the general government in codi- 
fitructing public works, was his son. He died in 
1838, aged fifty-eight. 

BALDWIN, Rev. THOMAS D. D. was many 
years the minister of the Second Baptist Church ia 
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Boston. He was installed as pastor of tHkt church 
in 1790 : be had then been a preacher some years, 
in another part of the State. His early education 
was quite limited; but he read a good deal after he 
settled in Boston ; and ieissociated with men of learn* 
ing, by whose company and conversation he profited 
much. When he began to preach, learning was not 
deemed so very important in a preacher of the gos- ^ 
pel, by the Baptists, as it now is. Dr. Baldwin be- 
came more candid in his opinions of other sects : 
and as he was a good man, he loved all good men, 
though they might not have the same theological 
views as those which he entertained. He never ac- 
quired a very polished style of writing, but his 
compositions were correct and sententious. He, had 
a large society, and was an instrument of imparting 
religious knowledge and edification to many. ^He 
was reputed a devoted and faithful minister of the 
gospel. He published several sermons, delivered on 
public occasions ; which prove him to have been a 
man of thought and observation. He belonged to 
several religious and benevolent societies, and took 
pleasure in ministering to the spiritual improvement 
of his fellow man. Dr. Baldwin died in 1827, at 
about the age of seventy. 

BAILEY, Capt. ADAMS was an inhabitant of 
Scituate, Massachusetts ; and early engaged in the 
contest for civil liberty, in 1775. He was an intelli- 
gent man, and thoroughly informed himself respect- 
ing any subject of a public nature in dispute. He 
did not follow the dictation or ^opinions of others, 
without first being satisfied they required what was 
lawful and right. He had not a party spirit, though 
in deferminittg on his course, he might prefer the 
policy or measures of one party in the country to 
another. He possessed an active mind, and was 
better iaform^ed, through his own taste and diligenc6| 

6 
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than most men of his standing in society. The mail 
of a common education, who devotes his Idsnnd 
hours to reading and acquires a large stock of nseful 
learning, is justly entitled to more credit, than those 
who have enjoyed the means of a more liberal edu- 
cation. Captain Bailey lived to «n advanced age, and ^ 
was much respected by all who knew his real worth. 

BAILEY, Colonel JOHN was a citizen of Han-» 
over in Plymouth County, and a Lieutenant Colonel 
of the regiment commanded by Colonel John 
Thomas of Kingston, which marched to Roxbury in 
April 1775 t and when Colonel Thomas was com- 
nyssioned As a General officer in May, Mr. Bailey 
had the command of the regiment. The next year, 
he was appointed the chief Colonel of a regiment on 
the Continental establishment; and continued of 
that rank during the war. He had the repatatieix 
of a brave and attentive officer.* He survived the"" 
war but a few years; and resided on his farm in 
Hanover. The following persons commanded regu- 
lar regiments of the Continental army in the war of 
the Kevolution, and in the Massachusetts line. — 
Joseph Vose, John Bailey, John Greaton, William 
Shepard, Benjamin Tupper, Rufus Putnam, Eben- 
ezer Francis, Michael Jackson, (Lieutenant Colonel . 
John Brooks was commandant of the regiment most 
of the war, as Colonel Jackson was in poor health,) 
Ichabod Alden, Gamaliel Bradford, Ebenezer l^ith, 
Ebenezer Sprout, as commandant, John Patterson, 
James Wesson, Timothy Bigeldw, Thomas Nixon, 
Henry Jackson, David Brewer, (a part of the war,) 
David Cobb and Paul Revere were Lieutenant Col- 
onels commandants. John Crane, Colonel of a reg- 
iment of Artillery ; Revere was also of the line of 
ttrtillfery. John* Nixon, Ebenezer Learned, John 
Patterson, John Greaton and J. Glover were Briga« 
dier Generals. Artemas Ward, Benjamin Line^; 



William Heath and Henry Knox rweare Major Geioeir- 
alfi — ti3<6 latter at the head of the artillery line. Soioe 
others were Colonels in 1775, but did not sexve on 
the Continentab establishment through the war. — 
Frye, Little, Gerrish, Prescott, Seammons, Whit- 
cooab, J. Brewer. Timothy Pickering was Quarter 
Master General, and at one period Adjutant General. 
Rev. Enos Hitchcock, Joel Barlow, — — Evans, 
> Rockwell were chaplains of regiments in the 
Massachusetts line. 

BAILEY, Rev. JOHN was pastor of the Church 
ia Boston from 1684 to 1697, and had the character 
di a learned, zealous aiid orthodox minister. He 
came to Massachusetts in 1683, at the age of forty ; 
after having been severely oppressed and persecuted 
for his non-conformity many years in England. He 
preached sometime at Limerick in Ireland before he 
came to America ; and often travelled a great distance 
to attend religious meetings held in private houses. 
He had great zeal as a Christian minister; but 
it was not without knowledge and a good degree of 
prudence. He suffered imprisonment for bis non- 
conformity ; and he was offered a deanery, if he 
would conform to the rites and forms and tene.ts of 
the Episcopal church ; but he could not accept it on 
such conditions, for he deemed them unscriptural, 
and therefore improper. When before the judges to 
answer his accusers for non-conformity, he said; 
''if I had been drinking and gaming, or carousing 
at a tavern, as do some ministers of the established 
church, I presume I* should not be thus treated as 
BXk offi^ider. Must praying to God, and preaching 
of Christ with a company of Christians, who are 
peaceable subjects of the king,-^must this be a 
orime? " He was discharged oply on condition that 
he would leave the country in a few weeks. He 
iuBoutoa in 1Q97. . He always discovered ^ 
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Strong feeling of pious trust, and was patient under all 
his persecutions and privations. He was animated 
by true religious zeal and love. '' Oh, that I may not 
be of the number of those who live without love, 
speaking without feeling, and act without life." He 
was very fond of the holy Scriptures. He said 
'' the bible is a precious book ; it is always new, 
and I learn from it, as often as I peruse it! " He 
published the non-conformists' memorial, biographia 
evangelica, and soipe other valuable pamphlets.* 

BANCROF'^, Rev. AARON D. D. graduated at 
Harvard College in the class of 1778 : and was or- 
dained over an independent Congregational Society 
in Worcester. He survived to the year 1838; and 
preached until a short time before his death.. He 
did not adopt the tllalvanistic creed ; and was there- 
fore denied ministerial intercourse by a large num- 
ber of the clergy of that period. He embraced the 
Unitarian system, in its leading tenets : but was too 
independent to adopt the tHeory of any particular 
sect or class of Christians. In his religious views 
he coincided mainly with Rev. Dr. Mayhew, who 
died about twelve years before Dr. Bancroft received 
his first degree. Dr. Mayhew published several 
sermons, and other pieces on theological subjects ; 
and his writings were read by most of the students 
in divinity, at the time Mr. Bancroft was preparing 
for the Christian ministry. Dr. Bancroft may justly 
be characterised as a rational Christian ; and his 
sermons were eminently of a practical tendency. 
In appearance he had less ardor than some others ; 
but he was impressive- in his appeals to his audi- 
ence ; and there was so much of argument that his 
hearers were generally convinced of the truth and 
importance of religion. During the niinistry of Dr. 
Bancroft, a great number of the clergy in Massachu- 
setts professed theological views similar to those 
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wbieb he adopted in more early life. A hvr jrears 
before his death, he published a volume of sermonSy 
which were honorable to faitn as a writer and a theo-> 
log ian. Many of the clergy, who_ did not agree 
entirely with him in his religious opinions, spoke 
favorably of these discoorses, and considered them 
calculated to recommend and to support the essential 
doctrines of revelation. Dr. Bancroft said, in a ser- 
mon preached when he was about eighty years of 
age, '' that he felt alone in the world ; his dti 
friends had departed, and the young knew him not" 
There is tfnthiti the observation, though it was not 
said by him in a spirit of complaint. It is generally 
ir»e, and such is the nature of mankind, that ' the 
aged, especially if without worldly power or treas-* 
ures, have little influence, or are little regarded. 
Bat it would be as unreasonable as vain to cherish 
£eieliogs o/ discontent on this account. If cheerful 
and unobtrusive, the aged will be esteemed by their 
families and intimate friends; and the applause or 
attentions of strangers would not add to their hap- 
piness, and should notbe am^iously sought. As a 
husband and father, Dr. Bancroft was correct and 
exemplary. He also had much of the -Christian 
vrrtoe of hospitality. He was a sincere friend, and 
a pleasant companion. He died in 1838, at the age 
of eighty-three. He was a. member of the Ameri;. 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, and received 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Harvard 
University. 

BARNARP, Ret. EDWARD son of Rev. John 
Barnard of Andover, whose father, Thomas Bar- 
nard, was also minister of that town^ and both 
graduates of Harvard College, received his puMio 
education in that Seminary with the class of 1736 ; 
and was the pastor of th« First Congregational 
Chi^sch amd Society in H^vectiiil £bi< thirty* one 

6« 
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jeavs. He died in 1774 at the age of fiftf^faiin 
Several of his occasional sermons were pubUsbed, ■ 
and others were requested of him for publication, 
which he declined. Those published were a dis- 
course before the convention of Congregational cler- 
gymen*of Massachusetts, one delivered on the day 
of general election, one on a public Fast, and one at 
the ordination of Rev. Mr. Gary of Newburypprt. 
After his death in 1774, his friends proposed to 
publish a volume of- his sermons, but the wat of 
1775 prevented. Mr. Barnard wasr distinguished as 
a scholar, and a writer. His sermons were correct 
and finished compositions; his style was flowing 
but not diffuse; his language elegant but not inflated; 
as a pulpit orator he was acceptable and popu^ 
lar, but not a declaimer, nor in the habit of address- 
ing the passions to produce temporary excitement. 
In his theological views, he was ranked with Armi- 
hians ; with Dr. Webster of Salisbury, Dr. Tucker " 
of Newbury, Dr. Symmes of Andover, Mn Balch of 
Bradford, Dr. Cummings of Billerica, Mr. Fogg of 
Kensington, Mr. Thayer of Hampton, and Mr. Cary 
of Newbury port. 

BARNARD, Rev. JOHN of Marblebead, had a 
high character as a theologian, a mathematician 
and a general scholar. He received his first degree 
in Harvard College 1700 ; and while a student in 
that Seminary, he was distinguished for his knowl- 
edge in mathematics, and his classical learning. 
He was well acquainted with the Hebrew language, 
as were many others of that day, especially those 
who were designed for the ministry. Dr. Chauncy 
esteemed him one of the most learned men of his 
time. Several of his occasional discourses were 
published ; and are written in a correct and forcible 
style. He had miK^h influence among the clergy^ 
especially in the latter part of. his life; and his opin. 



limn were received with more than ordinary d^nr- 
ence. His recpmrnendation of Mr. Holyoke for the 
presidency of Harvard College, it was said, had 
great influence with the corporation and overseers in 
his election. Mr. Holyoke was then a minister in 
Marblebead, and his character, as a scholar and a 
theologian, was well known to Mr. Barnard ; and 
yet their views of the doctrines of Christianity did 
not coincide entirely : an evidence of candor, and 
of a truly liberat a»d Christian spirit. He had the 
reputation of a liberal and orthodox divine. 

BARNARD, Rev. THOMAS D. D. received 
bis public ed;}cation in Harvard College with the 
class of 1766. His father was brother of Rev. Ed* 
ward Barnard of Haverhill, before noticed; and 
was first settled in Newbury, and then in Salem* 
On the decease of his father, Dr. Barnard was or- 
dained over the same religious society 'in Salemc 
He received a doctorate from the University of Edh 
inburg, and also from Brown University in Rhode 
Island. As a preacher, he was usually plain and 
practical, but sometimes doctrinal and argumeota4> 
tivje. He seldom discussed speculative or disputed 
points in theology ; but urged the necessity of a 
holy life and of good works. He insisted on man's 
accountability, and on the great doctrine of a future 
retribution ; thus to impress the heart and arouse the 
conscience; at the same time stating the solemn 
truths of the Christian revelaticna, as a foundation 
and security for a religious character. Dr. Barnard 
waS'held in high esteem by his clerical brethren for 
his learning and his liberal views; and he possessed 
social qualities, which endeared him to all with 
wboo^ he associated. He had an extensive and 
oorrect knowledge of mankind, and was an instruct* 
ive and pleasant companion. He published several 
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disGOurses delivered on public occasions, whicli veto 
well received ; «and which bear testimony, alike to 
his talents and candor. 

BARNES, Rev. DAYID D. D. was an aluimius 
of Harvard College, iu the class of 1754; and set« 
tied in the ministry in Scituate, Massachusetts. He 
lived to a good old age ; and always enjoyed the re- 
.spect and confidence of his people. As a preacher^ 
he was very plain and practical; and seldom intro- 
duced subjects of speculation, on which pious men 
entertain different views. But In conversation he 
didnot decline discussing the most difficult points in 
theology or ethics. He however di$eovered great 
<2a!idor, and cherished friendly sentiments towards 
!aU men whom he believed well disposed and 4iin- 
jcerely seeking for truth. He was ever ready to say 
•with Solomon, ^' that the conclusion of the whole 
matter was to fear God and keep his commands,^' — 
with the prophet, ^^ what does the Lord require of 
thee but to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with God," — with St. Peter, ''I perceive that God^ 
is no respecter of persons, biit in ev«ry nation, he 
tiirho feareth God and .worketh righteousness is 
accepted of him,"— and. with our Saviour, " that 
the first commandment is to love God with all the 
heart and soul and strength ; and the second, to love 
our neighbor as ourselves — :that on these two com* 
mandments hang all the law dnd the prophets.'' 

Dr. Barnes was a great reader ; he was eager to 
obtain every- new publieation on politics, religion, 
ethics or philosophy. At the same time, he read 
with care and discrimination. He was not merely 
a learned man. He was a correct and able judge of 
the books he peruFed, and his object seemed to be, 
to collect useful truths in philosophy and morals, to 
coiiiBXunicaie< to others. He wusbed to infiDrm and 
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improve his people ; especially the young xrho wei^ 
ready to learn. He was *' given to hospttatity, a 
lover of good men," a friend of peace, an advocate 
for free inquiry, and charitable towards those who 
differed from him in their religious sentiments, if 
they were not licentious, conceited and censorious. 
Dr. Barnes lived/to an age somewhat greater than 
three score and ten. 

BARNES, Hon. DAVID LEONARD son of Rev. 

Dr. Barnes, was graduated in 1780, at Harvard Col- 
lege. He chose the law for his profession ; and was 
eminent as a practitioner, in the town of Providence, 
and' State of Rhode Island. He received the ap- 

C ointment of Judge of the District Court of the 
ntled States for that District ; and died a few years 
after he was appointed to that office. Mr. Barnes 
was acknowledged to be an able lawyer, and his 
language and elocution were correct ; and he spoke 
with great readiness and ^nency. Had his life been 
prolonged, he probably wonld have been found 
among the most distinguished judicial characters of 
the country. 

• BARTLETT, Hon. JOSIAH was a native of 
Massachusetts, but settled as a physician, after the 
requisite study and preparation, in Kingston, in the 
Province of New Hampshire. He took an early 
and decided part, with other whigs in the country, 
in remonstrating against the arbitrary measures of 
the British ministry in 1770-6. And when they at- 
tempted to enforce their oppressive acts by the mili- 
tary arm, in 1775, he approved of the defensiva 
measures then adopted, and of a resort to the sword 
for the preservation of our civil rights and liberties. 
He was Colonel of militia in 1770 ; and a member 
of the General Assembly of New Hampshire the 
same year. In 1774, lie was a delegate in the Pxo^ 



mS WtliLIAM BAUtOH. 

▼meial oonvention or Cmigress in that proTinea. 
And ia 1776 had a seat, as ope of the two delegatas 
from New Hampshire, in the Conti»ental (Congress. 
Next after John Hancock, then the president of that 
illustrious band of patriots, his name is borne on 
the memorable document, asserting and declaring 
the Unit^ States of America to be free, sovereign, 
and independent. Mr. Bartlett remained in the 
Continental Congress in 1777 and 1778, — and was 
afterwards President of New Hampshire, A few 
years after the constitution of that State was adopt-, 
ed, he was chosen Governor ; he succeeded Governor 
John Sullivan in 1790, who had been in the chaix 
four or five years. Governor Bartlett died in 1795 
at the age of sixty-six years. — While in the practice 
of physic, he ranked among the most eminent of 
the profession in New Hampshire. His memory is 
cherished with respect, by those who were person- 
ally acquainted with him, or who remember his 
public services. 

BARTON, CoL. WILLIAM was an officer in the 
American army, in the war of the Revolution, and in 
Rhode Island. He had the character of a very 
brave and daring soldier, and he gave full proof of 
it by the capture of the British General Prescott, in 
1777. The British then had a large force on Rhode 
Island, and occupied Newport and vicinity in the 
spring and summer of that year, under command of 
General Prescott. The militia were collected ^t sev- 
eral places on the continent near the island, but did 
not make an attack on the British. In the month 
of June of that year Lieutenant Colonel Barton "pro- 
jected the hazardous plan of seizing the British Gen- 
eral. He took about twenty choice and brave spir- 
its like himself, and proceeded in two row boats in 
the evening, towards the Island. On the way he 
.had to pass very near the British ships of war tbea 
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riding at anchor, off Newport But he was not dis* 
covered. He landed, and with part of his company, 
directed his way to the head quarters of the British 
Gener^, who was in a house some distance frcnn the 
town of Newport, bat had the usual guard with him* 
Barton had laid his plans and given proper instruc- 
tions to his men both as to silence and to action. One 
guard was stilled by threats, and others about and in 
the house by like means, or by forcingaway separately. 
General Prescolt had retired, and was undressing for 
bed, but Barton found a way to his chamber, despite 
all obstacles — seized on his person, conveyed him to 
the boat, and brought him off in triumph. The deed 
was scarcely credited when first reported. -And it 
excited the admiration of all who heard it. But, in 
the British, admiration was mingled with morlifica* 
tion ; in the Americans, with great rejoicings. Con- 
gress recommended Barton to Washington, the Com- 
mander in Chief, and he gave him a commission as 
a chief Colonel. After the war, Col. Barton was poof , 
and even wholly destitute of all property, and was 
incarcerated in a loathsome jail for months, simply 
for debt. General Lafayette pitied and relieved 
him ; and in 1828, Congress allowed to him and oth- 
ers who had served in the war of the Revolution, 
a stipend equal to the payment received when 
they were in actual service in the field. And this 
gratuity, or payment, as it might be justly called^ 
made the residue of his days more pleasant and com- 
fortable. He died twelve years after this generous 
act of the government. 

BASS, Rev. EDWARD D. D.was an alumnus of 
Harvard College, and had his degree in 1744. Ht 
received Episcopal ordination and was settled over 
a church in Newburyport, which worshipped ac- 
cording to the forms and ceremonies required by the 
Edgtidi- hierarchy, and by law established itt' the 
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mile with the General Court as his predecessors had. 
Mr. Belcher was also Governor of New Hampshire ; 
that province being' included in his commissioa for 
Massachusetts. He opposed the issue of paper moa- 
ey in 1733, and that rendered him obnoxious to spec- 
ulators and bankrupts. At a later period he was 
appointed Governor of New Jersey, and removed to 
that colony in the year 1739. He died in 1757, at 
the age of seventy-six, and was greatly lamented for 
his many virtues and useful public services. He 
was esteemed as. a pious man, aud some thought 
him an enthusiast. He was a great addiirer of Whit- 
field. 

BELKNAP, Rev. JEREMY D. D. received his 
first degree in Harvard College, in 1762, being theaof 
the age of eighteen. He was designed by his parents 
for the Christian ministry, and soon after leaving 
College, gave his particular attention to the subject 
of theology. At that period the advantages for the 
study of divinity were not so great as at present. 
Books on ecclesiastical history and onlbiblical criti- 
cism have been multiplied within the last half cen- 
tury. And although some of them are without much 
value, and are rather indicative of the writers indulg- 
ing their imaginations, than remarkable for solid 
learning or valuable additions to theological knowl- 
edge, yet others have served to elucidate difficult 
passages of scripture, and to give more just views of 
revelation. The theological writings of the former 
part of the last century, and of the preceding, how- 
ever,^were sources of knowledge and learning on re- 
ligious subjects, calculated to qualify one for an able 
and useful minister of the gospel, on a diligent pe- 
rusal aud study. And most of the clergy in New 
England of the last century were as learned theolo- 
gians as any of the present period. They careful- 
ly studied the sacred cetnonical books in their original 



languages, pernsed the Christian writers of the three 
first centuries, and had recourse to- the learned labors 
of protestant divines from the time of Luther, em- 
bracing a period of more than two hundred years. 
And such was the interest^ taken on the subject of 
Christianity, as to doctrines, duties, rites and cere- 
monies, and the powers of the clergy — that the re- 
formers searched the scriptures, and early writers of 
the church most diligently, in order to ascertain the 
meaning and import of the former, and the views 
and opinions of the latter. It became necessary to 
do this, apart .from the desire to learn the true doc- 
tines and revelation, that the glosses and false inter- 
pretations of the papists might be detected and ex- 
posed. 

Dr. Belknap wrote in a pure and correct style, 
but evidently without any aim at harmonious pe- 
riods or elegant phraseology. His published works 
are numerous ; the most voluminous are his History 
of New Hampshire, in three octavo volumes : his 
American Biography in two volumes ; several occa- 
sional sermons, on the institution and observation of 
the Sabbath ; political essays ; a volume on the doc- 
trines, miracles and resurrection of our Lord, with 
reference to the evidences of the divine origin of Chris- 
tianity; and a centenial discourse in 1792, three hun- 
dred years after the discovery of America by Colum- 
bus. 

The credit of founding the Massachusetts Histor- 
cal Society in 1791, is justly due to Dr. Belknap. This 
Society, as it should be, has been instrumental in 
collecting, preserving, and republishing numerous 
pamphlets published in the early periods. of the New 
Bngland Colonies, which would otherwise have 
been lost, and thus furnishing materials for a cor- 
rect history of the two and three first generations. 
Twenty-eight volumes have been already published, 
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and the value of (turn oontenti are bow geoefally 
justly appreciated. 

Dr. Belkoap was ordained over the cluirch and 
society in Dover, New Hampshire, in 1767, where ha 
continued till 17S6. He afterwards took charge of 
. the religious society in Boston, Federal street, and 
remained in that station till his deatti, 1798. He 
was a faithful pastor and an ^^ able Minister of the 
New Testament," and he shared highly in ^ the re« 
spect and love of his friends, for his amiablci 
disposition and pleasant deportment. The following 
lines were found among his papers :— *- 

When faith and patience, hope and Ioto, 

Have made as meet for heaven above, *^ 

How blest the privilege to rise, 

8natch'd in a momeBt to the skies ; 

UncoDsciotts to resign oar breath. 

Nor taste the bitterness/ of death. 

He died suddenly at the age of 56 years. 

BELLINGHAM, Hon. RICHARD was one of 
the original patentees of Massachnsetts Bay, from 
the Plymouth Company in England ; a corporation 
for settling New England, or North Virginia ; a 
company formed in 1606, but not formally san€rtion<> 
ed and known till November i620w Sir Richard 
Saltonstall, Isaac Johnson, and John Endicott were 
also patentees. 

Beilingham came over in 1634. He had received 
a good education, and was by profession a lawyer. 
He had the reputation of being a rigid puritan, and 
in his character was assimilated to all or most of the 
first settlers both in Massachusetts and Plymouth 
Colonies. But with them religion was not a cloak, 
nor a mere name ; they were sincere and conscien? 
tious. Both in piiblic. and private stations they 
were just, upright and faithful. There never was a 
cbs^rge, nor does it appear that there was a suspicion 
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of injaslice or oppression in eiliier of the Governor^ 
of Massachusetts or Plymouth for the first fifty or 
sixty years ; and while they were elected by th« 
people. In 1686, Dudley and Andros were of a 
diflfereut character, and they were appointed by the 
King. So that when it was said of Bellingham, 
*' that he never received a bribe," the remark would 
apply to the other chief magistrates, for the first pe- 
riod. Of BelHngham and Winthropit might be justly 
said, " that they were learned in the law," Per» 
haps it might be applied also to Bradstreet, Nowell, 
Pynchon, and to Haynes and Ludlow ; the two last 
of whom removed to Connecticut in 1636. These 
men considered civil government necessary to the 
liberties of the people. In their opinion, there 
were certain fundamental principles and maxims, 
agreeable to which all laws should be made and civil 
governments maintained. But they contended 
for more power in the people to decide on constitu* 
tional principles, by forming or approving of a so* 
eial compact, as well as to elect their rulers and 
legislators, than the subjects in England possessed. 
They were real republicans from the first ; but the 
maintenance of law and order was deemed as es^ 
sentjal by them as by the people of Great Britain. 
Annual elections, in which all the freeholders and 
those admitted freemen had a vote, maije a great 
change in the nature and form of the civil government 
in Massachusetts, compared to the parent country. 
Laws were made, and taxes imposed by the depu* 
ties of the people, chosen in the several towns. And 
ki some cases, the representatives, when proved faith^^ 
fal and able, were rerclected for several years. BeU 
lingham was not so entirely exclusive and intoler^i 
ant as Dudley and Endicott. He was more like 
Winthrop, and even he was strict enough in preserv- 
ing ttke purity of faith and worship against all hore^ 
ties fkiicl scismfttics. Learqing inclined them to be 
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more mild and catftolic. Dttdley and £ndicott were 
less liberal, by any influence froBi extensive knowl- 
edge on ecclesiastical history, and tbe study of men- 
tal philosophy. Mr. Bellingham was chosen an as- 
sistant soon after he arrived in the colony, and Gov- 
ernor in 1641 and 1654; and on the death of Gover- 
nor Endicott in 1664, for eight successive years, and 
till his death in 1673. He survived all the patentees 
and all th.e early assistants, except Bradstreet, who 
lived to a later period by twenty years. These fathers 
of Massachusetts, no doubt, committed some mis^ 
takes, especially in their severe treatment of Roger 
Williams, of the few Episcopalians in the colony, 
and of the Quakers and Baptists. Lechford, a law- 
yer, who was in the colony, from 1637 to 1641, and 
bad strong j)rejndices against them, for their rigid 
puritanical opinions and conduct, said, '' that wiser 
men than they, coming into a new territory and 
forming a new government, would probably have 
committed much greater errors than ihey did.'' 

BENTLEY, Rev. WILLIAM D. D. was a native 
of Boston, where he received a good classical edu- 
cation, and after the usual residence of four years in 
Harvard College, took his first degree with the class 
of 1778. He excelled in the knowledge of the 
Greek language, and in three years after he finished 
his studies, as a member of the college he was 
chosen teacher of that language there ; and con- 
tinued three years in that station. He was master 
of that copious and sonorous language, and took 
great pleasure in pointing out to the students the 
poetical beauties of Homer. In 1783, Mr. Bentley 
was ordained over the second religious society in 
Salem, and filled that important office, acceptably 
and faithfully until his death, in 1819. He gave 
much to his peopFe, to the poor and infirm. He had 
a large library, and possessed various and extensive 



learning. Few in the country were so well acquainted 
with oriental iangnages and literature. In his views 
of the Christian revelation, he differed from most of 
his brethren in the ministry. He did not exalt 
Christianity so highly. He hardly allowed of its 
necessity, or its new truths undiscovered by reason. 
He spoke of the Christian revelation as merely a re- 
publication of 'the law of reason and nature; of 
natural religion, as being designed to confirm what 
Moses, Abraham, Job, and David taught: That 
natural religion was the foundation of the Christian 
religion ; and therefore more important, or superior 
to it; that, as it is not what a man professes or be-* 
l^ves, but what he does — that it is not every one 
who saith, Lord,' Lord, but he who does the will of 
his Lord, who will be . accepted. -^ From these 
positions, not to be denied or disputed, without some 
qualifications, and allowed to be in a sense important 
and correct ; from these he concluded that natural 
religion taught by reason and nature, and received 
by all men, was superior to revealed religion, in 
some sense; and that the design of Christianity 
therefore was to bring men back to natural religion, 
to the religion of the patriarchs, which consisted in the 
worship and adoration of one God, with.as little out- 
ward formas might be ; in justice, benevolence, and 
kindness to our fellow-man ; and in purity, sobriety, 
temperance and self-denial. It is not my purpose 
to discuss any such question as may here arise, but 
only to state some of Dr. Bentley's religious views. 
They were not peculiar to him. Many expressed 
similar sentiments in the early ages of Christianity; 
in the time of Eusebius the historian. And some at 
the present day entertain similar opinions. Dr. 
Bentley published several discourses delivered be- 
fore Free Masons, at ordinations, and on the General 
Election. He died in 1819, at the age of 8ixty«» 
three. . •. r 
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BLISS, Hon. GEORGE L L. D. received bis 
education in Yale College, Connecticut, and was 
graduated in 1784. He chose the profession of law, 
and was . distinguished for legal learning, and for 
good judgment and integrity as an attorney. He' 
settled in Spring6eld, Massachusetts, the place of 

. bis birth. He had a great thirst for knowledge, and 
was a diligent student through life. His acquire- 
ments were great, and his application of his talents 
and learning were to useful purposes, both in a 
moral and political view. He traced the customs 
and principles of law to their origin ; and was de- 
sirous of ascertaining the authority on which they 
rested. Few were as well read in law as Mr. Bliss ; 
and very few as diligent and thorough in searching 
for legal precedents to bear on any cause in which 
be was engaged as attorney or counsellor. He was 
frequently called into public life by his^ fellow 
citizens; having been elected several years as 
Representative, Senator or Counsellor. The re- 

^ ligious character of Mr. Bliss merits high commenda- 
tion. Being a firm believer in divine revelation,^ he 
made public profession of the Christian faith ; and 
made that holy system the rule and guide of his 
conduct in all the relations of life. 

BOLLAN, WILLIAM Esq., came to America in 
1743, soon after Governor Shirley settled in Boston, 
whose daughter he married. He was a lawyer by 
profession. In 1746, he was sent as agent to Eng« 
land for the Province; and continued in that- station 
several years. His talents were of a superior order; 
and he gave himself much to the study of the re^ 
sources and statistics of the country, especially of 
Massachusetts. He was an able and faithful agent 
for the Province, and in various ways, sought for its 
welfare and prosperity. But in 17&3, be fell und^r 
Ike censure of the General Court, the majority of 
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which supposed he did not fully staie the expenses 
which the Province had incurred in the long war 
of 1754 — 1762. It was a matter of, regret with 
many that he was superseded in that office ; for it 
was soon evident that his successor was less able or 
attentive than ^ he had been. Mr. Bollan was an 
Episcopalian ; and some prejudice on that account, 
might still exist in the people generally in New 
England. The Council however, continued him as 
their agent for several years ; and had no cause of 
regret for the confidence they placed in him, or for 
bis conduct in that capacity. He lived to wittiess 
the collision between the parent country and the 
colonies in North America, which he probably long 
foresaw and lamented. He died in the year 1776. 

BOURNE, BENJAMIN L.L. D. of Bristol, 
in the State of Rhode Island, received his public 
education in Harvard College with the class of 177.5. 
He descended from Rev. Richard Bourne of Sand*- 
wich, Massachusetts* He chose the legal profession ; 
and had the reputation of an able lawyer. He also 
possessed the esteem of those who knew him, as an 
honorable and accomplished man. Mr. Bourne was 
a member of Congress under the present Federal 
government, and always discovered a thorough 
knowledge of the resources of the country ; and ap- 
proved the policy of President Washington and 
Adams. In 1800, he received a commission from 
President Adams as one of the judges of the United 
States circuit court, established that year, by a law 
of Congress : and he was much respected in that 
capacity and station. In 1801, the law establislung 
that court was repealed ; and Judge Bourne did not 
long survive after that time. 

BOURNE, RICHARD was one of the first inhabr 
it^ats of Sandwichj in the county of Barnstabl^ 
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which was settled in 1635. Diiring several years as 
the people there had no ordained minister, be usual- 
ly performed tlie public religious services. He soon 
manifested a desire to have the Indians of that ti^ 
cinity taught the great doctrines and duties of Chris- 
tianity, and to be civilized through its blessed influ- 
ence, and the aid of agricultural occupations. In 
1650, he labored to teach the Christian reHgion to 
the natives, and sometimes with good success. 

Mr. Bourne may be considered the third Missiona- 
ry in the order of time, to the Indians in New Eng- 
land. Thomas Mayhew of the Vineyard was the 
first, in 1643, and John Eliot of Roxbury, was the 
second, in 1646. Mr. Bourne was ordained over 
the Indians of the tribe at Marshpee, in 1670, by 
Rev. John Eliot of Roxbury, and Rev. John Cotton 
of Plymouth, a son of the first Mr. Cotton of Boston. 

Mr. Bourne aimed also to promote the temporal 
welfare and improvement of the Indians, to introduce 
among them the arts of civilization. But his success 
was not great in this respect, though several of the 
Marshpee tribe were induced to have a fixed and per- 
manent residence, and to cultivate the soil. He man- 
ifested his regard for their welfare, by prevailing on 
the colonial authority to confirm their lands to them 
and their children so that they might not be able to 
sell to any one for any consideration. His son and 
a grandson were also great friends to the Indians, and 
labored for their improvement. 

BOWDITCH, NATHANIEL L L. D. was born 
in Salem, and his parents were of the common class 
of people, but respectable. While quite a youth he 
discoveced an uncommon spirit of inquiry, and an 
ardent desire for knowled^. His father did not feel 
able to give him an expensive education, without 
doing injustice to the other members of his family ; 
and young Bowditcb ww ^m^ime employed a3 a 
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clerk in a merchant's counting room. Thongh bI* 
ways attentive in the discharge of the duties of his 
station, and faithful to the interests of his employer, 
be gave much time to reading and study. This was 
done by devoting the time to«bodks which most 
young persons spend in recreation and amujsement 
Mathematical studies were principally pursued by 
him from his youth. He was resolved to under- 
stand the science of numbers, and at the age of 
twenty, he surpassed all his contemporaries in this 
department of knowledge. A little before he reach- 
ed this age, he expressed a desire to take a distant 
voyage ; induced probably by a desire to see foreign 
countries, as well as to engage in some profitable 
"Employment. Here his habits of industry, and his 
love of mathematical pursuits continued. When 
not performing his proper duties, he was at his 
books ; and while eager to store his own mind with 
knowledge, he was always ready to assist others in 
their studies, and even to excite them to spend their 
leisure hours in the attainment of useful information. 
He taught several of the seaman the art of iiaviga** 
tion, who had not studied it before. As he ad- 
vanced in Hfe, Mr. Bowditch cherished still more 
strongly his love of mathematics, including the sulv 
lime subject of astronomy. His work on navigation 
has been of great use to seamen, while it is proof of 
his diligent apd profound studies. His great work 
entitled, ** Mechaniqiie Celobste^'^ is not surpas^d by 
that of any philosopher or astronomer which has 
ever appeared. In this work he has discovered a 
most comprehensive mind^ by which it has been 
acknowledged he rose above Franklin, to a level 
with Newton. His great and wonderful attainments 
may justly be attributed to his uncommon industry, 
to his profound reflections, and his thorough inves- 
tigations. As a friend, a son, the head of a family, 
and a citizen, he was highly estimable and greatly 
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beloved ; as a Christian at once liberal- and unosten- 
tatious, humble and devout. He died in 1838 at 
the age of sixty-four. He received the degree of 
L L. D. from Harvard University in 1816. And h« 
was a Fellow of the Royal Society of London, and 
of other learned societies in Europe. 

BOWDOIN, Hon. JAMES L L. D. was of 
French descent, and his grandfather Pere Bo wdoin 
who came to America in 1688, was a Hugonaut, or 
French protestant. His father was a respectable 
merchant in Boston, and by diligence and prudence 
acquired a large estate. Mr. Bowdoin received the 
degree of A. B. in Harvard College in the year 
1745, at the age of eighteen. ^ Even at that early 
age, he had the reputation of a diligent student and 
a good scholar. After leaving the University, he 
devoted much more time to literary pursuits than 
the graduates of the college generally do. In his 
youthful days, he sometimes indulged in poetical 
effusions. But his poetry was not much admired. 
He published a pamphlet in rhyme; of which he 
and his friends were surprised to find that the book- 
seller disposed of only five or six copies. His chief 
study was directed to mathematics, astronomy, and 
the physical sciences. He corresponded with some 
of the most eminent astronomers in England, and 
wrote several articles for publication in the volumes 
of the Anierican Academy of Arts and Sciences ; of 
which learned society he was president, from 1780, 
when it was founded, till the time of his d'eath, in 
1790. Mr. Bowdoin was one of the leading charac- 
ters of the Revolution of 1775. He was decided and 
firm in his opinions, but less ardent than some of the 
patriots of that memorable period. And moderation 
united to firmness was as necessary as ardor and 
zeal. He was a member of the General Court, as 
early as 1764, when he was only thirty ; and from . 
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that time gem^rally had a seat in the legislature, in 
the House of Council. More tlian once, he receiVed 
the negative of the trovernor, for his firmness in 
opposing the arbitrary acts of Parliament. The 
other counsellors chosen, May 1774, by the General 
Court, were John Erving, James Pitts, Artemas 
Ward, Benjamin Greenleaf, Caleb Cushing, Michael 
Farley, Samuel Phillips, Richard Derbyj Jr., James 
Otis, William Sever, Walter Spooner, Jeremiah 
Powell, Benjamin Chadbourn, Zedediah Preble, 
George Leonard, Jerathmiel Bowers, Enoch Free- 
man, Jedediah Foster, John Adams, James Prescott, 
Norton Quincy, Benjamin Austin, Timothy Daniel- 
son; but Governor Gage gave his negative to the 
following persons — Bowdoin, Dexter, J. Adams, 
Winthrop, Danielson, Austin, Phillips, Farley, Pres- 
cott, Quincy. With the exception of Bowers, the 
above were requested by the Provincial Congress in 
Oct. 1774, to attend at the (then) next session of that 
body, as the constitutional counsellors of the prov- 
ince ; and the mandamus counsellors were disowned. 
He may be classed with Otis, S. Adams, and J. 
Adams, S. Dexter, J. Hawley, J. Winthrop, J. Han- 
cock. Bowdoin, Winthrop, (professor,) and Dexter 
were among the most literary characters of their 
day. Mr. Bowdoin was one of the five delegates 
chosen in Massachusetts in June 1774, to attend a 
Continental Congress which met in September of that 
year at Philadelphia; but was unable to attend. 
He had a seat in the Supreme Executive Council of 
Massachusetts in 1775, and several years following: 
and he was president of the Convention which 
formed the constitution of the State; in 1780. He 
had the highest respect for General -Washington. 
He considered him one of the greatest men who had 
ever lived. Mr. Bowdoin was Governor of Massa- 
chusetts in 1785 and 1786 ; and his administration . 
of the government of the State received the approba- 
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tion of the great body of the people. The times re* 
quired uncommon firmness and prudence. The debts 
of the commonwealth were to a great amount, arising 
from the expenses of the war of the Revolution, 
which continued to 1783 ; and the taxes were high 
and burdensome : so that a portion of the people 
which did not duly reflect on the cause of the taxes 
complained, and at length attempted to prevent the 
due course of law and justice by combmation and 
force. By prudence and decision in Governor 
Bowdoin, the lawless were restrained, and the an- 
archy which threatened was happily prevented. In 
private life his character was without reproach. 
He fully sustained the character of an honest, 
benevolent man, and of a sincere and humble Chris- 
tian. His faith in the truth and the divine origin of 
Christianity was free of all doubt — and while he 
exercised bis reason, in ascertaining the meaning of 
difficult and obscure passages, he bowed to the 
authority of Christ, and received his plain declara- 
tions with submissive reverence. He attributed his 
belief in the gospel, in a great mea$(ure, to a careful 
perusal of Butler's analogy of natural and revealed 
reUgion. 

BRADFORD, WILLIAM one of the principal 
men by whom Plymouth colony was settled in 1620, 
was chosen Governor soon after the death of John 
Carver, in March 1621 ; and was annually elected 
till his death in 1657, except five years, when he 
was excused at his own particular request. Edward 
Winsiow was elected three years, and Thomas 
Preuce two years within that period^ Governor 
Carver was a very discreet and prudent character ; 
and his early death wa^ greatly ^ lamented. Mr. 
Bradford was thirty-two years of age when the 
company of one hundred began th§ settlement of 
Plymouth. It appears by his Tetters and other man- 
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uscripts, and by the testimony of his contemporaries 
also, that he had a good education. He understood 
the ancient languages, and was well read in theoldgy, 
in ecclesiastical and general history. He early 
united himself to the Church of puritans under 
Clifton and Robinson ; and after suffering persecu- 
tion on account of religion several years, he went 
with others to Holland in 1608. There they re- 
mained nearly twelve years, when they removed to 
America. Robinson and most of his church were 
at first rigid separatists ; and declined all religious 
intercourse with those of the established Episcopal 
churches, because of the great errors and corruptions 
which then prevailed in them. But they became 
more mild and catholic after a few years. Mr. 
Bradford, and Mr. Carver, and Mr. R. Cushman, 
went agents to England for the company at Leyden, 
in 1618 and 1619, to obtain leave for occupying 
some territory in Virginia, north or south, and for 
making proper preparations to transport their 
families to the new world. Religion was their prin- 
cipal object in removing, and in settling in a wild 
and unsubdued forest. None but men sincerely re- 
ligious, would have voluntarily submitted to such 
privations, difi^cuties and dangers, and made such 
sacrifices as they did. "They forsook a fruitful 
land, goodly houses and dear relatives, to go to a 
distant wilderness, thousands of leagues by sea. 
They suffered all this and more, that they might 
enjoy the ordinances of Christ in their primitive 
purity." — " They preferred purity in religion and 
the primitive doctrines of the gospel before all the 
honors and pleasures of the world." The story of 
their sufferings has been so often told, that it is not 
necessary to dwell upon it. Governor Bradford re^ 
t$iined the esteem of the colony during the long pe- 
riod he was chief magistrate. There was never 
9nj charge of mal-conduct preferred^against himi — 
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aor were any oppressed by his agency; and no 
jealously or rivalship ever existed between him and 
the other leading characters of the colony. He left 
two sons by a second wife, Mrs. Alice South worth ; 
a son by the first wife was lost on a passage to Eng- 
land. His son William had a numerous offspring ; 
nine sons, and four daughters. This son was an 
assistant, treasurer of the colony, the commander of 
the militia, and in 1686, the deputy governor. He 
was also one of the Council in Massachusetts, under 
the second charter, granted in 1691, when Plymouth 
was included in that Province. He died in 1704, at 
the age of eighty. One of his sons settled at Nor- 
wich, in Connecticut. One in Duxbury by the name 
of Samuel ; whose son Gamaliel was judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas for the County of Plymouth, 
and a counsellor, in the time of Governor Bernard 
and Governor Hutchinson. And his son Gamaliel 
was a colonel during the war of the Revolution ; 
and afterwards a Representative and a magistrate. 
" These all died in faith,'' — faith in the doctrines 
and promises of the Christian revelation — and in 
faith of the propriety of the Church government, 
discipline and practice of their pilgrim fathers of the 
Leyden society under John Robinson.—*^ This Mr. 
Robinson," says an Episcopalian, " to give him his 
due, was a learned man and of a. mild spirit." In 
the last ten years of his life he was far more candid 
and charitable in his religious opinions, than when 
he first separated from the established Church. His 
various writings afford proof of his extensive learn- 
ing. He received his education in one of the 
colleges in Cambridge. *Dr. Belknap, and others 
after him, say he was ^' probably " educated in that 
University, They might have omitted the word 
probably. In a manuscript left by Mr, Robinson at 
-his death,. he says — *' As they who affect alienation 
ffom others make their dif][erences as great, and (he 
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opinions and practices of those opposed to them as 
odious as possible : so, on the contrary, they wht) 
desire peace interpret things as favorably as they 
can, and seek for a lawful door of entry into agree- 
ment or accord with them. Of this number I pro- 
fess myself to be, by the grace of God, both as a 
companion and a guide; especially as to my Chris- 
tian countrymen, to whom God has tied me by 
many bonds ; accounting it a cross that I am in any 
particular compelled to dissent from them. And I 
esteem it a benefit, and a matter of rejoicing where 
I can with a good conscience unite with them in 
matter, if not in manner ; or, where it may be, in 
both. And this affection I have always cherished 
in my breast, even when I seemed farthest drawn 
from them. And all who know my course can 
testify that I have opposed all sour zeal against and 
rejection of such as whose holy graces challenged 
respect from all Christians. I have one and the 
same faith, hope, spirit, baptism and Lord, which I 
had in the Church of England, and none other: 
and I esteem many of that Church to be partakers 
of the like faith ; and therefor^ as my Christian 
brethren." Bradford and Winslow bear testimony 
to the great candor of Mr. Robinson, in the latter 
psHTt of his life. It was greatly to the honor of Mr. 
Robinson that he became more candid and liberal 
as he advanced in life, and his knowledge increased. 
So it is with all independent arjd honest minds. He 
died in 1625, at Leyden, at the^ age of fifty, when 
intending to remove to America with the portion of 
his Church who did not emigrate in 1620, 1621, ox 
1623. 

BRADFORD, Hon. WILLIAM a native of 

Plympton, Massachusetts, a son of Samuel, who 

was a great-grandson of Governor William Brad-r 

ford, was an eminent lawyer, and early settled at 
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Bristol, in Rhode Island. He first studied medicine, 
and practised a few years in early life. His 
business as a lawyer, was quite extensive in the 
southern parts of Massachusetts, as well as in 
Rhode Island. He was an able and popular advo- 
cate ; and given to wit and humor, which rendered 
him a pleasant companion. He held the office of 
Lieutenant Governor in Rhode Island several years ; 
and when the General government was established 
under the constitution of the United States, he had 
the appointment of a federal Senator. He retained 
this station some years, when he resigned on account 
of the feeble state of his health. He lived near 
Mount Hope ; and his lands included that memora- 
ble eminence. One of his sons had his public edu- 
cation in Harvard College ; and one of the family 
lately owned the estate of his ancestor. 

BRATTLE, THOMAS Esq., an eminent man 
of Boston, Massachusetts, was brother of Rev. 
William Brattle of Cambridge. He received his 
first degree at Harvard College in 1676. He rank- 
ed high as a scholar ; and as a mathematician and 
astrononaer : very few of that period were his equals 
in that department of science. He wrote an account 
of the Salem witchcraft, which alarmed t.he country 
in 1692 ; and many were put to death at the time of 
that lamentable delusion. He had no faith in witch- 
craft, and his statement, as well as those of some 
others made soon after, afforded satisfactory evi- 
dence that the persons charged were innocent of the 
crime, and that their accusers \Cere under the in- 
fluence of niost unfounded and superstitious fears. 
Two of the judges, out of five, which constituted 
the tribunal before which they were tried, and sev- 
jsral clergymen, were ppposed to the persecutions and 
.executions whiph took place for that purpose. Mr. 
Brattle was a rehgious character, but more liberal 
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in some respects than the majority of his day, 
especially on the subject of Chnrch government. 
And he supposed all of a religions society, who 
regularly attended public worship and paid their 
taxes towards the minister's support, had a right to 
vote in all the concerns of the societv. He denied 
that the members of the Church had the exclusive 
right to settle the minister. 

BRATTLE, Rev. WILUAM was many years 
pastor of the first Congregational Church and So- 
ciety in Cambridge. He had his first degree in 
Harvard College in the year 1680 : and was one of 
the best scholars of his day. He passed several 
years as an instructor and fellow in the college ; and 
his services were highly appreciated. Dr. Increase 
Mather was then president of the college; but 
passed nearly three years in England, from 1688 to 
1691 ; and Mr. Brattle and John Leveretl, after- 
wards the president, were the only instructors. The 
students were well governed, during this period;' 
and they made as great improvement as when the 
president was with them. Dr. Mather did not re- 
side wholly near the college : he was pastor of a 
church in Boston while president, and there washils 
usual and general residence. Mr. Brattle was a fel- 
low of the Royal Society in London ; a distinction 
of which very few Americans could then boast. 
He was a superior writer for his time. His sermons 
were well studijed and his didactic compositions, in 
the opinion of Mr. Dummer, a competent judge, 
were equal to those of the clergy in England which 
passed through the press. Mr. Brattle died in 1717, 
aged fifty-four ; and left a high character as a 
pastor and a theologian. 

BRIGHAM, Hon. ELIJAH was educated in Dart- 
mouth College, and received his first degree in 1778. 
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He passed through college with the reputation of ft 
good scholar and a correct young man. He chose 
the law for his profession ; and acquired and main- 
tained an honorable character amoug his brethren of 
the law, and of his fellow citizens generally, in the 
County of Worcester in which he resided. In 1810, 
he wa« elected a member of Congress ; and contin- 
ued to hold a seat in the national legislature several 
years. He died in 1817, while a member of that 
body. — He was also a justice of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the County of Worcester ; and some- 
time a member of the Senate and of the Supreme 
Executive Council of Massachusetts. He was much 
esteemed as a man of good sense and sound judg- 
ment ; intelligent and correct as a politician, as well 
as candid and conciliating in his opinions. He had 
more reason to be tenacious of his own sentiments 
than many others, who are conceited rather than 
wise ; and obstinate rather than decided. Mr. Brig- 
ham had equal firmness and moderation. He held 
other stations than those mentioned, of a public 
nature ; and was always found attentive and faithful 
in discharging the duties of his station. 

BREWSTER, WILLIAM one of the principal 
founders of the Plymouth Colony, in 1620, received 
his education at the University in Cambridge, Eng- 
land, and was sometime under-secretary of Sir Wil- 
liam Davison, an Embassador to Holland in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth. Davison fell under cen- 
sure from the Queen and her ministers, and his po- 
litical office was taken from him ; and Brewster was 
thus thrown out of public employment. He wae pious 
from his youth, and Avas early found among those 
who opposed the ceremonies and .forms of the Eng- 
lish Episcopal church. The puritans, or separatists, as 
they were then called, assembled in private houses, 
in small companies ; and Mr. Brewster's house 
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was one of the places where they often met for re- 
ligious worship, in which they did not conform to 
the prayers and rites required by the common laws 
of the realm.* By his influence, a society was form- 

*In 15S3, sixty regaHar ministers in Suffolk county, England, were 
silenced, on a charge or suspicion of non-conformity ; sixty-four in 
Norfolk, thirty-eight in Essex, and twenty-one in Lincolnshire. The 
latter was the cpunty in which originally resided several of Mr. Rob- 
inson's church. These twenty-one silenced clergy of Lincolnshire 
presented the following petition to the Lords of the Council. It has 
not been given by any one who has referred to the history of the 
Puritans of that period^; — ** Forasmuch, right honorable, as the 
Lord of heaven and earth hath substituted youi^ honors next under 
her majesty, to procure passage to his gospel, beauty to his church, 
and glory to his kingdom ; in which business of the Lord, to the 
great joy of all those who pray heartily for Jerusalem, hitherto yon 
have happily proceeded. We whose names are under written, whom 
the same Lord hath in mercy placed over some of his people here in 
Lincolnshire, as pastors and preachers to feed them with the word of 
truth, do humbly beseech your honors to regard the pitiful and wofui 
state of our congregations and people in these parts, which being des- 
titute of our ministry, by means of a subscription, generally and 
strictly urged now and of late by the bishop^s officers, do mourn and 
lament. It is well known to your Lordships that an absolute sub- 
scription is required though the province of Canterbury, to three ar- 
ticles : concerning her Majesty's supreme authority in the Church, 
the book of common prayer with that of consecrating bishops and 
[M'iests, and concerning the book of articles. As touching the first, 
we offer ourselves to a full subscription, as always heretofore we 
have done ; as also to the articles of religion ; but cannot be accept- 
ed herein without an absolute subscribing to the other, unto which 
we dare not condescend, being not as yet (many of us) fully ac- 
quainted with the book of consecrating bishops and ordaining priests 
and deacons ; and all of us unresolved and unsatisfied in our con*- 
sciences in many points of the common prayer. May it please your 
Lordships also favorably to consider, that in refusing an absolute sub- 
scription, we do it, not out of any arrogancy ; but for that we have 
not any sufficient resolution, which wo earnestly desired, of some 
doubts about divers weighty matte>s and points in the same book : 
which requests of ours siih we could not obtain, we desired, that, in 
the least, in our subscription we might make exception of the things 
whereof we doubted, which they have utterly denied us ; for which 
causes, right honorable, we fearing to subscribe, so absolutely as we 
wero urged, we are all suspended from the execution of the functions 
of oar ministry among our people, to the great ^aDgei* of their souls. 
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ed in his vicinity, composed of snch as were opposed 
to much of the ritual of the Episcopal Church, and 
anxious for a purer worship, and more agreeable to 
that of the primitive Christians. Clifton and Rob- 
inson became their teachers; and after being long 
barrassed and persecuted, they retired to Holland in 
1607 and 1608, with little property saved from the 
oppressions of their cruel persecutors. At Amster- 
dam, where they first resided a year, and afterwards 
ats Leyden for ten yearsj more, Mr. Brewster en- 
gaged in the business of teaching youth the English 
language, and had the charge of a printing o&ce. 
He was long the ruling Elder of the church ; and 
at that da^y, the churches which separated from tlie 
established Episcopal Church chose none for ruling 
elders who were not able to teach. On settling at 
Plymouth, as Mr. Robinson did not come with them, 
and ■ they were long without an ordained miaister, 
Mr. Brewster took the lead in public religious wor- 
ship; and his services were highly acceptable. He 
was indeed U learned theologian ; and fully compe- 
tent to instruct the people in the doctrines and duties 
of the Christian religion. He left a high character 
for faith, piety, humility, resignation, benevolence 
and charity. He was the oldest of the first com- 
pany, by which Plymouth was colonized ; beirig 
about sixty years old, when the corn pan y came 
in 1620. He died in 1644, at the age of eighty-four. 

and danger of losing the fVait of onr former poor labors, which we 
have by God*s grace employed upon them. Wherefore, we hambly 
crave of your honors, oar cause being, as we are persuaded, the 
Lord's own cause, and his church's, that it may be considered : and 
that, since we can neither be impeached of false doctrine nor'eon- 
tempt of her majesty's laws, nor of refusing the use of the book of. 
common prayer in our charges, nor breeding conteation and sedition 
in the church : and since papists, her majesty's enemies, with athe- 
ists, to the corruption of religion in doctriiie and manners, do dally In- 
crease, we may be restored to oar churches and people, in snch sort, 
as with all peace of conscience, we may go forward With the Lord*i| 
work, in building up his house in our several places." 
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At the time of his decease he had a considerable 
library, and his memory was long and is even now 
cherished with great respect, as a godly man, and 
a useful member of society. His descendants are 
numerous, and scattered in vairious parts of the 
country. His #Idest son settled at New London in 
1656. His other son, Love or Freelove, died in 
Duxbury, at an age not very advanced. William 
and Wrestling were sons of Love, not of the Elder 
as sometimes stated. Nathaniel Brewster, who had 
a degree in Harvard College in 1642, was also a 
grandson of the Elder. He went to Engla,nd and 
was settled there in the ministry ; but was ejected in 
1663, and afterwards returned to America, and 
settled over a society on Long Island. 

BROOKS, JOHN may justly be considered as 
one of the most distinguished military characters in 
Massachusetts, of the last generation. Not that he 
was educated a soldier, or that his chief distinction 
was that of a military hero. He had amiable quali- 
ties, which endeared him to his fellow citizens, and 
entitled him to high esteem as a worthy moral 
character. In early life he studied medicine, and 
settled as a physician in Reading, near Medford, the 
place of his birth. But the war of the Revolution 
commenced soon after he took up his residence in 
the place first mentioned. He was a sincere patriot, 
and therefore much opposed to the oppressive and 
arbitrary measures of the British ministry at that 
period. He soon made up his mind to take an ac- 
tive part- in the dispute, then existing between the 
parent government and the people in the 'American 
colonies. He was elected captain of a company of 
the militia, then called '^ minute men, " in Reading : 
and spent much time in teaching them the military 
discipline. In the Spring of 1775, he received a 
commission as Major in a regiment of which Colonel 
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Ebenezer Bridge, of Chelmsford, was commander* 
He repaired to the vicinity of Lexington and Con- 
cord, at the alarm of the attacks on the people in 
those towns, the nineteenth of April, 1775. From 
that time," he was in the military .service of the 
State and country till the close of the war in 1783. 
He went on to Charlestown heights, with Colonels 
Prescott and Biydge, the night of the sixteenth of 
June, but was not in the battle of the seventeenth, 
being sent early the morning of that day, by Col- 
onel Prescott to General Ward, then chief com- 
mander of the militia assembled in Cambridge, for 
recruits. From Cambridge he proceeded according 
to his instructions to Medford, to hasten on the 
miUtia of New Hampshire, under command of the 
veteran General Starks, then encamped in that town. 
But having no1)orse"To ride, he was engaged many 
hours in this service, and in requesting other troops 
then in the vicinity, to hasten on Jo Bunker Hill ; 
and was not therefore in the fort with Colonel Pres- 
cott during the battle of that memorable day. The 
next yeaif, 1 776, he received a commission as Lien- 
tenant Colonel, and continued in the war till the 
return of peace ; with a high reputation for bravery, 
intelligence and fidelity. He was a strict' disciplin- 
arian ; and often received the approbation of Gener- 
al Washington, for his prompt attention to and dis- 
charge of the duties of his station. Colonel Brooks 
had great influence with his fellow oflScers, as well 
as with the men under his immediate command ; 
and that influence was always exerted in support of 
order, and in suppressing all insubordination and 
irregulawty. His courage was often exbibited on 
trying occasions, and in situations of danger. At 
Saratoga in 1777, in checking the march of the 
British General Bourgoyne through the country, he 
rendered great service at the head of his regiment, 
and contributed his full portion by activity and reso- 
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Intton in the capture of the British army. He made 
great efforts, with some other officers, in quieting; 
the complaints of the army for the delinquencies of 
Congress in making payment, when the troops were 
about to be discharged on the news of peace. They 
had suffered much in the public service ; and were 
importunate for the payment of their wages, that 
they might not return to their homes as beggars and 
paupers. — After the war Colonel Brooks returned to 
the practice pf his profession in Medford, for he 
was not fond of a military life, and only took up the 
sword for the liberties and the welfare of the 
country. He, however, so far retained a military 
taste, that he was desirious of seeing an efficient 
militia; and he sometime held the office of Major 
General in the County of Middlesex, which com- 
posed the second division in the State. — Greneral 
Brooks was also a member of the Senate ; and then 
of the Council, when Mr. Strong was the Chief 
Magistrate ; and on the resignation of the latter in 
1816, he was elected Governor of the Common- 
wealth. He held the office seven years ; and con- 
ducted with remarkable prudence and impartiality, 
as well as \<^th ability and good judgment. Gov- 
ernor Brooks died in March 1825, at the age of 
seventy -four. Several years before his death he 
made a public profession of his faith in the Christian 
system, and his conversation was such as become 
that sacred profession. His view& were similar to 
those who are usually called liberal Christians. — 
But he was not ultra or sectarian in his religious 
views. He had a good portion of the protestant 
spirit, receiving the inspired scriptures as the stand- 
ard of religious truth, and using his reason in the 
interpretation thereof. 

BROWN, Hon. NICHOLAS was a native of 
Providence^ and ap eminent merchant and a highly 

8 
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respectable citizen of that place for more than half a 
century. He received his public education in the 
College of Rhode Island with the class of 1786 ; six- 
teen years after that seminary was founded. He 
early engaged in merchandise, and was greatly pros- 
pered in his business ; his industry and fair dealings 
being the principal means, no doubt, of his uncom- 
" mon success. Mr. Brown was also a friend to litera- 
ture and science, and a liberal benefactor to the 
seminary in which he had been educated. He made 
large donations to it, at different times, so that its 
governors, with great propriety, ordered that it 
should be called by his honored name; and since 1789, 
it has been known as Brown University. On numer- 
ous other occasions, for the support of plans designed 
to promote the moral and social improvement of his 
fellow nien, Mr. Brown gave liberally and. cheerful- 
ly. He was one of those benevolent and good men 
who may justly be said to be " the salt of the earth ;" 
not only, indeed, did he wish to preserve what was 
pure and excellent in the world, but to add to the 
general amount of human virtue and happiness. Mr. 
Brown was chosen into the board of corporation or a 
fellow of the University in 1826, and was a member 
at the time of his death in 1841 ; and he was then 
seventy-three years of age. 

BRYANT, Rev. SAMUEL was educated in Har- 
vard College, and received his first degree in the 
year 1739. He settled in Braintree as pastor of the 
first church and society — now Cluincy — and succes- 
sor of Rev. John Hancock. Mr. Hancock was the 
father of the celebrated patriot of that name. Mr. 
Bryant belonged to the more liberal class of the 
theologians of his day; and had similar religious 
views with Rev. Dr. Gay, Dr. Mayhew, Dr. 
Chauncy, Dr. Shute, &c. He had some opposers, on 
account of his theological opinions, and many warm 
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friends. He published several discourses, on the 
foundation of moral virtue, and spoke of the absurd- 
ity of depreciating it, as some preachers then did ; 
in stating the necessity of faith and the imperfect 
righteousness of man. He considered faith in the 
christian revelation as essential, but contended also 
for the necessity of habitual obedience ; there being, 
as he said, an obligation, naturally, as reason and 
conscience taught, to obey God, or to conform to his 
law written on the heart, in order to the divine ac- 
ceptance and favor. In a word, he laid more stress 
on moral virtue than do some other professing chris- 
tians; who substitute faith for obedience, or who 
insist generally, on the necessity of the former, while 
they think the latter, being at best imperfect, is not 
essential. But on this long contested question, of 
the comparative importance of faith and. of good 
works, perhaps there is less real diflFerence of opin- 
ion among christians, if they would explain their 
views, than has sometimes appeared to be. Mr. 
Bryant used some expressions, in his sermon on 
moral virtue, less accurate and definite than he 
should have done. They were liable to be mis- 
understood, or misrepresented by those who opposed 
his religious views, generally. He seems justly to 
have interpreted the passage from the prophet, pften 
quoted to prove the best services of men worthless 
and utterly vain or unacceptable in the sight of God. 
That the ceremonial righteousness of the hypocriti- 
cal and immoral Jews was hvki filthy rags is true, 
but not so the habitual obedience of the sincerly re- 
ligious. Not every one who says Lord, Lord, but 
he who does the will of God is to be accepted — 
To. pray twice a week, and give tythes, and to wash 
often the outside of the cup and platter, when the 
weightier matters of the law are neglected — ^this 
righteousness may well be called ** filthy rags." 
^uf we are told that the prayers and alms of 
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Cornelius went up as a memorial before God ; and 
that in every nation he who feareth God, an(i work- 
eth righteousness J is accepted of him. 

BUCKMINSTER, Rev. JOSEPH STEVENS was 
a son of Rev. Joseph Buckminster of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. The father was also the son of 
a minister in Rutland, Massachusetts. Mr. Buck- 
minster of Portsmouth, had the reputation of a good 
scholar, an able divine, and a popular preacher. He 
was indeed highly distinguished among his clerical 
brethren for his talents as well as for devotion to the 
duties of his holy profession. But the son was still 
more eminent as a classical scholar, as a biblical critic 
and a learned theologian, as an elegant writer, and an 
eloquent, interesting preacher. He received a degree 
in Harvard University, in 1800, when he was only 
seventeen years of age ; and was considered the first 
scholar in his class. He discpvered a great desire for 
knowledge when a child; and often when others 
were engaged in mere recreation, he was found in 
retirement and study. While he was a member of 
the College, he proposed to enter the Christian min- 
istry as a profession for life. Possessing an indepen- ^ 
dent spirit, and a love for moral and religious truth, *" 
which were cherished by the teachers in that semi- 
nary, he paid less regard, in his theological studies, to 
the generally received creeds of the day, than most 
others. In formmg his opinions, he neither rejected 
tenets because they were old, seeking for something 
new, nor received as truths the doctrines of those of 
former generations^ without careful inquiry and con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Buckminster was settled over the society in 
'Brattle square, Boston, in 1803, as successor to the 
gifted Dr. Peter Thatcher, many years the beloved 
pastor of that church. He soon became one of the 
;iiost popular preachers of his time, and was also a 
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close and diligent student, as to the most important 
subjects connected with the sacred profession. He 
was liberal in his theological views, yet truly evan* 
gelical ; for he founded his religious faith entirely on^ 
the Christian revelation, and insisted on the divine 
propitiousness and grace, on deep repentance for sin, 
and personal piety and holiness, as necessary to saK 
vation. He had very strong devotional feelings,^ 
and a deep sense of our obligations for the light and 
knowledge of the gospel, for the hope of immortality 
which it inspires and confirms; but urged an ha^ 
bitually holy life in order to gain a spiritual charac* 
ter, and to be qualified for the heavenly world, which 
we are assured by Christ, is prepared for his sincere 
followers. While his sermons were finished compo*. 
sitions, abounding with apt illustrations, elegant 
phrases and striking figures of speech ; they were 
discriminating, characteristic, and experimentaL-r- 
They were rich in sentiment, close in argument, and ^ 
powerful in appeal to the moral sense, and to the 
religious feelings of man. He believed that all men 
have a capacity for religion ; and that the great work 
of the Christian teacher was to enlighten, arouse and 
develope this noble but natural faculty. " It was 
his meat and drink;" therefore, his aim and desire, 
his joy and delight, to instruct his hearers in the 
glorous doctrines, and to persuade them to imbibe^ 
the spirit of the gospel. Then was he most gratifi^ 
ed, when the young, or others of his society gave 
evidence of their reUgious sensibilities and advance* 
ment in a holy life, by* his preaching. Mr. Buck*, 
minster died in June 1812, when the friends of learur 
ing and of liberal Christianity were indulging in ar« 
dent anticipations of his future usefulness and fame. 
His publications gave proof of his correct taste as a, 
writer, and of his great acquirements as a scholar. 
After his decease a voliune of his sermons was pub« 
8^ 
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lished, at the particular desire of his society ; of 
which there were several editions . in a few years^ 
And ihef must long be read and appreciated as a 
monument of his talents and piety. 

For biblical learning, very few in the country 
were equal to Mr. Buckminster, and none surpassed 
him. His interpretations and illustrations of scrip- 
ture were ingenious and satisfactory. Perhaps no 
theologian, even of the older class, better understood 
the prophetic books of the Old Testament, or the na- 
ture and design of the Christian system. He studi- 
ed the characters and opinions of the sacred writers, 
as well as the opinions and views of the people to 
whom they wrote ; and could therefore correctly 
point out the meaning of an obscure or difficult pas- 
sage. He generated a taste for biblical criticism ; 
and since his day it has been far more cultivated 
than before. 

BULKLEY, Rev, PETER came to New England 
in 1635, and the next year was settled in the minis- 
try in Concord, one of the first inland towns in Mas- 
sachusetts. He opposed the fanatical conduct of 
Ann Hutchinson and her followers, and was by them 
called a legal preacher. 

Mr. Cotton, of' Boston, and Governor Vane declined 
sitting in the counsel or taking any part in the or- 
dination of Mr, Bulkley. But he was a truly pi- 
ous man, and a learned theologian. His reputation 
was high in England, as a scholar and a preacher 
of the gospel. He published several sermons, and 
a ireatise on the gospel covenant. His views were 
truly evangelical, and he was disposed to magnify 
the divine grace in providing a way for the salvation 
of men by an inspired teacher and mediator. Yet 
he was opposed by the fanatics of his time as insist* 
ing too much on good works. He was a most ex- 
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emplaiy character, as a christian minister ; generous 
and kind to his dependents, to whom he gave lots of 
land when they left his service. He had a large 
estate, and yet endured great privations in his retired 
situation at Concord, where many of the comforts 
of life were not then to be procured. His wife sprung 
from a family far above the common class, but she 
readily endured much for the sake of religion. She 
was a true help-meet to her husband, in all his 
changes ; and he had been subject, to great trials in 
his native land. He had a large family, and it was 
a very harmonious and happy one, for it was the 
abode of religion. Three of his sons were clergy- 
men. Edward, the oldest, was educated in England, 
and after he came to this country, he preached some- 
time at Green's Harbor, so called, now Marshfield, 
where Governor Winslow resided ; and afterwards was 
settled as a colleague with his venerable father. John 
was in the first class at Harvard College, in 1642 ; 
went to England and was settled as a minister there. 
He was ejected in 1662, soon after the restoration of 
Charles II. when about two thousand of the Puritan 
clergy were deprived of their places. He practised 
physic several years, and died at the age of seventy. 
The third son, Gershom, was the pastor of the 
church in New London. They were all esteemed as 
able and pious ministers, but the latter was the most 
distinguished as a preacher. His son Peter was in 
civil life ; sometime Speaker of the house of Assem- 
bly or Representatives in Massachusetts, and agent 
to England for the colony, with William Stoughton, 
one of the first scholars and statesmen of his time. 
Several of the descendants of Mr. Bnlkley have 
lived in the State of Connecticut. His grand- 
son John and a son of Gershom, a graduate of Har- 
vard College, in 1699, ranked among the first schol- 
ars of his time, and was also~ distinguished for good 
judgment and a powerfal intellect. He was minis^ 
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ter of Colchester in Connecticut, and published a work 
relating to Christian baptism, as well as an elaborate 
essay on the extent of the existing right of the na- 
tive Indians to the soil, whether they occupied it or 
not. 

BURRILL, Hon. JAMES LL. D. a citizen of 
Rhode Island, received his public education in 
Brown University, with the class of 1788. He en- 
ga^d in the profession of law; and soon rose to 
eminence as a practising attorney. He had the rep- 
utation of a learned counsellor, and an able advo- 
cate. His popularity was greater than those of any 
other lawyer in the State. He spoke with great 
fluency and pertinency, and his elocution was of the 
highest order. He was appointed Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court in Rhode Island, at an unusual- 
ly early age. And afterwards was appointed Sen- 
ator in the Congress of the United States. He filled 
these high stations with no ordinary talents and 
learning, to the satisfaction of his constituents, and 
with much credit and honor to himself. He died iu 
1820, when he had scarcely passed a moiety of the 
time usually allotted to men, and while a member of 
the national Senate. His premature death was great- 
ly deplored by citizens of other States, as well as 
of Rhode Island, by ^H sound politicians and re- 
publicans ; and particularly by the officers of 
Brown University, of which he was a sincere and 
efficient friend. 

BYLES, Rev. MATHER D. D. was bom in 
Boston, near the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury ; and after receiving his education in Harvard 
College, where he was graduated in 1725, and 
studying theology several years, he was ordained 
over a religious society in the south part of bis na- 
tive town. He discovered a great desire for )eam- 
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ing in early youth ; and he left the college with the 
reputation of a good classical scholar, and particu- 
larly for his attainments in natural philosophy. He 

- had a taste for poetry ; and often indulged it in a 
manner gratifying to his ' acquaintance and friends. 
He published some verses possessing more than 
common invagination and vigor. He affected to be 
a wit, and was a great punster. Many of his puns 
have been handed down to the present time. Some- 
times he discovered ready wit ; but his sayings were 
often studied, and inappropriate to the occasion. It 
was said that he died with a pun in his mouth ; and 
that for the sake of saying what he considered a 
smart thing, he did not hesitate to wound the feel- 
ings of his nearest friends. He had the reputation 
of a conjurer or astrologer with the ignorant class of 
people. But he was too learned seriously to nlake 

^pretensions to any such knowledge. — He was 
known, indeed, to speak with contempt, or utter dis- 
belief in that theory, in any degree. Dr. Byles 
published several occasional discourses, which rank- 
ed high among similar productions of the clergy of 
his time. His style of writing was characteristic of 
the man ; energetic and pungent, sometimes sarcas- 
tic and severe. He had a strong prejudice against 
bishops, and other Episcopal clergymen, yet his son 
took orders from a bishop of the Church of England, 
and was long a minister in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Dr. Byles died in 1788, at the age of eighty-two. 



CHAPTER III. 



CABOT, Hon. GEORGE was a native of Beverly, 
Massachusetts, where he was born in 1760. He 
received a good education in his youth ; and after 
passing two years in Harvard College, being of a very 
active and resolute spirit, he went to sea for a short 
time, and then engaged in the business of a merchant 
in thia profession he was very eminent and success- 
ful. He had a good degree of the spirit of enterprise ; 
but was judicious' also, so that his opinions relating 
to any commercial plans were received almost as pro- 
{diecy. He excelled also as a financier and as a politi- 
cal economist. This trait in his character, added to his 
general information, led his fellow citizens to elect him 
for public service, as a legislator. He was a Senator 
in Massachusetts, and in the Congress of the United 
States. He was also offered the office of Secretary 
of the Navy by President Adams, but he declined it 
on account of private business. In the last fifteen 
years of his life, he held the place of President of an 
Insurance Company in Boston ; and his opinions and 
decisions were always indicative of penetration and 
good judgment. Mr. Cabot had the character of a 
sincere and intelligent patriot. He belonged to the 
school of Washington, in his political creed. In 
other words, he was a true republican ; but opposed 
to ultra deniocracy, as inconsistent with stability iu 
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the government, or with the welfare and equal rights 
of the people ; and as eventually leading to despo- 
tism. He contended for constitutional authority and 
rale in opposition to popular wishes or complaints, 
produced by misapprehension of the design and ef- 
fect of particular measures, through the efforts of a 
few ambitious individuals. He sought rather the 
permanent good than the present applause of the peo- 
ple. He preferred the liberty, which the constitution 
and equal laws secured, to that supported by unjust 
excitement of the fears or ill designs of a party; Mr. 
Cabot possessed very honorable feelings, and his con- 
duct gave evidence that he was governed by correct 
moral principles. He was a professor of religion, 
and his faith had, apparently, a great influence over 
his conversation in all the relations of life. He died 
in 1823, at the age of seventy-two. 

CALLENDER, Rev. ELISHA a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1710, was a son of Rev. Ellis 
Callender, who was a Baptist minister in Boston in 
the early part of the last century. Elisha was set- 
tled in the ministry in 1718, and was sometime a 
colleague paster with his father. Dr. Increase Math- 
er ana Dr. Cotton Mather, congregational ministers 
in Boston, assisted in his ordination. In alluding to 
this circumstance. Dr. C. Mather says, " We main- 
tain* friendly and charitable sentiments towards all 
pious men ; and set down to the table of our Lord 
with our Baptist brethren." Fifty and sixty years 
before that time — in 1660 — the Baptists were severe- 
ly persecuted in New England. In 1780, 1790, and 
after. Rev. Dr. Thatcher, and Rev. Dr. Stillman 
often exchanged pulpits. Rev^ Dr. Wayland, pres- 
ident of Brown University, when the ^^ pastor of a 
Baptist church in Boston, preached in the Brattle 
square meeting house, much to the satisfaction of 
the people of that society. 
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CALLENDER, Rev. JOHN of Newport, Rhode 
Island, and a nephew of Elisha, received his educa- 
tion in Harvard College in 1723. The church of 
which he became minister in 1731, was the second 
Baptist church in America, and was formed in 1644. 
Mr. Callender died in the year 1748, at the age of 
forty-two. He had the character of a studious and 
learned man; and was highly esteemed both for* 
piety and candor. His centennial discourse in 
1739 is very valuable, and contains much of the 
early history of Rhode Island, especially in ecclesi- 
astical affairs. He also published a sermon deliver- 
ed on the death of Reverend Mr. Clapp, a Congre- 
gational minister of Newport, in 1745 ; and on the 
death of Reverend Mr. Condy of Boston in 1739, 
who was the successor of Reverend Elisha Callen- 
der. Mr. Callender was justly esteemed for his lib- 
eral views in religious concerns; laying little stress 
on outward rites and forms, or speculative opinions. 
It would be happy for the Christian world, if this 
exQcUent spirit were more prevalent than it has 
usually been. 

CARVER, JOHN the first Governor of Plymouth 
Colony, and one of the company in the May-flower, 
which arrived in November 1620, deserves notice, 
though he was in the country only four or five 
months ; having died in April next following, after 
a short illness. He was chosen Governor in No- 
vember, soon after their arrival in the harbor of 
Cape Cod. And in March following was again 
chosen or confirmed in that office for the ensuing 
year. A civil compact, of the nature of a constitu- 
tion, was draWn up and signed before they landed : 
for they had come to a territory on which they had 
not intended to settle; that being on lands then 
claimed by the Dutch^ at or near Hudson river, 
by whom they were encouraged there to make a 
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settlement ; particulaTly by a company of merchants 
in Holland, called the West India company, and 
then proposing to establish a colony about that river. 
The place of their settlement, being soon after 
known to be within the patent granted to the 
Plymouth company of adventurers in England, of 
the territory of North Virginia, or New England, 
and reaching from latitude forty-one to forty-five ; 
they procured a patent from that company, of what 
has since been usually called '* the old colony." In 
their compact they acknowledged themselves to be 
the subjects of king James I, then on the throne of 
Great Britain, their native land. For they did not 
desire to denationalize themselves. They also pro* 
vided that, the majority should govern, and that 
elections should be annual — or such was plainly 
the implication and their future practice. Their 
chief objects are declared to be, — to obtain a settle- 
ment Cor themselves and posterity, where they might 
worship God according to their consciences, and to 
the directions of his holy word; and also to extend 
the knowledge and blessings of Christianity to the 
pagans and savages. Governor Carver was one of 
the most intelligent and discreet men of the com- 

Eany ; and had the entire confidence of all the mem- 
ers ; which was necessary to the peace and welfare 
of the colony. For if even honest and wise rulers 
do not fully enjoy the good opinion of their constit- 
uents, they will have little influence in preserving 
order and contentn^ent. Mr. Carver was several 
years a deacon or elder of Mr. Robinson's Church 
in Holland : and on two occasions, in 1618 and 
1619, went to England as agent for the society; 
once with R. Cushman, and once with William 
Bradford, to obtain a patent for settlement of the 
company in Virginia, A grant was obtained in 
1619, of that company ; but being taken in the 
name of a person who afterwards declined coming 
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to America, it proved useless, though much expense 
had been incurred in obtaining it. Next to Rev. 
Mr. Robinson, Carver enjoyed in a high degree the 
esteem of the Leyden Church and people. The 
other principal characters of the company and 
colony were William Brewster, William Bradford, 
Edward Winslow, Miles Standish, John Alden, 
Isaac Allerton, John Howland, Thomas Prence, and 
Stephen Hopkins. The first company amounted 
only to one hundred and one, including women, 
children, and a few servants or dependents. — 
Winslow, Brewster and Hopkins had dependents in 
their families. Others were added to the plantation 
in 1621, 1623, 1624, 1629 and 1630,— among whom ^ 
were William Thomas, Timothy Hatherly, William ^ 
Collier, and George Morton. 

CHANNING, WILLIAM belonged to one of the 
most respectable families in Newport, Rh6de Island; 
his father and grand-father were men of distinction 
and influence in that community. His parents 
were religious characters, and gave their children a 
good moral education. He received his public educa- 
tion in Nassau . College, with the class of 1769. Mr. 
Channing chose the profession of law ; and ranked 
among the eminent lawyers in his native State. He 
was also frequently employed in the courts in Mas- 
sachusetts. He was Attorney General of Rhode 
Island, and attorney of the United States for Rhode 
Island District, and held the last oflice till his death 
in 1793. Mr. Channing had the reputation* of a 
sound lawyer, a ready and impressive speaker, and 
one perfectly fair and honorable in his practice. 
His character as a man and a citizen, was without 
reproach, or apparent defect. And in the family 
circle, he was a pattern of propriety, affection and 
kindness. Candor and cheerfuliiess, and a desire to 
please, were displayed in his whole deportment. 
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He died at the age of foity-two, in the career of use^ 
fulness, and when there was a bright prospect to his 
family and friends of many years of honorable and 
profitable service. His sons are distinguished among 
the literary and benevolent characters of the present 
day. His oldest was a distinguished lawyer ; and his 
second is the pre-eminent scholar, writer, divine, 
and philanthropist, known throughout Europe as 
well as America. 

CHAUNCY, Rev. CHARLES B; D. the second 
president of Harvard College, to which place he 
was chosen in 1654, had his birth and education in 
England. He was born in 1590, and received the 
degree of Bacheldor of Divinity, in the University 
of Cambridge. He sometime held the office of pro- 
fessor of Hebrew, and then of Greek. After that, 
he received ordination in the Episcopal Church, and 
preached at Ware about eight years. He suffered 
much from the arbitrary conduct of the bigotted 
archbishop Laud, and others of the high church 
party of that period. He continued to refuse con- 
formity to the vain ceremonies imposed by the 
bishops; and after a trial for schism, a heavy fine 
was laid on him, and his imprisonment followed,. — 
when released,' he departed from the kingdom, and 
came to Plymouth in 1638. He continued in that 
town two or three years, and often officiated in the 
Church, in connection with Rev. Mr. Rayner, who 
was then the regular minister in the place. From 
Plymouth he removed to Scituate, in the same 
county, and there remained twelve years in the 
character of pastor of that Church. He and his 
family were often in great want, so that in writing 
to a friend he said, '' we are destitute even of bread." ' 
In 1654 he was chosen President of Harvard Col- 
lege, and held the office seventeen years, and died at 
the advanced age of eighty-two. There were very 
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few men more learned than president Chauney. 
He had an accurate ki\owledge of the Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew languages ; he wrote Latin with purity 
and elegance ; and in theology he was surpassed by 
none. It is not a little remarkable, that the two first 
presidents of Harvard College had dilSerent views 
from the clergy very generally of that day, who 
were the founders and fathers of that Seminary. 
Mr. Chauney thought the mode of baptism should 
be by immersion ; and his predecessor, Mr. Dunster, 
disapproved of performing the rite of baptism in 
any mode for infants. Their election and contin* 
uauce in that office, where young men preparing for 
the Christian ministry were under t^heir tuition, 
afford indications of more liberality of sentiment in 
religion, than our puritan ancestors usually exhib- 
ited. But both Dunster and Chauney were very 
learned men ; and were also laid under a promise, 
that they would not interfere with the opinions or 
practice of others, in this respect. They probably 
supposed that either mode, sprinkling or immersion, 
might be considered a Christian baptism ; and that 
immersion was not essential, and that the baptism 
of children could work no injury ; as no profession 
or outward rite is sufficient without personal holi- 
ness ; or a full conviction that it was the command of 
an inspired writer. It ijs not to be supposed, that 
they yielded to the wishes of the governors of the 
College for the sake of the office or salary of a pres- 
ident, but from a catholic and conciliatory spirit. 
One of the great evils in the Christian Qhurch has 
been the insisting on a perfect agreement in rites 
and forms, or some merely speculative tenets. If 
there was more charity, and more stress laid on 
righteousness, mercy and truth, by the professed dis- 
ciples of Christ, it would be a recommendation of his 
holy religion ; and more for the peace and prosperity 
of the Christian world. Several of the sons: and 
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grandsons of president Cbauncy were educated in . 
Harvard College : most of whom were clergymen ; 
and his descendants are numerous in some parts of 
New England. 

CHAUNCY, Rfev. CHARLES D. D. may justly 
be ranked among the most distinguished scholars 
and theologiaiis of liis time. He had carefully 
studied the different systems of religion; and few 
published so much as he did on theological and 
ecclesiastical subjects. He studied with uncommon 
diligence the writings of the Christian fathers, who 
wrote in the second, third and fourth centuries, and 
had been preserved in the Church to modern times. 
He perused them with due respect, but in the ex- 
ercise of good judgnient, and an independent spirit. 
It is the tendency of knowledge not only to enlarge 
the mind, but to teach us charity towards those wlio 
do not think in all things precisely as we do. Every 
one imbued with the Christian spirit, and of ex- 
tensive learning and reflection, wiJl be found liberal 
in his views. He will be ready to say with the 
apostle Peter, after his supernatural illumination, 
, '* of a truth, I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons; but in every nation he who worships him 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him." 
Dr. Cbauncy attended to the controversy between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, and^ between 
Episcopalians and the Puritans. If he sometimes 
disputed with earnestness, it was because he was 
satisfied there was no foundation in the sacred vol- 
unae for so great a difference in the priestly office as 
the Episcopalians required, and no divine authority 
for the rites and forms imposed on the people by the 
canons of the English church ; and not for want of 
a truly Christian and candid spirit. He considered 
ail the members of the great Christian family as 
brethren, and the nftini^ter^ and teachers on a level, 
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as to their functions and their aathority. His pub-^ 
lications on the validity of presbyterian ordination, 
or by any regular ministers in the. Churches, were 
quite learned and elaborate ; and were generally 
thought unanswerable. He wrote essays on the be- 
nevolence of the Deity, in which he expressed quite 
different views from those inculcated in the Calvin- 
istic system. H6 rejected the doctrine' of total de- 
pravity, and the utter malignity of human nature ; 
as well as the tenet of God's purpose to punish mea 
forever though they might repent, unless a full 
atonement were made for their sins, or the debt due 
to his law were paid by another ; and the guilt in- 
curred by transgression laid at the door of another, 
who should endure the weight of the divine w^ath, 
which such guilt merited. He also believed in the 
final restoration of all intelligent and moral beings 
to goodness and to happiness. He did not deny a 
future retribution, but believed that all the world 
hereafter would be judged according to their works, 
whether they had been good or whether they had 
been evil. In this theory, he differed from most of 
the_clergy of his time. Dr. Chauncy was pastor of 
the first and oldest Church in Boston about sixty 
years. He died in 1787, at the age of eighty-three. 
He was honored with the degree of Doctor' of Divini- 
ty by the University of Edinburgh. His extensive 
learning as a theologian, and his vsiluable publica- 
tions, justly entitled him to this distinction^ 

CHEEVER, EZEKIEL was an eminent in- 
structor for many years at New Haven, in 1639 ; af-- 
terwards at Ipswich, Charlestown and Boston ; and 
continued in that useful and honorable employment 
till he was above ninety years of age, and seventy 
as teacher. He taught the ancient languages with 
accuracy and success ; and prepared a greater num- 
ber of young men for the college than any other per- 
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mm. in the country of his time. In the govefiiment 
of his pupils also he gmve eTidence of good judgment. 
Ife was fond of- the business of teaching; and, as 
might be supposed therefore, was successful in his 
efforts to win his pupils to (he love of learning. His 
scholars were the best fitted of any sent to college — 
He wrote a Latin grammar aiid accidence. He was 
a very pious man — " a Christian of the old fashion," 
says O. Mather in 1710, who had been his pupil, 
^^ an old New England Christian ; and such an one 
was as venerable a character as the. world has-ever 
known since the days of primitive Christianity." — 
He studied the prophecies much, and all other parts 
of the sacred scriptures ; and was an able defender of 
the faith and order of the gospel as held in New Eng- 
land. Of Mr. Cheever, and 'Mr. Corlet another emi* 
nent teacher of youth, who kept the grammar school 
in Cambridge several years. Dr. Mather says, 

'Tis Corlet's pains and Cheever's, we must own, 
That thoQ, New England, art not Scythia grown. 

CHURCH, BENJAMIN celebrated for his prowess 
in defence of the inhabitants of Plymouth and Massa- 
chusetts, in the wair excited by Philip, in 1675 and 
'76, was born in Duxbury, in 1639. His father was 
an inhabitant of that town for several years, after 
having lived some time at Watertown. He was a 
carpenter ; and the son labored in the same occupa- 
tion in the early part of his life. He engaged in the 
contest in 1675 ; and' to his activity, courage and in- 
telligence the successful result of the war was in a 
mat measure owing. The war was strictly one of 
defence, and to prevent a total destruction of the 
* English then in New. En gland, or their abandonment 
of the country. The governments of Plymouth and 
Massachusetts, had always treated the native In- 
dians with justice and even with kindness. Whenever 
individuals of the English encroached on their lands 
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or attempted to injure them, the government listened 
, to their complaints, and took care that their rights 
were maintained. There was no resort to arms by 
the English, till there was evidence that Phili|> had 
formed a combination with the chiefs of all the other 
tribes within one hundred or one hundred and fifty 
miles, for the extermination of the former, and had 
slain many of the inhabitants, and burnt much of 
their property. Church was one of the principal 
ilien in this defensive war; though when it began 
he had no higher commission than that of captain. 
Governor Josiah Winslow was the commander of the 
English forces ; and the other prmcipal officers were 
Colonel James Cudworthof Scituate, Major William 
Bradford of Plymouth, and Major Appleton of Massa* 
chusetts. Captain Church commanded the party, 
one of whom shot Philip in 1676, after several days 
of pursuit performed with great diligence and cour* 
age. Some years later, Church held a commission 
as Major, and then as Colonel in expeditions against 
the Indians in different parts of Maine, in which he 
discovered much bravery, and met with great suc- 
sess. Owing to his activity and promptness, the 
few inhabitants in those parts were often protected 
when iminently e:?^posed to the attacks of the sav- 
ages. As late as 1710 and 1711, he was sent to the 
eastward for the purpose of defending the scattered 
settlers on the Kennebec and Penobscot, and near 
Casco bay. The first and early settlers of Ply-, 
mouth and Massachusetts were not disposed to war- 
like operations, but quite the reverse — they were of 
a pious and pacific spirit. It appears fortunate that 
- some individuals were raised up for their -defence 
and safety. 

CLAP, Rev. NATHANIEL a native of Dorches- 
ter, born in 1668, and a graduate of Harvard College, 
1690, was settled in the ministry at Newport, State 
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^ Rhode Island, and continued in that place and 
station for forty years. He died in 1745, at the age 
of seventy-six. He was much esteemed for his learn- 
ing and piety. He wa^s respectable as. a scholar 
and theologian ; and was always held in high estima« 
tion for his fidelity as a Christian minister. In 
his deportment, he had much of the character of the 
first settlers of New England, who were tfuly re- 
ligious men, and made it their great aim to imitate 
the manners and conduct of the primitive ChristianSb 
But while he was exemplary, and sometimes very 
strict in family government, and in his own personal 
behavior, he was candid and mild towards others, 
particularly the young, whom he endeavored to win 
to the love and practice of virtue. In his desire to 
instruct and improve them, he encouraged their en- 
quiries, on all proper occasions and subjects, and 
taught them that knowledge which tended most 
directly to their moral and religious advancement* 

CLAP, Rsv. THOMAS was born in Scituate, Mas- 
sachusetts, June 1 703, and received his first degree 
in Harvard College in 1722. His natural talents 
were great, and he was always distinguished for his 
discriminating powers, and for good judgment. He, 
attended to the usual studies in the College with dili- 
gence; and graduated with the reputation of a good 
classical scholar. But he excelled most others of his 
contea^soraries in the mathematics, astronomy and 
natural philosophy. John Winthrop, who was grad- 
uated in 1730, and was long the professor of mathe*- 
maties in that seminary, was the only scholar of that 
period who surpassed Mr. Clap in his study and 
knowledge of the exact sciences. Mr. Clap was or- 
dained over the church and society in Windhami 
Cooaeoticut, wb^rebe continued thirteen years, when 
he was chosen president of Yale College. In this 
lei^nsible and honorable station he remained for 
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the period of twenty-seven years ; he resigned in 
1766, and died a few months after. His learning 
was extensive and accurate; he was well acquaint- 
ed with history, theology and philosophy : — ^he read 
much ; and was also a profound thinker and reason- 
er ; -so that he tvas not only learned but a thorough 
scholar. He had all the qualifications for the prin- 
cipal of a literary seminary : and many good schol- 
ars received their education in Yale College under 
his presidency. In his time, the president of that 
College took part in the instruction, and was the prin- 
cipal teacher of theology and ecclesiastical history. 

CLAP, ROGER was one of the company by which 
Dorchester was settled in June 1630. This compa- 
ny consisted of persons from the west of England, 
a distance from Suffolk and Kent counties, from 
which those came who acconipanied Winthrop, and 
settled at Charlestown, Watertown and Boston, the 
same year. They were somewhat distinct from the 
company of which Winthrop was chosen Governor, 
in England ; but were Puritans or non-conformists, 
and therefore fully sympathised with the settlers in 
Boston, Charlestown and Watertown. And soon 
after their arrival, they all united in one civil gov- 
ernment, and acted together in their ecclesiastical 
affairs. Ludlow and Stoughton, of the Dorchester 
company, were of the board of assistants from the 
first. Mr. Clap was only twenty-one years of age 
when he emigrated from England. But he was re- 
markable even then for sobriety, good judgment and 
firmness of character. The inhabitants of Dorches- 
ter early employed him in public affairs, in which 
he was always found active and faithful. They 
often chose him representative to the general assem- 
bly ; and he was sometime the commanding officer 
of the garrison on Castle Island, in the harbor of 
Boston, by appointment of the Governor and assist- 
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ants. He preserved a record of many interesting 
events which occurred in the early days of the Col- 
ony, which have been published since his time, by 
those who have undertaken to write the history of 
the first settlement of Massachusetts. He survived 
to the age of eighty-two. 

CLARKE. Rev. JOHN D. D. was a native of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; and received his first 
degree in Harvard College, 1774,vat the age of nine- 
teen. While a member of College, his conduct was 
correct and exemplary, and he had the reputation 
of a diligent student and good classical scholar. He 
made choice of the ministerial profession when in 
College ; and his reading, especially the two last 
ye^rs of his residence there, had reference to theolo- 
gy. He ranked among the first scholars of his class, 
though there were several of high literary distinction. 
He settled in the ministry in 1778, as colleague with 
Dr. C. Chauncy, over the first church in Boston, 
The members of his society were^greatly attached to 
him, for his pleasant and amiable qualities, as well as 
for his fervent devotion and his elegant sermons. But 
though he wrote in a very pure and finished style, 
his discourses were evangelical and impressive. He 
was a hard student ; and bestowed more than or- 
dinary time and labor in preparing his addresses for 
the pulpit. Soon after his decease a volume of his 
sermons was published ; and they are fully equal to 
most of those published in England at that period. 
In his devotional services he was very appropriate 
and correct ; and it was understood that his public 
prayers were not entirely extemporaneous, but pre- 
viously meditated and prepared. Yet they discov- 
ered a solemn, devout spirit, such ds ever becomes 
men in their direct approaches to the Deity. His 
church was always well attended on the Lord's 
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day ; but he had few other religioas meetings. He 
was a'-member of several learned and benevolent 
societies ; in all of which he was attentive and ae*^ 
tive ; and his life was an useful one, thou^ he died 
at the early age of forty-two. 

Dr. Clarke had a taste for polite literature, and 
was well acquainted with the best English writers of 
history, ethics, and poetry. His other publications 
consisted of several discourses on funeral oocasicms ; 
and a large pamphlet, being an answer to the ques- 
tion, why are you a Christian 1 of which several 
editions were published in England. 

COBB, DAYID a native of Taunton, and alumnus 
of Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1766, 
held several important public offices, as a legislator, 
and a soldier ; and^was many years also a practicing 
physician. He took an active part in the political 
disputes between Great Britain and her American 
colonies; and when war was commenced in 1775, 
he entered into the military service, as a field officer. 
He acted as secretary of a large county convention 
in Bristol County, in 1774, to devise measures for 
the preservation of civil liberty. He was then twen- 
ty-eight years of age ; and a few years before had 
prepared for the medical profession. He was also a 
member of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts 
in 1775, a few months before there was a resort to 
arms. For several years, he belonged to the mili- 
tary family of General Washington, the commander 
in chief of the American army during the war of the 
Revolution. Washington had great regard for him, 
and confided in him, as a brave and faithful officer. 
After the war was over. Colonel Cobb became Ma- 
jor-General of militia in the Old Colony, as the 
southern counties were called. He was several years 
a Judge of the Court of Pleas in the county of Bri«- 
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tel : Representative to Congress from 1789 to 1796 ; 
a member of the Senate and of the House of Repre- 
sentatiTes in Masdaefausetts; and sometime speaker 
of the latter, and president of tlie former ; and after* 
ward a member of the Executire Council, and Lieut. 
Governor for the year 1809. He had a great knowl- 
edge of the world, and was a very entertaining com- 
panion : and was justly esteemed as an honest and 
honorable nian. He professed faith in the Christian 
revelation, and was attached to the forms of the 
Episcopal church, but had charity for all virtuous 
men. In the capacity of physician, he appeared well 
informed and skilful, but was sometimes deemed bold 
in his treatment of diseases. He died in the year 
1828, at the age of seventy-nine. 

COLMAN) Rev. BENJAMIN D. D. received his 
education in Harvard College, and graduated in 
1692 ; and was the first minister of the Congrega- 
tional Church and society in Brattle i^quare, Boston, 
Massachusetts. After he received his degree, he vis- 
ited England, and there passed a few years ; where 
he became acquainted with several learned clergy- 
men, of the non-conformist order. He was ordained 
aver the society in Boston in the year 1699. But 
the society was so formed,, as to meet the disappro- 
bation of most of the congregrational clergy of that 
period. The covenant was drawn up in very gener- 
al terms ; instead of requiring the Calvinistic tenets, 
it insisted only on receiving the sacred scriptures as 
the only rule of faith and practice, and following the 
iostmetiixis thereof, as they understood them, or 
might thereafter understand them. Many deemed 
this declaration as not sufficiently precise and defi- 
nite, but as giving too great latitude of opinion ; and 
no greater authority in the affairs of the society, as 
l» .choosing the minister, was in the members of the 
church than in other persons of the society, who 
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there statedly worabipped, and assisted in the pay- 
ment of the salary of the pastor. This was a great de* 
riation Arom the usual practice, as the membm of the 
church always took the lead in theehoice of a aunister, 
and thus were able to prevent the election of one whom 
the majority of the society might prrfer. It was 
generally considered a dangerous innovation on the 
peculiar rights of the members of the church, as then 
p acticed, and approved by the congregational cler- 
gy. Most pastors of chutches in Massachusetts po(n« 
demned the proceedings ; and withheld religious 
communion and intercourse with this church : but 
Dr. Golman was not only a learned and eloqumit 
man, but of great prudence and candor ; rand the op* 
position to his church soon ceased. In the middle 
and latter part of his life, there was the most friendly 
intercourse between him and the other pastors of 
churches. He was very accomplished in his man*. 
ners, and gentlemanly in his deportment ; and quite 
popular as a pulpit orator. For tweiity-seven year^ 
he had, as a colleague Rev. William Cooper, but ho 
survived him four years, and died in 1747, at the age 
of seventy-four. Rev. Samuel Cooper, a son of Wil- 
liam Cooper above named, was settled, as the col- 
league of Dr. Colman in 1746. Several discourses 
delivered by Dr. Colman on particular occasions, 
were published — ^as election sermons, at the funeral 
of eminent public characters, and at ordinations. — 
His style was polished and sententious ; alike free 
from bombast and vulgarity : he evidently paid some 
attention to the choice of words and the oonstruetion 
of his sentences, but did not sacri&ce simplicity or 
strength to merely a polished dictidn. Dr. Goiman 
was an efficient friend of Harvard College ; and was 
chosen to the place of president, on the death of tbe 
learned Leverett ; but his society was mueh Of^posed 
to his removal from them as their pastor ; md h« 
was too mueh attached tf> &em to leave. them. wiUir 
oift their consent. 
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COOKE, EL1SHA Esq., a citizen o£ Boston, near 
the end of the 17th oentury, ^as an active and 
lea^ding member of the House of Representatives in 
Massachusetts, in 1681, and at one time the speaker. 
He had popular talents, and was a man of the peo- 
ple. He was distinguished chiefly for opposing the 
royal governors, and contending for rights and liber- 
ties believed to be infringed by them. 

Elisha Cooke, Jr., son of the former, was much in 
public life ; and, like his father, a warm friend of 
liberty and the people. He was speaker of the 
House of Representatives, in 1715. He made him- 
self conspicuous in opposing a fixed and stated sala- 
ry for Governor Shute, in 1720-24. 

The governors appointed by the crown were in- 
structed to require a stated salary ; and several of 
thend urged the measure witji all their ability. But 
the patriots of that period were opposed to it, and 
chose rather to make occasional grants for their sup- 
port, as otherwise it was feared they would be less 
disposed to consult the welfare of the province. Mr. 
Cooke was at the head of the patriotic citizens who 
declined providing a fixed salary: and he had a 
great influence with the majority ot the representa* 
lives. He also bad much influence at town meetings, 
not inferior to that of James Otis, Jr. or Samuel 
Adams, in 1770. 

Mr. Cooke went to England in 1723, as agent for 
the House of Representatives ; but was not favora* 
bly noticed by the Court party. He was required 
to make out a sufllcient argument for opposing 
the instnictions of the Crown, respecting a fixed sal^- 
ary for the governor : for at that timq in England 
the prerogative of the king was allowed ; his instruc- 
tions had the authority of .law. To deny or doubt 
his prerogative, was no way to procure a cause. Mr. 
Cooke obtained nothing by this agency, either of fa- 
Vpr to himself; ot of benefit to the people. It wa9 
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believed in England that Mr. Cooke was a vain and 
ambitious man, and had personal prejudices towards 
^he governor. And as the royal prerogative was 
macro a question, or greatly linaited^ by the doctrine 
of Mr. Cooke, his complaints of Governor Shute 
were disregarded. Cooke was desirous of political 
influence — ^no very uncommon thing — ^and as he 
could not persuade nor intimidate Gov. Shute, he 
became both his personal and political enemy. Mr. 
Shute had a strong dislike of the professed patriot — 
which led him to say : '^ I will see who. shall be 
Governor, Mr. Cooke or myself." 

COOPER, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. was a son of the 
Rev. William Cooper, and one of the ministers of 
Brattle street church, in Boston, being sometime a 
colleague with Dr. Colman. Dr. Cooper was an ac- 
complished man and a zealous patriot, as well as a 
very eloquent and popular preiacher. He had his 
first degree in Harvard College, in 1743 ; and was 
settled as a colleague to Dr. Colman in 1746 ; his 
father having died the year before. He was unwil- 
ling to be settled so young, £ut was pressed to it by 
his friends of the society. Dr. Colman died soon af- 
ter the ordination of Mr. Cooper. He was one of the 
most popular preachers of his time. His composition 
was elegant, and his elocution far surpassing most 
ministers of that period. He was not so argumenta- 
tive or solid as Dr. Mayhew or Dr. Chauncy, but 
more eloquent and more agreeable to the great body 
of the people. In his devotional services, he was 
very appropriate and impressive. In this respect he 
surpassed >all the clergy of his day. The ministers 
generally took an interest in politics, and in the dis- 
pute with Great Britain ; and Dr. Cooper was among 
the most zealous. He was often invited to preach 
on public occasions, by the people of Boston, and by 
the General Court. He received the degree of Doc- 
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tor of Diviiiit^ from Edinburgh as well as Cambridge 
University; and for many years was a member of 
the €orporati(Mi. On the death of the President, he' 
was chosen to fill his place, but did not accept, a$ 
his people were opposed to it. 

COTTON, Rev. JOHN wh6 came to Massachu- 
setts in the year 1633, and settled in Boston as col- 
league with Rev, Mr. Wilson, in the Christian min^ 
istry there, so continued nineteen years, and till his 
death, 1652, aged sixty-seven, was a very eminent 
character at that period. He had great influence 
over the churches and the clergy ; and he was justly 
esteemed as a learned and able theologian ; and he was 
a. forcible preacher, of great knowledge and zeal. 
He inculcated the peculiar doctrines of the Calvinis- 
tic system, as essential, and insisted on the reception 
of them as indispensable to form the Christian char- 
acter. He urged them so prominently, as to subject 
himself to the charge of antinomianism ; and matiy 
of the clergy, including Mr. Wilson, his colleague, 
opposed him in some of the views he entertained. 
In order to exalt the grace of God, he often used ex- 
pressions calculated to disparage morality, and to 
render a life of righteousness not entirely necessary. 
He, nO'doubt, was a pious and holy man; but im« 
proper conclusions were sometimes drawri from his 
expressions ; and the anfinomians, who laid no stress 
on' a good life as proof of real religion, took advan^ 
tage of Mr. Cotton's preaching to rest their claims 
to the Christian character on- faith alone, or on 
the profession of faith ; and to deny religion to all 
who did not feel and believe as they did. This is 
generally the error of high Calvinists. They con-, 
tend that th^ admission of the pecuUar doctrines of 
that system is essential to all sincere piety and virtue. 
That such belief is an indispensable foundation on 
which to raise the trua Christian characteT* The? 
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are sensible of the good influence of the doctiines 
they cm1)race, some of which are true, and are common 
to all sects of Christians, and hastily conclude that 
the peculiar and speculative tenets of Calvin are 
therefore essential to sincere piety and goodness, 
when it is most evident that the rejection of some 
of the Calvinistic doctrines do not at all affect the re- 
ligious character of men ; and that the faith neces- 
sary to render one truly religious is more simple, and 
requires but few doctrines as fundamental. He who 
believes in the existence and moral attributes of God, 
and his righteous government of the world, in the ac- 
countability of man, in the divine mission and author- 
ity of Christ; and thus makes his declarations and pre* 
cepts the guide of life and standard of religious truth 
and duty — he is a sincere Christian, though he differ 
from Athanasius or Calvin ; and it is assuming a 
right which no fallible man can justly claim, to shut 
the door of heaven against those who do not assent 
to their peculiar views or creeds. 

The more judicipus laymen of that day joined 
with JVIr. Wilson when there was any difference of 
sentiment between him and Mr. Cotton. They agreed 
with Mr.' Wilson in opposing the reveries of Mrs. 
Hutchinson, who condemned niost of the ministers 
of that period as legal preachers. She was a con- 
ceited woman, and laid great stress on dreams and 
on her own imagination, pretending that she had 
superior revelations from heaven, and knew the 
truths of religion far better than any others. Her 
extravagant conduct caused much confusion in the 
churches in and near Boston. Mr. Wilson, Govern- 
er Winthrop, and some others, opposed her. But Mr. 
Cotton was too ready to apologize for her, if he did 
not agree to her erroneous opinions. 

COTTON, JOSIAH Esq. was a native of Ply- 
mouth, a son of Rev. John Cotton, of that place, and' 
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gnindson c^the '^famous'' John Cotton, minister.of the 
first Church in Boston. He had a degree in Haf vard 
College, in the year 1698. Two of his brothers 
were there educated also, John and Roland. The 
first was pastor of the church at Yarmouth, and the 
^other of the church in Sandwich. He studied theol- 
ogy, and preached occasionally for several years ; 
but was not ordained over any church. He devoted 
himself in early life to the useful and intellectual 
employment of teaching youth ,* first in Marblehead, 
and afterwards in his native town. He gave at- 
tention also to agriculture, and had a good farm 
in the north part of Plymouth, near the bounds of 
Kingston. His father spent much lime in preaching 
to the Indians in Plymouth Colony, about 1670- 
1680, and became acquainted with their language ; 
and he should be ranked with Mayhew, Eliot, and 
Bourne, the other early preachers to the aborigi- 
nes. The son' also studied the Indian language, 
and acquired considerable knowledge of it, for the 
purpose of being the better able to teach that igno- 
rant race of men. With and after his father, he visit- 
ed various tribes in Plymouth Colony, in the charac- 
ter of a missionary; and his labors were deemed 
beneficial to them. Some were evidently influenced 
by the pure and mild doctrines of the gospel ; but on 
most of them, the labors of the Christian minister 
were of little avail. Mr. Cotton filled several civil 
ofiSces, as Clerk of the County Court, v Register of 
Probate, and Justice of the Peace. He died in 1756, 
at the age of seventy-seven. He prepared a vocab- 
ulary of the language of the Massachusetts Indians. 
His son, John Cotton, wrote an -account of the Ley- 
den and Plymouth church, which is published in 
the fourth volume of the Historical Collections. 

COX, LEMUEL' was an ingenious mechanic, and 
the master builder of the bridge over Charles river, 
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from Boston to Cbarlestown, erected in 1786 ; though 
the model was conformable to the bridge built over 
York river, in Maine, in 1761, by Major Samuel 
Sewall, of the town of York. Major Sewall was 
first consulted by the proprietors as to the model of 
the bridge, and the probability of its standing, against 
the current and ice. That over York river is only 
270 feet long and 25 wide — that over the Charles 
is 1500 feet in length and 43 in width. The latter 
was about thirteen months in the building. Mr. 
Cox had great reputation for skill and judgment in 
his business ; while Sewall furnished the plan, he 
constructed it in a strong and workmanlike manner : 
gUid received great praise for the work. The bridge 
from Beverly and Salem, and that over Mystic river 
to Maiden, were built by Mr. Cox, and on the same 
plan as that over Charles river ; and were erected 
within three years after the last named. Soon af- 
terwards, Mr. Cox was encouraged to go to Europe for 
the purpose of directing the construction of bridges. 
The celebrated bridge at Waterford, in Ireland, was 
built under his direction and superintendence ; as 
were some others in England; These bridges were 
built over rivers of considerable extent ; and where 
it had been supposed they could not stand. 

CRANCH, Hon. RICHARD resided in that part 
of Braintree, now called Quincy, where he died in 
1800, at the a^e of seventy-four. He did not re- 
ceive a collegiate education ; but might be said to 
have been a well educated man. He had early lit- 
erary advantages, which he wisely improved ; and 
was in a great measure his own teacher : as every 
one must be, if he would acquire much oseftil 
knowledge, or make progress in the arts and sciences. 
Mr. Cranch was a watchmaker, and generally dis- 
covered a mechanical genius. He was one of the 
fomiders of the American academy of Arts and 
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Sciences; and many years a connsellor of that 
learned society. He was also a distinguished theo- 
logian, and well read on the subject of the prophe- 
cies. His views on revealed religion were different 
from the Calvinistic system. He was an original 
member of the society for propagating the gospel 
among the Indians and others in North America, 
incorporated in 1787, and ever discoveredan interest 
in its prosperity, — and in promoting the important 
objects of its formation. He had a seat in the Sen- 
ate of Massachusetts from the County of Suffolk, 
(Braintree being then a part of that County,) and 
had the reputation of an intelligent legislator and 
faithful public servant. His family was the abode 
of order, sobriety and religion. His wife and 
children were well educated and well informed, and 
their conversation was such as to please and to edify 
their visitors. 

CUDWORTH, Gen. JAMES came to Plymouth 
in 1634, but soon after removed to Scituate.. He 
was several years an assistant, and one of the Coun- 
cil of War. Several persons were at divers times 
chosen to form such a council, to advise Captain 
Standish. In the time of the war* with the Sachem 
Philip in 1676, Cudworth had the command of the 
Plymouth troops at one time, with the title of Gen- 
eral, before Governor Winslow took the field in per- 
son. He was a brave, but prudent officer. He 
was the first military character in the colony, afta* 
Standish. He was independent in his opinions, and 
therefore not very popular. When the Quakers 
were persecuted in 1665, and after, he opposed the 
severe measures against them. He deemed it good 
policy to tolerate all sects; and he gave some 
of the Quakers an hospitable reception, till he was 
reprimanded by the coilrt for doing it. The conduct 
of the Quakers at their first visiting Plymouth aod 
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Massachusetts was quite irregular and reprehensi- 
ble ; but they were treated with more severity by 
the government than the Christian spirit, or justice 
could approve. When arguments did not avail with 
erroneous sectarians, the civil ruler was too prone to 
resort to force, and exercise legal authority. - Cud- 
worth went to England, as an agent for Plymouth 
Colony, in 1681, when he was above seve*nty years 
of age, and there died soon after his arrival. 
Several of his letters on public business are pre- 
served ; and aflford evidence of a good education, 
ft&d of sound discretion. 

CUMINGS, Rev. HENRY D. D. had his edu- 
cation in Harvard College, and left that Seminary in 
1760, with a high reputation for diligence as a 
student, and for strong intellectual powersf, which 
were developed by close reading and application. 
When in college, he was somewhat more advanced 
in age than the majority of the students ; and prob- 
ably, therefore, was more attentive and studious, 
and more careful to reflect. deeply on the literary 
and scientific subjects which he was called upon to 
study. He was a close reasoner, and was fond of 
metaphysical discussion. But he always disputed 
with candor and mildness. He was ordained over 
the Church in Billerica, in Massachusetts, a few 
years after Jie left college ; and there continued till 
his death in 181(X Dr. Cumings had the reputation 
of an Arminian ; but did not reject'what may justly 
be called the doctrines of grace ; and his preaching 
might well be considered as evangelical.^ Both 
Arminians and Calvinists repudiate the conclusions 
which some draw from their respective systems. 
The former do. not deny the doctrines of grace ; nor 
the latter the necessity of good wbrks, or that man 
misi!st strive to make bis calling and election sipn. 
Ssveral years before his dieatfa Mr. Cmnings reoeived 



TUOUAS CVBSXHQ* 119 

the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the oorpora- 
tion of his Alma Mater ; and he was often invited 
to preach on public occasions. His pulpit per- 
formances were always acceptable, and several of 
his discourses were pubfished. All who knew him ' 
bore witness to his amiable disposition and his ex- 
^nplary conduct. He lived to a good old age, 
having survived his eightieth year. 

GUSHING, Hon. THOMAS received his iSrst de- 
gxee in Harvard College, 1744. He soon after en* 
gaged in trade, and was a respectable merchant in 
Boston, then a place of commerce with foreign coun- 
tries, and the largest seaport in. New England. In 
the year 1761, he was chosen a member of the Gen* 
oral Court in Massachusetts for Boston, and elected 
speaker the first year he held a seat in the Assem* 
bly. His father, who was also a very respectable 
inhabitant of Boston, occupied that station twenty- 
seven years before. Mr. Cusbing, the son, was one 
of the Representatives of Boston, for fourteen years, 
till the Revolution ; and most of the time presided 
in the House. He had much influence with his fel- 
low citissens, and with the members of the General 
Court ; and yet he did not rank with Otis, or S. or 
J. Adams in political knowledge, or in public de- 
bate. The people had great confidence in his pat- 
riotism, at the critical period of 1 764-' 74 ; for he 
was decided and judicious. The ministerial party 
of those years, did not indeed fear him so much as 
they did the other patriots just mentioned. In 1774, 
he w:as one of the five delegates from Massachusetts, 
ebosen to attend a Continental Congress, to consult 
on measmres for the preservation of the rights and 
liberties^ the British North American Colonies, then 
assailed by an arbitrary administration in England. 
Ha was also returned as a member of that august 
asiemUy, f^r se¥>^:al suiKieediiig years* When tbi9 



constitution of Massachusetts was adopted in 1780, 
Mr. Gushing was chosen Lieutenant Governor ; and 
re-elected in 1781 and 1782. . His station entitled 
him to respect ; and he was esteemed Us a sincere 
patriot and an honest merchant. Like most of the 
patriots of that period, he was a public professor of 
religion ; and his life corresponded to his faith and 
profession. He died in 17^, at the age of sixty- 
five. 

GUSHING, Hon. WILLIAM L L. D. was eda- 
cated at Harvard GoUege, and received the literary 
honors in 1751. He engaged in the profession and 
practice of law at an early age ; and soon became 
distinguished for his legal learning, his judgment as 
a counsellor, and for integrity in practice. From his 
youth, he had a high character for sobriety and 
gravity ; and. had a seat on the bench of the superior 
court in Massachusetts, at an earlier age than was 
then or since common. He was a justice of that 
court before the Revolution ; yet he manifested great 
attachment to the rights of the colonies; and was 
the only one high in office in Massachusetts, at that 
time, who did not support or apologize for the arbi- 
trary measures of the parent government. He was 
appointed a judge of the highest judicial tribunal 
in the Commonwealth, in 1775-6 ; and afterwards, 
1780, chief justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
under the constitution adopted in that year. When 
the fedeiral government was organized in 1789, he 
received a commission as an associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States; Hon. John 
Jay of New York, being at the same time the chief 
justice of that court. On the death of ^udge Jay, 
Mr. Gushing was appointed to his high station ; but 
declined it. He was then far advanced in life, and 
his health quite feeble and precarious. He re- 
mained a judg^ of the court, however, some time 
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aftffic, when lie Tetked to private, life, and survived 
scarcely a year. Judge Cushing possessed good tal- 
enta and extenrive learning, particularly in his pro- 
fession. If he were less brilliant than some of his 
contemporaries, his learning as a lawyer, was pro- 
found, and his decisions were generally Teceivcd as 
equitable and just, and warranted by sound princi- 
plea of jurisprudence. ^ 

CUSHING, Hon. NATHAN as well as William 
Cushing named above, of whom notice is here taken, 
was a native of Scituate, in Massachusetts; but 
they were not brothers. Nathan Cushing was a 
few years younger Aan William; and received a 
degree in Harvard College in 1763. He also studied 
law, and was a patriot and a whig of the Revolu- 
tion. In 1775, two judges of Admiralty were ap- 
pointed by the legislative authority of Massachu- 
setts ; when,* Mr. Cushing was appointed for the 
soudiem district, and Timothy Pickering for the 
northern. Judge Cushing conducted with firmness 
and promptitude, and yet with fairness and impar* 
tiality. Numerous vessels were then taken by the 
American privateers, and libelled for adjudication. 
Whatever were his prejudices or his wishes as a 
patriot, he so decided generally, that his sentences 
were fully approved. He was afterwards appointed 
a justice of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massa- 
chusetts, under the constitution of 1*^80, and held 
that office several years. . He was patient and up- 
right, as a judge, but not always so ready in form- 
ing an opinion as most other justices ; nor was he 
very eloquent in charging the jury. His observa- 
tions were comparatively few, leaving it to the good 
sense and intelligence ojf the jurors to give their ver- 
dict without influence from the bench. In all tl^ 
relatioiis of domestic and social life, he had a 
cbaract^ for justice, mildness tand conciliation. 

11 
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CUTLER, Rot. MANASSAS LL. B. was a 

graduate of Yale College with the class of 1766; 
aod having studied divinitf the usual period of 
preparatioQ for the Christian . ministry, settled as 
pastor of a Church in Ipswich in 1768. Though 
respectable as a theologian and faithful as a pastcnr, 
he devoted. much of his time to the study of Botaay 
and Natural History. His treatise in l^taiiy was 
well received ; but that branch of natural history 
had not been then much studied ; and there have 
been more learned publications since, on the subject, 
in America. He paid, greater /attention to that/inter* 
estittg study than any others of his lime^ and his 
publication was considered a nov^ty. from the pen 
of ^a divine. Professor Peck of Hacvaxd University 
afterwards made niatural history in all its branches 
his study ; and acquired more correct and more ex- 
tensive information than Dr. Cutler possessed. Dr. 
Cutler was a member. x>f several leatnod societies, 
fiMsmedin his day for the promotioii. of iScknce; and 
always manifested a dispositictti.to advance, the in*, 
terests of literature in this country; .He removed to 
Marietta, Ohio, soon after it became : a separate 
State : and there remained till his death,, in 1803. 

CUTTER, Rev. TIMOTHY D, D. received his 
first degree in Harvard College, in 1701. In 1709 
be was ordained pastor of the church, in Stratford, 
Connecticut ; and hi 1719, was chosen Rector and 
President of Yale College. . He had the character of 
a good scholar; and very few: so well understood 
the ancient languages, especially the Hebrew. As a 
pulpit orator also he was probably iiot excelled by any 
preacher of his time.. In 1722/ lie declared his prefr 
erence for the Episcopal rites and fortiis to the con- 
gregational system, so far as the latter deviated from 
the former.^ The year following he. visited England, 
and received ordination from^ a bishop ; ! declaziag. ilm 
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opinion that his previous ordination by his clerical 
brethren of the congregational order was invalid, and 
that no one was a regular minister of Christ, without 
the imposition of a bishop! s baud. He soon after be- 
came the rector oT Christ's^ Church, m the north part 
of Boston ; and continued in that church and station 
till 1765, when he had reached the age of eighty-two 
years. His talents were admitted by his rehgious 
opponents as well as his friends ; and his literary at- 
tainments were greater than those of the majority of 
the clergy of either professions, Episcopal or Congre- 
gaticmal. . But he cherished and expressed narrow 
views as to the forms of religion ; often declaring his 
doubts, "whether there was salvation for any out of 
the pale of the English Episcopal Church.'' He wrote 
in reply to Dr. Mayhew on the controversy in which 
the latter engaged in 1763, relating to attempts then 
made to extend Episcopacy and to support bishops 
in* New England. 
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DAGGETT, Rbv. NAPHTAU D. D. a native 
of Attleborough, in Massachusetts, received his edu- 
cation in Yale College, and was graduated in 1748. 
He was ordained over a church at Smithtown, on 
Long Island, in 1751, where he remained only five 
years ; being then chosen professor of divinity in the 
college at New Haven, in which he had basn edu- 
cated. He continued in that important station till 
his death in November, 1780. During ten years of 
his professorship he also acted as president of the 
college, between the time of President Clap and Dr. 
Stiles. Dr. Daggett was respectable as a theologian 
and a general scholar. He had a degree of Doctor 
of Divinity from the college at Princeton, New Jer- 
sey, as well as that of New Haven. He continued 
to preach occasionally while professor in college; 
and several of his sermons were published. While 
he acted as the president, the college was in a pros- 
perous state ; and several of the alumni, distinguish- 
ed afterwards in public life, were educated while he 
was at the head of that seminary. In his character 
as a scholar, we find indications and traits rather of 
solid and useful learning, than of brilliancy or of ori- 
ginal genius. In that generation of men, there was 
more of a desire to be useful than to excite admira- 
tion. There were many good scholars and able di- 
viues; but few of very commanding eloquence. 
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- DALTQN, ■ Hon. TRISTRAM ' was a ^ eitisoMi of 
•Newburypott, and born in that vidinitjr. He pife* 
pared for collfeg^tihdfer Master Moody, the able 
teacher in Byfield academy ; add wJas graduated at 
Harvard University in 1755. He studied law, but 
-early engaged in commercial pursuits. In the politi- 
cal dispute with England, he ranked among the 
whigs of the day, and was one of the leading patribts 
in the County of Eissex ; thougli there were many 
choice spirits in that part of the province. He was 
often elected to the House of Representatives and 
the Senate of Massachusetts ; and was also a mem- 
ber of the Continental Congress, and of the Senate of 
the United States. In all these important stations, 
he had the character of an able and faithful public 
servant. He was also distinguished for his courtesy 
and polished manners ; and he paid more attention 
to dress than great men usually do. But perhaps 
more attention was bestowed on dress and manners 
sixty and seventy years ago than at present. It 
seems to have been expected of men ofsweahh'and 
in public office. The opinion of Addison probably - 
then prevailed, that neatness was nearly allied to 
the moral virtues. Mr. Dalton had the reputation of 
a good general scholar ; and was an original member 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He 
lived to an advanced age; and was one of the prin- 
Hjipal officer;3 in the eustom house in. Boston for sev- 
eral years near the close of his life, 

DANA, Esq. RICHARD was an alumnus of 
Harvard College, where he. was graduated in 1718. 
He studied law and settled in Boston. His char- 
acter was that of -an able and honest lawyer, and he is 
justly ranked among the patriots and advocates for 
civil liberty, in the critical period of 1770-75, when 
the British ministry were inclined to abridge the free* 
don^ of the colonies, and to render them more fully 

11* 
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•nbjtfd to Ihe power and ccmtml of th^ pai?nl gov- 
moment than they had erer before been. New and 
heavy taxes were imposed, and public officers in the 
province, appointed by the British ministers, were 
numerous, with extravagant stipends. On many oc- 
casions, Mr. Dana was found taking a decided and 
active part for the defence of charter rights and priv« 
ileges. He was Representative for Boston. 

He was particularly assiduous in obtaining correct 
information of the massacre in Boston, on the night 
of the 5th of March, 1770, perpetrated by British 
soldiers, then stationed in that town. He was one 
of a committee appointed by the town, to prepare a 
full statement of the several incidents, and the order 
in which they occurred, connected with that wanton 
tragedy. He took several depositions of respectable 
citizens, who were present at the scene ; and who 
had heard the previous threats of some of the sol- 
diers, who had been insolent and abusive for some 
preceding days. They had attacked the citizens 
with violence, and declared they would kill or 
wound some of them. Exasperated by the threats 
and blows of the soldiers, some of the people, chiefly 
the young and ardent, returned abu^ve language ; 
and some threw snow balls and pieces of ice. But 
there was not evidence sufficient to warrant the be- 
lief that the people would have taken the life of the 
sentinels, or seriously atfocked the ether soldiers. 
The firing has been said to be in self-defence, and 
therefore justifiable. But this can hardly be admit- 
ted ; and if the soldiers under Captain Preston had not 
fired, and had used only such threats or such a de- 
gree of force as to disperse the people collected near 
the sentinels, it would have been excusable. It was 
believed by H. Knox, afterwards major-general in 
the American army, and who was then on the spot, 
and by many others, that the firing was unneoesary 
for the protection of the sentinels. It seems proper 
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theiefive, to call Ihe oatrage^ by which leveral 
citistms were killed or mortaUy wounded^ a massa- 
ore ; and yet some writers insist that it is incorrect 
U> g^ve the tragedy that severe appellaticm. 

Mr. Dana was chairman of the committee 
chosen by the town of Boston, in 1766, to give in« 
structions to the representatives of the General 
Court This was at a very critical period, and a 
time of great anxiety for the rights and liberties of 
the province. The. stamp act had passed, and other 
laws for laying high duties on all articles imported 
into the province, a host of revenue officers sent ov^ 
&am England to enforce these obnoxious statutes, 
and the British parliament bad declared that they 
had a right to legislate for the people in the colonies 
in all cases whatever. The instructions were able 
and bold perhaps, but at the same time temperate 
and judicious. Mr. Dana was not a rash or impru- 
dent patriot, though sufficiently decided and zealous 
in the cause of freedom. He left two sons, who 
were educated at Harvard College ; Edmund, who 
was an Episcopal clergyman in England ; -Fraqcis, 
who was some time the chief justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts, from 1792 to 1810 ; 
and filled several other very important offices in 
the State, with great ability and integrity. The for* 
mer was graduated in 1759^ and the latter in 1762. 

DANA, Hon. FRANCIS L L. D. son of Richard 
Dana, Esq., already noticed, was born in Boston, in 
1744 ; and after he completed his collegiate studies, 
entered as a student of law, in the office of Hon. 
Edmund Trowbridge, one of the most eminent lai^* 
yers in the province, and who at a later period than 
that mentioned, held a seat on the bench of the Su« 

Serior Court of Judicature. Mr. Dan^ early took a 
ecided part, in favor of colonial rights, and of the lib* 
erties of the people, and in opposition to the arbitrary 
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^fneastfres of the British gbv^^mikei^t. Stick ^8 ;hUi 
TepatatWn for legal and geri^ral laiowfedge, and iisMh 
ihe confidence Teposedin his patriotism by »the €oiti* 
tinental Congress, that he was appointed an agent t^ 
visit the court of St. Petersburg, in 1778, on impor- 
tant business in behalf of the United States. The 
particular rank he held, as a: diplomatic character, 
has not been stated; and at that early period" of our 
national existence, the ministers, sent abroad were 
few; and their grade not precisely defined in all 
cases. Soon after his return, Mr. Dana was ap- 
pointed a judge of the Supreme Judicial Court ; and 
on the death of Judge Sargent, he received a cona- 
mission as chief justice. He was also a short time a 
member of the Continental Congress, before his 
agency to Russia, already mentioned. Mr^ Dana 
was considered as a learned lawyer, and an upright 
impartial judge. He was naturally of an ardent 
temperament; he had no patience with those who 
were disposed to tamper with right and justice and 
truth, for every purpose. He thought fairness and 
-strict integrity as proper in an attorney, as in any- 
other profession ; and in his family circle, his conduct 
was such as to command respect and to conciliate es- 
teem. When the court was over, in which he had 
been presiding with great dignity, and as some think 
of sterness of manner, he engaged in conversation in 
the social circle with much affability and pleasantry. 

DANA, Rev. JAMES D. D. was an alumnus of 
Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1753. 
He settled in the ministry in the town of Wallingford, 
Colony of Gdnhecticut. After a few years he wfes sep- 
arated from the Church and society in that town, on 
account of disputes relative to some speculative 
points in theology. • His character for integrity and 
piety was never impeached. He did not fully coincide 
with the orthodox clergy of the day on all thedlogi^ 
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Cil soligciols. And fae uras MepeaAeot aad Coo 
honest, to profeis any arlieie of a oreed in which he 
^did not believe. He aftef wards becaine * the pastor 
^and t6a<^r of a* church in New HaTen^ where he 
eontinued till the infirmities of age prevented his 
fpublic services ; but he always shared largely in the 
esteem and warm regard of his people, and of his 
brethren in the Christian ministry. Evep those who 
held a somewhat stricter faith, extended to him their 
Christian sympathy and respect. He possessed an 
intellect of great power and discrimination ; and his 
discourses were of the first order in his time, for solid 
reasoning and impressive appeals. His mannas 
were those of the early puritans, softened, however, 
by more gentleness and amenity than some of them 
exhibited. He died at the age of about four-score. 

SAMUEL W. DANA, of Middletown, Connecticut, 
was a disttnguished lawyer and statesman. He had 
a seat in the National Legislature, in the House of 
Representatives, and in the Senate, and was highly 
esteemed both for his ability and his candor. He 
was decided and frank in his opinions, buteourteous 
and conciliating towards political opponents. He 
supported the policy of Washington and Adams. 
In private life, Jffr. Dana wa«t truly estimable ; of 
bland and pleasant manners, and highly entertaining 
as a companion. In his religious views, he generally 
coincided with his venerable parent. He always 
spoke of the puritan fathers of New England with 
great respect and admiration. 

DANE, Hon. NATHAN LL. D. received his 
public education in Harvard College, and took his 
first degree in 1778. He studied law, and settled 
in the town of Beverly, in Massachusetts. He was 
a good soholar, but not greatly distinguished in 

rly life* • He. however had the reputation of a 
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dfligent fttndetlt, ivlien « menkb^ of c^le^V and 
cdfteirwards, when eiifaged in the legal ptofessiod. 
And thus his acquirements rendered him a safe and 
able connitollor. H^ was appointed a member of 
the Continental Congress in 1785, by the legislature 
of Massachusetts, as was then the practice. And 
although never brilliant as an orator, he rendered 
much service on committees, where he was alike in- 
dustrious and judicions. It was owing chiefly to 
his efforts, that Congress made it a condition, on the 
formation of new States in the North-western Terri- 
tory, that slavery should not be allowed therein. 
This territory consisted of grants from several of 
the old thirteen States, for the benefit of the whole 
United States ; the proceeds of the sales to be ap- 
plied to the payment of the public debt incurred by 
the war of the Revolution, until that debt should be 
extinguished; and then to belong to the several 
States. The southern members of Congress at that 
time, as they have always been, were in favor of 
slavery, and contended for its continuance in their 
States, and might therefore be willing that it should 
be allowed in other parts of the Union : but the 
northern and eastern, the n(»i-sIaveholding States, 
were opposed to it, at lea^t to its extension ; and 
therefore insisted that it be excluded from any new 
States which might be formed. Mr. Dane was one 
of the most decided and active in urging the con- 
dition of its exclusion. He afterwards had exten- 
sive practice as an attorney ; and for many years 
was engaged in important causes before the Supreme 
Judicial Court in Essex and Suffolk Counties, and 
in most pftrts of Maine. His habits of industry 
continued till he exceeded the age of seventy, and 
when about that age, he published a large and valu- 
able work with the title of American Practice. It 
affords evidence that he wias " learned in the lawj" 
and it has been among the books of authority with 
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of the legal piofessioo. Mr. Dane alwii;yii 
sustained the characterof an honest and virtuous msfn. 

DANEORTH, Hon. THOMAS was born in Eng- 
land, but came to Massachusetts in early manhood , 
and at an early period of the settlement of the OoIcn* 
ny. In .1659, we find him one of the magistrates and: 
board of assistants, as the coadjutors of the Gtovemor! 
w^ere then called. He continded to.be chosen to this* 
honorable station for twenty years, when he was 
elected Deputy Governoc, after Mr. Bradstreet, sue-, 
cesser to Leverett, received the appointment of Chief 
Magistrate : and in this station he continued twelve 
years, and until the second, charter, in 1691, except 
two years of the arbitrary and unconstitutional ad-, 
ministration of Sir Edward AndjTos^v 

Mr. Danfbrth was a zealous patriot, and the man of 
the people, in the usual, meaning of that phrase. Bntr 
be could not justly be. called a demagogue. While 
a firm advocate for popular rights, and for l&e full 
elercise of political powers granted or recognized by^ 
the Colony charter, be was tbe firiend of civil order 
and authority, maintained according to settled prin-^. 
ciples, and the laws and acts of the Legislature*. 
He therefore opposed the arbitrary .and oppressive 
measureis of the British ^administration during thor 
period of 1660-1686, while Charles II. and Jameif 
II. were on the throne ; when seveml of his contem- 
poraries, through fear, or a desire of the royal favor/ 
were, ready to submit to the unjust and tyrannical or«; 
4ers of Randolph, Andros, and of commissioners sent 
into the Colony by the king, to interfere with its in> 
ternal laws and regulations ; all of whom eneroacbr^ 
ed most arbitrarily on the charter rights of the peof^^ 
pie. For several years, Mr. Danforth had the ap4 
pointment of President of. Maine, a great part of 
which :was under the goveniment of Massachieselts; 
the majority of the. iBhabiiants^ in a time of poUtioal 
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dispale and eonfasion, having deuved to be attacSwd 
to that Colony. Cooke, Gookias^ Hawthome'ajid orii*- 
ers were the friends of the Deputy Governor ; Joseph 
Dudley and Deuniaon, were apologists for the British 
administration. Governor Bradstreet was considered 
more moderate and prudent, and was suj^rted by 
most of the people who did not engage very warmly 
in the contests between the politicai parties of the 
day. Mr. Panforth had one son who was educated 
m Harvard College, and graduated there in 1671 ; 
and afterwards visited ana j»8idedin England* 

DANPORTH, Rev. SAMUEL a nephew (as is 
ai^pposed) of Hon. Thomas Danforth, came to Maa- 
sachusetts when quite young, and was graduated nt 
Harvard College with the second class in 1643. He 
was a close student, and made great attainm^its in 
various brandies of literature. In 1660, he received 
ordination as colleague pastor, with the celebrated 
John Eliot, over the church in Roxbury. He died 
at the age of fifty-two, when his reputation was high 
as a clergyman, and his usefulness acknowledged by 
all. He was pathetic and im{«essive in his preaching, 
and seldom delivered a sermon without tears. 

Rev. Samubl Danforth, and Rev. John Dan* 
VOBTH, sons of the former, were eminent ministers ; 
the first was ordained to the pastoral care of the 
Church in Taunton. He received a degree in Har- 
vard College in the year 1683, and died in 1727; 
several of his discourses were published. Rev. John 
Danforth was graduated in Harvard College,- with 
the class, of 1677. He surpassed most scholars of 
his time in mathematics. His father also made uii» 
eomm<m progress, in the study of astronomy. He 
became the .pastor of the Church in Dordiester ii| 
1682, and died in 1730, at the age of sixty-^ox^ 
His publications were several occasional sernoions* 
Hon. SbinMiel Danibrth, his son, resMl^ in Cam* 
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bridge, aitd was nutoh in puMie life ; and fcvr several 
years <the oldest member ^ the Supreme ExeeoAiinrt 
Ooonoil. In the dispute with the British ministrf j 
as to the extent of the civil rights and authority of 
the provincial- govemment, \t^ich became highly ia«4 
t^estiof and serious in 1764, and continued till the 
Revolution in 1775, Mr. Danforth was on the side 
of the administration in England. And in 1774, 
when the charter of Massachusetts was altered, ei 
directly violated by the appointment of counselloie 
by the king, instead of having their election by the 
Representatives of the people, he was one of the 
number. He did not leave the country, however, as 
Hiany others did at that time, from their stmng 
Irttaohment to the British government, arbitrary as 
it then wa& He died in Cambridge in 1777, at the 
age of eighty-^one. He had studied chemistry more 
Ihan most others of his day, and excelled also in the 
knowledge of other branches of natural philosophy. 

DANIELSON, Hori. TIMOTHY was a crti2sen 
of Brimfietd, in the south part of (old) Hampshire 
Ck>unty ; and one of the most zealous and active 
supporters of Colonial rights in the western part of 
the Province at the memorable period of 1775. His 
education fitted him for extensive usefulness. He 
received a degree in Yale College in the year 1766( 
He first gave bis attention to theology, but did not 
engage in the clerical profession. Ten years before 
the war began, a dispute arose, or was revived, of 
the extent of the political power of the British Par* 
liament over the assemblies and people in the Prot*^ 
inees, aad of the civil authority which belongied to 
each provincial legislature, for all internal poliqe and 
fovemment. The young men of education took a 
de^ interest in the dispute. They r^ad the history 
of England and. of the Colonies, especially of Mav- 
aachusetts ; which from its first settlement had €on»> 

12 
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tmded for charter rights ; and for diril rigfata as Rig* 
Italmien. A great portion of the sons of Harrara 
and Yale, educated between 1730 and 1770, were 
found firm and decided in defence of civil libert^i 
and on the side of the Colonies, on this great 
question. The British ministry after 1763, [mtend* 
ed we had too much power and too much liberty* 
They assumed a right to govern us, and to legislate 
for us in all cases by laws of Parliament, though 
we were not represented in that legislative body. 
This was seen to be the essence of tyranny — and 
that Americans must then be slaves. In such a case, 
tfiere was no hesitation, and no indecision on the 
part of the great body of the people in Massachu- 
setts. And there was a goodly number of learned 
men on the subject, who were able to state the argu- 
ments on the side of freedom ; while almost the 
whole body of the people were eager to be informed 
and to understand the nature of the dispute : and 
were then ready to act in defence of political liberty. 
Mr. Danielson was chairman of the convention in 
the County of Hampshire, September 1774; and 
was chosen a delegate to the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, holden at Concord in October 1774y 
and afterwards at Cambridge in February 1775; 
and at Watertown May 1776. In May 1774, he 
liras chosen one of the Board of Council, being then 
a member of the General Court from Brimfield ; but 
was negatived by Governor Gage, with, several 
others, at the same time. > 

* In May 1775, the Provincial Congress of Massa* 
ehusetts voted to raise and organize twenty-five reg* 
tments of militia for the common defence;. Mr. Dan* 
ielson had command of one of these regiments ; aiid 
William Sheppard was his Lieutenant Colonel.- He 
was chiefly however in the legislative body; and 
was a member several years after 1775; He did not 
survive to a very great age. 
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DATEMPORT, Rbv. JOHN came to New Eng* 
land in the year 1637, with Messrs. HopkiDS aiMl 
Eaton, and joined them in the first settlement of 
New Haven : and Hopkins and Eaton, and some 
others of that company, were men of large estates. 
Mr.^ Davenport had been distinguished in England 
as a popular preacher and a learned theologian ; and 
had great influence among his brethren of the clergy, 
who were puritans. He received his public educa* 
tion at one of the colleges, Oxford, and afterwards 
was honored with the degree of Bacheldor of Divin* 
ity from that University. When he with some 
other pious men, both laity and clei^y, attempted to 
reform abuses in the established Church, they were 
opposed, and prohibited to ]jroceed in the good work 
by archbishop Laud, a great bigot, and of a very 
arbitrary temper. The money collected by Mr. 
Davenport and his friends, by donations from 
rarious persons, was taken and applied to public 
purposes according to the pleasure of the archbishop, 
the great enemy and oppressor of the non-conform- 
ists. In 1633, Mr. Davenport retired to Holland, to 
avoid' persecution and imprisonment. But he re^ 
torned to his native land ; and there resided about 
two years, when hearing of the prosperity and ex- 
tension of the settlements in Massachusetts, he sail- 
ed for this country. While at New Haven, he was 
invited to be a member of the Assembly of West- 
minister, in England, in 1642, for preparing a system 
of doctrines, &c., to be adopted by the great body of 
non-conformists and puritans and independents 
of that period. Mr. Cotton of Boston, and Mr. 
Hooker of Hartford, were also requested to attend 
the assembly ; but they all declined. He assisted in 
concealing Goffe and Whaley, two of the judges, 
by whom Charles I was sentenced to be beheaded 
for tyranny, and levying war on his subjects. On 
tlis rei^toration of Charles 11^ in 1660, Goffe, Whaley 
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Mid Dixwill) three members of that tribooa}, jfled to 
New Eogland; and warrants were issued in th« 
name of the king, to arrest them and convey them 
to England for trial. Their case excited much 
sympathy in Massachusetts and Connecticut; and 
they were concealed for many years, and till their 
death, though at the risk of the royal displeasure* 
Mr. Davenport consented that they should be kept 
in bis house for a long period, during which the 
messengers from England passed through New 
Haven in pursuit of them. On the death of Mr* Nor- 
ton, teacher of the first Church in Boston, in 1667, 
Mr. Davenport was invited to take charge of that 
Church, and soon after removed and settled there as 
the pastor, and at the same time Mr. Allen was or- 
dained as the teacher. Nearly half of the first 
Church and Society were opppsed to the settlement 
of Mr. Davenport, and many of his Church in .New 
Haven also objected to his removal. The chief ob- 
jection to Mr. Davenport by the pe^ople of the Church 
in Boston, was, that he would baptize no children, 
except the parents were ipembers of the Churchy 
— while many of them who had been baptised in 
their yputh, and made a profession of their faith in 
the Christian religion, claimed the privilege for their 
ehildren. This was a subject of warm dispute, ai 
that period. A synod was holden to decide which 
course was scriptural. But, as in all such contro^ 
versies, the difference of opinion still continued. 
The Old South church, so called, in Boston, was 
then formed by those who opposed Mr. Davenport. 

DAVIS, Hon. CALEB was a citizen of Boston, and 
much in public life, as a municipal officer, a Magis- 
trate and legislator, from the ag^ of thirty to his death 
in 1797, when he was about fifty-six. He held the 
responsible and arduoiis office of selectman and 
overseer of the poor several years. Much service m 



expeeHed of stioh officers, without pecuniary reward ; 
and often thejr are unjustly censured by the ig- 
norant and uninformed. Mr. Davis was frequently 
one of the representatives of Boston, in the General 
Court, or in the Senate ; and one or two years was 
chosen speaker of the House. He first had a seat in the 
House, in the year 1776, when there were eleven 
other members; an unusually large number for that 
period. The number was then commonly five or 
six. At a little later period, he had a seat at 
the Council board. These were marks of public 
confidence in his good judgment and patriotism not 
to be mistaken. But Mr. Davis was not an able de- 
bater in public assemblies. Perhaps it was for* 
tanate that it was not deemed necessary, then, to 
make long declamatory speeches. It may be well 
doubted whether they would have been tolerated. 
It was sufficient, that a member should give his 
opinion, and his reasons for that opinion, in as few 
words as might be needed to be fully understood. 
Mr. Davis was a professor of religion ; and a deacon 
of the Church at the south end of Boston, in Hollis 
street. He was esteemed as a correct and sincere 
Christian. In his dress and manners he was one of 
the old school of gentlemen ; many of whom might 
be named, as they are well remembered by those of 
the age of seventy-five or seventy-six. They would 
now be considered precise, if not rather formal. But 
their deportment inspired more respect than the 
coarseness or indifference of modern times. 

DAVIS, Hon. THOMAS was a native of Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts, and was born about the year 
1758. His father was concerned in trade and fish- 
cry in that place ; and though he gave one son— 
Hon. Judge Davis of Boston — a collegiate education^ 
Thomas had no better means of acquiring knowl- 
edge in his youth, than a common school, provided 
12» 
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for children of all classes of the people. This d0'% 
feet, however, was in a great degree remedied by 
personal application and study. With much pro* 
priety he may be said therefore, to be a self-taught 
man. Diligence, industry and sobriety were dis-> 
played in his conduct in very early life. The 
business of his father probably led him to give his 
attention to trade and navigation, and to subjects 
connected with commerce. He 450on became distin- 
guished for his information on mercantile affairs; 
and as an accountant; and discovered all that accu- 
racy, good judgment and method, which are import- 
ant in all departments of business, and especially in 
commercial pursuits. He became concerned in nav* 
igation, and in the fisheries, and trade to the W^t 
Indies, soon after his years were such as to render it 
proper he should engage in business for himself It 
soon appeared that he was accumulating property ; 
slowly perhaps, but surely. And this is to be chief- 
ly attributed to regular habits, to industry, and dili- 
gent attention to the business in which he had en«- 
gaged. And who can justly expect to accumulate 
property, or to. prosper in business, without diligence, 
method and persevering efforts ? At an earlier age 
than is usual, he was chosen a representative to the 
General Court, for his native town. And after a 
few years he held a seat in the Senate, to which he 
was elected by his felk)w citizens, who had witness- 
ed in his course so much good judgment, upright- 
ness, and fidelity, as to deserve their entire regard 
and confidence. 

Mr. Davis was chosen a member of the Senate . 
from Plymouth County, at several annual elections^ 
and was then appointed president of an insurance 
company in Boston ; the second company of that 
character in that ancient town. In this station he 
was continued till his death, in 1805, at the age of 
Ibrty-eight. Few men in the coinmunity , during th^ 



last gencfration, vere so much esteemed an4 ooafideA 
in as Mr. Davis. He was accurate, judicious^ aod 
fiBtithful in the various stations which be occupied^ 
The interests of others might be entrusted to him 
with perfect assurance of his care and fidelity. Acid 
his conduct, both in public and private, furnish, aa 
example which may be safely followed ; and fuUy 
prove that by diligence, sobriety and integrity, a 
youiig man may justly expect a competency, if not 
great wealth ; and will certainly secure the esteem 
and"respect of his fellow men. 

DAWES, Hon. THOMAS a native of Boston,^ 
had a character for energy, activity and discrimi^ 
nating powers of mind superior to that of most men 
of his time ; especially of those who had not the ad- 
vantages of a public education. He was a mechanic 
and a mason ; and therefore it cannot be justly said oi 
him that he was a man of great learning. But, 
with a good common eduqation, and being fond-of 
reading he became well acquainted with the his« 
tory of Massachusetts and of England ; and living 
in a time of disputes on the nature of civil rights, 
and of the arbitrary measures of the British govern- 
ment to legislate for the American colonies, he be- 
came conversant with political subjects. He took a 
deep interest in the controversy between Great Brit-, 
ain and Massachusetts in 1765-T5, as did all intel- 
ligent citizens of that period. But all were not so 
well prepared to decide correctly on the questions 
at issue. His intelligence and good judgment, united 
to a character for integrity and patriotism, pointed 
him out to his fellow-citizens as a proper person U> 
represent them in the legislature of the Common- 
wealth ; and he was several tinies chosen as a mem-: 
ber of the House of Assembly and of tlie Senata — 
Col. Dawe^ was often called upon to preside at town 
meetings in Boston, in party times, when th^re wad 
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much exdtement, as in 1793-'94. He regulated the 
meetings with great tact, and with some manage* 
ment ; and yet seldom gave offence. He favored 
the religious and literary institutions of the State ; 
and provided the means of his time for the education 
of his children. He had not atl the precision of the 
former generation ; and yet his conduct was regu- 
lated by economy and industry. His costume was 
that of a gentleman, but little was expended merely 
for display and ostentation. 

DAWES, Hon. THOMAS a son of Mr. Dawes 
before mentioned, was graduated in Harvard 'Col- 
lege in 1778, when he was only eighteen years of 
age. His character was that of a good classical 
scholar while at college ; and he also early discover- 
ed a lively imagination, which displayed itself in a 
fondness for the works of the English poets, then 
much circulated in New England. His love of po- 
esy was indeed often displayed by his personal ef- 
forts in this kind of composition : and they were 

, much above mediocrity. Some of his poetical effu- 
sions were greatly admired, and extensively circu- 
lated. He entered the profession of law ; and before 

. he was forty years of age, he was appointed one of 
the associate judges of the Supreme Judicial Court 
of Massachusetts. This place he resigned aft^r he 
held it some ten or eleven years ; and was then ap- 
pointed Judge of the Municipal Court for the city of 
Boston, and Judge of Probate for Suffolk county. — 
Judge Dawes cultivated a taste for polite literature 
and the belles lettres ; and in conversation often 
manifested^ but without pedantry, his extensive ac- 
quaintance with the best writers, "both ancient and 
miodem. Such men polish and improve the society 
in which they live. Judge Dawes was a member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences ; of the 
Peace Society ; and of the Society for Propagating 
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tbe Gei^l among the ladians and oibers m ^wA 
America. He died in 1826, at the age of sixty. 

DEARBORN, Gen. HENRY was a citizen of 
the State of New Hampshire. He was engaged 
in the mifitary department, at an early period of the 
ReFolutionary war. Two regiments from that 
psovince repaired, to the vicinity of Cambridge, soon 
aXter the aflair at Concord and Lexinglon, to act 
with the Massachusetts tro<t|>i^ in defence of the 
country in opposing the British army then in Bos- 
ton. Colonel, afterwards General, Starks and Col- 
onel Poor, commanded them. — They were stationed 
at Medford ; and when the Americans under Colonel 
Prescott at Charlestown heights, were attacked by the 
British from Boston, June 17, 1775, the JVew Hamp- 
shire regiments promptly marched to aid and support 
the former. They arrived just in season to assist, 
which they did with great bravery and effect. The 
enemy were twice repulsed. Mr. Dearborn held a 
Captain's commission in one of the New Hampshire 
regiments on that day : and he was in the expedition 
against Quebec, under Arnold, in 1775. He con^ 
tiaued in the continental army till the close of the* 
war; and ^when the army disbanded in 1783, had 
the rank of Major. He had the character of a brave 
officer ; and had borne a part personally in several 
battles. He settled on the banks of the Kennebec, 
near Hallowell ; and was sometime Major-General 
of militia ; and a member of Congress in 1794-1800. 
in 1801, he was appointed Secretary of War; and 
ift 1810, Collector of the customs for the port of Bos- 
ton. When the war of 1812 was declared, he re^ 
ceived a commission as Major-GeDeral, and held 
that rank till the close of that unhappy war, in 1815. 
In one of the expeditions against Canada, in 1813, 
lie was the commander. In one campaign. General 
WiUuAapn commanded^ But aeither were 8acee0»- 
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fill in the attempts to conquer that British prdvinee. 
Sometime after the peace, General Dearborn bad ton 
appointment as Envoy to Portugal, and continued 
in that station between two and three years. He 
died in 1830, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

DENNISON, DANIEL a citizen of Ipswich, was 
a magistrate or counsellor, from 1650 to 1682, and 
was much employed in public business. For several 
years he held the place of Major-General, the highest 
military office next to the governor. William Den- 
nison, admitted a freeman, in 1632, is supposed to 
be his father. General Dennison was one of the 
commissioners to settle disputes in Maine, and to re*- 
ceive the people there under the jurisdiction of Mas- 
sachusetts, in 1651. In 1653, there was a serious 
difficulty between New Haven, and the Dutch at 
Manhattan, about land on the Delaware, and the en- 
croachment of the latter on the south borders of 
New Haven colony. General Dennison was one of 
the two commissioners for settling the dispute. 
Their report was impartial, judicious, and pacific ; 
and probably prevented a war with the Dutch at 
New York, at that period. The advice given was 
accepted by the General Court of Massachusetts, 
who said, " it was not expedient for those who 
came to America to extend the Gospel of peace to be 
over forward to engage in a war with their Chris- 
tian neighbors on slender or inconsiderable grounds." 
In the dispute between the General Court and the 
commissioners of Charles II, sent out to hold a court 
of appeals in New England in 1665, when a majori- 
ty opposed the exercise of such judicial authority in 
the Colony, as improper and inconsistent with chap- 
ter rights. General Dennison was in the minority ; 
fearing the royal displeasure, and therefore ready to 
submit to their arbitrary proceedings. But the ptt- 
tfiotic party, with Bellingbam and Danforth at their 
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hAd| prevented the holding of such a tribunal ; and 
for the time, pres^red the due authority of the col* 
onial government. General Dennison died in 1683. 
An essay written by him, called Ireniam^ was pub- 
lished after his death. 

DERBY, RICHARD Jr. Esq. was an eminent 
merchant of Salem, and took a decided part in favor 
of civil liberty, when the British ministry adopted ar* 
bitrary and oppressive measures, in 1765. At that 
period the people of Salem elected him a Represent* 
ative to the General Court. He was also a member 
€)£ the Convention in Essex, September 1774, called 
to consult for the maintenance of constitutional lib- 
erty, and fpr the common welfare ; and of the third 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts which met at 
Watertown, in May 1775. A board of counsellors 
was constituted by that Congress to act instead of 
mandamus counsellors, so called, appointed by 
the King, contrary to the charter of the Province. 
Mr. Derby was also chosen a counseller in May 
1774 ; but received the negative of Governor Gage ; 
and again in t776 and 1776, be was elected to that 
place by the House of Representatives. As there 
was no governor, the x^ouncil had the executive 
power, and was also a branch of the legislature ] till 
the new constitution of the State was adopted in 
1780. The delegates to the provincial Congress of 
May, 1775, which was after the sword had been 
drawn by the British, and an attack made on the 
people at Lexington and Concord, April, 19th, of that 
year, must have had so much of the spirit of their 
ancestors, as to risk both property and life, for 
the preservation of their civil rights and liberties* 
The same principles and spirit must have animated 
those who met in July, 1775, as a House of Repre- 
sentatives, to devise means to maintain the troops 
theii auembled at Cambridge and vicinity, f<NP tbn 
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defence of the Province, in strogglihg to maialaia itfl 
ancient political power, against the despotic plans 
and policy of the British ministry. The rich, who 
made great sacrifices of property, gave perhaps, Hoa 
strongest proofs of patriotism. And many of the 
most opulent citizens gave such proof, besides Han- 
cock, Bowdoin, Dexter, Derby, Pickering, Green- 
leaf, Sever, Phillips, Lee, Orne, Lincoln, Powell, and 
Gushing. 

DEiSTER, AARON M. D. M. M. S. was a native 
of Chelsea, and received bis public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1776. He attend-* 
ed to the practice of physic in Boston, many years, 
with high reputation among his medical brethren^ 
His practice was very extensive, until the infirmities 
of old age induced him to relinquish it. Dr. Dcu^ter 
had a great taste for reading, and was acquainted 
with all the valuable publications of his time. He 
bad a fondness for chemical inquiries and studies ; 
and when a professorship of chemisty was formed in 
the University, in the year 1783, he was chosen 
Jhe professor. Dr. Dexter survived to a good old 
age ; enjoying to the last {he regard andafiections of 
a lar^ circle of friends. 

DEXTER, Hon. SAMUEL was the son of Rev. 
Mr. Dexter of Dedham ; but passed many years af- 
ter he was twenty-one in mercantile pursuits, in 
Boston. By diligence and probity, he accumulated 
a good estate before he was fifty ; not indeed what 
would satisfy many at the present day, now that the 
style of living is so much more expensive : but wh«t 
he deemed sufficient for a comfortable and decent 
Bubsistence. Mr. Dexter haul a good education, and 
was fond of reading and study. He had lead BUich 
«n history; especially that of England; and few 
jUiiderAtood.the constitution, ortheiiatui» aoi ^dii'!>. 
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Otplesofthe Bfitish tnonarbhieal goTernmeni better 
than he did. In the dispute bet^^een the British gov-* 
eroment and the American Colonies, which, though it 
did not begin in 1764, was then received with pecu- 
liar earnestness, Mr. Dexter took an acctive part; and 
was long one of the leading characters among the 
patriotic opposers of the arbitrary ^power exercised 
or claimed by Parliament over the Colonial legisla- 
tures. The great question was, as to the extent of 
authority the Parliament might rightfully exercise 
in legislating for and controlling the people or their 
representatives in America. The British ministry 
and a majority of Parliament claimed a supreme and 
unlimited power over the Colonies ; and contended 
that they had " a right to bind the American people in 
all cases whatever." But this would be absolute des- 
potism on one part, and abject submission and slave- 
ry on the other. The great body of the people in 
Massachusetts, rich and poor, learned and illiterate, 
landholders and laborers, all excepting the few who 
held o£Sce under the British government, were op- 
posed to the doctrine advanced, and to the authority 
claimed for the Parliament in England ; and early 
resolved, with great unanimity, to resist the claim. 
For it was incompatible with their, rights as English- 
men J it was in violation of their charter ; it was 
contrary to the spirit of the British Constitution, and 
to the principles of the glorious revolution of 1688. 
They were not represented in Parliament; and 
therefore could not justly be bound by its laws. — 
There was a House of. Commons in the Province, 
composed of representatives of the people, and this 
was the only body which could rightfully legislate 
for them in all internal concerns, as laying taxes, &c. 
And yet allegiance was acknowledged to the king; 
and hift negative, duly expressed, admitted oq the 
laws pa^ssed by the Colonial Assembly. Mr. Dexter 
was one of the moi^ able and intelligent disputants 

13 
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ofthaltYnemoraMe p^ttod, dti the'^n 6f Ookniliil 
rights and liberties. James Otis, Jose^ Warren, 
and Joseph Hawley Were more ardetit, bamuel Ad- 
ams more resohite, perhat>8, on some questic^s and 
emergencies ; but such characters as Dexter, Bow- 
doin, professor Wlnthrop, and John Adams, wcte 
Equally necessary. They informed the people ; they 
confuted Governors Bernard and Hutchinson ; they 
pointed out the danger of the polidy of the British 
ministry ; and they convinced their fdlo^-citizen* 
that all which was dear to them wasf at stake. These 
intelligent patriots were firm, decided, resolute, but 
not unduly precipitate or imprudently zealous. Mr* 
Dexter was a member of the council before the Rev- 
olution — but sometimes when chosen was negatived 
by the Governor. For several ye^ars, between 1766 
«nd 1776, Mr. Dexter was on the most important 
committees, either of the House or of the Council, 
which prepared resolutions and made reports of great 
moment, relating to the existing controversy with 
England. In 1776, 1777, and some years 'after, he 
TVas one of the Supreme Executive Council of, the 
State. When he had nearly reached the common 
age of man, he declined all public service, and em- 
ployed his time in reading or writing, chiefly on 
religious subjects. The sacred t^oltime frequently 
received his attention and examination. He fully 
assented to its divine inspiration ; and yet was a 
liberal or protestant inquirer. His opinions were 
in accordance with Arminian divines. He was 
.strongly opposed to the Calvinistic system* When 
chosen a member of the society for propagating the 
' gospel, he frankly declared he could not send ifiis- 
sionaries, who would insist on the peculiar teniets of 
that creed. He published an essay on the Uext, 
' *' Jacob have 1 loved, but E^aii 1 hrive hated;" • 
• • • ' • ' • . 

DEXTER, Hon. SlAMDEL L L. D. »n of Mr. 






DeKt^r refisiri^.. to. i^ tbe preceding ;articV» w^s a|i 
aluoQi^us of Qarvarid. Gqllegei and received the de^ 
gr^e.of A. B. ia 1781. Hq early gave iudicatious of 
a discriminating and powerful mind. He was di^ 
tmgaish^d as a, close reaspner and an able logician ; 
ajad could well; a^ct th^ part of an acute disputant 
Tb^ law was chpsen for his profession — and he 
surp:i.3spd most of his time as a pleader. With the ju« 
ry he bad uQcominon power. Though w^Il read, as 
a lotwyer, he chose rather to establish the justice of 
b.i3 ca,use, ar^d to convince the jurprs that equity 
was on the sid^ of his client. He practised several 
TOairs ijqi the Counties of Middlesex and Suffolk ; and 
bis business was, very extensive. Mr. Dexter was also 
distinguish/ed as sin. orator and politician. On sever- 
al occasions he was called upon to address his 
feUow citizens, aud all who had the privilege of hear- 
ing him were graUiied with his correct elocution and 
happy illustrations. IJe excelled in the argumenta- 
tive paints of his address, and yet he was not unfre- 
queotly patl^etic and impressive in appealing to the 
feelings apd the moral sense. He was in the Sen- 
ate of the United Sta^tes from Massachusetts; and 
no. meoiber of that highly respectal)le assembly wa,s 
deemed superior to him. ii^ argument or persuasive 
eloqueiioe. M.t- Be^t;er was a public professor of re- 
ligion, and lil^o his father was able to give reasons 
^ fyi bis fe^itb ; io^ like him, his belief in the Christian 
r0.f elation wa^ the result of rational and fair inquiry, 
ile dAed ia 1816, al^ t;he age of fifty-six, in the midst 
of usefuli^e^^ ^nd fame ; fpr be "^as one of those gift" 
^ ^od bPl^orable meA whom his fellows delight \q 

DUPX-KY, Uq¥'. JQSEPP spa of Governor 
TbaniM Pftidleji wafl bor^ it^ the year 1647'j wbem 
bilt, iijitbflf W^ s^ve!i^4jr-o^e years of age ; and rer 
Mi^i9«& fi.di«rw. ip B«iv;^rd poUege, in 1666, He 
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was appointed a magistrate in the colony at an early 
age; and generally acted with those who were for 
supporting the prerogatives of the crown, and limit- 
ing the civil and political powers of the colonial 
government. This political bias was apparent in his 
conduct, soon after he entered on public life ; and 
continued till his death, in 1720, when he was seven- 
ty-three years of age. He had good talents, and an 
education to fit him for public service in the colony ; 
and he had ambition also, and a love of power fully 
corresponding with his ability. He received some 
marks of disapprobation from the people, on account 
of his apology for measures of the British ministry 
relating to the province, which were deemed arbi- 
trary and unjust ; and hence became an object of fa- 
vor with the administration of England. He carried 
the doctrine of submission to royal and ministerial 
authority to a dangerous degree ; so as to subject the 
civil liberties of the colonists solely to the will and 
pleasure of the king. He even denied that they had 
any rights ; resolving all their privileges into the royal 
grace and favor. When some complained that their 
charter powers were curtailed by the ministry in Eng- 
land, and that their rights as Englishmen were vio- 
lated or disregarded, by orders from the king, he said, 
" that they could not expect to carry the rights of Eng- 
lishmen to the ends of the earth." H^ expressed are- 
gard, indeed, for th^ welfare and prosperity of the 
province, in which he had his birth ; but like Hutch- 
inson, at a later period, he was too subservient to 
men in power, with a view to political proniotion. 
He was made president, or chief magistrate of Mas- 
sachusetts for a short time, in 1686, the year aftw 
J^mes II, had annulled the charter. It was proof 
enough with all intelligent nien, that he- was moie of 
a courtier than a patriot, in that to was- willing to 
accept the appointment^ by which - he could govern 
in an arbitrary tnanner, without-a Hea^e- of BefM^ 
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seoteliv^, irUeh had been idisallowad by the kiog. 
His old AriailGb on the s^e of liberty e^qd of' charier 
ri^iSy asked hiixi how he could accept such a com* 
ffiMsion, but he gane no satis&ctofy an$wer, he only 
replied, ^^ that he saw no impropriety in taking any 
edounission fwm his kingw" When Sir Edmund 
Andrbs came into the colony, as governor, in Decern- 
tex lfi86, with the same arbitrary authority, Dudley 
^raa oine of bis council ; and with a few others, acted 
vitk hini in measures to oppress and not protect the 
people, or to maintain justice and civil liberty in the 
Gomsaoa wealth ; but most of those appointed hi^ 
eooneillors refused to take any part in bis arbitrary 
^rernment, — Mr. Duclley received the appointment 
m governor of the province, in 1702, after the short 
administration of the Barl %S Bellamont, and waii 
continued in the office twelve years.' Rev. Increase 
Mather, and his son, Rev. Cotton Mather, were much 
apposed to the administration of Governor Dudley, 
especially in the latter part of it ; and accused him 
of partiality, and even of gross injustice in some 
eases. But the friends of the governor charged them 
with undue prejudices against him, as he did not fol- 
low their advice and dictation.---^Tbe Mathers had 
good ji^iLse for their complaints and censiires. 

DUDLEY, Hon. PAUI* was a son of Goveraot 
Joseph Dudley, and had his public education in 
fiavvard College, where he ireqeived his first degn^ee, 
m 1690. He read law a short timi3 in the province; 
aod afterwards viiaited England, for the advantage 
of studying in the Temple. Probably no one who 
was a native of MaseaohoaettEi had previously en- 
JDjred tiiat privilege. On his ^i^etuornto the ^evince ; 
he leoeiredrthe offiee of Attorney-GeQeral, which he 
held for sevesal years ; when be sub$equeaf ly held 
a* seal: on the bench of Hie Superior Ooart of Judica* 
¥ne. He had. some memits, and ^ras dkmtmd with 

I3» 
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a disposition to support- the measures of the parent 
government, however arbitrary. Yet he had many 
friends ; and bis conduct, as a jndge, was generally 
approved. He had the character of an upright ma- 
gistrate ; and his abilities were such as to command 
the respect of his contemporaries. For several years, 
towards the close of his life, he held the important 
office of Chief Justice. He may justly be ranked 
among the most learned men of his time. He pub- 
lished several essays on the natural history of Amei^ 
ica, particularly of New England, which were cir- 
culated in England, and excited the attention of 
naturalists in that kingdom ; and soon after he was 
elected a member of the Royal Society at London. 
He was a firm believer in r^hristianity, smd a striet 
puritan, like his grandfather ; and he left a legacy 
to maintain an annual lecture to be delivered in Har* 
▼ard College, on natural and revealed religion, cm 
the errors of the church of Rome, and on the validi- 
ty of presbyterian ordination. 

DUDLEY, Hon. THOMAS was one of the prin- 
cipal characters of the Massachusetts company by 
which Boston and vicinity were settled in 1630. 
He was one of the oldest of the first settlers, being at 
the age of fifty-four years when the company first 
eame. He died in 1653, aged seventy-seven years. 
When they came overhe was deputy-governor qf the 
company, having been chosen to that place the year 
bejfore they left England : John Winthrop was then, 
and many years after, the Gbvemor-in-Chief. lb. 
Dudley was chosen Governor three years during tha 
life of Winthrop, 'and two years after hie death.. He 
is reptes^nteA As a. rigid puritan, and df ^nairow 
vic^s^ itt religion. He had less^X5harity for hereticaf 
or for {l¥ose who'didnol entirely agtee wiA him ill 
bis religious <tret^; ttoau Governor' Winthrop* : Ttiem 
i^no '^MbVcfi '4ufi mneere pnstyif !>bui>ivisJoxcluBiM 
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▼icw«, especially his opinion in favor of persecatir^ 
or excommunicating all who differed from him in 
sentiment, would be deemed highly improper at the 
present time. It was owing to his influence with 
that of two or three others, that Roger Williams and 
the Quakers were banished and cruelly persecuted. 
He supposed he had discovered and embraced the 
true faith, and indulged in an intolerant spirit and 
conduct toward all who adopted religious opinions 
in any measure differing from his own. Governor 
Dudley possessed respectable talents, and had 'a con- 
siderable knowledge of the world y he had been an 
officer in Holland before he came to America, and 
before he joined the puritans. He resided some 
years in Cambridge, which was then called the New^ 
town. Sometime at Ipswich, then in Boston, and in 
Roxbnry, where he had real estate, and was long pos- 
sessed by his descendants afterwards. He opposed 
the fanatical views of Ann Hutchinson, who was an 
antinomian, and in other respects a very visionary 
woman, and of great zeal in her efforts to make 
converts. A feeling of assurance that shewed she 
was converted, and a child of God, was all she re- 
quired as necessary to constitiite her a true Ghriflh 
tian ; and that a bol]^ life was no evidence of faith 
or piety. She was believed to have religions princi- 
ples and to be sincerely pious ; but her views were 
Gon^dered erroneous, contrary to the gospel, and of 
dangerous tendency in society. And some of, her 
converts, or followers, were grossly immoral and 
licentious. ' She was banished the Colony, instead 
df' being unopposed and' unnoticed, which wonUI 
probabty have prevented .the spread of her fanoifhi 
views. She wlBis the first '^transcendantalist'.^ jii 
MaHsaohtisetts ; paying more deferenBGe to heir owii 
fiielings than to the plain declarations of theSavioaxi 
Wfinthrop, Dtidiey, Rev. Mi. Wilson of Boston, afMl 
otfaers^atiidn g the piett of influeiiee in ^ the Qi)kff 
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By, condemned hev ]*eligioiiQ views; aod aar rite 
would not refrain firdin urging them and deiidtinetog 
the learned numsters as legal preachers, Ihey order* 
ed her to depart the Colony. 

DUMMER, Hon. JEREMIAH has been generally 
teputed one of the most able and learned men Mcui^ 
sachnsetts has produced : especially in the more 
early days of the Colony. His family was highly 
respectable, and several of them sustained Important 

Juhlic offices in Church and State. His ancestor, 
ichard Dummer, and probably his grandfather, 
teme to Massachusetts in 1632, and married the 
widow of Rev. Mr. Burr of Dorchester, in 1642L 
Mr. Dummer was educated in Harvard College, and 
Deceived his degree in 1699. Several of the class 
had the reputation of being better scholars- Ihait 
most who had then received their education in the 
codHitry. ' But Mr. Dummer was esteemed, by those 
able to judge, to have surpassed all others. On 
leaving college, he studied thec4ogy and preached a 
iew months ; but with all his talents' and leamong 
he was not a very popular preacher. As be had not 
fm immediate invitation to settle in the ministry, he 
went to England ; and thence passed over to HoU 
land, and was sometime a resident in the University 
at Leyden. Here also he had the oharaoter of aq 
excellent scholar, and received the degisee of Dottor 
fihUosophuB. He soon retim^ned : to En^and, anfl 
teve his attention principaUy to the subject of poll*- 
ties and of jurisprudemce. And in* whatever sul^cl 
lie engaged,' he )90on acquived . a competent know!** 
4dge. He i^rote on the charter vights of Masaachi3N 
setts colony and legislature, in ah able manner * and 
Ins opinion of the extent of powers granted by Ih^t 
iastimment has often been quoted as corareet, and ar 
iMre fiiToralble to the coo6truotion given it by the 
wUgs jnrthe eokmy, tlten hy.liie Btittth mioiitey* 
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Mr. Ikiminei! was soi&etime an agent, when in Eng* 
land, for Massachusetts, and he always dihgently 
and faithfully attended to the interests of the Prov^ 
ince. In this capacity, he became acquainted and 
had frequent intercourse with the most learned 
characters in that country ; as well as with some in 
high political office. In the latter part of his life, 
he was suspected of a degree of skepticism on the 
subject of the Christian religion. But it has been 
rendered probable, that this suspicion was confihed 
to those who deemed a denial of Calvinism, a re- 
nunciation of Christianity. He^died in 1739, at the 
age of sixty. His publications are, a discoiurse on 
the holiness of the Sabbath; a dissertation on the 
descent of Christ into hell ; and a letter to a noble 
lord, on the expedition to Canada, stating the great 
efforts made by Massachusetts for the conquest of 
that province. 

DUMMER, Hon. WILLIAM was born at New- 
bury, inthe County of Essex. Early in life he visr 
ited England; and when in that country in 1716, he 
received the appointment of Lieutenant Governor of 
Massachusetts, at the time Samuel Shute was placed 
in the chair of Chief Magistrate. Governor Shute 
left the province in 1723, on account of a dispute 
with the General Court on the subject of his salary; 
and Mr. Dummer acted as Chief Magistrate during 
three years, when William Burnet was appointed 
Governor ; and again in 1729, Mr. Burnet having 
retired from the chair, Mr. Dummer was at the head 
of the provincial government for another year. He 
enjoyed the confidence of the people in a great de^ 
gree, for his impartiality and prudence, and his re- 
gard to the public welfare. During his administra^ 
lion the eiwtern Indians, on the Kennebec, Penobscot^ 
and in other parts of , Maine, frequently attacked the 
seattered English, settlements : but they were check* 



ed by the prompt efforts <£ Governor Dammei: ; and 
treaties were, made with them, which served . for 
many years to maintain peace in that territory. His 
religious views coincided fully with the congregar 
tional clergy of his time. He received the rebuke 
of the British ministry for approving of a synod or 
convention of the clergy in Massachusetts, in i72&, 
without first consulting the king and bis council. 
This was supposed to be owing to the infitience of 
the bishops and High Church party in England, 
which was then very jealous of the exclusive eccle- 
siastical power claimed by the clergy of New Eng- 
land) in all religious concerns. The bishops and 
prelates in Great Britain had always, frond the early 
settlement of the colonies, sought to dictate and cour 
trol in this respect But it Vas not to be expected 
that those m^n, or the children of those men, who 
had suflfered so much for religious freedom, would 
submit to the will or pleasure of a distant hierarchy. 
Fort Dummer, on the Connecticut, in the north-west 
part of Massachusetts, and near the boundary line 
of that province and New Hampshire, and built in 
1725, was called after the Lieutenant Goveinoii. 
He lived to a great age, and died in 1761. 

DWIGHT, Rev. TIMOTHY D. D. L L. P. was 

educated in Yale College, and there received his 
first degree in 1769 ; and after the usual coorse of 
reading in theology was ordained in the/ town of 
Fairfield, in Connecticut. He also was the pijinoipal 
of an academy in that town, for several yesgrs, with 
a high reputation as a teacher o{ youth. He was 
everywhere Deceived as an abledivinie ao^ a po^ei^ 
fuil preacher. His talents were of a snpecior oi^dei?, 
bis learning as a theologian extensive, and hi^. 9mon 
nes imposing and dignified. On tba (teceaflie ^ Bei^ 
Br. Styles, 1796, he was elected President of Yale 
QoUege, and the choioe was higUy judici<^iw> 



Ae dharacter of D^ Dwigbt 'was them twSiMit, both 
as a scholar and theologian. And his eloeatica alsO| 
it was belieTed, would be of great benefit to the sta**- 
dents, especially to those design^ for public speak*- 
ers, either in the) pulpit or at the bar. l^he founda«> 
tion of his literary character was laid in'a good classic 
oal ^ucation, in reading the works of the best writers^ 
and in diligent study afterwards, devoting moiie 
time than is usual with men of a public education 
to the acquisition of knowledge in the various bratich*- 
es of literature. Like all other distinguished schol*- 
ars; he was thei^efore, in a great ilneasure, the mak^ 
of his own literary fame. He early enjoyed great 
advantages for learning; but without uncommoei 
application, he would not have attained ihe high po- 
sition he held in the literary world. Dr. Dwight 
}>rbyed a prudent and faithful governor of the Golr 
ege, as well as a learned and able instructor. Be- 
sides his general superintendence of the seminary, 
both as to students and subordinate teachers, he gave 
lectures in theology and ecclesiastical history ; and in 
these branches he was peculiarly eininent; as 'his 
sermons and '^ Body of Divinity," abundantly pro?*^. 
That all his theological o|>inions wt»:e correet, it is 
not intended to assert ; for he was fallible and unin- 
spired. But the work furnishes evidence of exten- 
sive learning, and of uncomaxion powers of intellect 
There are few, if any human systems of divinity 
which are not assailable for some- evident' mistske^, 
or some disagreement with the plain de^laratiolis of 
the inspired seriptures. And yet they may serve ofi 
the whole, to support, the gveatcause of jreUgidiiL, atMl 
'to teach its fundamental and esseiillal trtilhs. For 
. wh^e these ar^ admitted aiid ineuleated, no deep in- 
jury will arise from some speculatii^e ^^tfors* The 
CSifiitian-charaetermay. istill .be £orn&ed and malt- 
r ta4lk€xi; It is only • whenri ; ^e^ujlative ISBO^ts^ wtii<ih 
'are 'not pladuly sioited in sciiiNtiir^^ aiid iwbicji' m««jt 
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mereljr from tbeconslnictioDs and reasonings of &Vi 
lible men, are urged as essential to Christian faith and 
piety, that they become greatly injurious, or objec* 
tionable. Christian teachers should be careful not 
to make any doctrinal poiAt essential, except there 
is most evident and unequivocal authority for it in 
the teachings of Christ and his inspired apostles. 
The publications of Dr. Dwight were very numer- 
ous. Besides sermons, he published lectures on 
infidel philosophy, travels in New England, con- 
taining much information of public men, of towns 
and their statistics, and history, and of the manners 
of the people — a system of Christian theology ; and 
a poem, with the title of " the Conquest of Canaan." 
He was one of the founders of" the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions;" and an 
early and efficient member of " the American Bible 
Society." He died in 1816, while he held the 
office of President of Yale College, which he had 
then filled for twenty years. 

DYER, ELIPHALET L L. D., a native of the 
State of Connecticut, received his education in 
Yale College, with the class of 1744, and engaged 
in the profession of law at Windham, in that State. 
He was reputed one of the ablest lawyers in that 
part of New England, and held the officeof Chief Jus- 
tice. of the highest tribunal in Connecticut for several 
years. He sat in the. first Continental Congress 
which convened at Philadelphia, in September 1774, 
and was composed of men the most distinguished in 
all the colonies at that eventful period, for their patri* 
otism and wisdom; Though a small State, Connec- 
ticut has always furnished able and upright men in 
the councils of the nation. Trumbull, Sherman, 
Huntington, Wolcott, Griswold, Hillhouse, Tracy, 
EUswprth, Dana, and Pitkin, were distinguished as 
members of the federal government, either in the 
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House of Representatives or in the Senate. Judge 
Dyer reached the age of eighty-five, and died in the 
year 1807. He always gave his influence in favor 
of learning, good morals, retigiovs institutions, and 
social order. If not so brilliant or eloquent as a few 
others of his State and time, he displayed the more 
useful qualities of decision, moderation, and good 
judgment ; and seemed to aim at t|ie faithful dis* 
charge of duty both in public and private life. 

14 



CHAPTER V. 



E 



EATON, Hon. THEOPHILUS came to New 
England in 1637, with a company attached to him, 
of which were Mr. Hopkins, his father-in-law, and 
Rev. John Davenport. They were invited to settle 
near Newbury, but declined ; and soon removed to 
New Haven, in the south part of Connecticut. 
These were all puritans, or non-conformists; and 
had suffered much in England for their religious 
opinions; especially Mr. Davenport. Eaton and 
Hopkins were men of large estates ) and the former 
hftd travelled much on the continent of Europe, 
partly for the purposes of trade. Mr. Eaton attend- 
ed little to merchandise in America ; but engaged in 
agriculture. Much of his time, however, was de- 
voted to public affairs. He was a man of public 
spirit ; and the Governor of the C9lony from 1642, 
to the time of his death in 1657. Mr. Hopkins re- 
turned to England after a residence of a few years 
at New Haven ; of which he was sometime Govern- 
or, before Mr. Eaton. He was a generous benefactor 
of Harvard College, at an early day, when its funds 
were small. This company at New Haven, under 
Mr. Eaton, was a great addition to the strength and 
prosperity of New England. They traded with the 
Dutch at Hudson's river ; and this intercourse had 
on the whole a favorable effuiit. There were some- 
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times disputes between them; but they were ad- 
justed by the prudence and wisdom of Governor 
Eatdn ; and the friendship of the Dutch served to 
check the inroads of the savages on the more south- 
ern settlements of the English., New Haven Colo-, 
ny was one of the four united with the New Eng- 
land Colonies in 1642; but sometime after was 
joined with Hartford, Windsor, and other settle- 
ments, in one Colony ; and the whole received thte 
name of Connecticut. The first company at New 
Haven, with Messrs. Eaton and Davenport, consisted 
mostly of citizens of London, who were merchants 
and traders , but they generally became landholders 
and farmers. In their religious and ecclesiastical 
views and forms of worship and discipline, they 
differed very little from the inhabitants of Massa- 
chusetts. And therQ was always a friendly inter- 
course between them. 

ECKLEY, Kev. JOSEPH D. D. received his 
education in the College at Princeton, New Jersey, 
and was ordained over the Old South church in 
Boston, in 1779. When he was first settled he had 
apprehensions as to the entire orthodoxy of the 
clergy in Boston ; but his acquaintance with them 
led him to a more cordial intercourse. His theologi- 
cal views differed somewhat from theirs ; but they 
met and acted together as brethren; and in the 
latter part of his life there was less difference be- 
tween them. It is not uncommon that independent 
and well-informed men, become more catholic in 
their opinions as they advance in life; nor that 
those who opposed and censured each other, when 
strangers, have afterwards had more charity. Dr. 
Eckley possessed k deep sense of religious ob- 
ligations, and so far as his deportment was a just in- 
dication, his piety was at once habitual and elevated. 
He had great gravity of manners, and generally ap- 
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peared less cheerful in society than some of hi3 
hrethren ; but he possessed kind feelings towards all 
men, and his serious deportment was evidently nat^ 
uxal or constitutional, and not assumed. He was a 
feithful minister and a sympathising friend. Dr. 
"Eckley was an original member of the society for 
propagating the gospel among the Indians and others 
m Worth America, lounded in 1787. He delivered 
the second discourse before the society. Dr. Lathrop 
delivered the first. Dr. Howard was first requested, 
but sickness prevented. Th0 discourse of Dr. JGcfc- 
ley was published — and in it, he says, " it is a 
pleasing observation, that the most important truths 
m religion are the plainest. — The great work in, the 
moral or spiritual system of God, is the aredenigtion 
of man through the Mediator, who stands in a joiQt 
relation to him who sent him, and to those to whom 
he was sent." He was many years one of the 
Boston Association of ministers of Congregational 
Churches ; and then they aU formed only one aAsp- 
.ciation. Dr. Eckley died in 1811. A few years be- 
fore his death, Dr. Worcester published, " Bible 
News," which was anti-Trinitarian. In a letter to 
his brother, from Dr. Eckley, refering to the vol- 
ume, the latter says, — *'the common plan of three 
self-existent persons forming one essence or infinite 
Being, and one of these persons being united to a 
man, leads to, and ends in Socinianism. The ortho- 
doxy, so called, of Waterland is as repugnant lo 
my reason and views of religion, as the heterodos^ 
of Lardner. And I am at loss to see that any solid 
satisfaction for a person who wishes to find salvation 
through the death of the Son of God, can be .found 
in either." It appears by this extract, t)aat Dr. 
Bckley was neither a Socinian, nor a Trinitarian. 
He was an-Arian, or Semi-arian ; like Dr. S, Clarke, 
and others, who do not prpfesS the Socinian creed. 
The subject is difficult to explain; ^nd the iotelli- 
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gent, and t^npffijudicecl wilt not quarr$i ^b<Aii iji, 
Dr. Eckley preached at the ordina,tion of Rev. Dr. 
Gray, Roxbury, and at the installation of Rev. H. 
Holky, Boi^ton. And he delivered the Dudleian 
lecture in 1806, which was published. 

EDDY, Hon. SAMUEL L U D. of Providence, 
received his education in Brown University, with the 
class of 1787. He chose the profession of law, arid 
was in the practice several years, when he was ap* 
pointed one of the judges of the Supreme Court, in 
the State of Rhode Island ; and afterwards held the 
place of chief justice. He continued in this respour 
sible station until near theljme of his death in 1839. 
Judge Eddy had the reputation of an able lawyer, 
and an impartial dispenser of justice.' He was spuXQ 
tim.e also member of Congress from Rhode Island, 
and faithfully supported the interests of his native 
State, and of the nation. Mr. Eddy was a man of let- 
ters, and took a deep interest in the cause of education. 
His Alma Mater always had his regard, and he la-* 
bored much to promote its prosperity and usefulness. 
The corporation chose him one of their body; and 
conferred on him the degree of L L. D. Mr. Eddy 
had a taste for antiquarian researches; and he had a^ 
thorough knowledge of the history of America. He 
was a corresponding member of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society : and a member of the Historical 
Society of Rhode Island. He gavea large portion of 
his time, also, to the study of theology. He was a 
firm believer in the divine origin of Christianity. 
His views coincided with the modern Unitariana. 
He studied the Bible, particularly the New Testa-^ 
ment, with care; and deemed that the only standard 
and rule of religious faith. To batman creeds he 
gave no credence or deference, any farther than they 
clearly agreed with and weie supported by the io* 
14* 



spired writiDgs. But he vraB candid and 
towards those who diflered from biiiv. 

EI>WARDS, Rev. JONATHAN was sereral years 
the pastor and teacher of the church in Northamp* 
ton, Massachusetts. He was a son of Rev. Timothy 
Edwards, minister of East Windsor, in Connecticut ; 
and received his public education in Yale College, id 
1720, when he had just reached the age of seven* 
teen. His thirst for knowledge was early mani- 
fested. He admired the essays of Locke, on th« 
mental powers ; and read them with eagerness, 
when few of -bis age understood, or could endure 
them. It was the study of Locke thus early in 
life, probably, which gave him a taste for meta* 
physical subjects, and induced him to attend so 
closely to that course of reading. If his philosophy 
of mind was erected on the maxims and opinions 
of Locke, it difiered as widely from that emment 
writer, as appears from some of his other worka, as 
did the system of the skeptical philosophers in France, 
whose material theory was pretended to be foundea 
on the doctrines of the great English metaphysician. 
Mr. Locke asserted that the senses were to be con* 
ftdered as the cause or source of our knowedge and 
ideas ; and to some extent this is true. But he also 
taught, that by mental reflectimi, we acquire some 
ideas, which the outward senses do not furnish. 
The skei^ical philosophers in France, of a subsequent 
age, advocated the material system, which excluded 
all mind or spirit ttom man ; and concluded that there 
was nothing but matter in the universe. But Locke 
bad said that our ideas were derived fVom reflee* 
tion aa well^as from sensation. And it was therefore 
a perversion of his theory to conclude from it, that it 
favored the skeptical views here stated, and rendered 
mind unnecessary to account for the existence of 
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^Uti we- see and wiii*ess'ln the ttatuml woiW; iSb 
the metaphysical theologiaii, Who thinks he ftirdfe 
support for the doctifine of moral necessity itt the thf^* 
dty of Mr. Locfce^ presses the views and argmnetttt 
ef that powerful writer, in aid of his^ own senti- 
tneAts, too far ; and eriSj in charging him with re- 
feti^ing all the operations and acts 6f mind to the in- 
doence of matter by the senses^ and thns rcpriesenf- 
ittg raind a* always acted on, and that necessarily, 
by outward catrses. The great work of Mr. Ed- 
wards on the wilt, on the original and independent 
powers of the human mind, i« of this kind. Hid 
theory is that man has such a nature, or rs so made, 
that he is necessitated to sin ; having no power to re* 
sist his sinful propensities : and that it must be an irrc* 
sistible power operating on him by some extraneous 
cause, to induce him to cease from evil acts, and to do 
good. This theory, not entirely new, for some ancient 
pagan philosophers, and some modern skeptical 
writers have advocated it, was by Mr. Edwards, ren* 
dered plausible ; and has been sometimes said to be 
supported by him by so close reasoning and argument, 
as not to be resisted : and yet the reason and common 
sense of mankind revolt against it. To assert that 
Btien decide, or will and act agreeable to the strongest 
motive; or to the highest reason, after comparing 
the nature and end of opposite courses of conduct ; 
or, in other words, that the mind does not act, of 
that we do not will or determine without a motive — '• 
tbia is one thing — -but it is quite another and differ- 
ent thing to say, that the mind is entirely passive * 
Of is acted upon ; or acts necessarily according to 
the best or highest motive, ftom which one shoulef 
act ; and that therefore the operations of the mindj 
the exercises of the will, are effects. fThe very con- 
ception of the mind is, that it wills or acts; that it 
determines which way to act, when two objects, or 
courses of conduct are presented ; one right and thei 
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c^er wrong, one good and the other evil, in view of 
eonsciencp, or on an apprehension of each; that it 
acts for or against, from its own inherent, ifidepea- 
dent power : that the spiritual part, the real maO) 
the intelligent, moral being, acts or determines ; and 
isnotirresistibly acted on, by something, extraneous 
to itself; which would render the operations or exer- 
cises of the mind effects, in the same sense in which 
events in the physical and material world are effects 
neoessarily occurring, or produced by adequate 
causes. The great error of this theory isits hostility" 
to the mental or spiritual power of man. I^makes 
the mind a mere machine, though a very, delicate 
machine ; and allows not its power to act, to will, to 
determine,^by its own strength — given indeed by 
God, as a high and precious privilege. — It makes 
man the creature of passion, of outward circum- 
stances and accidents, and as necessarily willing and 
acting according to impressions and influences from 
material and extraneous causes, of which he has no 
control; without ability of mind to compare, to ex^ 
amine, to weigh, and to learn which is the right or 
the best to choose. And how does this differ essen-> 
tially from the theory of the materi9.1ist ? It makes 
man the creature of matter ; or as one necessarily 
governed by matter through the senses : and thus 
denies that the mind, the spirit of man, is an agent* 
It seems therefore to afford an argument to the. skept* 
tic, who denies that there is- either^ virtue or vice^ 
merit of demerit in man ; and justifies him in saying^ 
not that any one is virtuous or vicious, as usually 
meantand understood, but as fortunate or unfortunate. 
But despite the tl^eory of Mr. Edwards, he was most 
correct and exemplary in afU his conduct. He was 
a sincere believer in the Gospel, and made it Ae rule of 
his life,' as well as. the foundation of his hopes. Yet 
he had his tria^ls. After some years, he met with op- 
position from a portion of liis society. He left North-. 



jmpj|i9», jWd . yen^oYed to the coantjrof BerkriiiM, 
.whdjre tie was mis»ion«.ty to the S^ockbridge trite of 
^diaofi. And in 1758, was elected president of the 
collage at Prinee^t^n, in New Jersey. He held the 
ioffice .but a {^.w. n^jilhs, when he died of the small*' 

£ix, whkiih then prevailed in that part of the country, 
r Edwards published several occaisional sermoiia : 
but bis great work was an essay on the freedom •£ 
Ae will, {t bears the impress of a powerful mind. 
JjBtd /great talents must be conceded to the writ^, 
^Jietber the theory be correct or not. 

EB WARDS, Rev, JONATHAN D. D. son of 
jpresident Edwards, received his public education in 
the college at Princeton, State of New Jersey, where 
he jprpceedQd A^ B. in the year 1765, at the age of 
.tw^N^y* He had much of the discernment and acc»- 
mea c^ his distinguished parent ; and from his early 
yeiirs was imbued with the like serious spirit of pt*- 
f»ty. As a student, he had the reputation of diligence 
and ^oroughness, which sure necessary in all for the 
attainment of any great measure of learning. He 
early understood the Indian language, spoken by the 
tribe of Stockbridge^ where he resided with his father 
ibuT or five y^ars before he entered the college. He 
continued his attention to the language afterwards, oc- 
casionally, and wrote on the peculiar structure and id- 
K»9Sof the language ; of which great use has recently 
been made by others, who have sought to understand 
it. Mr. Edwards resided sometime at Princeton, 
^mmencing two years from the time he was grada- 
ated, as a tutor ; and two years later, 1769, received 
.or4iaatioa over a church and society in New Havm, 
where be continued for twenty^five years. . His sep- 
aration from this church was attributed to the ina- 
bility of the people to give him and a large family a 
support, and to a difl^rence of religious sentimems 
; beiween him and pome of the principal members of 
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his society. Soon after this depuration, he was in*- 
stalled over a small church in the County of Litch^ 
field, in the State of Connecticut. He died in 1801, 
at the age of fifty-six. Dr. Edwards had the repu- 
tatkm of an able disputant, and as powerful in argu- 
ment, \vhen engaged in controversy, in writing, or 
conversation. He was very tenacious of his own 
opinions ; and contended fonsome doctrines as essen- 
tial to the Christian character ; which other pious 
and exemplary men denied, or of the truth of which 
they doubted. He was, therefore, considered as too 
exclusive in his -views, which led him to reject the 
claims of some to the Christian name, who received 
the essential doctrines of Revelation. It is to be la- 
niiented, that some of the best men in New England 
have been of such iesxclusive views ; and it is matter 
of rejoicing, at the same time, that there have been 
many of more liberal sentiments ; though differing 
somewhat on speculative points in theology. The 
publications of Dr. Edwards were sermons on the 
death of distinguished public men, and on other oc- 
casions ; a dissertation on " the liberty of the will," 
'and a reply to Dr. Chauncy, on his essays in favcd: 
of the final happiness of all men. He left several 
sons, who are distinguished among the theologians 
and' scholars of the present generation. 

EELLES, Rev. NATHANIEL received his public 
education in Harvard College with the class of 1699, 
and was ordained pastor of the South church and 
society in Scituate, Massachusetts, in 1704. - He 
continued in the ministry in that place till his d^ath, 
in 1750, at the age of seventy-two. His character 
was that of a learned theologian and a faithful, prn- 
dient and afieetion ate pastor. His proniinent trait of 
character was prudence. He possessed good' jddg- 
ment, and a spirit of 1 moderation, for which he was 
often chosen to attend councils, aiid settle disputes 
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which arose in the churehea in bis Tieinity. In hia 
theological views^ Mr. Eelles might justly be classed 
with the more moderate or liberal clergy pf his time* 
He did not favor Whitfield in his eccentric conduct ; 
for he was no enthusiast He acted as moderator 
of the Convention of clergy in Massachusetts in 1743, 
when the conduct of Mi". Whitfield was under review, 
and some censures were passed on him, for his censo- 
rious spirit and his interference with regular church* 
es, without the consent of their ministers* 

ELIOT, Rev. ANDREW D. D. was graduated 
in Harvard College in 1737, and ordained in 1742, 
over the North church and society in Boston, hit 
native town. He i^oon became distinguished as a 
theologian, an elegant writer, a pulpit orator, and a 
good general scholar. He approved of the govern-' 
ment and order and forms of the Congregational 
churches in New England; and on proper occa- 
sions, contended for their general agreement with 
the forms and discipline of the c.hurches of the 
primitive days of Christianity, both with his tongue 
and pen. He wrote some able essays in defence of 
the Congregational government and forms, in i^eply 
to remarks of Episcopalian clergymen against theuaa; 
but he always disputed in an excellent spirit, and 
with sound arguments. In his time a plan was 
proposed in England, and urged indeed, by some 
in Massachusetts and Connecticut, tq maintain 
bishops in this country, and, in coinmending the 
plan, great misstatements were made by those who 
favored it, , of the ignorance and irreligion of the 
people in the province. Dr. Mayhew replied to 
some of these statements in 1763. After his deaths 
in 1766, there was still reason to notice them, as 
they continued to be made and repeated ; and Dr. 
Eliot took up his pen in vindication of the chur<;he8 
and people (^ the Congregational order in New Eng^ 



land ; and «Mf {Mllated otit tb^ f<ii9tiA:e« tii%ieb 
£piflGopalian8 had m&de, id speakivlg of ^he sCat^ id 
migion iil Massachusetts and the adjdhfltifg'pM^iiie^, 
Dr. EUot p&bltsbed sisveral occastonal di^durses^ 
whieh were eonrndered am<mg fht l>^s€ ef h!i^ tioi^. 
His style of writiiig was coHrect, and sMaethhes fiflgtt^ 
If polished ; bot he evidently aime^ te^ b^ intelligi- 
ble to the common eiasd of readets, as t^l air td sbit 
men of taste and learning. His cof^pdsMions unrtcfd 
purity, plaiiiness and energy — as a pastor', notie pet^ 
naps exceeded him in his attentions, kindness, to his 
people,>&d his sympathy with them in aU their 
w^ants, temporal and spiritual: He bdohged to the 
board of corporation of Harvard College fo^ steVeiti 
yeal»8 : the degree of D. D. w«iseofiferredon hiih'by 
flie Unirerisity of Edinbiltgh, in S(0o{laiidl 

ELIOT, Rev. X)HN came td Massaclitl^tis^ ftl 
1681, tiX the age of ^, the year after ChariestOWit 
flind Bdslon wei« settled by the large company with . 
Governor Winthrop. He received h$« educatioit to 
the University at Cambridge, in England ; and wai 
iometime a teacher of yoUt^^ H^ became ac^ucS^ted 
with some puritan preachers sodn after he left th^ 
university ; he approved of thisir views^ and pi^cb^ 
ing, and attached himfetelf to their, cause; He waa 
invited to preach in Beeton, and did officiate ther^ 
sometimes in the absence of Rev. Mr. Wilson their 
pastor, in 1631 ; but declining to continne there, set* 
tied in Roxbury in 1632, over the church and society 
#Drmed by some of the leading charactiers who came 
0ver in 1630. Mr. Eliot possessed a good spirit of 
piety and zeal, united with much discretion and 
prudence ; so that, while be was wholly devofed 
to the cause of his Divine Master, he could not be 
justly considered an enthusiast, much less a fttna^, 
as were several within the first seven years from the 
origin ^f the colony. One design o^ the puritaaa wiio 



uuide tbe seUtoieiUs in New^ Eoglaad wb^s, to com-* 
ittuuicate the knowledge of Christianity among the 
pagan inhabitants of the country. Mr. Eliot soon 
g^ve bis thoughts to thLs object } and h« began to 
preach the gospel to them in 1646. Mr. Mayhew, of 
Martha's Vineyard, had ^igaged in this good work 
two years before. The efforts of both these good 
men were crowned with much success for several 
years. At no period since, ha.ve the attempts to con* 
vert the American Indians to the faith of the gospel 
been so prosperous. And in the latter days of the^• 
venerable teachers, they complained that they made 
few converts, and that some who professed faith in 
Christ did not live according to his holy precepts. — 
Mr. Eliot however continued diligent and persevering 
in his efforts for the conversion and civilization of 
these' rude ignorant people ; and their faithful monitor 
smd friend till his death in 1690, at the age of eighty- 
six. He often visited difierent parts of Massachu* 
setts, whenever the Indians could be induced to aU 
tend his preaching ; and in any disputes between them 
and the English settlers in their vicinity, he proved 
a friend to them, and a peace*maker. Such wer« 
his efforts, and journies made solely for their good, 
especiaJly to bring them to the knowledge and belief 
of the gospel, that he has been called the '^ Apostle 
Eliot." By his indefatigable labors, the Bible was 
traj3filated into the Indian language, solely for the in^ 
structioa and benefit of the tribes ; but few of tbem 
gave to itsuch attention as to be much improved. A 
leligious society in England, with Sir Robert Boyle 
at its head, rendered great assistance to Mr. Eliot in 
bis labors for the improvement of the Indians. In^- 
deed ha could not have spent so much time witlgi 
them aod. for them, nor published the translation oif 
the Bible into their language, had he npt reoeive4 
pceuniary aid from others. Thal^Noeiety oontributed 
laxgeiy to t^ support of Mr. Shot,, of Mayh^w^ 
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Bourne, Cotton, and others, for several years between 
1660 and 1690. Mr. Eliot sometimes todk part in 
political affairs, as did most of the clergy of that pe- 
riod ; not so much probably from a desire to dictate 
or to interfere with the business of civil government, as 
from a wish, on the part of the magistrates to have 
their opinions and advice in difficult cases. It does 
not appear that he was unstable in his opinions ; and 
yet he was accused, atone time, of leaning too much 
to the democracy, and at another time to the aristoc- 
racy of the infant Colony. He had four sons ; three 
of whom were -preachers of the Gospel ; one was 
settled in Newton ; and one was ordained as an as- 
sistant to his father : the third 'was a minister at 
Guilford, in Connecticut. 

ELIOT, Rev. JOHN D. D. had his education in 
Harvard College, and received his first degree in 1772. 
While a member of the college he was much es- 
teemed for his amiable disposition and correct de- 
portment, as well as for diligent application to his 
studies, and for his literary attainments. He ranked 
among the first in his class, which' contained forty- 
eight members, and several of whom had the reputa- 
tion of being uncommonly good scholars. He kept 
a school one or two years, on leaving the University, 
and at the same time read much on theological 
subjects ; having early proposed to devote himself 
to the Christian ministry. With the direction and 
advice of such a learned and pious man as the father, 
tmd by the free use of his library, the son possess^ 
advantages for gaining theological knowledge, 
which are enjoyed by very few students in divinity. 
Dr. EHot received ordination in 1777-8, as succes- 
sor of his worthy father, over a church and society 
In the north part of Boston ; and there assiduously la- 
bored as their pastor, and they repaid his faiihM 
services with great esteem and aflection. He died 
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in 1813, at the age of fifty-eight y^am. Dr. Jffliot 
shared largely in th^ regards of all his contemporar 
ries who were honored with his personal acquaint* 
abce, or knew his excellent cbaracter. He had pe- 
culiar blandness and amenity of maqners ; and all 
who were capable of appreciating kind dispositions 
and amiable feelings in others, were attached to him, 
as to one who possessed such feelings and dispo- 
sitions in an eminent degree. He was an active and 
efficient friend to Harvard College, and for some time 
a member of the board of overseers, and also of the 
corporation. He, with Rev. Dr. Belknap and five 
others, were the founders of the Massachusetts Histor- 
ical Society ; and he contributed largely to its pros- 
perity. He was also an early member of the Society 
for propagating the Gospel among the Indians and 
others in North America ; and in acting with those 
of somewhat different theological opinions, he always 
manifested a spirit of conciliation, candor, and im- 
partiality. The works he published bear witness to 
his good taste, his learning, his benevolence, and his 

fnety. A biographical dictionary, was his principal 
iterary work ; apd it was executed with much abil- 
ity, discrimination and fidelity. He also began an 
ecclesiastical history of New England ; and sevei^al 
numbers appeared in the collection of the Historical 
Society. Had he lived a few years longer, he would 
probably have continued that important work. No 
man was better qualified to give a correct account of 
Ibe proceedings of the churches in Massachusetts, 
and in the neighboring States : and no one else, it is 
feared, will be so impartial and candid. Dr. Eliot 
was invited to take charge of an Episcopal Church 
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1776. But he declined ; 
as he bad a decided preference for the forms and 
discipline of the Congregational churches^ and hi^ 
fttber was also opposed to Episcopacy. 
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ELLIS, ABNEE Esq. of Dedbam, was one •«€ 
the brave and aetive spirits who earl3r enga^^ed in 
the cause of colonial rights with patriotic zeal. He 
represented that town in the first Provincial Con- 
gress, held m Massachusetts, October 1774, and 
again in February 1776, and May 1776. Mr. 
Samuel Dexter was the other member from that 
town. In these several assemblies, be took a 
conspicuous part; and acted on several important 
committees. He was one of those employed in 
1776-76, to collect clothing and other supplies for 
the army. He continued a member of the* House of 
flepresentatives for several years after the war be- 
gan— 1776, 1777, and 1778. Mr. Ellis might not be 
considered precisly one of the leading men in these 
conventions and assemblies; but the public records 
bear witness' to his activity. He never declined any 
service, however difficult or arduous, which was re- 
quired for the defence of the province and the main-- 
tenance of civil liberty. Mr. Ellis was one of the 
working members of the Congress and tfee House of 
Representatives. He was always at his post, ready 
to assist in carrying into effect all measures recom- 
mended for the welfare of the country. 

ELLERY, Hon. WILLIAM was a native of 
Newport, in Rhode Island. His ancester settled in 
that place near the close of the seventeenth century. 
He was a man of education and influence, and some- 
time Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island. Wil- 
liam Ellery received his public education in Har- 
vard College, where he was graduated in 1747. He 
studied law, and devoted twenty years to the prae- 
tice ; with a high reputation for ability and integrity. 
He early took a decided and active part in the sup- 
port of colonial rights and privileges, and opposed 
the arbitrary measures of the British ministry. Theie 
were difficulties in Rhode Island in 1773, on account 
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of an attack by tibe peo{»te on a British vessal end* 
ployed by the offioers of the customs, and chargod 
with making unjast seizures on suspicion. Certain 
indi?idaals were tried on a charge of having beeo 
engaged in riotous conduct on that occasion-^and 
Ihey were threatened with transportation to Eq§^ 
land, there to be subject to another trial, on pretence 
that the trial here was not impartial. This threats 
ened act created great alarm and excitement, and 
roused the spirit of all the friends of liberty in Rhode 
Island and the neighboring colonies. Mr. Ellery 
was conspicuous at this period, among the patriotic 
eitiTOus who condemned such a measure ; and on 
vOther occasions about this time, joined with others 
in explaining and Asserting the political rights of the. 
colonies. Early in the yoar J 776, he was sent to 
the Continental Congress sitting at Philadelphia, with 
Stephen Hopkins ; who with Mr. Ward, had been 
a delegate in the year 1775. Mr. Ellery was con- 
tiniied a member of that Congress, till the year 1786. 
He was one of the subscribers to the Declaration of 
Independence, July 4th, 1776. And the journals of 
Congress bear witness to his attention and activity 
in the public service, during his continuance in that 
assembly. He acted on many important committees 
relating to the finances and to diplomacy. He suf- 
fered much loss of property when the British troops 
were on Rhode Island, in 1777 and 1778 : but with 
that patriotic feeling, with which many others en* 
dured privations and paid heavy taxes, in the cause 
of national freedom. President Washington made 
him the collector of the revenue at Newport, in 1791 
—and he long held that office. He died in 1820, at 
the age of ninety-two. 

In 1785, Rnfus King, from Massachusetts, offined 
the following resolution in Congress, which was 
seeonded by Mr, Ellery — '^ There shall be neither 
darery, nor involiuitary servitude in any of t^ 
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Stfttes, otherwise tbim as patnahmenl of crtme**^ 
and this i^egalation shall be an article of compact^ and 
femain a fandamental principle of the constitution be- 
tween the thirteen original States and each of thent." 

Mr. Eiiery was always esteemed and honored, at 
one of the worthy and accomplished men of his day. 
And his memory must be highly cherished, with 
others, for bravely asserting and defending the 
rights bestowed on man by the great and good 
Author of his being. 

ELLSWORTH, Hon. OLIVER L L. IX- was ed- 
tteated in Princeton College, and received his first 
degree in 1766. When the political dispute between- 
Great Britain and the American colonies began, 
which issued in the Revolution of 1776, Mr. Ells- 
worth was a young man ; but he engaged with de- 
cision and zeal on the side of civil liberty, as con- 
tended for by the colonies at that period. He was 
then a practising attorney at Hartford, in Connec- 
ticut, having studied law soon after he left coMege. 
He repres^ited the people of Connecticut in the Con- 
tinental Congress, in 1777 ; and continued in public 
life, from that year, the greater portion of his time, 
till his death. He held the following important sta- 
tions, besides that already, named : A member of 
the Supreme Executive Council of Connecticut ; a 
Judge of the Supreme Court in that State ; a mem* 
bar of the Contijaental Convention to form the federal 
Constitution of 1787 ; a Senator in Congress ; a Jus« 
ticeof the Supreme Court of the United States ; En- 
voy 'Extraordinary to Prance; Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, which office-fab 
soon resigned, on account of feeble health ; aftet« 
wards again. a member of the Supreme Executive 
Oonncil of Connecticut ; and Chief Justice of the Sii« 
prcme Court of that State : the latter also hie dediined 
because of the infirai stateof hi&heidth. Jndg^Etk** 
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woitfa possessed talents of a superior chrder ; a aoond^ 
diaeriminBting judgment ; and great firmness and de^ 
eision of character. His manners were dignified, fais 
principles pare, and his conduct moralljr correct. As 
a public servant he was always found faithful. The 
vepuUic neirer suffered by his incompetency or itiat^ 
tention. Its welfare was safe, so far as depended on 
his influence. Few men, so long in public life as 
Judge Ellsworth, has had such an unsullied reputa* 
tion. He left several sons, who are not unworthy of 
their descent, nor of the name they bear. 

EMERSON,'Rev. JOSEPH was minister of the 
church and society in Maiden, about forty-six years* 
He received his public education in Harvard College^ 
with the class of 1717, and was ordained in 172L 
He manifested a spirit of uncommon piety in his 
youth ; and through life his deportment was that of 
a sincere and humble Christian. He made the sacred 
volume the standard of his religious faith ; and dil* 
igently searched its pages, that he might know the 
divine will ; as well for the religious improvement 
of his people, , as for his own. He was a faithful 
and ^iccessful minister ; and his correct example had 
a happy influence with his people. His benevolence 
and kindness were acknowledged by all who knew 
him ; a tenth part of his income was devoted to char- 
itable purposes. Several of his sons and grandsons 
were also in the ministry. The family is extensive 
and respectable. 

EMERSON, Rev. WILLIAM was educated in 
Harvard College, where he received his first degree 
in 1789; with a high reputation as a classical sehaU 
ar, a close student, and a man of good taste in coofi^ 
position and elocution. He attended more to elooa<* 
tktt and oratory than most- others of his class o# 
He was one of the best wrKfews^and moM 
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aceompli^ed pulpit orators of his time* He e^nt 
one or two years in a high school in Roxbnry ; smd 
there profited by the conversation and advice of Rev. 
Dr. Porter, the settled minister of the first society in 
that town. In 17§2, he was ordained over the church 
in Harvard ; and after a few years, was called to 
fill the pastoral ofiice, in a large society in Boston, 
on the death of Dr. John Clarke. His opportunities 
for doing good were here much greater than in his 
former situation ; and his usefulness was far more 
extensive. He had talents to exert an influence and 
to command respect in that populous town. Here 
he was much esteemed by his brethren in the minis- 
try, and the people in general, as a serious, practical 
preacher. In the churches where he officiated, the 
younger portion of the congregation listened to him, 
when they were too indifferent to the elder clergy- 
men, whose style of writing had become, in some 
measure, obsolete. His addresses on public occasioos 
are numerous, and rank among the most correct and 
finished compositions of his time. His history of the 
first church in Boston, of which he was the pastor, 
shows his taste and fondness for a knowledge of the 
early characters and events in Massachusetts, parties 
ularly in the ecclesiastical department. 

' EMMONS, Rev. NATHANIEL D. D, received 
his public education in Yale College, and was grad- 
uated in the year 1767. He studied divinity, and 
was ordained over the Congregational church and 
society in Franklin, Massachusetts. His ministry 
embraced a period of nearly seventy years : and he 
died in 1840, at the very advanced age of ninety-six. 
He was esteemed as a faithful pastor, and an able 
theologian. He professed the Calvinistic system; 
and adopted the peculiar views of Dr. Edwards and 
Dr. Hopkins, respecting the natural and entire 4e^ 
pmvity of man:; hia moral inability, and absolute to* 



tal amomtioii to all good ; with tbe otlier doctrauv 
included in the tiieologicar theory of these eminent 
divines. Dr. Emmons wio4e and published several 
discourses on th^se subjects; and his writings were 
distinguished by energy and vigor : and had great 
influence with 'naany students cf divinity younger 
dian himself) in leading them to adopt bis views.-^ 
The Calvinistic system has recently been opposed by 
some who still retain the name of orthodox ; and in*- 
stead of contending for imputed sin and gitilt, for the 
one act of disobedience in the father of our race, 
they assert that every child of Adam has a nature so 
corrupt and depraved, that he will and does necessa*- 
rily sin ; and thus deserves the displeasure of God 
for his own personal disobedience. The distinction 
guards against the strange doctrine of making men 
guilty and liable to eternal punishment for the, sin of 
another ; and yet it supposes that every one possess- 
es a natnre wholly and constantly disposed to evil, 
until changed by a power or influence entirely be- 
yond his control. The intellectual powers of Dr. 
Emmons were very strong; and greatly strengthened 
by inquiry and study. His voluminous writings not 
only prove uncommon industry, but show a discrim- 
inating mind. His theological views may be correct, 
or erroneous; and yet his religious principles and 
feelings were not so directed by speculative opinions 
as to be wholly governed by them. H^ippy is it to 
reflect, that this or that theological system, in its 
speculative and abstruse parts, is not essential to 
sincere piety or to religious affections. The Chris- 
tian religion being designed for the poor and illiter- 
ate, as well as the learned, for the great body of 
mankind, who have not time to study nor ability to 
understand the abstruse points in theology ; it can- 
not be supposed that en tirel^^y just and correct appre- 
tuensions of all religions* doctrines should be reoeived 
4and pfofessed* Certainly they cannot be aIld0^- 
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stood ; and the admission of an iinintettigiUe pxopo- 
fiition can produce no good effect on the conduct of 
the heart. The works of Dr. Emmons have been 
published, in several volumes, since his death. 

ENDICOT, Hon. JOHN was the principal 
character in the company of one hundred persons, 
who settled at Salem, in 1628, under authority of 
the company in England, which that year received 
a patent and a charter for Massachusetts Bay. It 
was made a condition, however, that they should 
purchase, or have the consent of the Indians. The 
next year, about three hundred were added to them, 
with two worthy clergymen, Rev. Mr. Higginson, * 
and Rev. Mr. Skelton. In 1630, came Governor 
Winthrop, Sir R. Saltonstall, Isaac Johnson, Thom- 
as Dudley, &X5., bringing with them, Rev. Mr. Wil- 
son and Rev. Mr. Phillips ; the whole number being 
fifteeUi hundred, who settled at Charlestown, Boston, 
Cambridge and Watertown, — besides a company of 
upwards of one. hundred who made their settlement 
at Dorchester ; they amounting in all these places in 
1630, to twenty-one hundred. Mr. Endicot was one 
of the original patentees ; the others who came to 
Massachusetts, were Saltonstall, John Humphrey, 
Isaac Johnson, and R. Bellingham ; most of the com- 
pany to which the patent was first granted, never 
came to America, but soon sold their right to others 
who were more enterprising. — Mr. Endicot had a 
good degree of resolution, decision, and firmness of 
character, which qualified him to found a Colony iu 
a waste wilderness ; and yet if he had manifested 
more lenity and mildness on some occasions, it 
Would not probably have injured the stability or 
prosperity of the infant Colony. His « reputation 
was, deservedly, no doubt, that of honesty, and 
sincerity; but he bad narrow views on religioiui 
subjects, and often acted the unamiable part of & 
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bigot and a persecutor. In the earl 7 days of New 
England) the civil rulers were religious men ; and 
they believed it their duty to regulate, and in some 
cases, to control in ecclesiastical affairs. They 
claimed, indeed, only a right to advise, and to pre- 
vent gross errors ; but they often interfered improp- 
erly, with the plea of acting " as nursfng fathers of 
the Churches." Their motives were good ; but they 
erred in exercising political power in favor of one 
sect, and in persecuting all others. Mr. Endicot 
was one year chosen Governor, during the life of 
Mr. Winthrop, in 1644 ; and was also elected to the 
same office the year after the death of that distin- 
guished man, fpr 1649 ; again for 1651 — and also 
from 1653 to 1665, the year of his decease. — When 
he settled at Salem in 1628, he had not personally 
known Governor Bradford, nor any of the Plymouth 
Colony; but he soon formejj an acquaintance with 
him, with Dr. Fuller who was a deacon of the Ply- 
mouth Church, and with Standish the military chief 
of the plantation there, began in 1620. A friendly 
intercourse was always maintained after this time, 
between the two Colonies, both in civil and religious 
concerns ; and was also cultivated afterwards, 
underGovernor Winthrop and his successors, till by 
the second charter for Massachusetts, in 1691, Ply- 
mouth Colony was included in that province. Gov- 
ernor Endicot often commanded the military of the 
Colony, with the title of Major-General. The first 
who had military, command of the citizens, was 
Deputy Governor Dudley. Edward Gibbons, R. 
Sedgwick and Humphrey Atherton, were also Major 
Generals in the early days of the Colony. Govern- 
or Endicot could not boast of so good an education 
as Winthrop, Bellingham, Bradstreet, or Nowell. 
He was better fitted for action, than for council, or 
for writing ; and yet his letters are written in a cor- 
rect style, and he had a good knowledge of man- 
kind. 
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EUSTIS, Hon. WILLIAM was a native of 
Boston, and receiTed his public education in Har^ 
vard College, where he was graduated in 1772. He 
made choice of the medical profession, and entered 
the American army in 1775, as Surgeon's mate; but 
soon after became chief surgeon, and in that station 
remained till the close of the war. " For several 
years he attended to the practice of physic in his 
native town. He was a good writer and a popular 
speaker. He had a seat in the General Court for 
four or five years, between 1788 and 1793; and 
generally took part in the debates, with much tact 
and fluency, though some of the members were 
more able and profound in argument. He was after- 
wards a member of Congress two years from Suffolk 
District. Then Secretary of War; Envoy to the 
Court of Holland; and Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts, in 1824 and 1825. He died while 
in office, in 1825, at the age of seventy-three. Gov- 
ernor JElustis possessed good talents^ but was not a 
very hard student. As a physician he was respect- 
able, and as a patriot, ardent and sincere. 
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FARLEY, MICHAEL Esq. was a citizen of Ips- 
wich, and had the reputation of an ardent and intel- 
ligent patriot in the critical period of 1770-1775. 
For several successive years he was returned a rep- 
resentative from his native town, and ranked among 
the leading members of the General Coiirt. In 1774, 
when chosen as one of the Council, Governor Gage, 
then recently come into the chair, gave his. negative 
to the election. But this was no dishonor — for the 
negative of the Governor, at that time, extended to 
Bowdoin, Winthrop, Austin, J. Adams, W. Phillips, 
Jas. Prescott, Jedediah Foster, Norton,Quincy, Timo. 
Danielson, and Enoch Freeman. Mr. Farley attend- 
ed the convention in Essex, September 1774, as a 
member from Ipswich ; and was also elected a dele- 
gate to the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, in 
October 1774, February and May 1775 ; and after- 
wards a member of the House of Representatives, 
July 1775. He was then chosen one of the Supreme 
Executive Council, which had the power of the for- 
mer Governor and his Council ; but which was now 
disowned. Mr. Farley was appointed Sheriff of the 
county of Essex, in 1780, and continued in that of- 
fice until near the close of his useful life. He was 
also several years Major-General of militia of the 
second division. He died in 1789, at the age of 
seventy. His memory is justly honored. 

16 
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FISHER, JABEZ Esq., of Wrentham, repre- 
sented that town in the Suffolk County Convention, 
in September 1774, which met to remonstrate 
against the threats and warlike measures of Gov- 
ernor Gage, as well as against the arbitrary and op- 
pressive policy of the British ministry. And when 
a Provincial Congress was held at Concord, in Octo- 
ber 1774, he attended as a delegate from Wrentham. 
He and Dr. Lemuel Kollock, were also members of 
the second Congress in Massachusetts, in February 
1775; and of the third, in May 1775. When a 
House of Representatives was called in^ July 1775, 
instead of a Congress, Mr. Fisher was returned as a 
member, and soon after was chosen one of the Su- 
preme Executive Council . of the Province ; the 
authority of Governor Gage and the mandamus 
Council having been repudiated, before that time. 
With other patriots of the Jlevolution, who contend- 
ed so nobly, and at great hazard and cost, for civil 
liberty, and for political rights always enjoyed by 
the people of New England, his memory deserves to 
be revered by the present generation. The few 
learned and eloquent men of that critical period, 
gave an impulse in favor of the glorious cause, and 
furnished examples from history to animate the 
people to struggle for their rights as men and as 
members of society. But the contest had been 
hopeless without the resolute support, and efficient 
and united aid of the substantial yeomanry and 
mechanics in the Province. 

FISKE, Rev. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
the year 1627, at the age of thirty-five or thirty-six; 
in the company with Rev. John Allin, who was 
sometime pastor of the Church at Dedham. He 
was esteemed as an able and faithful minister of the 
gospel ; and his labors were abundantly successful 
in the vineyard of his Lord. He first settled at 



NATHAN FISKE. 183 

Weaham, in the County of Essex ; and after twelve 
year^ removed to Chelmsford, then a new settlement 
He continued in that place till his death in 1677. 
One of his sons and a grandson were respectable 
clergymen in the Colony. The former was settled 
in Braintree, and the latter in Salem. Dr. Mather 
called his wife his concordance ; for she was so con- 
versant with the sacred volume, that she could 
always tell him where to find the passage or text 
he wanted. Mr. Fiske was also a practising phy- 
sician ; which was not a very uncommon case at 
that period. His name is spelled Frisk in some 
early publications ; an error of the press no doubt. 

FISKE, Rev. NATHAN D. D. received his 
education in Harvard College, and was graduated 
in 1754. He was ordained over a Congregational 
Church and Society in Brookfield, in the year 1758 ; 
and continued in the ministry until his decease, in 
1799, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. He has 
been ranked among the most popular and faithful 
ministers of his time. His great aim and efibrt were 
to prcHnote the spiritual welfare of his people. But 
be was always ready to engage in plans for the liter- 
ary and moral improvement of his fellow men, in 
other places besides his own parish. He was no in- 
novator, nor had an unreasonable veneration for an- 
cient opinions and customs. His preaching was 
evangelical, but practical. He laid little stress on 
abstruse points in theology, ^^ knowing that they 
gender strife," but asserted and urged the plain doc- 
trines of the gospel, which are ^^ according to godli- 
ness," and tend directly and powerfully to spiritual 
edification. Though he had a small salary, he gave 
his time more to reading and study than some of 
the country clergy. Ana he therefore excelled most 
of his brethren in general knowledge, as well as in 
that of theology 4q4 f aol^iastical history. Several 
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of his discourses and essays on moral subjects were^ 
published; and possess no small degree of merit, 
when compared with other publications of fifty aiid 
sixty years ago. By his literary, moral and religious 
labors, he contributed a good share, as'an individual, 
to the common stock of information in the com- 
munity. 

FISKE, Hon. OLIVER M. D. a son of Rev. Dr. 

Nathan Fiske, received his first degree in Harvard 
College, in the year 1787. He chose the useful pro- 
fession of a physician ; and was many years a high- 
ly respectable member of the faculty in Worcester. 
He was a scientific physician, being well acquainted 
with natural philosophy, chemistry, and physiol- 
ogy, so far as contributed to a correct or successful 
practice. Dr. Fiske was also in public ofiice for sev- 
eral years, after he arrived at the meridian of life ^ 
according to the usual age of man. He was one of 
the Supreme Executive Cquncil of the Common- 
wealth in 1809, and again in 1812, and 1813. 

FOBES, Rev. PEREZ L L! D. was a native of 
Bridgewater, Plymouth County, and graduated at 
Harvard College with the class of 1762. He settled 
in the ministry in the town of Raynham, and County 
of Bristol ; Where he continued a useful and faitfch 
ful pastor till his death, in 1798, at the age of fifty- 
seven. He had a taste for the physical sciences ; 
and having a small society, he had leisure to turn 
his attention to the subject. His acquirements werfe 
so great, that he was chosen to deliver lectures on 
astronomy and natural philosophy in Brown Uni- 
versity, from which he received the degree of L L. D. 
He possessed an amiable disposition ; and was 
greatly esteemed and beloved by his people. 

FORBES, Rev: ELI D. D. received a degree in 
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JHaKraird Ci^ege^ in 1751 ; and settled in the minis- 
try in Brook&eld } but after some years removed to 
Gloacester, where he remained till his death, in 1S04, 
at the age of seventy -seven. He ranked with tiie 
most popular preachers of his time. His discourses 
ware well written, and delivered in an impressive 
inanner. Several of his occasional sermons .were 
published; and a volume written by him for the 
use of families. 

FOSTER, Hon. DWIGHT received his public 
education in Brown University, with the class of 
1774» Hechose the profession of law; and had an ex- 
lensive practice in Brookfield, where he lived, and in 
other parts of the county of Worcester. He was 
elected a Representative to the General Court from 
that town, at an early age ; and afterwards had a 
aeat in the national Legislature ; being first a mem* 
ber of the House, and then of the SenatOvOf the Uni- 
ted States. He was also sometime a member of the 
Senate of Massachusetts : and a Justice of the Court 
of Common Pleas in the county of Worcester. Judge 
Foster held other offices of public trust ; and alw^y^ 
received the good opinion of his fellow citizens tor 
the ability and faithfulness with which he conducted. 
He died at an age short of the term ofteti allotted to 
man. 

FOSTER, Dr. ISAAC was a native of Charlej^, 
town, and had his public education in Harvard C0I4 
lege, with the class of 1758. He studied medicine, 
and settled in Charlestown, where he was several 
years en^iged in the practice of ^' the healing art :" 
Bat he previously spent sooie time in England, to 
study Iw profession under able surgeons and physi- 
ciaiia there. Charlestown could boast oif a lai^ 
nmnber of whigs and patriots in the memorable peri--) 
od of 1776 ; and Dr. Foster was among the most iu<f 
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leliigeDt and active. He was a delegate, with R. 
Devens, D. Ubeever, and others, to the convention m 
the county of Middlesex, in August 1774 ; and of the 
first Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, in Octo* 
ber 1774. The object of these meetings, each of 
which was composed of more than two hundred 
members, was to consult on measures, proper then 
for adoption, to preserve the ancient civil liberties ci 
the people. The prospect was such as to interest 
and alarm the people generally; and some were 
ready almost to despond. It was necessary to call 
on the more intelligent, and those of good judgment,, 
and of experience in public affairs, to act for the 
whole province — to devise measures of defence, when 
attacked by British troops, then in the country for 
the purpose of enforcing arbitrary and 'oppressive 
acts of Parliament ; and for the preservation of pcdit« 
ical rights, consistent with a proper regard to con^ 
stitutional law and social order. The opinion then 
was to act on the defensive, and to ^resort to arms 
only, after all attempts to maintain peace and union 
with England should fail. The Convention shall 
speak for itself — among other things it resolved : 
'^ That, as true and loyal subjects of our gracious 
sovereign, George the third, king of Great Britain, 
we by no means intend to withdraw our aliegianoe 
from him ; but while permitted the free exercise of our 
natural and charter rights, are resolved to expend 
life and treasure in his service.— That when our an- 
cestors Emigrated, from Great Britain, charters and 
solemn stipulations expressed the conditions, and 
what particular rights they yielded ; what each pM«* 
ty had to do and perform ; and which each of the 
contracting parties w^e equally bound by : — ^That 
we know of no instance in which this province has 
transgressed the rules on their part, or any way for* 
feite4 their natural and charter rights to any^wer 
on earth — That the Parliament of Qrwt Britain 
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have exeieised a power contrary to the charter, by 
passing acts which hold up their absolute suprema- 
cy oxer the Colonies ; by an act blockading up the 
port of Boston ; and by two late acts, one entitled an 
act for better regulating the government of the prov- 
uice of Massachusetts Bay ; the other entitled an act 
fo^ the more impartial adn^inistration of justice in 
said province ; and by enforcing all the iniquitous 
acts with a large armed force, to dragoon and enslave 
lis. — That the late act of Parliament for regulating. 
anew the government of the province, expressly ac- 
knowledges the authority of the charter : and the 
only reason suggested in the preamble is the inex- 
pediency of continuing our privileges — That the act 
providing for taandctmus counsellors to be appointed 
by the crown is a vacation of the charter ; and a 
fatal blow to an independent and just legislature — 
l^at no State can long exist free and happy, where 
the course of justice is obstructed, and trials by jury 
destroyed or weakened — That the people have an 
absidute right of meeting together to consult on their 
grievances, and to petition, remonstrate, and use all 
legal measures for their removal — That the law 
which forbids such meetings destroys the scaffold of 
English freedom, and reduces us to an abject state 
of vassalage and slavery — That, in our opinion, these 
acts if they are quietly submitted to, will annihi- 
late the last vestiges of liberty in the province ; and 
therefore we' may^be justified by God and the world, 
in never submitting to them.'' Dr. Foster was ap- 
pointed a surgeon early in 1775, and was some 
BMmths at the head of the military medical depact- 
m^it, while General Ward commanded at Cam- 
hcidge ; and before the arrival of General Washing- 
ton. On the 20th of April, the day after the battle 
of Concord, by urgent request of General Ward and 
Dr. Warren, he attended the men who had been 
wounded, and gave up his other and common prac^ 
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tioe, which was rery large. On the 18th of JuQe, 
the day after Bunker hill battle, he was appointed 
by the Committee of Safety to attend tt^ men 
wounded on that day. He was soon after appointed 
Surgeon of the State hospital then opened. On the 
defection of Dr. E. Church, in October, he was ap- 
pointed by Gen. Washington Director-General pro 
tern, of the American Hospital Department. Ckm^ 
gress soon after appointed Dr. Morgan to that place ; 
• but Dr. Foster was still the oldest surgeon in the hos- 
pital. Again, in 1777, General Washington appoint* 
ed him to take charge of the hospitals in the eastern 
department. Dr. Foster, retired from active public 
life in 1780, near the close of the year ; being theit 
in a feeble state ; but did not resign his commission. 
He died in February following, at the age of forty** 
two, greatly lamented as an able physican and a sin- 
cere patriot. The public |)rints of the day refer to 
him in high terms of eulogy, for his devotion to the 
cause of his country. It was said that his health 
was greatly injured by his incessent public services, 
from April 1775, to the time he retired from the ar- 
my. And now, such alas, often is the lot of public 
fiddity, he is scarcely remembered. Several men of 
eminence in the medical profession, studied sometime 
with Dr. Foster — sus Eustis, Welch, and Bartiett. 

POSTER Hon. JEDEDLIH was graduated in 
Harvard. College, in the year 1744, am( engaged in 
the practice of the law in the town of Brookfield, 
county of Worcester. He enjoyed, in a high degree, 
the esteem and confid^u^e of his fellow citizens. He 
had a seat in the convention as a delegate from Brook- 
field, for the county of Worcester, August 1774. The- 
doings of this convention were highly important, in 
dtsseminating- correct political principles, in giving 
a true account of the British plans and measures^ 
and in arousing the spirit of tjie feofie in that pari 
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of the country. Mr. Foster was also a delegate to 
the several proTincial Congresses in Massachusetts, 
which met in October 1774, February 1775, and in 
May 1775. The records of these assemblies show 
that he was an active member, and had great in- 
fluence. His name appears on most of the impor- 
tant committees raised by each Congress. In July 
1775, he was elected one of the Executive Council 
by the House of Representatives ; as he had been in 
May 1774, when with several other distinguished 
whigs, he^ received the negative .of Governor Gage. 
In 1776, he was sent to lake Champlain and vicinity, 
with James Sullivan and Walter Spooner, to learn 
the state and condition of that part of the country." 
In 1776, Mr. Foster was appointed one of the Judges 
of the Superior Court. He was also sometime Judge 
of Probate and a Justice of the Court of Common 
Pleas, for the county of Worcester. He died in 1779, 
at the age of fifty-six. 

FOSTER, Hon. THEODORE a son of Judge 
Foster, received his education in Brown University, 
with the class of 1770, which was the second class 
graduated in that seminary. Mr. Foster chose the 
legal profession ; and had an extensive practice in 
the State of Rhode Island. He was several years 
one of the overseers of that College, and ranked 
among its most active friends. He held various pub- 
lic offices in that State ; and at different times was a 
Senator in the Congress of the United States. His 
first term was from 1792 to 1798— and from 1804, 
on the resignation of W. Bradford, as well as some- 
time as his colleague. The first senators from Rhode 
Island was in 1792, as the federal constitution was 
not adopted there till 1791. The character of Mr. 
Foster was highly respected by his fellow citizens; 
and he often received their suffrages for important 
stations, at different periods of a long life. 
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POXCROPT, Rbv. THOMAS many yeaiB a 
pastor of the first Church in Bos((hi, was born in 
Cambridge, and graduated in Harvard College in 
1714. He had the reputation of a diligent student 
and a good scholar, when he left the University. 
He was ordained in 1717, as colleague to Rev. Mr. 
Wadsworth, who was afterwards the president of 
that institution ; when Mr. Chauncy was settled in 
the same Church. Mr. Foxcrofl and Mr. Chauncy, 
were long associated as pastor and teacher of this 
ancient society. It is not to he supposed that their 
sentiments or sermons were materially opposite ; but 
their people were wont to say, " that Mr. Foxcroft 
'insisted on faith, and Dr. Chauncy on good works." 
The parents of Mr. Foxcroft belonged to the Episco- 
pal Church, and were very desirous their son should 
take ordination of a bishop. He considered it 
proper to study the question fully for himself, 
whether Presbyterian ordination were not- sufficient 
and valid, and also, whether there was a foundation 
in Scripture for the different ranks of clergymen, 
allowed and required by the English established 
Church. He often conversed with the Rev. and 
learned Nehemiah Walter of Roxbury, with whom 
he was acquainted, on the subject ; whose argu- 
ments had the effect to satisfy Mr. Foxcroft, that the 
Congregational forms and government, were not in 
accordance with apostolic and primitive times. He 
was a very popular preacher, and a learned thec^o- 
gian. He also had the character of a polite and ac- 
complished gentleman, superior to most others of the 
age. In the latter part of his life, he was subject to 
many infirmities, and was often unable to perform 
the usual services of the pulpit. And his l^ig and 
feeble state of health, had an unhappy influence on 
his mind, causing a depression of spirits, and tiivB 
greatly diminishing his usefulness, as a minister and 
a public character. He died in 1769, at the age of 
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deventy-tw6 ; having been in the ministry fifty-one 
years. His pabHcations consist of numerous ser- 
znons on the death of eminent characters, and on 
other public occasions. 

FRANKLIN, BENJAMIN L L D. F R S. &c- 

&c. was born in Boston, 1706, in a house opposite 
the Old South church, near the head of Milk street. 
His father was a tallow-chandler ; he moved to the 
corner of Union and Hanover Streets, where his 
widow, after his decease, kept boarders. She was a 
daughter of P. Folger of Nantucket. Franklin's 
oldest brother James was a printer, and published 
a newspaper; and Benjamin attended to that art, 
nnder his brother. The paper was obnoxious for ita 
free sentiments ; and Franklin went to Philadelphia. 
Where he entered the printing office of Andrew Brad- 
ford, who published a newspaper in that town, 1720. 
He wrote some pieces for that paper in 1722, then 
only sixteen years old ; one was a severe censure on 
the General Court of Massachusetts, for imposing a 
fine and threatening imprisonment of his brother 
James, for some remarks on their doings. " To 
punish first,'' said Franklin, '^ and then inquire, ac- 
cording to Lord Coke, the law abhors." James had 
been sentenced, without being called on to give an 
answer. But Franklin did not long confine him- 
self to small things, nor to the laborious details of a 
printer's press. At an early age, he discovered a 
capacious and comprehensive mind, great ingenuity 
in mechanics and philosophy, and an uncommon 
thirst for general knowledge ; and he became one of 
the most remarkable men in America or Europe, be- 
fore be was fifty years of age. He was among the 
first negotiators of the age, for he possessed great 
knowledge of mankind ; and with much simplicity 
of character could detect the intrigues and hidden 
views and purposes of his oiqponents> He ,was long 
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in public office in the State of Pennsylvania. About 
the year 1750, he made important discoveries in elec- 
tricity, and applied his knowledge of its nature and 
properties to useful purposes. The rods proposed 
by him to be put on buildings for protecting them, 
by leading the electric gas to the earth, and thus 
save them from harm, had a good effect. — In 1754, 
he was a delegate from Pennsylvania, with delegates 
from other southern provinces, which met in Con- 
gress at Albany, to adjust difficulties with the six 
nations of Indians residing within the province of 
New York. The French were then engaged in 
making attacks on the frontier settlements, and in- 
stigated the savage tribes to join them. In 1764 
he was appointed Deputy Post Master General, for 
America, by the British ministry; from which he 
was removed in 1774; and in 1774, was agent for 
Massachusetts at the court of London. He was one 
of the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, in 1774, 
and a member of the committee chosen to report on 
the subject of Independence. Soon after the De- 
claration of Independence, Dr. Franklin was sent an 
envoy to the court of France. He remained in 
Europe several years, and proved to be an able diplo- 
matist. The treaty of peace made in 1783, between 
England, France, and the United States of America, 
received his signature, and he bad his full share of 
mfluence in preparing it. After this great event he 
returned to the United States ; and was one of the 
delegates in the general convention, by which the 
Federal Constitution was forjned, in 1787. He died 
in 1790, at the age of eighty-four. 

FREEMAN, Hon. ENOCH was a citizen of Port- 
land, formerly Falmouth, in Maine; and distin- 
guished for his opposition to the policy and measures 
of the British ministry, relative to the American 
colonies, in 1775. He was a native of Eastham^ on 



Gape Cod; and raceiYed his public education in 
Haivard College, witb the class of 1729. When a 
coBveaCion was, held in the County of Cumberland^ 
September. 177 A, he was a member, and chosen to 
preside. And wa» the delegate also to the first 
Provincial Congress^ at Concord, in October 1774. 
The Cumberland Convention, in an address to the 
people, say, ^^ We think it the duty of every good 
citizen, tot his own sake, as well as that of jfuture 
gsnei^tions, to use his utmost care and endeavor to 
preserve the English Constitution inviolate and unr 
impaired ; for we regard it not only as the foundation 
of all our civil rights and liberties, bjit as a system 
of government the best calculated to promote the 
people's peace and happiness : and we lament that 
in the present administration, there are men so lost to 
all the principles of equity and justice, as to attempt 
a vidati(m> of the rights which we haxe long enjoyed ; 
and which, while we profess ourselves, as we now 
do, the loyal subjects of George III, our rightful sove- 
reign, we have a right still to enjoy entire and un* 
molested. — But since the ministry have borne their 
tyranny to such a length as to endeavor to execute 
their wicked' designs by military force, we fear it is 
th^r aim to introduce despotic monarchy. But though 
their tyranny and oppression seem now with hasty 
stride^ to threaten the colonies with ruin, we hope 
no vengeance will affright, or wiles allure us to give 
lip our dear-bought liberty, that choicest boon of 
Heaven, which our fathers came into these regions 
to enjoy ; and Vrhich we will retain, while life en- 
ables us to struggle for its blessings. In parliament 
we have none to represent us, and the great distaneis 
of England, separated from usi by a vast and hazard- 
ous oeeaB, readers it impossible we ever can, in 
reason or equity. But we have by compact, un- 
broken by us, and by a charter which our fore^ 
fathers procured, a parliament of our own, or rather a; 

17 
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a legislative general court, wherein we are equallf 
represented, and to the laws of wbidi, in obedience 
to the laws of God, we ought only to be obedient." 
With Jedediah Preble, he- was employed by that 
body in 1775, to superintend the execution of meas- 
ures for the defence of the posts and people in Maine. 
He also acted as Colonel of a regiment of militia, at 
that period; but his feeble health and advancing 
years, prevented his continuance in the public ser- 
vice. His patriotism and his zeal in the suppcnrt of 
civil liberty were always conspicuous. 

FREEMAN, Rev. JAMES D. Dr was of a fam- 
ily in the County of Barnstable ; and received his 
public education in Harvard College, with the class 
of graduates in 1777. On leaving colkge, he studied* 
theology, and was chosen minister of the religions 
Society in Boston, which worshipped in the Stohe 
Chapel, sometimes called the King's Chapel. But 
he was not an Episcopalian, in the common accepta- 
tion of that term. He did not believe in the divine 
right of bishops, nor in an high order of ministers to 
be styled bishops, different from any andall Christian 
teachers and pastors, ^or did he believe in the 
thirty-nine articles, required to be subscribed by the 
ministers of the English Episcopal Church. Es- 
pecially did he object to the trinitarian dogma, and 
to the reading of the Athenian or Nicen^e Creed. 
He considered them the system of fallible men, and 
not as taught or supported by the apostolical and in- 
spired writers. At his request, therefore, the liturgy 
whlch had beenused in that church, was materially 
altered ; and whatever implied the above articles of 
.faith were expunged. He was ordained, or Sepa- 
rated to his i^acred office by a few of the church' 
chosen for the purpose. And a very great majority 
of the old members remained in the society ; bi4t few' 
toft it fz:om.disUke of the cbangp'm^d^: '^It « few 
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y«aTS after the settlement of Dr. Freetetan, the most bf 
the congregational clergy of Boston united with him 
and his Chareh in acts of Christian communion and 
intercourse) and for the last twenty years of his life, 
he was of the same minisierial association with 
them. Some of the Church prayers and forms how- 
^Yter^ were used by him in' his public religious set- 
▼iees while he was able to officiatte at the Christian 
akar. Dr. Fveeman was a good classical and gen- 
eral «oholar,' ^well acquainted with history, and with 
the 'Works of the most elegaht and ac(3ompU^hed 
.writers in the English language! ' He was not fond 
#f giving ^hi» co^Apiositions to 'ftie pubiic'; but 
through the %irgency of hii9 friends he consented to 
the publiealion of some occasional discourses. And 
by ^ir reqtiest, a volume of his seifraons was ife- 
■^siied from 'the pres'9 during the latter p&rt of his life. 
-They were well received, and palssed through a 
iiweond edition. Dr. Freeman was a fearless and in- 
idefieiident inqtiirer ; • but not rafih, nor fond of ino- 
'▼atingjUolciftff truth required it* He had a goodpor- 
• tioft of modesty ; and could hardly tolerate' conceit, 
•on »dogmatiem, or o^neoridnsness ,in others.' 'Dr. 
'SVeemaH died in 1S35, at the advanced age of 
eighty. He had lived in retii^ement for several 
years, on account of great bodily infirmity; but not 
forgotten, or* neglected by his many friends. Dr. 
Freeman was one of the founders of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society; and contributed several 
▼aluable articles which appear in its publications. 

FREEMAN, SAMUEL Esq. of Falmouth, was 
quite atyouilg man when the war of the Revolution 
began, in 1775. But he studied the nature of the 
political controversy, then existing between the 
Colonies, and the parent government in England, 
and soon became decided and zealous on the part of 
fanner* When a Convention was held in the 
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County of Cunaberiand, in Scqptember 1774, lie was 
a member from Falmouth, apd cbosen aeonetary of 
the meeting. He was also elecled a ^legate to the 
second and third Provincial Congress of Massadui- 
setts, in 1775. Of the third Congress, hc^en at 
Watertown, ia May 17 75j Mr. Ffeeman was obosen 
secretary by a unanimous vote ; Colonel Benjaniii 
Lincoln having declined a re^eleotion. General 
Joseph Warren was elected president of the Oon- 
Tention, in the room of John Hanoodl?, wbe was 
then attending the Continental Congress at Phila- 
delphia. When a House of Representaitives met m 
July 1775^ Mr. Freeman was. appointed clerk. He 
bad quick perceptions, and was ftomfi in prepariiig 
all papers necessary for one in the office he bold. 
He continued faithful to the interests of the eoiEBtry ; 
and during a long life, be filled several impoHant 
offices in bis native town, and for ibe County io£ 
Cumberland. He was also .an active and effieieat 
firiend of Bowdoin College; bei«ig several grMCS « 
member of the Board of Trustees or ov-eiseers. As 
a member and an officer of the Church of Cbrisi,.be 
was very exemplary, and in bis life ^nd ooiiFersa- 
tion, gave evidence that be bad much of tbe apiat 
of his divine Master. 

FRISBIE, Bey. LEYI was a member of tbe 
first class graduated in Dartmoul^ College, wbidi 
was in the year 177h He previously spent three 
years at Yale College, for which he was pr^ared 
' by Dr. Wheelock, the founder of Dartmouth College, 
who had kept a high school in Lebanon, in Con- 
necticut. Mr. Frisbie received ordination in 1775, 
and engaged in the Missionary servioe; but the war 
which began that year, obstructed bis services in 
that employment; and in 1776, he was settled over 
the first Church and Society in the ancient (own of 
Ipswich, as ^icoessor to &ev. Nathaniel Rogecs. Ha 
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died in 1806, aged fifty-seven. He ^as a serious, 
evangelical preacher; and ever desirous of pro- 
moting the spiritual improvement of the people com* 
mitted to his ministerial qbarge. 

PRISBIE, LEVI a son of the Rev. Mr. Frisbie, 
before mentioned, received his first degree in Har- 
vard College, in the year 1802 : and had a high 
reputation, at that early period of life, as a scholar, 
and a man of fine taste in composition. His style 
was very correct and chaste ; and at the same time 
rich with good moral sentiments. He did not 
flocdfiee sense or truth to harmonious phrases or an 
omaniented style : And an elevated moral tone per- 
vaded all his writings. He was appointed a tutor 
in the University, in 1805 ; and held that offia^ 
neiirly six yearR; when he was elected Professor of 
the Latin language ; and in 1817, Professor of nat* 
uni religion, moral philosophy, and civil polity; 
and continued in that station until his death, in 
1822. His taste, his studies, and his attainment^ 
#lted him in a peculiar manner for 'the department 
be was oalledtofill, and the in^tractions it became hiM 
dritjT'tO'give. His' comparatively early death was 
greatly lamented by his personal friend^, and by bM 
who professed to be the friends of i^ligion and litera^ 
tvre. 

17* 
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QALUSON, JOHN Esq. iras a natiye of Mar- 
biehead, and had his public education m Harvafd 
College \rith the class which was graduated in 1807. 
Ue engaged in the profession of law, aad opened an 
office as a practising attorney in Boston. He had a 
eood share of business ; and was esteemed alikie for 
nis alnlity and integrity. It was evident that be 
acted from correct and honorable principles m aH 
hi^ professional engagements and ditties. BtiC he 
did not confine his views and efforts to the lutsatipt 
business t>f an attoniBy. He feit his obligaiionB to 
society ; and was desirous of aiding in 4he enlig^l* 
tement and moral wdfare of the community* Sera^ 
9k benevolent and religions societies bouM boast of 
him as a useful and attentive member. His condost 
is an example to be followed by y(rang men engaged 
in the profession of the law or of medicine, or whose 
principal business is that of trade and commerce: 
for they may find some leisure for attention and ef- 
fort in promoting the great cause of knowledge and 
virtue, for the benefit of the unfortunate, the unedn* 
cated, and the degraded. Mr. Gallison died in 1820, 
at the age of thirty-two. '' Many die as young ; but 
few as safe." And few have left so high a mcHral 
character. He early took part in favor of plans for 
the gradual termination of slavery in the United 



States ; bnt wais aot an ultra-atofhionist Be was 
sAso an efteient tnenber of the Peace Society ; and 
deUvered a discourse before the assoeiatiiNi which did 
him great credit as a ^' ripe scholar^'^ and a benervo- 
ient man. 

OARI>NER, HENRY Esq, of Stowe, in the 
County of Middlesex, engaged in the support of civit 
liberty, at an early period of tlie dispute with Great 
Britain, which began in 1765, and continuied till th« 
war in 1775. He possessed an ardent spirit -and a 
good degree of inibrmation on public affairs ; and 
had great influence with the people in his vicinity. 
fie was an alunmus of Harvard College, where he 
receired his first degree in 1750. He hs^ a seat in 
the Middlesex Convention, hoMen in Beptembet 
1774, which met to consult {w the comtnon defence 
and welfare.— It consisted of one hundred and ftfiry 
delegates. At this convention, and at others held 
doting the saine montth in most of the counties, it 
w»8 reconvmended to have a Provincial Congress ; 
wtaidi was acccwdUngly convened in Salem, October 
7^ 1774, and the day after adjourned to Conoord. 
The membos assembled at Saleai were ninety, and 
art OoiKOTd two hundred and eighty-height Mr* 
GhuNlDer was one ef this Ocmgrees ; and of that ie 
Febmary 1775, and May 1775, whidh met «c 
Water town. In December 1774, he was etiesM 
Treasurer of the province, by the first Congress; 
md the «evef ai towns in the province were advised 
attd dareeted to pay fliek taxes <to him, and not to 
lb. Qray, then ithe treasuffor, but also adhered to flie 
eame of the Britistr ministry. Mr. Gardner was « 
siMBeBe pataiot, and tendered fevy in^rtant serviee 
to the pioviBce by his diligenee ana fidelity, fl^ 
afterwmrds a meniber of the Academy ef Aita 
SoMioesy asd had vthe'^dbaraeter ef a leatmd 
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GARDNER, Col/THOMAS of Cambridge^ mAf 
engaged m the dispute vith England, on the eul^ 
ject of colottial rights, and ranked among the most 
zealous sons of liberty, in 1774^-1775. He was one 
of the Convention in Middlesex County, in Augnet 
1774, which was held to consult on measures of 
publie safety and defence, when the people were 
deeply anxious in coosequeiKe of the arbitrary and 
o^ressive acts of the British government. He wns 
also a member of the Provincial Congress of Massa- 
chusetts, in October 1774, and February 1775. And 
by that Congress appointed one of the Cinnmittee of - 
Safety, chosen to act instead of a governor and eoua*- 
cil ; then the mere tools of the British ministry. He 
e^rly raised a regiment of men, according to pnervionB 
advice of the Congress, and in :May 177^5, had a 
commission as Colonel. He was engaged in the 
memorable battle of Bunkejr-Hill, June 17th, 1775* 
He was mortally wounded on that day,.aud died on 
the 18th. He was of the highest grade of offioem^ 
next to General Warren, who were of the " nobie 
army of martyrs,'' that sacrificed thenselves oil that 
mourfuly but glorious day, and so one except Wa^^ 
reO) W|is more lauoHsnted and honored in his death. 
Lieutenant Colonel Parker, of Preeooitt'istregimenl) 
a ciiieen of Chelmsford, was also wounded on thai 
day^ and taken prisoner : and died in Boston^ aifew 
days after,'. »•. • 

• ' • * 

GAY, Rbv. EBENEZER D. D. recetred a At^ 
gree in Harvard, in 1714 ; and settled as minister •£ 
the .first Church and society in Hingham, .in the 
year 1718. Few have enjoyed so long,, so uasfal 
and peaceful a ministry. He died in 1787, at die 
agf of ninety tone, after beingf tUe pastoc of that 
Chiistyian eooietty sixty-nit)e years > Hia mental.pesa^ 
era <9Qntinued to the gIosb ot a long li& witfaont h^ 
ing very perceptibly impaired. He preached* iha 
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day before his decease ; ^i^hich was witiM^iit 
any sericms wanrivrg to alarm his family and friends. 
Dr. Gay was one of the most liberal diTines of bis 
time. He avoided all usaal controversial subjects 
in his preaching ; and yet the great and Essential 
doctrines of the gospel were urged by him with zeal 
and fervior. in his writings also, there seldom ftp* 
pears any disposition to dogmatise or to insist on 
specnlative points in theology. He called no one 
master bot Christ, and appealed only to his dis- 
eonrses and the writings of the inspired apostles, as 
mthority on the snbjeot of veligion ; but he was in- 
«iHied rather to the Arminian than to the Calvhtistic 
^emed. Many of his occasionai sermons were pab- 
liihed; and are justly considered as eqnal to the 
3iiio8t rational and useful which issued from the press 
«ighty or one hundred years ago. When lie was 
eighty years of age, he preached a sermon called ^die 
^^Old man's Calendar;" which passed through 
tfarca editions in this comitry, and two in London* 

OB&RY, Hon. ELBRIOaB was a native of 
MarUehead. He reeerred his edncation m Harva<^ 
Coltege in the year 1763 ; a«d after leaving Aie col- 
lege engaged in commerce, in his native town. The 
eilicml disputes with England- began in 1765, and 
. Gterry, like many of the sons of Harvard, who 
were ni early manhood, 4oo^k a deep interest in that 
ooBtroversy. In "September 1774, Mr. Gerry was a 
HMmber from Marbiehead of a convention in the 
county of Essex, at a time of great alarm and anxi- 
ety in consequence of the arbitrary and oppressive 
measares of the British ministry. And he was also 
ehosen as a delegate to 1^ Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, in October 1774, from the same town. 
He was again returned as a delegate to the two next 
Goagrasses in Massachusetts ; one in 'February 
UZ5^ and' me in May, of the same year. In 
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these assemblies of patridtic citieens; Mn Geny 
was amoQg the most active aii4 intelUgeat l£e 
was freqiiently cm impqrtaht committees, and aot 
seldom the chairmao. In 1775, he was chosen ooe 
of the five delegates from Massachusetts to the con- 
tinental Congress, which met .in. Philadelphia, in the 
room of Mr. Bowdoin, whose Jnfirm beaUh indticed 
hiqi to decline. He continned in tbe General Ceni- 
^ess several -successive years : . and was also a^mem- 
ber of the convention held in Philadelpbiaj in .1787, 
to prepare a new. federal compact for .the United 
. States^, He bad pbjec^ons to • f be form « rof t govera- 
.meaat proposed by that convention ^ but he.w«s 
qbosen a member of the first Congress, and jnnited 
with other patriotic citizens, who more fully ap- 
. proved of the constitution, in giving effi/oiency to Ibe 
government, in adopting measures for supporting the 
€|e4it> and advancing the prosperity of4he country. 
.He GOptiriued in this high station several yeara, and 
raorked among 4he most active and intelligent mem- 
bers. He faithfully advocated the peculiar interests 
-Qf^.tb^ J^ew EogUnd StHt^s, navigation^ and! eem- 
mefse, wbiile he alwaysregarded the. rights and wM- 
fare of th^ whole Union. . He was ap|K>lntQd an Bn- 
. vpy to France in 1798 z where it . was supposed, by 
som.e of the people,-tbat he did not act with Sufficient 
decision, and firmness in resisting the intrigues of the 
French ; but his patriotism was wholly unimpeach- 
ed. In 1809 and 1810, Mr. Gerry was chosen Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts. This was a time .when par- 
ty feelings were highly exasperated ; and be yielded 
too much to the more violent men of tbe party by 
which he Was elected. In 1813, he was clK>aen 
Vice President of the United States ; and died while 
in that station, 1815. 

GODDARD, Hon. CALVIN was a naiin of 
Shrewi^iiry, in MadsachusettG, and revived liiapnb- 



lie education in Dartmouth College, in the year 17S6. 
He passed two years as a teacher of youth in the 
Academy at Plainfield, Connecticut ; and there en- 
gaged in the study of the law. He began to practice 
in his profession, 1792, in the County of Windham. 
In 1795, he represented the town of Plainfield, in the 
General Assembly of Connecticut; and was re-elect- 
ed for five successive years following — the last of 
which he was speaker. He wais afterwards Mem- 
ber of Congress for three terms, when he resigned his 
seat in the national Legislature, during that period, 
from 1800 to 1807, and the time might be extended, 
the State of Connecticut had able representatives in 
the government of the United States ; and Mr. Gx)d- 
dard was not the least distinguished for good sense 
and political knowledge, or ability to support the 
best interests of the country. On retiring from Con- 
gress, Mr. Goddard moved to Norwich, and was sev- 
eral years \he Mayor of that city. Subsequently, in 
1S12-1814, he had a seat in the Senate, in Connecti- 
cut, and was a delegate to the Hartford Convention, 
in 1815. He also had a seat on the bench of the 
Supreme Court of- that State for five years, when he 
was superseded, on a political change of the govern- 
ment. This is one of the evils attending free gov- 
ernments, especially when party feelings are exas- 
perated, but it is an evil which mnst be, endured for 
the sake of liberty. Mr. Goddard died in March 1842, 
aged seventy-four. 

- OOODHUE, Hon. BENJAMIN was born in Sa- 
lem, and graduated in Harvard College, in the ye^r 
iK6. ' He early engaged in commercial pursuits ;• 
and was niany years an active and' successful mef-* 
dhant in his native town. He was not wholly ab^ 
sorbed in acquiring property^ but toofra due interest 
in public and political •affairs. In 1?94,* he was* 
chosen a ReptesentatiVe in Congress ; and proved 
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an aUe supporter of the Waahing4on i^dministralion, 

-at that critical period, hy bis correct knowledge of. 
the commercial interests of the United States, and 
his ability as a financier. In 1798, he was dected 
Senator in Congress by the Legislature . of Massa^ 
chusetts ; and in that station also, he rendered im* 
portant service to the country. In some of the 
members of Congress from the southern States, at 
that time, there was an unwillingness to l^islate 
with a view to the interest of commerce, or an ior 
difference to its extension or protection* - The mem- 
bers from the eastern States deemed it go.od policy 
to foster and protect the interests of trade, and navi- 
p;ation. And none were more attentive to the sub* 
ject than Mr. Goodhue ; none better understood the 
benefits of foreign commerce to the United States, 
and none were more zealous and efficient in efforts* 
to promote or maintain it. During the period he 
was in the federal legislature, his devotion to the 
public interests was most assiduous, and the benefit 
of his services surpassed by very few. 

GOOKIN, DANIEL Esq. waa several years one 
of the magistrates in Massachusetts, from 1650 to 
1680. He came into the Colony from Virginia, a 
few years afxer Massachusetts was first settled. He 
then had serious views on religion, and became at- 
tached to the cause of the Puritans. He took an* 
active part in ecclesiastical as well as in civil affaira; 
and was soon much employed in the public service ; 
as a Representative, and one of -the Board of Assist* 
ants. He had the character of an upright magia* 
trate, and sincere Christian : and he also made great 
efforts for converting and civilizing, the native In- 
dians, He. provided for their instruction, ,lKxth young 
and old; and often united, with. Mr. EUot,. Bourne, 
and.ot}xers, in this benevolent purpose... In thq- dis* 
|uate^ in bis time, between Ma^sj^cvse^s and. 
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Charles II, vhea the rulers in the colony were 
accosed of exercising undue authority, and commis- 
sioners were sent from England to control or revoke 
the proceedings of the General Court, Mr. Gookin 
was one of those who refused to submit, and zeal- 
ously contended for all charter rights and privileges. 
Some of the citizens. at that period, were disposed to 
submit to the arbitrary plans of king Charles and 
his court. But the majority refused ; and insisted 
on exercising such a degree of power as was neces- 
sary for the internal government of the Colony. 

GORE, Hon. CHRISTOPHER L L. D. received 
his early education in Boston, the place of his birth, 
and was graduated in Harvard College in the year 
1776, at the age of eighteen. He had been well 
fitted for the College, having pursued his classical 
studies under John Lovell, master of the south 
Latin school in Boston. On leaving college, he 
soon engaged in the study of law with Hon. John 
Lowell, one of the most eminent barristers in Mas- 
sachusetts. Their mutual regards for each other 
were honorable to both. Judge Lowell had a 
nice sense of honor and justice ; and his pupil, 
through the instruction and example of his teacher, 
or from innate feelings of propriety, always conduct- 
ed unexceptionably as a lawyer and a public man. 
He held several highly important offices — as a Dis- 
trict Attorney of the United States, by appointment 
of Washington, in 1790 — as Commissioner in 1796, to 
settle the claims of American citizens on the British 
government for spoliations on the commerce of the 
country, in 1793, after the treaty made by Mr. Jay. 
Mr. Gore discharged the difficult and delicate duties 
of that embassy with entire fidelity and great ability. 
In 1804, he was Charge d^ Affaires to the British 
court. After his return to Massachusetts, he engaged 
in the practice of the law, and at the same time cul- 

18 
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tivated and embellished his farm at Waltham, which 
was one of the best in the State. In 1806 and 1807, 
he held a seat in the Senate of the Commonwealth, 
as a member from the county of Suffolk : and in 
1809 was chosen Chief Magistrate. This was a 
time of strong party feelings, but his conduct was 
allowed to be impartial and^ honorable. At a later 
day, 1814, Mr. Gore was appointed a Senator in 
Congress, for Massachusetts, and continued in that 
high station three years. He had a seat in the 
national Senate, during part of the war of 1812- 
1815, and his political course was marked by firm- 
ness in advocating the rights of hil^ State, and con- 
ciliation towards his opponents. Mr. Gore took an 
active part in several literary, charitable and re- 
ligious societies, and presided over the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society. He was a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and of the 
corporation of Harvard College, and the Massachu- 
setts Evangelical Association. He died in March 
1829, at the age of sixty-eight. He left no children ; 
and after providing honorably for the support of Mrs. 
Gore, he made Harvard College his residuary lega- 
tee ; being about one hundred thousand dollars. 

GORHAM, Hon. NATHANIEL of Charlestown, 
became distinguished, in early life, for his opposition 
to the arbitrary measures of the parent government 
relating to the people in the American colonies ; and 
for his zealous exertions in support of civil liberty. 
He appears to have taken a correct and full view of 
the controversy ; and, though hdping at first that 
Britain would relax her high and unjust claims to 
rule the colonies according to her will in all res- 
pects, in their internal policy and the imppsition of 
taxes, as well as in cases of foreign commerce, he 
could not fail to see, by the signs of the times in 
1770 and 1771, that the maintenanca of our rights 
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would require a great struggle and immense sacri* 
fices. Like many other patriots of that period, he 
was willing, no doubt, to suflFer much, to repeat pe- 
titions, and wait long for redress ; but resolved, if ne- 
cessary for the support of civil liberty and charter 
rights, to defend theifl at every hazard. In 1771, 
and for the three following years, he was returned a 
member of the General Court from Charlestown. — 
He was much respected by the members of the legis- 
lature :^ but, in some cases, acted with so much in- 
dependence of his party, that he gave temporary 
offence. His talents and integrity were too justly 
appreciated, however, to prevent his being again em- 
ployed in the public service at a time so critical, 
when ail men of intelligence and patriotism were 
needed to direct and to lead. Mr. Gorham was 
chosen a delegate to the first and second Provincial 
Congress in Massachusetts, October 1774, and Febru- 
ary 1776. In 1779 he was a Representative to the 
General Court from Charlestown ; and a delegate to 
the Convention in Massachusetts for forming a new 
civil constitution for the Commonwealth. A few 
years later, he was one of the delegates to the Con- 
tinental Congress from Massachusetts ; and was elect- 
ed President of that very respectable assembly. He 
was also one of the four delegates from Massachusetts 
to the general convention in 1787, for forming a new 
federal constitution : and he had no inconsiderable 
influence in procuring its adoption afterwards, by a 
majority in the convention in Massachusetts. Mr. 
Gorfaam died in 1796 ; and public honors were paid 
to his memory, as to one held in high esteem' alike 
for his public and private virtues. 

GREEN, SAMUEL was the first person in New 
England who had a printing press ; which was set 
up in 1639. The press was brought over by Mrs. 
Glover, widow of Rev. Joseph Glover, who had been 
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encouraged by Qovemat Winslow of Pl3rnioalby to 
this undertaking. Mr. Glover died the year he was 
preparing to settle in America ; but his widow em- 
igrated to New England, and transported the press. 
It was in the possession of a Mr. Day, a short time, 
but soon passed into the hsmds of Mr« Green. In 
1639-40, he pubHshed an almanac for New Eng- 
land, prepared by Captain Pierce, a skilful navi- 
gator; the freeman's oath; and a version of the 
psalms of David. The name of Samuel Green ap- 
pears as the printer of all of them. It was necessary 
at that time, to have a license from the civil author- 
ity for printing and publishing any book or pam- 
phlet. The censors of the press, about the middle of 
the 17th century, and afterwards, were Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell of Cambridge, and Major Gookin, a magis- 
trate of the colony. Eliot's Indian Bible was print- 
ed by Green, who lived to a great age. His son Bar- 
tholomew was a printer ; and several of his posterity 
in more recent times. The first newspaper issued in 
Massachusetts, or in New England, was printed- by 
Bartholomew Green, in 1704. 

GREENE, Gen. NATHANIEL an officer of high 
rank and character, in the war of the Revolution, was 
a native of Warwick, in Rhode Island. His father 
was the proprietor of large iron works in that town ; 
and the son labored in the business a portion of his 
time. He had only a common education; but 
having a literary taste, he studied the Latin lan- 
guage, read good English authors : in which, it ap- 
pears, be acted of his own voluntary purpose and 
choice. He thus became . distinguished among his 
contemporaries, in early manhood ; and when quite 
a young man, was chosen a member of the legislative 
assembly. This was only a few years before the 
war commenced. On the intelligence of the affair at 
GoQcord and LexingtoUi in Massachusetts, A{Nril 19) 
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1776, he repaired to Cambridge, the place of ren- 
desvous of the militia of Massachusetts and other 
New England provinces, with three regiments from 
Rhode Island. The parents of Mr. Greene were of the 
Society of Friends : but this did not prevent him ini 
joining his fellow citizens in defence of civil liberty. 
A portion of tliat respectable sect of Christians were 
in favor of a defensive war, like that in which the 
people of the British colonies in America then en- 
gaged, for the support of their natural and charter 
rights. But the Q-uakers, generally, are opposed to 
war of every kind and for any purpose whatever. 
General Greene was an active officer in organizing 
the militia in 1775; and in 1776, he received a com- 
mission from the Continental Congress, no doubt 
by the recommendation of Washington, then com- 
mander-in-chief of the American army, as a Major- 
General. He always enjoyed the esteem and confi- 
dence of General VVashington-, not only as a brave 
officer, but as a man of comprehensive views and of 
excellent judgment. It has been reported, that 
Washington designated in his own mind, the com- 
mand of the army to General Greene, if by any 
event there should be a vacancy. This could have 
been merely intimated, and that to his mo?t confi- 
dential friends. Major-General Benjamin Lincoln, 
of Massachusetts, it was believed, stood next highest 
in the opinion of Washington, as a suitable character 
for that responsible station. General Greene was in 
the engagement at Trenton, December 1776, and at 
Princeton, January 1777, when great advantages oc- 
curred to the American arms, under the skilful di- 
rection and personal command of Washington ; and 
at a time of great anxiety and gloom in the country : 
and afforded prompt and efficient support to the 
commander-in-chief. The attack on the British 
forces, at that time, Avhen they were very numerous, 
and the American troops but few, was by some 

18* 
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deemed raeh and deeperate* But it wae necessary 
diat a great effort diould be made to annoy the ene- 
my, and to raise the drooping spirits of the country. 
In the battle of Germantown, October 1777, General 
Greene had command of the left wing of the army. 
The following year be was appointed Quartermas- 
ter-General ; but still retained his former rank in the 
army ; and he was in that capacity in the battle of 
Monmouth, June 1778, when his prompt services ooor 
tributed to the successes of that memorable day. In 
August of that year, he, with Lafayette, command- 
ed the troops on Rhode Island, collected to drive the 
British from Newport. — ^After the great disasters in 
South Carolina and Georgia, in the latter part of 
1779, and beginning of 1780, General Greene was ap- 
pointed to the military command in that part of 
the country : and though a long possession by the 
British troops had exhausted its resources, and 
subdued the people in various parts, be soon revived 
their spirits and hopes, by his promptness and ener* 
gy, and gave a new face to affairs in that territory. 
The enemy, before deemed altogether powerful, were 
effectually checked in many places ; and the Amer* 
ican troops, now well organized, presented a formi-* 
dable obstacle to their advances. The efforts of Gen* 
oral Greene, at this period, though not sufficient to 
conquer the British troops, or to rescue the country 
from their occupancy, prepared the way for their more 
effectual discomfiture afterwards, and for their cap- 
ture, under Lord Cornwallis, the following year. 
-Soon after the close of the war, General Greene 
settled in the State of Georgia : but survived only 
one or two years ; his health, having become much 
enfeebled by his great exposure and sufferings in the 
camp. In one of his letters, he says, ^' I was seven 
mojiths in the field, without taking off my clothes for 
a single night." He died m 1786, at the age of for- 
ty-six. His services in the war of the Revolutioo^ 
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like those of Washington, it is difficult fully to ap- 
preciate* 

GREENLEAF, Hon. BENJAMIN was born in 
Newburyport, and graduated at Harvard College, 
in the year 1751. At an early period of the Revo* 
lutionary contest, he became decided and active in 
support of civil liberty, and the rights of the Colo* 
nies. The British administration asserted a power 
over the Colonies, which had never been before ex«< 
ercised, and its' policy was arbitrary in the extreme ; 
claiming a right to bind the people here, in all cases 
whatever. Such cla,ims had never been admitted in 
the Colonies. Though always a truly loyal people, 
they contended for civil rights and civil power, fully 
equal to those enjoyed in England — to make all laws 
for their internal affairs ; especially to impose and 
collect all taxes, and to appropriate them by their 
own Representatives. The opposition and remon- 
strances to this assumption of power by the British 
Parliament, were very general ; only a few officers 
of the parent government approved or acquiesced. — 
Mr. Greenles^f was a Representative to the General 
Court, from Newburyport, several years before the 
war began, where his name appears associated with 
those of Bowdoin, Adams, and Hawley, who pre* 

{»red some important State papers, in 1770 and 1771, 
Q October 1774, Mr. Greenleaf was chosen to act as 
one of the Executive Council, as the counsellors 
appointed by the crown were not recognised by the 
Provincial Congress. Richard Derby, Jr. Esq. of 
Salem, was also elected to the council, from Essex 
County at the same time. In 1774 ^nd 1775, these 

Entlemen, with Colonel Azor Orne and Dr. Samuel 
olten, were members of the Committee of Safety 
for the Province. This was an efficient body at 
that alarming period, in proposing measures for the 
puUio defence and welfare. Hon. John Hancock 
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was the first chairman of that committee, and Gen- 
eral Joseph Warren, who fell in the Battle of 
Bunker Hill, was the second. Mr. Greenleaf was 
again chosen a member of the Supreme Executive 
Council, in 1775 and 1776, and was afterwards ap- 
pointed a judge of the Court of Common Pleas for 
Essex County. He remained a justice of that court 
several years ; and died at an advanced age. 

Jonathan Greenleaf, was also a decided and 
active patriot, and was often called to the pnbUc 
service, at this critical period ; being a delegate to 
the Essex Convention, September 1774, and to the 
Provincial Congresses of Massachusetts, October 
1774, and April and May 1775. Colonel Greenleaf 
continued in public life several years after the war 
began, and had a large share of influence with his 
colleagues. He was one of the most courteous and 
accomplished men of his day. 

GRIDLEY, JEREMIAH Esq. was an eminent 
attorney and barrister in Boston, many years. He 
received his pubhc education in Harvard College, 
and was graduated with the class of 1725. For a 
short time, about 1731, he edited a newspaper in 
Boston, called the Rehearsal, It contained essays 
on various subjects, as well as paragraphs of late 
intelligence ; and was conducted with ability. Mr. 
Gridley held the office of Attorney- General for the- 
Proyince of Massachusetts, a short time, in 1767, 
and died the same year. Several distinguished law- 
yers of the province studied with Mr. Gridley. He 
was also a Colonel of the first regiment of militia in 
the county of Suffolk, when it was considered im- 
portant to have men of talents in that station. Mr. 
Gridley was a teacher of youth for about two years 
after he left college. He was a very good classical 
scholar, and a man of extensive learning. As an 
attorney he was opposed to Otis and other eminent 
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lawyers ; but always sustained his cause with great 
power. He died in 1767, in full faith of the truth of 
the Christian religion, and in hope of a glorious im* 
mortality. 

GRIDLEY, Col. RICHARD was an eminent 
engineer, and commanded the first regiment of artil-* 
lery in Massachusetts, when the war of the Rev- 
olution began ; indeed, it was the only artillery 
regiment in the province in the early paift of the 
year 1775 ; and it was with no little difficulty 
cannon could be procured for even one regiment. — 
Colonel- Gridley had the appointment of chief engi- 
neer in April 1776, from the Provincial Congress, 
and was requested to select proper persons for ofii- 
cers in the regiment which he was to command.--- 
William Burbeck was soon after commissioned as 
Lieutenant Colonel, David Mason as first Major, and 
Scarborough Gridley as second Major. Scarborough 
Gridley was- a son of Richard. 

GRISWOLD, Hon. ROGER, was a native of Con- 
necticut, and received his public education in Yale 
College with the class of 1780. In 1811, when he 
was Governor of that Commonwealth, he received 
the honorary degree of L L D. from Harvard Uni- 
versity. Mr Griswold was a lawyer by profession, 
but early entered the unprofitable field of politics : 
and so highly were his abilities estimated by the 
people of his ^tate, that he was called to some pub- 
lic station, during the greater part of liis life. A 
true patriot who is not very ambitious of political 
distinction, will feel obliged to obey the call of his 
fellow citizens, except in cases where the conditions 
of his family and his private concerns make it im- 
proper for him to neglect them, by giving his whole 
time to the public. Mr. Griswold was several years 
a member of the national legislature ; first in the 
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House of Representatives, and then in the Senate : 
and for good judgment, political wisdom and power- 
ful argument, he had few equals in either branch of 
the federal government. Uriah Tracy and J. A. 
Hillhouse were Senators of the United Slates, from 
Connecticut, a part of the time with Mr. Griswold. 
And they also were statesmen of great ability and 
influence. They were all of the Washington school 
of politicians. He was Governor of Connecticut two 
years ; and died in 1812, while in that office. 

GRISWOLD, Hon. MATTHEW, was Lieutenant 
Governor of Connecticut several years, while Trum- 
bull was Governor in Chief; and^ afterwards, was 
chief magistrate in 1784, and 1785 ; having suc- 
ceeded Governor Trumbull. Governor Griswold 
was president of the convention in Connecticut, in 
January 1788, which was held to consider and decide 
on the adoption of the Constitution of the United 
States, formed by the national convention at Phila- 
delphia, in 1787. Connecticut was the fifth State 
by which the federal constitution was accepted. It 
was adopted by Massachusetts soon after, February 
1788. Governor Griswold had a high character for 
political integirity- and his patriotism and his love 
of civil liberty w^re fully evinced by his public 
services from 1770 to the close of the Revolutionary 
war. He was an able supporter of the wise meas- 
ures of Governor Trumbull during that eventful 
period. xA.nd Connecticut was always found true to 
herself, and to the great cause in which all the colo- 
nies were then engaged. For several generations, 
individuals of the Griswold family have held high 
stations in the Commonwealth of Connecticut ; and 
shared largely in the esteem and confidence of their 
fellow citizens. 
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HANCOCK, Hon. JOHN L L. D. was a native 
of Braintree, now Quincy, ^here his father was an 
ordained Congregational minister ; and received his 
public education in Harvard College. He was grad- 
uated in the year 1754, at the early age of sixteen. 
His uncle, Thomas Hancock, a rich merchant of 
Boston, took him into his counting room, on his 
leaving college, where he had a rare opportunity of 
acquiring a knowledge of mercantile business and 
pursuits; as great as might have been attained with 
any merchant in the country. The uncle died while 
Mr. Hancock was a young man, and bequeathed 
him a great portion of his large estate ; for he had 
no children. Mr. Hancock was uncommonly rich 
for that period, both in navigation and real estate. 
He had a fine person and courteous manners ; and 
was one of the most popular men of his day, at the 
age of twenty-five, thirty, and thirty-five. The 
British officers and agents courted him ; for he had 
great influence. Office was tendered him, but he 
refused it. And when his decision was fully appar- 
ent in favor of civil liberty and the rights of the col- 
ony, the agents of the royal cause became inveterate 
against him, and pursued him with more maHce and 
revenge than they did most other whigs. When par- 
don was oflfered, in April 1775, by General Gage, to 
all who would submit to British authority, and re- , 
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turn to their allegiance to the parent government in 
England, John Hancock and Samuel Adams were 
excepted from the general amnesty. Before the 
war began, Mr. Hancock was chosen a Represent- 
ative from Boston for several years ; and was also 
elected a Counsellor, but received the negative of the 
Governor. On one occasion he was chosen Speaker 
of the House ; but in that case also the Governor in- 
terposed his negative to the election of the Representa- 
tives. — When a Provincial Congress was convened 
at Salem, in October 1774, whence it immediately 
adjourned and met at Concord, Mr. Hancock was 
one of the six delegates from Boston, and was chosen 
the President. He was a member and President of 
the second Provincial Congress of Massachusetts 
which met at Cambridge, in February 1776. Be- 
fore the third Provincial Congress convened, May 
1775, Mr. Hancock was appointed a Delegate from 
Massachusetts to the second Continental Congress 
then assembled in Philadielphia. On his return how- 
ever, from that Congress, in the summer of 1775, for 
some time he had a seat in the Provincial Con- 
gress ; and was also a member, and the president of 
the committee of safety, chosen in Massachusetts, in 
November 1774, and again in May 1775. 

On the death of Mr. Randolph of Virginia in 1775, 
Mr. Hancock was elected President of the Continen- 
tal Congress ; and held that place, when the solemn 
Declaration of Independence was made by that 
august assembly, on the fourth of July 1776. His 
name is first on that precious list of patriots, wise 
and virtuous, who asserted the politcal rights and 
liberties of three millions of freemen, spread over 
thirteen States or Provinces, in opposition to the 
power of Great Britain, and at the risk of her high 
resentment and tyrannical vengeance. The danger 
.was great ; the prospect was obscured by alarming 
apprehensions ; but the course appeared necessary ; 
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the dttty of defending and preserving the civil bless- 
ings so long enjoyed, for posterity, was believed to be 
imperative. The only alternative was independence 
ot submission to ail the acts, however arbitrary and 
oppressive, of .a foreign government, in which the 
people in the colonies were not represented. No in- 
dividual in the United States made greater sacrifices 
than Mr. Hancock in support of the cause of the 
rights of the colonists, in 1775 : very few indeed, 
made as great. He put at hazard his immense es- 
tates. — His property in Boston^ was very great ; but 
he readily exposed it to loss for the public good ; re- 
questing Washington, in the winter of 1776-76, not 
to withhold his hand from the destruction of real es- 
tate in Boston, if he could thereby drive the British 
army from the province. In 1780, Mr. Han- 
cock was chosen governor of Massachusetts, on the 
adoption of the State Constitution at that time. He 
was also annually elected chief iuagistrate until his 
death in 1793, except for two years, when Mr. Bow- 
doin was chosen; being the years 1785 and 1786. 
Mr. Hancock left no children ; he had one son who 
died at the age of fourteen. He had the character of 
a generous man, being kind to the poor, especially io 
the clergy, who in his time suffered much by the de- 
preciation of paper money. — But he was charged 
with undue negligence in paying small debts which 
be owed to the mechanics. Not that he was reputed 
dishonest or unjust ; but careless of attending prompt- 
ly to the demands of small creditors. Public duties 
and services might sometimes, perhaps, be pleaded as 
an excuse for such inattention. But a public man, or 
one eminent for his public services, may not justly 
neglect his more private duties and obligations. 

HARRIS, Rev. THADDEUS M. D. D. was born 
ID Charlestown, near Boston, and received his educa- 
tion in Harvard College ; where he had a degree in the 
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year 1787. When Charlestown was burnt by the 
British troops, on the 17th of June, 1775, the parents 
and ffimily of Mr. Harris fled from the town, wholly 
destitute even of comfortable clothing, excepting what 
they usually wore. They had not time to-take any- 
thing with them. Young Harris was then between 
eight and nine years of age. The family suffered 
much, and he with them. He had always a taste for 
reading and study ; and when he could find oppor- 
tunity he was devoted to books. He was desirous t)f a 
literary education, and his parents resolved, if it were 
possible, to give him one, but they had little hope of 
accomplishing their purposes. He, however, was 
studious ; and trusting to Providence, they favored 
his wishes ; and when he was fifteen, they entered 
him a student of the college, and found friends to 
assist in his education there. Thomas Russell, 
then an eminent merchant of Boston, but a native 
of Charlestown, generously contributed funds for 
the purpose : for he had witnessed or heard of the 
studious habits and moral worth of Mr. Harris. 
Soon after leaving college, where he made very 
commendable proficiency in learning,- Mr. Harris 
made choice of theology, as a professional study ; 
and after three years began to preach occasionally. 
In the meantime he was elected librarian of the col- 
lege ; and being young and not desirous of an imme- 
diate settlement in the ministry, he continued several 
years in that station. And here he had an oppot- 
tunity, which he carefully improved, of obtaining a 
correct knowledge of most works in theology and 
ecclesiastical history, as well as on subjects of gen- 
« eral literature. He was early chosen a member of 
the Historical Society ; and assisted Dr. Belknap, 
the founder of that society, in collecting and classi- 
fying- the volumes and pamphlets which composed 
its library, for the first three or fonr years. In 1798, 
Dr. Harris, was ordained over the Oongregational 
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CSiurch and Society ib Dorchester. He continued the 
pastor of that church until the feeble state of his 
health, in 1S39, obliged him to< relinquish the com- 
mon labors of the pulpit, and ask for a dismission. 
With reluctance on the part of the people, this was 
granted ; but they continued to cherish strong feel- 
ings of regard and friendship for him, while he lived : 
And at their request several times preached to them 
in public. Dr. Harris died the third of April 1842, 
after a short illness, but he had enjoyed little health 
for several years. He was a good scholar, and a la- 
borious student. He published several sermons, all 
which discover good taste and judgment, and a de- 
sire to be useful, and to ^spread important informa- 
tion in the community. His ^^ natural history of the 
bible" is an ingenious work, and has, passed 
through several editions, both in England and 
America. He published a volume of travels in the 
Western States, several years before his death, which 
was entertaining and descriptive of the then newly 
settled regions of the " far west." His life of Gen- 
eral Oglethorpe, published about a year before his 
death, discovers great research, and is honorable to 
his taste and ability as a literary man. 

HATHORNE, WILLIAM Esq. was a citizen of 
Salem during the half part of his life. He removed 
to this ancient town from Dorchester in 1636. He 
was then a man of distinction ; for it was considered 
a public benefit by the people of Salem that he should 
become an inhabitant of the town. They noticed 
and rewarded him, giving him, successively for 
several years, the most important offices they could 
bestow. He was a leading man in the church, when 
Rev. John HigginsiHi, son of their first minister, Mr. 
Francis Higginson, was installed as pastor of the 
church in 1660. '* Brother Major William Hathorne, 
with the deacons, imposed hands, in presence of the 
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in Sunday sohoola, which hare eontyiboted mmadt^ 
in the present age, to die literary a^d moral hem^t 
of the rising generation. In these labors of piety 
and benevolence, be was often a coadjutor witti Rer. 
Dr. Nathan Parker, a kindred spirit, and an angel of 
mercy and of love to many an ignorant, heavy laden 
sinner. Mr. Haven published several orations de- 
livered on pnblic occasions ; and essays in the 
periodicals of his time on various subjects, eh^fly 
political. He may justly be considered a literary 
character, and an enlightened philanthropist. The 
memory of such men as Haven and Galltsoii, 
should be held precious by their survivors. Mr. 
Haven died in 1827, at the age gI thirty-six. 

HAWLEY, Hon. JOSEPH may justly be placed 
in the first class of patriots, who zealously and ably 
remonstrated against British aggression in tte 
memorable period of 1770-1775. He received his 
education in Yale College, aiid was graduated in 
the year 1742. The profession of law was his 
choice, and he practised in the County of Hamp- 
shire, many years, with distinguished reputation. 
Like James Otis, he was ardent, and sometimes pre- 
cipitate ; but he did not act or decide without a good 
degree of examination and inquiry. He easily per* 
ceived the right course, and was not slow to pursue 
it. He might be said to be bold, rather than rasb: 
and independent rather than desperate. He was 
one of the first who openly declared, that " we 
should be obliged to defend our rights by force, if we 
would maintain them ; and that if we would pre- 
serve our liberty we must fight for it." He was in 
the General Court several years before the Revoto- 
tionary war began : and a member of all the import- 
ant committees af^ointed in that alarming period. 
These committees were very generally composed of 
James Otis, Jr., Samuel Adams, Joseph Hawley, and 
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two or three others, '^ — as Samuel Dexter, James 
Bowdoin, John Hancock, John Adams. He was 
often chairman of the committee, and sometimes 
prepared the resolves offered : though James Otis' 
and. Samuel Adams were more frequently the writers 
of the resolutions reported and adopted. — Mr. Haw- 
ley was one of the committee in 1770, to correspond 
with other Provinces. He was chairman of the 
coiDmittee of the Provincial Congress, in October 
1774, to consider the state ,of the country, ,&c., 
which was a very important one ; for the measures 
to be adopted, would be such as they should pro- 
pose. To the other two Provincial Congresses, in 
February 1775, and May 1775, he was also jeturned 
a delegate ; and had the cbatacter of one of the 
most useful members. He early perceive^J the im- 
portance of taking possession of the old British forts 
on lake Champlain ; and advised to send men to 
seize the cannon deposited there. He continued in 
the General Court, several years alFter 1775 ; and 
until his infirm health rendered it proper for him to 
retire from public life. In the time of the insurrec* 
tion, in 1786, however, he raised his patriotic voice 
in favor of government apd law, and decidedly op- 
posed the mad schemes of the disorganizers who at^ 
tempted to prevent the regular course of justice and 
of constitutional authority. In his old age, he di^* 
covered a very religious and devout spirit; and died 
in strong faith of the Christian revelation. 

HAYNES, Hon. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
1633, three years after the large company which 
came with Winthrop. He was one of the^ best edur 
cated men who early settled in New England. The 
year after he arrived, he was elected (me of the 
Board of Assistants, which at that time exercised 
-most of the authority, legislative, judicial, and ex-' 
excutive, in the Colony. For the three first years, a 
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House of Deputies was not known. The charier pro*- 
vided that the whole bod^ of freemen, or members 
of the company, should meet and choose the Gov*- 
ernor, Lieutenant Governor and Assistants; and 
they did little more. , But in 1 634, two Deputies 
were chosen in each town or plantation, then consist- 
ing of six ; and they met, not only to assess and ap- 
portion a tax, but also to act. with the Governor and 
Assistants in making the laws. In 1635, Mr. Haynes 
was chosen Governor — a proof of his eminence and 
worth. In 1636 he removed out of the jurisdiction 
of Massachusettis Bay, and settled at Hartford, with 
others belonging to the church of Rev. Messrs. Hook« 
er and Stone. He there had the election of the peo- 
ple for Governor, the greater portion of the time, till 
his death, in 1654. He belonged to the puritanical 
school, and was a very pious character : but seems to 
have been more disposed to tolerate men of different 
opinions, than many of the rulers of that period. He 
acquiesced in some measure in the views of Roger 
Williams, and was willing he should enjoy his opin* 
ions without any legal restraint. In conversation with 
that eccentric man, he said, '^ he thought God might 
design this new world for all sorts of consciences." 
Few were so learned in the laws of England as Gov- 
ernor Haynes J probably none equal to him in this 
respect, but Winthrop and Bellingham. 

HAYWARD, LEMUEL M. D. was a native of 
Braintree, now Quincy, and received his public 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 1767. 
Dr. Hayward settled in Boston, and there com- 
menced his professional career. But the important 
dispute with England, which soon after occurred, 
absorbed all other concerns ; and he, with other sons 
of Harvard College, engaged warmly in the contro- 
versy. The number of those who were engaged in 
Uie cabinet or the field, on the side of civil liberty, in 
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1775, who had been educated in that seminary was 
not less than one hundred and forty. Dr. Hayward 
waiS sometime a snrgeon in the military department 
of the country. And when peace was restored in 
1783, he resumed his practice as a physician in Bos- 
ton, which was extensive, and attended to by him^ 
with great fidelity, and with no ordinary suc- 
cess ; especially in reference to the small pox, which 
often prevailed in the time of his professional prac- 
tice. Dr. Hayward was an original member of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society ; and sometime 
one of the executive council of the association. As a 
citizen and a friend, he shared largely in the respect 
and esteem of his contemporaries. He survived to 
the age of seVenty-two years, and died in 1821. 

HEATH, Hon. WILLIAM a respectabte farmer, 
and citizen of Roxbury, engaged with great zeal in 
the contest for civil liberty sometime before the war 
began. He was an active member of the General 
Court from 1771 to 1774 ; and was one of the com- 
mittee for corresponding with the other colonial as- 
semblies, at that very critical period. Mr. Heath 
was a delegate to the Provincial Congress of Massa* 
chusetts, in October 1774, and in February 1775.— 
He early discovered traits of character, which qual- 
ified him for military command. In October 1774, 
it was proposed by the Provincial Congress of Mas- 
sachusetts, that twenty-five regiments be organized. 
Colonel Heath raised and had command of a regi- 
ment in the course of a few months from that time ; 
and nearly the whole number was raised before May 
1776 : The affair at Lexington and Concord, 19th 
April, hastened the completion of the regiments.-^ 
In that month twenty-two regiments were full, and 
three others which were partly formed. In Decem- 
ber, I. Thomas and Heath were appointed Brigadier- 
Generals : in June 1775, tfaey were appointed to the 
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same office, under General Washington, by the Con- 
tinental Congress— Ward and Putnam were appoint- 
ed Major-Generals at the same time. Heath was 
also chosen Major-General by the Provincial Con- 
gress of Massachusetts, on the 20th June, in the room 
of Major-General Joseph Warren, slain on Bunker 
Hill, on the 17th ; and a few days before Washing- 
ton took the chief command of the troops at Cam- 
bridge, on the third of July. The next year Heath 
received a commission as Major-General in the Con- 
tinental army, and condpued in the military service 
of the country till the close of the war, in 1783. — 
Gen. Heath was in the field, April 19, 1775 ; anii 
rendered great service in pursuing the British troops in 
their retreat from Concord to Boston. After the war, 
Gen. Heath returned to his farm ; and, as did most 
of the oflBicers of the Revolutionary army, attend- 
ed to agricultural pursuits ; while others engaged in 
occupations proper for gaining subsistence for their 
families. They left the public service poor, after 
seven or eight years ; and became good Citizens, 
supporters of law and order ; and thus giving a glo- 
rious example " of laying down arms taken up for 
the defence of the country and its liberties." Gen- 
eral Heath was a member of the House and of the 
^ Senate some years after the war ; and was also sev- 
" eral years Judge of Probate for the county of Nor- 
folk, when that county was set off from Suffolk, in 
1793. He died in 1814, at an advanced age, being 
about eighty. With many of the officers of the Rev- 
olutionary army, he considered the war of 1812, as 
unwise and improper, not being necessary for the 
defence of the liberties or independence of the coun- 
try. He never lost the citizen in the soldier ; and 
was only for war, for the defence and safety of the 
Republic. 

HEMMENWAY, Rev. MOSES D. D. was edu- 
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cated in Harvard College, and received his degree 
in the year 1755. He afterwards settled in the town 
of Wells, Maine, where he devoted himself to the 
important benevolent work of the Christian ministry, 
with remarkable fidelity and prudence ; ever care- 
fully avoiding vain disputes and controversies ; but 
ready to defend the truths of revelation, and to sup- 
port the rights of the congregational churches. He 
made no display in delivering his discourses ; but 
they were well studied, argumentative, and calcu- 
lated to enlighten, to impress and to improve. His 
modesty was very great ; and equalled only by his 
moral worth and his real merit. He wrote in de- 
fence of infant baptism; and also on the proper 
qualifications of church members. In some of his 
publications he opposed the extreme of Calvinism; 
for in his day, that system was so explained and 
pressed by a few theologians, that it was believed 
it went to a denial of the moral powers of men, and 
represented them as under a necessity to choose and 
act in all cases precisely as they did. Dr. Hemmen- 
way, Dr. West, and others, contended for a liberty 
of action, and for freedom of the will ; so that it 
might be justly said, men had a self-determining 
power ; but not to such an extent as to be independ- 
ent of divine influence and aid. Dr. Hemmenway 
was a pattern for all controversial writers. There 
was no bitterness of spirit, no disposition to misrep- 
resent, and no want of candor, to be detected in any 
of his writings ; and he evidently contended for truth, 
and not for victory. Rev. Daniel Little was his neigh- 
bor; and two more apostolic ministers, or who 
were more like the primitive Christians, in their uni- 
form conduct and conversation, could not be easily 
mentidhed. 

HENSHAW, Col. JOSEPH was a citizen of 
Leicester, and received his public education in Har- 
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vard College in 1748. He engaged with zeal in the 
cause of civil liberty, in the memorable period of 
1770, and afterwards. When a convention was held 
in the county of Worcester, August 1774, he had a 
iseat therein as a delegate from his native town ; and 
was among the most active members of the conven- 
tion. He was also a^ delegate to the Provincial Con- 
gress in Massachusetts, October 1774, and again 
in February 1775, where he acted a conspicuous 
part. The beginning of the same year Mr. Henshaw 
received a commission as a Colonel, with authority 
to raise a regiment of men. But he was not suo- 
oessful in his efforts to raise a competent number of 
men for a regiment, ; for fifteen regiments had then 
been recently organized, and some of them were 
deficient of the full number required : though in 
April and May 1775, twenty-two full regiments 
were raised and equipped. Two or three regi- 
ments had then been organized in the county of 
Worcester. Mr. Henshaw was however employed 
by the Provincial Congress on important business 
relating to the public welfare, and in collecting mil- 
itary stores for the army raised at that time. 

HENSHAW, Col.' WILLIAM was also a citizen 
of Leicester, and one of the delegates from that town 
to the county convention held at Worcester in Au- 
gust 1774 : and he acted as secretary of that assem- 
bly. It was composed of two of the most respecta- 
ble citizens of every town in the county ; from some 
towtts however there were three, And from a few but 
one iielegate. In the Spring of 1775, when the 
militia were organized and put under command of 
General Artemas Ward, Colonel Henshaw was ap- 
pointed by him an Adjutant-General of thai tempo- 
rary army : Colonel Samuel Brewer, was also com- 
missioned as Adjutant-General about the same time; 
his department being at Roxbury , where one divis- 
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Giraeral Jobn Tbo^i^ius. brewer wa^ proposed by 
GF6oesal TboauMs for . thai; ojQice. 

HIOGINSON, Hon. STEPHEN wasanaUveof 
Salem, Maasacbuaetts, where the family had lived 
fcom the fir^t Bettiein^it of the country, ip 1629. A 
small company mnder Endicpt 6tx»t landed there in 
Sept. 1628. The year after were added about three 
hundred and twenty ; among which were Rev. Mr. 
Higginson, and Rev. Mr. Skelton. Mr. Higginson 
died in 1630, — and a son of his was afterwards 
pastor of the Salem Church, and lived to a great 
age, nioety-foar. Stephen Higginson was a de- 
seendaat of the last named, and of the fourth gen- 
eration from him. He early engaged in commerce 
and navtgataoa ; and being of an active, enterprising 
spirit, Eioon became eminent as a merchant His 
education was good, although not public or colle* 
giate ; for in his time, young men, intended for mer- 
cantile pursuits, jpeceived more instruction in geogra- 
phy and arithmetic than others. Mr. Higginson 
also, while a young man, attended more to the sub- 
ject of histoiry and politics than most of his age and 
time. (lis family friends were among the better in- 
finrmed of that day ; and he would not fail to profit 
faysnoh-an advantage. In 1774, he visited Great 
ftitain on business, and in the Spring of 1775, was 
called to the bar of the House of Commons, to give a 
statement of ^th^ ood fishery of Massachusetts ; a 
pethian being then before Parliament to prevent the 
yassB^e of a bill there petiding to prohibit, that busi- 
ness^ or to cestiict it injuriously. He stated that it 
woqU be very distressing to a great number of the 
people-^tbat seven hundred vessels, from twenty to 
eeveoty tons, srt^e engaged in the business, about 
' fi>rty-twa fauiKlr^ men employed, besides. about half 
^iuu nombwlo euie th0 fieh on .shore; and three 
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thousand and fifty yessels, from fifty to one hundred 
and eighty tons employed to carry the fish to foreign 
markets, giving employment to three-thousandr-^ 
that, if the fishery were forbidden^ ten thousand 
men would hare to seek bu&iness in other countries. 
This statement was misrepresented, and some blame 
was cast upon him, on his return. But the Com- 
mittee of Safety in Salem, declared their satisfaction 
with his conduct. And a committee of the Provin- 
cial Congress, appointed to examine the case, report- 
ed in favor of Mr. Higginson, and declared his con- 
duct just and honorable. Mr. Higginson was a dele- 
gate in the Continental Congress from Massachu- 
setts, in 1783, but his mercantile engagements were 
such that he remained in Congress only one year. 
He ranked among the first merchants, both for intel- 
ligence and probity. He survived to upwards of 
eighty years; having retired from all public busi- 
ness and cares for several years before his decease. 

BILLIARD, Rev. TIMOTHY was born at Ken- 
sington, in New Hampshire and had a degree in 
Harvard College, in the year 1764. He was a tntor 
in that seminary from 1768 to 1771, and afterwards 
received ordination over the church and society at 
Barnstable in Massachusetts. In 1784, he was in- 
stalled as pastor of the first church in Cambridge, 
and continued in that station till his death, in 1790. 
Mr. Hilliard was a good scholar, an able theologian, 
and a serious, practical preacher ; but his elocution 
was not very attractive. His religious views were 
evangelical, but not Calvinijstic. His desire was to 
preach the doctrines of the gc»pel, and not the tenets 
of any fallible uninspired man; The sermons be 
published, delivered at ordinations, afford evidence 
of his enlarged and catholic sentiments. He preach- 
ed at the ordination of Dr. Howard, SfMringfield ; of 
Rey. Dr; Wate, of Hingham; and of B«r- Dn 



drew9y of Newburyport. Mr. Hilliard possessed re- 
markable talents for social intercourse ; he. was comr 
muaicalive and cheerful, yet always sober, grave, 
and edifying in his conversation. Two of his sons 
were sometime in the ministry in Maine. 

HINCKLEY, Hon. THOMAS came to Ply. 
mouth, when a child, with his father and family ; 
-they resided a short time at Plymouth, then at Scit- 
uate, for a few years, and afterwards at Barnstable. 
The family probably belonged to Rev. Mr. Lothrpp's 
'Church, who came to Plymouth in 1634 — and after 
a short residence removed to Barnstable, and there 
died. Mr. Hinckley was chosen an assistant for 
Plymouth Colony, in 1658; and was annually 
elected to the same place, until he was chqsen Gov- 
ernor, in 1681, at near the age of sixty. He was 
dder thauihis predecessor. Gov. Josiah Winslow. He 
received the election to the Governor's chair till the 
time of Dudley and Andros, in 1686, who were ap- 
pointed by James H, on his annulling the first char- 
ter. When the charter of 1691, was granted by 
king William, for Massachusetts, Plymouth Colony 
was included in the province ; but Governor Hinck- 
ley was one of the Executive Counbil, William 
Bradford, B. Lothrop, and J. Walley, were the 
other members from Plymouth. Governor Hinckley 
reached the age of eighty-four, and died in 1703. 
He was one of the leading characters in Plymouth 
Colony, of the second generation. He had the 
character of an intelligent and religious man. 

HITCHCOCK, Rev. GAD D. D. received his 
first degree in Harvard College, in the year 1743 ; 
and four years after was ordained as the pastor of 
Ihe Congregational Church and Society in Pembroke, 
in the county of Plymouth. He was an able and 
arguotentative preacher, but his elocution was not 



rerj pleasant or commanding. He posseflsed a 
strong mind, and vas inquisiti^ and independeia 
as a theologian, The foible was bis only text*book 
and guide, with little reirerence for the systems of 
divinity, which most in his day, studied and follow- 
ed. He did not profess the Athanasian or Calvinistic 
cr^ed ; he was indeed opposed to them ; and was al- 
ways ready to give his reasons for rejecting them, 
with meekness, in the langnage of inspired Scrip- 
ture. He lived to a great age, and was highly es- 
teemed for his Christian conversation and deport- 
ment. 

HOBART, Rev. NEHEMIAH was a son of Rev. 
Peter Hobart, first minister at Hingham, and re- 
ceived his public education in Harvard College with 
the class of 1667. He had the character of >pne of 
the first scholars of his time. He was a fellow of 
the college, and *lso Vice-President for some time n£- 
terwards, and when it was usual to give to one of 
the corporation or fellows that title. This was the 
case about the close of the seventeenth and in the 
early part of the eighteenth century. Rev. Mr. Mor- 
ton of Charlestown, was called the Vice-President of 
the college in 1696 ; and Rev. Samuel Willard of 
Boston, was also Vice^resident in 1701. Mr. Ho- 
bart was the settled pastor of the church and society 
in Newtown, and was ordained there in 1674; and 
died in the year 1712. If his epitaph does not flat- 
ter, he was a learned theologian, a useful fellow of 
the college, and a faithful pastor of the church of 
Christ over which he was placed. His brother, 
Gershom Hobart, was minister of the church and 
congregation in Groton, Massachusetts; but a dis* 
pute arose about his salary, and he was dismissed 
from his pastoral office therte. Nehenliah Hobart, a 
nephew of the above named, was long the settled 
minister of the secoird church in Hingham, now call* 
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ed Gk^iafiiset. . He reoeiy^d a. degree in Harvard Cal^ 
lege 1714 ; and w^ ordained in 1721, and died ia 
1740. 

HOLMES, Rev. ARIEL D. D. was a native of 
Pomfret, in the State of Connecticut, and had lii^ 
public education in Yale College, with the class of 
1783. He was sometime a tutor in that seminary; 
and afterwards received ordination over a Congrega^ 
tional church and society in Georgia; but did not 
continue, many years in that place. The climate 
proved unfavorable to his health. He returned to 
New England, and in 1791 was installed as pastor of 
the first church and congregation in Cambridge. In 
this station he remained until the year 1828, when 
his connection with that society was dissolved. Dr. 
Holmes was a faithful and able minister of the gos- 
pel ; and was anxious for the spiritual welfare of his 
people. He was studious in his habits; and his 
publications are numerous and valuable* Several 
of bis occasional sermons were published * and all 
bear witness to his learning and good principles. He 
wrote the life of Dr. Stiles, President of Yale College ; 
American Annals, in two volumes, a work of much 
labor, and great accuracy : besides several interest- 
ing articles in the Historical Collections. Dr. Holmes 
possessed social and kind feelings, and was much 
endeared to a large circle of acquaintance. He died 
in 1837, at the age of seventy-four, 

Ml 

HOLTEN, Hon. SAMUEL was a citizen of Dan- 
vers, and an eminent physician in i that town for 
many years; but he early engaged in political life. 
He had a seat in the General Assembly of Masssa- 
chusetts, a few years before the war of the RevoliW 
tlon ; and ranked among the very decided advocates 
for civil liberty. He was a delegate to the conven- 
tion in Essex county^ in September 1774, a numer-> 
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ons and bi§fhlr respectable body, of whieli were Jer^ 
emiah Lee, \Tristratn' I>alton, R. D^fby, T. Picker-^ 
ing, Jr., J. Gerri^h, J. Greenleaf, S. Cross, A. Ome, 
EL Gerry, &€. Resolves were passed, on that occa- 
sion, trnly patriotic bnt loyal ; and indicatire of a 
regard for constitutional law and order, as well as 
strong attachment to civil liberty, for the mainte* 
nance of which they met to consult. Dr. Holten 
was a member of the several provincial congresses of 
Massachusetts, October 1774, and February and 
May 1775 ; and part of the last year one of the com- 
mittee of safety, to which was entrusted the execu- 
tive business of the Province at that alarming peri- 
od. When a committee was chosen by the first con- 
gress to consider and report as to the state of the pro- 
vince, he was one. And he was chosen, in July 177^, 
a member of the Supreme Executive Council, by the 
House of Representatives ; for the authority of Gov. 
Gage and themandlamii^counsellors was then rejected* 
The men who attended these congresses, in 1774 and 
1775, and those who took up arms at that critical 
period, merit the highest gratitude and praise which 
their children and posterity can award them. They 
were not desperate or heedless innovaters, but sober, 
religious characters, friends of equal laws and of le- 
gitimate government — ^but resolved to have laws ac- 
cording to their charter and the great principles df 
the British constitution — and therefore exposed them- 
selves to all imaginable dangers and losses, and 
made the greatest personal exertions in defence of 
the civil rights and liberties long enjoyed by the 
people of the colony and the province. They pur- 
sued all lawful and reascHiable means for a redress 
of grievances — ^but all was in vain : And then it 
was, and not till then, that they resolved to contend 
for freedom by an appeal to arms. Dr. Holten was 
chosen a member of the Continental Congress by the 
legislature, in 1778 ; and was again a member in 
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170ft He mftet wards held the office of Judge of 
Probate, and had aseat on the bench of the Oommoiii 
Pleae in the countj of Essex. He also had a seat at 
the council board for several years before he was 
Judge of Probate. Judge Holten died in 1816, aged 
seventy-eight; and his character both as a public 
agent and a private citizen, is held in great respect. 

HOLYOKE, EDWARD A. M. D. L L. D. was 

a son of President Holyoke of Harvard College ; and 
received a degree in that seminary with the class of 
1746. He chose the medical profession, and was 
a distinguished physician in Salem more than seven- 
ty years. He reached the uncommon age of one 
hundred and one : and retained a good degree of 
health and strength until about a year before his de- 
cease. He was an original member of the Massa^ 
chusetts Medical Society, formed in 1761 ; and 
sometime the president. His life was useful rather 
than brilliant ; and though he was esteemed as a 
learned man, he was too modest to assume any great 
merit on the score of science, or to make a boast of 
his literary treasures. 

HOPKINS, ESEK was a native of Rhode Island, 
and a brother of Stephen Hopkins, sometime Gov- 
ernor of that Colony, and a member of the first Con*^ 
tinental Congress. Mr. Hopkins received a commis- 
sion from Congress in the year 1775, as commander 
of the naval force of the country ; and was styled 
Commodore, and sometimes Admiral, in the papers 
of that period. In the winter of 1775-76, he re« 
paired to the Delaware ; and in February, with a _ 
squadron of six armed vessels, but all small except 
the ship in which he was, sailed by order of Con- 
gress for the south, to check the depredations made 
bf vessels sent out by I^rd Dunmore,- then the 
Governor of Virginia. — He proceeded thence to the 
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vicinity o£ the Bahama Islands, and made an attack 
on New Providence. He effected a landing of eight 
hundred men, and seized cannon and other stores 
and goods^ which he brought off. He also took 
Mr. Browne, the Grovernor of the place. — On his 
return, he captured two armed vessels near Long 
Island, belonging to the British, which had an- 
noyed the coasters and small craft belonging to 
Americans. He also met the Glasgow, a British 
sloop-of-war, but suffereji her to escape, when it 
was thought, by proper spirit and exertion, he 
might have taken her. Captain Hopkins con- 
tinued in public service only a i^iort time, after this 
cruise. He was dismissed by Congress, a few 
months after his return, on a charge of having ex- 
ceeded his instructions in the attack on New Provi- 
dence ; and for want of proper efforts, or courage, to 
capture the Glasgow. He was ever esteemed a 
brave man ; so that it was supposed his dismission 
from the naval service was owing to his disobedience 
or disregard of orders, when he made an attack on 
New Providence. It was considered necessary that 
all military commanders, whether 0/ the army or na-* 
vy, should strictly conform to their instructions. It 
would be well ii all military officers would recog- 
nize this principle. In a republican and free govern- 
ment, where laws are to govern, it is necessary that 
the sword, and he who wields it, should be subject 
to the civil power. 

HOPKINS, Hon. STEPHEN was a citizen and a 
native of Rhode Island ; and descended from one of 
that name,^ who was of the company which cattie 
in the May-flower, and settled in Plymouth in 1620. 
Mr. Hopkins was Governor of Rhode Island, in 
1775: and tpok a debided part in defence of civil 
liberty, at that memorable period. He held corres- 
pondence with the leading whigs of Massachusetts^ 
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of that day, and with the Provincial Congress h^ . 
at Watertown and Cambridge, in April and May 
1775. ' He approved and aided in their measures for 
defending the constitutional rights and liberties <^ 
the colonies; and authorized the march of the mil i^ 
tia of Rhode Island, under General Greene, to Cam- 
bridge, to act in concert with the troops there assem-* 
bled, after the affair at Lexington and Concord, on the 
19th of April, from different parts of Massachusetts, 
from New Hampshire and Connecticut. Mr. Hop.- 
kins was a delegate from Rhode Island to the Con- 
tinental Congress, which met atPhiladel|Jhia, in Oc- 
tober 1774 : And one of the subscribers to the 
Declaration of Independence by that Congress, iti 
July 4th, 1776. He continued sometime in public 
hfe after this period, but he was tiien far advanced 
in years. He published an interesting account, but 
not full and complete, of the early history of Rhode 
Island ; stating the ill treatment of Roger Williams 
by Massachusetts, and the persecution, which 
caused the settlements in that colony at different 
times. He aimed, no doubt, to write with impar- 
tiahty and candor ; and generally did so ; but there 
is a spice of prejudice against the puritans of/ 
Plymouth and Massachusetts, for their alleged intol- 
erance. — The cause he defends, however, is the 
cause of truth and humanity ; Roger Williams and 
some others were severely persecuted ; but their con- 
duct was often so imprudent, so interfering with 
concerns not their own. and so disorganizing in its 
tendency, that the peace and stability of Massachu- 
setts colony and churches, required more strictness 
towards non-conformists and strangers, than other 
times and circumstances would justify. 

HOOKER, Rev. THOMAS came to Massachu- 
setts in the year 1633, at the same time with Rev* 
John Cotton and Rev. Samuel Stone. After residing 
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at Cambridge about one year, Mr. Hooker and Mr. 
Stone, with most who came over with them, not 
finding so much vacant land in the vicinity as they 
desired, proposed to remove to Connecticut river, 
then lately discovered, and supposed to be a place 
for the accommodation of a large company. The 
Dutch, from Manhattan, had previously visited the 
place, and claimed it ; and the people of Plymouth 
also took possession of a spot a little higher up than 
Hartford, and set up a temporary house or shed for 
the purpose of trading with the Indians. This was 
the occasion of some^difliculty ; but all was amica- 
bly settled. In 1635 and 1636, several families went 
from Cambridge to Hartford ; and some from Dor- 
chester to Windsor. Messrs. Hooker and Stone, ac- 
companied by Governor Haynes, removed to Hart- 
fort, in 1636 ; and there made a permanent settlement. 
Mr. Hooker was an able and learned divine, and a 
faithful and powerful preacher. His praise was in 
all the churches of the land while he lived.' His 
opinion was sought, and his judgment confided in, 
where there were disputes in the church. His 
fame was also great in England: and he and 
Mr. Cotton were much feared, on account of their 
non-conformity, and their learning, which qualified 
them to show the errors and abuses of the English 
hierarchy. 

HOWARD, Rev. SIMEON D. D. was bom in 

Bridge water, and educated in Harvard College, 
where he received his first degree, in 1758. He 
early made choice of the Christian ministry for his 
profession ; but, though not very young, chose to 
devote sometime to the study of theology. He 
passed one year, the seventh after he received his 
degree, as a tutor in the College ; and, in 1767, was 
ordained pastor of the We^t Church in Boston, as 
successor of the celebrated Dr. Mayhew. Mr, 
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Horward was r^niarkable for sobriety and good con- 
duct, from his youth. He had great simplicity pf 
character ; and, while reserve and grave in his de^ 
portaient, he displayed^ an uniformlv cheerful dispo- 
sition. Dr. Howard possessed good talents, and was 
respectable as a scholar. As a writer, he was cor^^ 
rect, methodical, andxargumisntative; but less at- 
tractive, and less original, than his predecessor. His 
dermons were scriptural, evangelical, and practical ; 
and could not well be preached without producing 
a good effect : yet they were generally inferior to 
those which Dr. Mayhew gave to the public. Dr. 
Howard was a useful member of several learned and 
benevolent societies ; and at the same time faithfully 
performed his duties as a minister of the gospel. — 
^veral of his discourses, delivered on public occa- 
sions, were published ; and ranked among the good 
pulpit performances of the day. He died in 1805, 
at the age of seventy-two. 

HOWELL, Hon. DAVID LL. D. received hi^ 
education in the College at Princeton ; and was the 
first instructor in the College of Rhode Island, in 
1769. He was long connected with that seminary, 
as tutor, professor of Natural Philosophy, and of 
law ; as the secretary, and then as one of the fellows. 
He also held the office of attorney of the United 
States for Rhode Island, and then as judge of the 
Federal Court, for that State. . He was a good 
scholar and a sound lawyer , and as a judge he sus- 
tained a character for uprightness and ability. 
He also represented the State of Rhode Island in 
Oongress, before he was atppointed judges He pass^ 
ed a great portion of liis life in literary and political 
atatioos ; and exerted a good influence in the com- 
munity, for half a century from his first engaging 
as a teacher in college. 
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HUBBARD, Ret. WILLIAM mm of WiUiam 

Hubbard, an early settler of Ipsrwich, and. a xaan of 
distinction in his day, received his public eduoaiion 
in Harvard College, with the first class there gradu- 
ated, in 1642. Several of the early graduates in 
that college had the reputation of good scholars ; 
they were well prepared before they entered ; and 
president Dunster was a yery learned man, and gen- 
eral scholar. Mr. Hubbard was settled in the nain- 
is^y at Ipswich ; and continued in that station untit 
his death, in 1704 In the year 1684 the president's 
chair being vacant, he was requested to preside at 
the public services ' on the day of commencement. 
Mr. Hubbard published several sermons ; that on the 
day of the annual election of Colonial officers has 
been deemed equal to almost any published on any 
similar occasion. He left a history of New Eng- 
land in manuscript, which was not published in hie 
life time, though the General Court, in 1662, voted a 
small sum to aid in its publication. It was written 
in 1678. It was known to Mr. -Hutchinson and 
others ; and great use made of its contents hy him« 
It is a compilation from various others ; and contains 
little entirely new. But by some modern writers it 
seems to be undervalued ; . and represented as a 
string of errors and blunders. He was not alway^^ 
very accurate ; and sometimes mistook the older 
writers whom he quoted. But a late able and im« 
partial critic. Rev. Dr. John Eliot, speaks of him 
generally as a faithful historian and of good autho(r<- 
ity; and says, ^^some have made u^ of the- inform- 
ation he gave, without acknowledging it ; '^ not a 
very uncommon case. Dr. Etiot adds, ^Mt oiaght to 
have been printed many yearns ago, for ijts faistozaeai 
inforraation; and for the reputallidn^of the anifaDt. 
He was the best writer in New England while In 
lived. Why was his history never published 1 '4t 
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fell into the hands of some who were disposed to 
make a liberal use of it for their own purposes ; and 
then kept it from the public ejre/^ Mr. Hutchinson 
says the work was of great us6 to him, in writing 
his history ; and also to Dr. Cotton Mather before 
his time. Mr. Hubbard also publishedj in 1677, a 
narrative of the Indian wars. 

HUMPHREYS, Hon. DAVID J. L. D. a native 
of Connecticut, received his public education in Yale 
College, with the class, of 1771. He early entered 
the American army of the Revolutionary war ; and 
many other graduates of that college, as well as of 
Harvard, engaged in the service of the country, 
either in the cabinet or the field, at that alarming 
period when the dearest rights of the people were in 
danger. The paramount object with all was the 
{reservation of ancient political rights and privileges ; 
for they considered slavery as the greatest of all 
temporal evils. Many left their legal and literary 
pursuits for the camp ; and many passed directly 
from the school or college to the tented field. Mr. 
Humphreys was sometime one of the aids of General 
Washington ; and shared largely in his esteem and 
confidence. It is believed that all General Wash- 
ington's aids during the war, were literary characters, 
and of a collegiate education. Colonel Humphreys 
was a good scholar ; and he courted the niuses with 
some success. He published a poem in 1784, on the 
prospects of the future prosperity -and glory of the 
United States. He was appointed by President 
Washington, minister to Portugal ; and afterwards 
to Spain by Mr. Jefierson ; to whom he had been a 
private secretary several years before. For several 
of the last years of his life, he was not occupied by 
the cares ot public office ; and passed his time with 
books mad friends. At a more early period, he pub- 
liahed memoirs of the brave General Israel Putnam, 

21 
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itrbich passed through sev^al editions; tie was cl 
member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences^ of the American Philosopdiical Society c^ 
Philadelphia, and of Iho Royal Society of London. 

HUMPHREY, JOHN Esd* was one of the origin- 
al Patentees of the territory of Massachusetts, granted 
in March 1628, and one of the first board of assist- 
ants. He was elected Deputy Governor in 1629 ; 
but not being able to embark with the company in 
the spring of 1630, Mr. Dudley was chosen to that 
place, a short time before they left England. He 
had property and influence, at that tiiaae : but after- 
wards became very poor, by injudicious enterprises, 
or a desire to gain wealth by speculation and trade.' 
He c^me over to Massachusetts, with his family, in 
1634, and settled at Lynn, but was chosen an assist- 
ant in 1632, and 1633, as he was then expected soon 
to arrive. His wife was a sister of the Earl of Lin* 
eoln, and sister to lady Arbella, the wife of Isaac 
Johnson. Mrs. Humphrey died soon after arriving 
in New England, as did her sister Johnson. Mr.- 
Humphrey left his children and went to the West 
Indies for the purpose of trade ; but was unfortunate,- 
and his daughters who had been very delicately ed* 
ucated, were exposed to great privations, and suf- 
ferings , and even their reputation was tarnished by 
reports unfavorable to their virtue. Mr. Humphrey 
was blamed for his conduct towards his family : and 
forfeited the high standing he hacl formerly in the 
estimation of his friends, the founders of the Colony. 
Besides lady Susan, the wife of Mr. Humphrey, 
and her sister lady Arbella, there were some of th0 
females of the &Ht cdmpa:ny, by which Massachu- 
setts wsys colonizsed, who belonged to families of no- 
blemen, or knights j in England. Lady Moody a 
relation of Mrs. Humphrey, came, to the country 
and lived sometime in Lynni; but. aAwwaids ics^ 
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moved to Long islaikd, whero manjr fttnrilies from 
Massachusetts early migrated. The wife of Rev. Mr. 
Bulkley ofConcord, of Rev, Mr, Whiting of Lynn, 
of Rev. Mr. Hoar of Cambridge, and of Rev. Mr. 
Sherman of Sudbnry, were all of the ^ntry, so call- 
ed, in their native land. And several others were 
daughters of opulent landholders in England ; and 
had been brought up in competency and in some de- 
:gree of elegance ; but their religious faith guided 
them, a^d their Christian hopes sustained and cheered 
them in their afflictive peregrinations. On several 
4>ccasi(»is, in England, Mr. Humphrey acted as a 
sincere and generous friend to the Colony ; but was 
deficient in stability and good judgment. 

HUNTINGTON, Gen. JEDEDIAH was a native 
©f Norwich, in the State of Connecticut : and had 
his educaticm in Harvard College, where he re- 
ceived his first degree in 1763. On leaving college, 
•he engaged in business as a merchant in Norwich^ 
His father, Jabez Huntington, was also a respectable 
merchant in that town ; and one of the oldest fami- 
lies in^he State of Connecticut containing many 
'distinguished men from the first settlement to the 
•present day. The son early entered the American 
jarmy, after the Revolutionary war began ; and con- 
tinued until the return of peace, in 1 783. He was 
esteemed as a good disciplinarian and a brave ofiicer. 
The second year of the war he was appointed 
firigadder General. Gen. Washington appointed him 
dollector of the port of New London- His character 
was very estimable in private life ; and he was much 
jrespected and beloved by a large circle of friends. 
fie hved to the advanced age of seventy-five ; and 
at:his death, in 1818, tl^re were very few of his old 
companions in ai^ms who survived : at the present 
]tiiiie--<-July 1842-H>f three hundred and thirty-six 

officers in the Massackttseitts line« 
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which composed a far greater part of the whole 
American army than any other State, only fifteen 
survive. Some of them are more than ninety ; and 
none are under eighty. Next to Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut furnished the largest number of men, in the 
war of the Revolution, in proportion to its population. 
Besides the brave Major General Putnam, there 
were several distinguished officers from that State : 
Huntington, Parsons, Humphreys, Meigs, Woos- 
ter, Chester, &c. At the close of the war in 1783, 
the Massachusetts troops of the Continental army 
were four thousand five hundred ; and those of Con- 
necticut were one thousand eight hundred. 

HUNTINGTON, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. was edu- 
cated in Yale College, and received his first degree 
in 1762. He soon after took the pastoral care of 
the church and congregation in Coventry, Connecti- 
cut, and continued in that relation till his death in 
1795. His theological views were more liberal than 
those of the clergy generally in New England. Very 
few avowed their belief of the final salvation of all 
men, as he did ; and yet he believed in a future retri- 
bution. He was also opposed to the imposition of par- 
ticular creeds, as a requisite to an admission into the 
Christian church, and the enjoyment of its ordi- 
nances. His peculiar religious opinions were givrai 
to the public in a volume with the title of *^ Calvin- 
ism improved," — But it was directly opposed to the 
creed of Calvin. The aim of Dr Huntington was to 
prove that Christianity was truly and really a sys- 
tem of grace ; and in attempting to show this, he 
was obliged toto cobIo to oppose the arbitrary and ex- 
clusive system of Calvin. As to the ability of 
the statements and arguments of the writer,- the the- 
ological community was divided in sentiment ; and 
so remain to the present day. The subject is beyond 
the solution of a fallible and liwted intellect It ia 



-evddetrt fram Sbriptar^, and ^om tbe minral nature of 
man, that a retribution awaits us-^biu the particular 
nature and duration of that retribution are not 
lei^aled. 

HUNTINGTON, Hon, SAMUEL LL- D.was a 
native of Windham, in Connecticut, and of one of 
the most eminent families in that State. He had 
not the privilege of a college education ; but he gave 
early evidence of talents, and his parents indulged 
his desive to study law. He began to practice in 
<ihat profession in Norwich, in 1757, then a large 
t«wn, and of ccxnstderabie trade and navigation. 
He soon rose to distinction in his profession ; and in 
1764, was a Repres^itative from Norwich to the 
General Assembly, when about thirty-one years of 
age. Nine years after he was appointed a Justice of 
the Superior Court, in that State. In the spring of 
1776, he had a seat in the Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil ; and near the close of that year was a delegate 
to liie Continental Congress; the most important 
assembly of patriots this country bad ever known, 
and at a crisis the most momentous. It was com- 
posed of foiiiar or five citizens from each colony or 
provifice: equally distinguished for their wisdom 
and discretion, for their patriotism and their attach- 
mcait to civil liberty. He was often chosen a dele- 
gate to this great national council, and, in 1779, 
was elected President. After an intermission of three 
years, he was again elected a member in 1783 ; and 
in 1784, was Chief Justice and Lieutenant Gov- 
BTOKX of 'Connecticut. In 17S6, he received the elec-- 
tion af Chief Magistrate, and was re-elected every 
yeaar after till his decease, in 1796: when he had- 
rsaehed hissixty-^fourth year. Grovernor Huntington 
was a giiisd man, as well as an -able statesman and 
politician : religious, sedate, and of remarkably cor- 
net jodgBifint : sDJoyiDg the full tonfidenee of his 
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fellow citizens for hit iK^nestjr and firmness of pur- 
pose/ 

HUTCHINSON, Hon. THOMAS was a native 
of Boston, and received his first degree in Harvard 
College in 1728, at the early age of sixteen. The 
family was one of the most respectable in the prov- 
ince ; and his father had been much in public life. 
Mr. Hutchinson soon engaged in politics, though his 
business or pursuits were those of a merchant. There 
were then (1735) comparatively few who made law 
a profession. The men of the greatest influence 
were merchants ; and one reason, no doubt, was 
their wealth. Hutchinson was a close student, and 
a good scholar : He gave much attention to the 
study of English history ; and to the rise and pro* 
gress of the British Colonies in North America. His 
History of Massachusetts, written about 1760, but 
Aot brought down so low as that date, is very valu- 
able ; though John Adams said '' it did not satisfy 
Jiim." For a history, he has given too many state 
papers in the text, instead of placing them in notes. 
The third volume, written late in life, and after he 
left Massachusetts, in which his own administration, 
ivhile Governor, is related, is generally correct and 
impartial. . 

When the dispute began with the Britsh ministry, 
in 1764, Mr. Hutchinson* contended for all charter 
privileges and liberties ; but was reluctant in claim- 
ing them as rights, which the patriots of that period 
did. He admitted, generally, that the rights and 
liberties claimed by the patriots of Massachusetts in 
1765, and after, were such as they had by charter, 
and had exercised and enjoyed from the first settle- 
ipent of the colony — and yet he resolved iall civil 
right and power into the will of the King, or of the 
Parliament. This was the great difference. He was 
for spb9ii.9siQn i^pd for begging and petitioning, as 
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Ibr a favar^ The great ma;^rity claimed their polit* 
ical powers as a right founded in reason and nature, 
belonging to them as Englishmen, and as recognized 
by the royal charier. Mr. Hutchinson became an 
apologist K)r all the arbitrary and oppressive meas- 
ures of the British ministry. A controversy followed 
between him, as the King's Governor, and the patriot- 
ic members of the General Court, and continued till 
he left the country and retired to England, in May 
1774. He was considered very ambitious ; and en- 
grossed most of the high offices in the province, in his 
own family. He was first Lieutenant Governor, 
Judge of Probate, one of the Supreme Executive 
Council, and a Justice of the Superior Court. Then 
Governor in 1770. And his brdther and sons also 
received office from him while he was Chief Magis- 
trate. In private life, Governor Hutchinson was 
exemplary, a public professor of religion, and a friend 
to the clergy. He died in England in the year 1780. 
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JACKSON, Hon. JONATHAN received his pub-, 
lie educatioa in Harvard College, where ,he was 
graduated in 1761. He was a native of Boston, 
but lived a great part of his life in Newhuryport; 
and had the reputation of an intelligent^ and honor-! 
able merchant. He was one of the most polL^ed 
men of his time ; very gentlemanly and courteo«isin 
his deportment, but without parade or ostentatioiu 
In the Revolution, he discovered decision and zeal 
in favor of the rights of the colonies, but was al- 
ways guided by judgment and discretion. He was 
a representative from Newburyport in the legislature 
of Massachusetts in 1777 ; and in 1782, di member of 
the Continental Congress. In 1789, he received the 
appointment of Marshal for Massachusetts, from 
President Washington, who selected none for public 
ofQce but men of ability and integrity. Mr. Jackson 
was at the same time a Senator irom Essex County, 
in the General Court of Massachusetts ; and an slU 
tempt was made to deprive him of his seat, because 
he had accepted the office of Marshal in th€ federal 
government. But a majority of the Senate decided 
that the appointment did not justly deprive him of 
his seat in the legislature of Massachusetts. In a 
similar case, in the House of Representatives, a vote 
was obtained declaring it incompatible for an officer 
in the federal government, to have a seat in the 
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legislative assembly of the State ; and the seat of a 
member, who had received an office from the gen- 
eral government, was rendered vacant. Mr. Jack- 
son was afterwards treasurer and receiver general 
of the Commonwealth. He gave to the administra- 
tion of President Washington, in the critical period of 
1793 and 1794, his most decided support. It was a 
time, indeed, when all good men and sincere patriots 
were called upon to aid the President of the United 
States, in the energetic, though pacific policy, which 
he then proposed and pursued. The company and 
acquaintance ofv Mr. Jackson were sought by all his 
contemporaries of taste, and learning and virtue. 
The blandness of his manners, was a correct index 
of the benevolence and kindness of his heart. His 
family was well educated, in all respects ; and his 
sons have been among the most useful and honora- 
ble characters of the generation now near its close. 
He died in 1810, at the age of sixty-six. The last 
years of his honorable life were passed in Boston. . 

JOHNSON, EDWARD came to Massachusetts 
with the large company of settlers in 1630 ; and ap- 
pears from the first, to have been a man of resolu- 
tion and influence. He generally had the title of 
Captain f and at one time commanded the company 
of militia in Woburn, where he lived the greater 
part of the time after coming to this country. He 
survived to the year 1672. Woburn was settled in 
1642, chiefly from Charlestown, where Johnson first 
resided, and he wa&one of the principal inhabitants 
at that time, and until his decease. He was town 
clerk, and ijept the records, very full and correct, for 
thirty years. In church affairs also, he was the 
chief character in the town. He was a strict non- 
conformist, or puritan, atid always exhibited a spirit 
of deep and practical piety. Religious faith indeed, 
was the great support of that memorable company 
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of ni^i. They left thm aative counlry, and many 
dear friends, for the sake of religion ; and enduied 
most appalling trials and sufferings in the accomplish- 
ment of their great object ; the enjoyment of Chris- 
tian ordinances in their purity, for themselves and 
posterity. Mr. Johnson was among the first who 
took the oath in the coldny, and was admitted in 
1631. Mr. Johnson was often a representative to 
the General Court or Assembly ; and at that period 
one of the council of war. He wrote an account of 
the early settlement of Massachusetts colony, from 
1628 to 1654. His statement of the formation of 
the Churches in the colony, for twenty-five years, is 
particular and generally accurate : but he has not in 
all cases given them in the precise order of tim^. 
The 'Work relates some events not noticed by Win- 
throp or Hubbard, which are important, and serve 
to show the characters of the leading- men in the 
colony, as well ai^ of the clergy who were the first 
pastors and preachers. ^ It is rather an ecclesiastical 
than a civil history of Massachusetts, for the first 
twenty-five years. The book has a quaint title, but 
not more peculiar than were given to other volumes 
published in the seventeenth century in England, as 
well as America : " Wonder-working Providence of 
Zion's Saviour." 

JOHNSON, ISAAC belonged to the Massachu- 
setts Bay Company, by which Charlestown, Boston, 
and vicinity were settled, in 1630 ; and one of the 
board of assistants, who, with the governor, exer- 
cised the civil power with which that company was 
clothed by the royal charter. " He, with Endicott, 
Bradstreet, and Bellingham, were also original pa- 
tentees of the territory. He was an assistant before 
and after their removal to America. He had a large 
estate, and was esteemed a pillar of the corporation 
aad colony. His wife was lady Arbelia, of an faon^ 
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orabie and noble family ; and whose chara^tci*, ds to 
religion, was highly estimated and eulogized. It 
might justly be said of her, "that she left all for 
Christ." But she lived only a few months after her 
arrival at Salem, in June, 1630. As one rather 
quaintly observed, '* she took New England in her 
way to Heaven." Mr. Johnson survived her only 
one month : He also died in September of that 
year, and soon after he had began to build a house 
on the south side of Charles river, now Boston. He 
had chosen that place for his intended residence, aAd 
purchased a lot for a dwelling house. But was soon 
called to higher and better mansions, prepared by the 
Divine Saviour, for all the good of every name and 
nation. His death was greatly deplored ; and some 
were ready to give- up the colony, when he was 
taken away. On his wealth, and his virtue, his 
public spirit and disinterestedness, many reposed as 
their chief support and hope. He had the affections 
of all as a man, and the confidence of the rulers as 
a wise and prudent citizen. It is believed he left no 
children ; and therefore has been less eulogized than 
others of no more virtue or merit. But Bostoti 
should not fofget its generous founder, whose pur- 
pose it was to expend his life and estate on the pen- 
insula which it now embraces. Without Winthrop, 
and Johnson as leaders, many of the most meritorious 
of the first settlers had never engaged in the enterprize 
of emigrating to this new and uncultivated part of the 
world. Mr. Johnson was one of those,_who, on the 
departure of the company from England, in March 
1630, requested the Christian sympathy and the 
prayers of their pious brethren of the ~ English- 
Church. It has been sometimes represeilted that 
this request was made to the bishops and prelates 
particularly. But it was not so. It .was to their 
pioas brethren who ■ remained in England; but who 
0igli6d far reform, and for. greater purity in church 
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ceremonies, as much as those who emigrd.ted. It 
was addressed to puritans and non-conformists, who 
had not the courage or the means to induce them to 
remove. With all such, they wished still to hold 
spiritual communion and fellowship; as much as 
those, who came to Plymouth in 1620, did the reli- 
gious friendship and regard of their brethren left at 
Leyden. 

JONES, Hon. JOHN COFFIN was born in 
Newbury, and had his education in Harvard Col- 
lege, with the class of 1768. He chose the mercan- 
tile profession, and es^rly settled in Boston. He pur- 
sued this honorable business several years, with a 
high reputation for integrity and intelligence ; and 
also with a good degree of success in his nautical 
enterprises. While chiefly devoted to commerce, as 
a stated business, he gave his attention to political 
subjects, and took a deep interest in the welfare of 
his country. In 1788, he was chosen into the Gen- 
eral Court, from Boston, where he then lived ; when 
there were only six members from that town : and 
in a few years he received an election as senator for 
the County of Suflblk. His knowledge on the sub- 
ject of trade and commerce, was correct and exten- 
sive ; and great reliance was always placed on his 
judgment. When a committee was , appointed by 
the General Court of Massachusetts, in 1786, on 
recommendation of Governor Bowdoin, to meet 
committees from other States, to devise a plan of in- 
creasing the powers of Congress, as to commerce, 
revenue, and the finances of the United States, Mr. 
Jones was selected as one. All the delegates did not 
attend the meeting ; but it was advised to call a 
Continental convention, to amaid the articles of the 
old Congress, giving that body full and pl^ary 
power in the regulation of foreign commerce, and in 
. collecting a revenue, to pay the public debt. Such 
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a convention was held at Philadelphia iu 1787. 
Mr. Jones was a decided and firm supporter • of 
the measures of President Washington, and of 
the federal government in 1790--1800 ; which con- 
tributed so highly to the prosperity and honor of the 
United States. 

^KEAYNE, ROBERT came to Massachusetts in 
the year 1636. He had considerable estate, and had 
favored the plan of emigrating to New England 
some years before Winthrop and company began the 
settlement. He encouraged and aided in the planta- 
tion made by the Leyden pilgrims at Plymouth, be- 
fore the Massachusetts company was incorporated in 
England. Mr. Keayne was the principal person 
in getting up a military company, of a volunteer 
character, in the colony. The charter from the gov- 
ernor and assistants for the company was to Keayne 
and his associates ; and it was the foundation of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company. Gentle- 
men exempt from militia service were often members 
of the company. This was in the year 1638. And 
for the purpose of creating a fund for the use of the 
company, a thousand acres of land were granted by 
the governYnent of the colony. Cstptain Keayne was 
a liberal donor to Harvard College, soon after it was 
founded. And at his death, which happened a few 
years after his arrival in the colony, he made other 
bequests for public purposes. 

KENDRICK, Captain JOHN of Newton, in Mas- 
sachusetts, was an intelligent, Enterprising ship-mas- 
ter, and sailed several years from Boston into the 
Pacific ocean, and to the north-west coasts of Amer- 
ica. The first voyage he made to that sea, and to 
the north-west coasts, was in 1786-87, in the em- 
ployment of J. & T. H. Perkins. This was the first 
enterprize of the kind to those parts, from the 
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United States; but some vessels were fitted out 
from Salem, for Canton direct, about the same time* 
There were two vessels in this enterprizc, one a ship, 
called the Columbia, commanded by Captain Ken* 
drick in person, with Joseph Ingraham, (afterwards 
Captain Ingraham,) as his mate ; and Captain Gray- 
commanded the other, called the Washington, which 
was a sloop. Kendrick took command of the sloop, 
when in the Pacific, or on the north-west coast, and 
gave the ship to Captain Gray ; who proceeded to 
Canton, and thence to Boston. The sloop visited 
the Sandwich Islands, and loitered there a long time ; 
and made a less profitable voyage than she might 
have done. The sloop also visited China, and car- 
ried what furs had been collected. In 1791, Cap- 
tain Ingraham had command of the brigantine Hope, 
of seventy tons, owned and fitted for^the voyage by 
the Messrs. Perkins ; which was the second mercan- 
tile enterprize from Boston to the Pacific and north- 
west coast. In this voyage, he visited several islands 
In the Pacific, which he concluded had not been be- 
fore discovered ; for they were not noticed in a 
Spanish map made at the close of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, soon after an early nautical adventurer of 
Spain had visited that ocean ; nor by Captain Cook 
who was at the Marquesas islands, in 1774. In- 
graham sailed" from Dominica, one of the group of 
islands called the Marquesas, lying in latitude 9^58' 
south, on the 19th of April 1791 ; his course being 
about N. W., or N. N. W. Cook's was S. W., and 
after twelve hours sail, he discovered two islands, 
not laid down in his map containing the Marquesas 
and vicinity. To these Captain Ingraham gave the 
name of Washington and of Adams. He soon after 
discovered two more, which he called Lincoln a»d 
Federal. Afterwards he discovered three others, to 
which he gave the names of Hancock, Franklin, and 
Knox. These all lay in about latitude 8^ souths and 
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141^ west from Englaad. WashiogUm was about 
ten leagues in circuit, and of a moderate height. 
Adams and Federal about the same. Hancock and 
Knox not quite so large, and north of the others. 

In 1792, Captain Josiah Roberts of Boston, visited 
these islands, but before he had heard.of their discov- 
ery by Captain Ingraham : and gave them different 
names. Captain James Magee, an intelligent and 
active ship>master, commanded the first China ship, 
the Astrea, direct from Boston or Salem, in 1789; 
owned by R H, Derby of Salem, but the cargo 
chiefly by the Messrs. Perkins and others of Boston ; 
and T. H. Perkins was Supercargo. In 1792, Cap- 
tain Magee sailed to the north-west coast, and thence 
to China ; he was absent nearly three years, and 
made a great voyage. Captain Barnard Magee, a 
brother of James, commanded a ship of the Messrs. 
Perkins in 1799, to the north-west coast of America, 
where he was treacherously murdered by the 
natives. 

KING, Hon. RDFUS was born at Scarborough, 
in Maine, and had his public education in Harvard 
College, where he was graduated in' 1777. He read 
law with that eminent jurist, Theophilus Parsons of 
Newburyport ; and began the practice of his pro- 
fession in that place in 1780. In 1784, when under 
thirty years of age, he had a seat in the General 
Court of Massachusetts, and in 1785, was a dele- 
gate to the Continental Congress. He was also one 
of the four delegates from Massachusetts to the Con- 
tinental Convention, holden at Philadelphia, in 1787, 
to propose alterations in the constitution and powers 
of Congress ; so that, that Assembly might have full 
And complete authority in all foreign and national 
concerns. When the constitution, framed by that 
Convention, was submitted to the people of the 
Aeveral Stittes, Mr. King was a member of the Con* 
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vention in Massachusetts for that purpose. He was 
an able advocate for its adoption. Soon after this 
time, Mr. King removed to the State of New York ; 
and was the first senator in Congress from that 
State, under the new constitution. He continued in 
this high station several years, when he was ap- 
pointed envoy extraordinary to the Court of 
London, in 1798. After his return, he again received 
the appointment of senator in Congress; and in 
1825 was sent by Mr. Adams, to the British Court, 
as minister plenipotentiary. But the feeble state of 
his health induced him soon to return to the United 
States. He survived but a short time. His mem- 
ory is honored, as of one, whose patriotic and able 
services for the country in various important stations, 
were not inferior to any of the eminent statesmen in 
the Republic. He belonged to that school and class 
of politicians, in which are found, Washington, 
Jay, Strong, Bowdoin, Trumbull, Ellsworth, Frank- 
lin, Hamilton, Pinckney, Pickering, Brooks. 

KIRKLAND, Rev. JOHN THORNTON D. D. 
L L. p. was a son of Rev. Samuel Kirkland, many 
years a laborious missionary to the Indians in the 
State of New York, from 1760 to 1790. Dr. Kirk- 
land had his public education in Harvard- College, 
and received his first degree in 1789. The class 
was large, and contained many good scholars ; but 
none surpassed him in solid literary acquirements or 
in brilliant talents, or good taste. The foundation 
of his character as a scholar, was laid in his early 
classical education. He had the command of good 
language j pure and elegant, without artificial orna- 
ment ; and his elocution was superior to^ost of his 
contemporaries. After he received his first degree, 
he engaged sometime in teaching youth ; at the 
same time giving his attention to theological subjects, 
as he early purposed to devote himself to the Chris^ 
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tiati mtnistrjr. Re %fts also a tutor in the "college 
before he received his second degree. In the latter 
station, he continued more than two years, when in 
February 1794, he was ordained as pastor of the 
new South Church in Boston. In this populous city, 
he had an opportunity for the exercise of all his 
talents7 as a writer and speaker. A great portion of 
his hearers were of a literary character ; and he be- 
stowed more than common labor 'in preparing his 
public addresses. His labors were duly appreciated, 
and many listenexl to his sermons who seldom heard 
any from others. The attention of the young 
especially, was arrested ; and they were impressed, 
as well by his powerful appeals in the cause of piety 
and virtue, as by his elegant composition and grace- 
ful oratory. In 1810 he was chosen president of 
Harvard College. Dr. Kirkland presided ^ver this 
ancient University for eighteen years, with a high 
reputation "as a scholar, a governor, and a gentleman. 
^ He was a man of various learning. As a philan- 
' thropist, as a grammarian, and as a mathematician, 
Yeiy few were his equals. And his deportment was 
so pleasant and courteous, that his admonitions and 
orders were always duly received. He acted as the 
guardian and friend, as well as the master of the 
stmdeats. Dr. Kirkland was very discriminating in 
his judgment He formed truly just estimates of 
the characters of others ; of their moral qualities 
and literary attainments. He could be severe in his 
renotarks on the conceited and vain; but he was 
sJfwnfs more ready to do homage to real worth and 
good learning. The feeble state of his health in- 
doeMi him to resign the office of president in 1828. 
On ieaving the Umversity, be made the tour of 
Europe, and travelled into Syria and Egypt : and, 
returning, enjoved a good aegree of health, till a 
few* momhe be&ve faiy death, in April 1841. fit re- 
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lained his wonted cheerfolness to the close of life : 
as a companion he was always pleasant and in- 
structive. Dr. Kirkland published. several occasion- 
al sermons ; and biographical notices of Rev. Dr. 
Belknap, Hon. Fisher Ames, General Benjamin 
Lincoln, and of Professor W. D. Peck. 

KITTREDGE, Hon. THOMAS M. D. was a 
citizen of Andover, in the County of Essex, and 
long eminent as a surgeon and physician. These 
two practices are usually united in one person, in 
New England. The father and brothers of Dr. 
Kittredge have been greatly distinguished for their 
successful practice, particularly as surgeons. Dr. 
Kittredge had his academical education, under Mas- 
ter Moody of Byfield ; and studied medicine with 
Dr. M. Sawyer, an eminent physician of Newbury- 
port. He began the practice in Andover, in 1768 : 
and in 1775 he received the appointment of surgeon 
to the regiment commanded by Colonel James Fry ; 
and raised wholly or chiefly in the County of Essex. 
He did not continue long in that station ; his private 
business probably, induced him to leave the public 
service. There were also a great number of young 
physicians who made application for commissions in 
the army, in 1775 and 1776. Dr. Kittredge was an 
early member of the Massachusetts Medical Society ; 
and in 1811, received the honorary degree of M* D. 
from Harvard University. He had a seat in the 
legislature several years, a part of the time in the 
Senate; and two years at the Council board, in 
1810 and 18U* He had the reputation of a sincere 
republican, an honest citizen, and a skilful surgeon. 
He survived to the age of seventy-two years; and 
died in 1818 suddenly, of aogina pectwis; ... : . 

XWX, ^Bwp^itf. HBNBY was * native of Bos* 
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ton, and his parents Were of the laboring class. He 
was s(»netime in his youth with a book-binder ; bat 
of an active enterprising spirit ; and before he was 
twenty-one, opened a bookstore in Comhill, near the 
head of State street, Boston. It was called the Lon- 
don Bookstore ; for he was careful to have most of 
the valuable works published in London, for sale in 
his collection of books. His store was visited by the 
first people of the town, and by British officers, 
many of whom were thetf stationed in Boston. This 
was his occupation from 1770 to 1774. But during 
this time he belonged to a volunteer military com- 
pany raised in Boston ; and was the third, and then 
the second officer of the company. When it paraded 
for discipline it was often under his command ; and 
his appearance as a military man was very grace- 
ful and imposing. He was six feet in height, and 
well proportioned in his whole frame. He early es- 
poused the cause of liberty and of the country ; and 
in 1775 received a commission as Colonel of artillery. 
As an officer, he was brave and intelligent ; and 
always ambitious to discharge the duty assigned 
him. In 177^, he had the appointment of Brigadier- 
General, and the year after that of Major-General in 
the continental army ; and was at the head of the 
artillery department to the close of the war. In the 
battle of Germantown, October 1777, and in that of 
Monmouth, June 1778, General Knox' was 4istin- 
guished for his promptness and activity : and 
he received the particular approbation of General 
Washington, the commander-in-chief of the army, 
for his efficient and timely efforts. On the resig- 
nation of General Benjamin Lincolil, as secretary of 
war, in 1784, General Knox ^ was appointed to that 
office. — And when the federal government was or« 
ganized under the new constitution in 1789, he was 
called to that office by President Washington ; but 
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in 1794 he resigned it, and retired for sometime from 
all public life. In 1795, he became an inhabitant of 
Bfaine, and built a spacious family mansion on St. 
George's river, where he owne^d a large tract of land. 
He afterwards held a seat in the Executive Council 
of Massachusetts for two years ; but was chiefly en-* 
gaged in cultivating and improving his lands in 
Maine. Be had a large and well chosen library of 
books ; and found time to read a good deal : and 
thus acquired extensive information. In his dispo- 
sition he was generous and benevolent, in his man- 
ners bland, courteous and dignified. He died in 
1806, at the age of fifty-six. 



CHAPTER X 



LADD, WILLIAM was a native of New Hamp- 
shire, and had his public education in Harvard Col- 
lege with the class of 1797. He engaged in mercan- 
tile pursuits, and went several distant -voyages, as 
supercargo or captain. He early discovered his dis- 
approbation of slavery, and spoke openly and in 
strong terms of its injustice, and its incompatibility 
with the spirit of the Christian religion. Mr. Ladd 
was also one of the early friends of peace societies ; 
and was indeed one of the most efficient members of 
the American association, designed to point out the 
evils of war, and to maintain peace among the na- 
tioas of the earth j and for several years, in the lat- 
ter part of his life, he was president of that benevo- 
lent association.. He was successor of Rev. Dr. 
Worcester, who had also been a zealous and devoted 
advocate for peace. A peace society was formed in 
Massachusetts in 1816, and numbered several highly 
respectable characters as members. The object of 
the society is to show the unreasonableness and evils 
of war; and especially its inconsistency with the 
spirit of Christianity. There has since been an 
American Peace Society formed, and the members 
are from different States in the Union. The Massa- 
chusetts society has become merged in the American^ 
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Mr. Ladd was indefatigable in the cause till his 
death, in 1841. ^ 

LANGDON, Hon. JOHN was a citizen of Ports- 
mouth, in New Hampshire, and among the early 
and zealous advocates for American liberty and in- 
dependence. He had a seat in the Continental Con- 
gress, in 1776, as a member from New Hampshire; 
and was several times elected to the same high sta- 
tion. He was a delegate from New Hampshire to 
the General Convention in 1787, foe formijag the 
federal Constitution. When the constitution was 
adopted by the States, and the federal government 
organized under it, Mr. Langdon was a senator from 
the State of New Hampshire ; and som^imes acted 
as Vice President of that truly dignified body. He 
was afterwards Chief Magistrate of New Hampshire. 
And in all these responsible stations, he discharged 
his duty with ability, and to the general acceptance 
of his fellow citizens. He reached a good old age ; 
and died full of honors as a useful servant of his na- 
tive State, and of the nation. 

LANGDON, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. was a native 
of Portsmouth, New Hampshire ; and had his edu- 
cation in Harvard College, where he received his 
first degree in 1747. He had the reputation of a 
good scholar from his youth, and was respectable as 
a minister and preacher of the gospel. For a num- 
ber of years he was connected with a church and so- 
ciety in Portsmouth, and was much esteemed by his 
people. In 1774, he received the appointment of 
President of Harvard College, as successor to Mr. 
Locke, who resigned. President Langdon had more 
than common learning, and was a good classical and 
mathematical scholar ; but deficient in energy and 
firmness necessary for a governor of the students 
Finding his situation unpleasant, and aware of his 
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improper lenity, he resigned the office in 1780, and 
took the pastoral charge of the church and people at 
Hampton Falls, in New Hampshire. In this situa- 
tion he remained until his decease, in 1797, at the 
age of seventy-five. Dr. Langdon was of very stu- 
dious hahits ; and his Information extensive on theo- 
logical subjects and ecclesiastical history. He pub- 
lished a volume on the prophetic Revelations of St. 
John — It gave evidence of learned research, and 
some of his hints are ingenious and original ; but 
like all other writers who have undertaken to ex- 
plain or interpret that enigmatical book, he failed to 
convince anyone that he had succeeded in giving its 
true meaning. A great part of the book, at least, 
probably refers to events which occurred in the 
second, third, and fourth centuries ; while other 
parts, not improbably, relate to much latef periods ; 
and may not yet have been fulfilled. 

LATHROP, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. had his public 
education in Yale College, and was graduated in the 
year 1754. He was a descendant of Rev. John 
Lathrop (or Lothrop) the first minister of Barnsta- 
ble, Massachusetts ; and who came to Plymouth in 
1634. Dr» Lathrop was ordained over the church 
and congregation in West Springfield in 1760, and 
continued in that station till his death in 1820, at 
the advanced age of eighty-seven. He was " of an 
exellent spirit,'' and ** a man greatly beloved " and 
esteemed for his many amiable traits of character, 
and his uniform christian virtues. — He fully de- 
served the praise of fidelity in the discharge of all 
his ministerial and pastoral duties ; and at the same 
time, mildness, candour and condescension wer<* 
conspicuous in his whole deportment. He had t^ie 
high reputation of a peace-maker. Where ever tJfere 
were divisions and disputes in the chtirches, he was 
sailed in to adviise and to decide. He could never 
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be charged with party views ; but was always ju- 
dicious, impartial and conciliating. He received 
the degree of D. D. from Harvard University in 1811, 
and also from Yale College, his alma mater. His 
publications, most of them in his lifetime, were 
very numerous, but valuable — consisting of occa- 
sional discourses, and a volume of sermons ; the lat- 
ter was given to the public by his friends after his 
decease. 

LEDYARD, JOHN was bom in the town of 
Groton, near New London. He lost his father when 
he was quite young ; but his relations were kind to 
him, and gave him a good education ; and he was a 
short time in Dartmouth College, but did not remain 
tlie usual term required. He was principally dis- 
tinguished for his foreign travels and voyages ; for 
which he discovered a fondness in early life. He 
entered on board a ship for London, as a common 
seaman, in 1771. And afterwards he accompanied 
the celebrated Captain Cook in his third exploring 
voyage into the Pacific ocean, in a humble station, 
being corporal of marines. But by his good conduct, . 
his faithful attention to duty, and his intelligence, 
he recommended himself to the commander. It was 
his loi to witness the tragical end of that brave and 
enterprising oificer. In 1781, he returned to America, 
but not being encouraged in his plans of nautical 
enterprise, he visited England again the year follow- 
ing. He proposed various plans for visiting and 
exploring the north-west coasts, and the northern 
parts of America; but they failed. He however 
began a tour through the extreme northern parts of 
Huropc, to the eastern part of Asia. In this journey 
hi met very great difficulties and dangers, and 
softt^red almost to starvation. By remarkable reso- 
lutioii and perseverance, he reached the sea of 
Kamtschatka ; but could pass ao farther on account 
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of ice. When in England, he had the good fortune 
to obtain an introduction to Sir Joseph Banks; who, 
discovering his intelligence and great curiosity, 
afforded him pecuniary aid. By advice of Sir Joseph 
and others, Mr. Ledyard was induced to shape his 
future course for Egypt and Ethiopia : he had in- 
deed, already expressed a desire to visit those 
countries. He accordingly sailed from London, 
June 1778, and visited Alexandria and Cairo, and 
while preparing, at the last named city, to prosecute 
the residue of his journey, and to visit Sennaar, he 
was taken off by fever, January 1779. His letters 
from Alexandria and Cairo, show/ that he was an 
accurate observer of the countries and cities he vis- 
ited, and led his friends to expect much curious and 
useful information from his visits to Upper Egypt 
and Nubia. Mr. Ledyard is justly deserving the 
character of an enterprising and energetic man, but 
his labors and sufferings yrere really of little benefit 
to the world. 

LEVERETT, Hon. JOHN came early to Massa- 
chusetts, but not in the first company, in 1630. He 
was among the most intelligent and public spirited 
characters in the colony, from 1650 to his death, in 
1679. , The greater part of 'that period, he held some 
important office. He was Major-General of the mili- 
tia ; a member of the House of General Assembly ; 
an assistant, or counsellor, for several years, and in 
1673, he was elected governor, though several of the 
council were older than he was. He had popular 
talents, and was esteemed able and upright in his 
administration. Few public men are long popular, 
unless they are really honest and impartial in their 
conduct. Mr. Leverett received the votes of the 
people for governor, from 1673 till his decease in 
1679. Great lamentations were made at his death ; 
and a public funeral was ordered at the expense of 
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the government; which is stated to have been far 
more imposing than common. 

LEVERETT, Hon. JOHN Pjresident of Harvard 
College, from 1707 to 1724, was grandson ' of the 
former. He received his public education in that 
seminary, where he was graduated in 1680. After 
he received his first degree, he remained several 
years at the. college, and was tutor during a part of 
the presidency of Dr. Increase Mather. Dr. Mather 
was absent in England nearly four years, from 1688 
to 1691 — And Mr. Leverett and William Brattle, 
afterwarjis an able preacher of the Gospel in Cam- 
bridge, had the instruction of the stu3ents : and the 
college flourished highly under their government. 
They were among the most learned men of their age 
— and both members of the Royal Society in Lon- 
don. Mr. Leverett was sometime a member and 
speaker of the House of Representatives, a judge of 
probate, and a justice of the superior court of Massa- 
chusetts. He was one of the most accomplished and 
popular men of his day. And his probity was equal- 
ly conspicuous as his learning and talents. On the 
death of Rev. Samuel Willard, in 1707, he was 
elected president of the college, and continued in that 
very important station until his death, in 1724. His 
eulogists represent him as a man of vast learning 
and of genuine piety. Dr. Appleton, in a funeral 
discourse a few days after the death of President 
Leverett, said, " he was a pillar both of the Church 
and State, an honor and ornament to society, and 
the glory of New England." 

LILLIE, Captain JOHN was a native of Boston, 
born about the year 1752 ; and having received a 
good common school education, was apprenticed to 
a cooper. Soon after the war of the Revolution be*- 
gan, he entered the army 'as a lieutenant of artillery ; 
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and at the close of the war, held a captain's com- 
mission ; and was sometime also aid to Major-Gen- 
eral Henry Knox, who was'at the head of the artillery 
department. The military service of Captaia Lillie, 
during the war for liberty and independence, as given 
in a letter to a superior military officer, after the war 
was over, is as follows — and many other officers of 
the American patriot army of 1775 and 1783 could, 
probably have given similar relations: ** I fought 
with you often in the same field, and bore with yon 
the hardships and misfortunes which the incidents of 

- war called us to encounter. It was my lot to be 
sometimes with a gallant regiment from Maryland, 
commanded by the brave Colonel Smallwood, and to 
see it wasted away by fatigues and hard fightings in 
defending the country. Too well, and with pain do I 
recollect many brave officers of that corps falling by 
our sides ; and it seemed as if we were designated as 
targets for the enemy to fire at. But thank Heaven, 
some of us still live (1799) to repeat the tale of 
events, and condole with each other on the past catas- 
trophe — ^If my services in the action on Long Island, 
^1776,) and assisting in the retreat from a very formi- 
ciable British army — If, with six men in a small boat, 
after the evacuation of Governor's Island by our 
troops, I went over, unspiked some of the cannon, fired 
on the Roebuck, of forty-four guns, obliging her to 
slip her cables and retire to Staten Island, by which, 
means we went over in the night with an hundred 
men and brought oflf all the guns and stores to New 
York — If the service performed with two twelve 
pounders in cannonading the Rose ship, from an 

^ open field, when commanded by Commodore Wallis, 
was of any utility to our cause — If by assisting with 
two six pounders in defending Chatterton's Hill, in , 
front of White Plains, four hours, in presence of the 
whole English army, where you acted well your 
party and so many brave men of your regiment fell 
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by our sides — If, on our retreat through the mire of 
New Jersey, bootless, and scarcely a shoe, when the 
soldiers were so disheartened that a whole brigade of 
militia to which I was then annexed, deserted me 
in one night, leaving my artillery without protection 
except a small band of veterans, which with some ad- 
dress I kept together by my company — If on that 
memorable, that most important night for America, 
when her liberty or bondage was vibraiiog by a 
silken thread, 1 did my duty at the attack of Tren- 
ton ; that night which may almost be said sealed the 
independence of our country — If in the advance of 
the army to Princeton, almost barefooted,, over 
frozen ground, where the brave General Mercer fell, 
a few feet from my side, in the first of the attack — 
If at Chadsford, on the Brandy wine, I sustained the 
heat of the action and brought off my artillery safe 
— If, on that dark, dismal night, at the Paolis, with 
General Wayne and twelve hundred men, three hun- 
dred of whom were massacred, at the recollection of 
which the eye of humanity must ever weep, I 
brought off my artillery through morasses and 
woods, after having been surrounded by the enemy ; 
and being in front of the_ column with General 
Wayne, in the attack of Germantown, where we 
drove the grenadiers and guards nearly three miles, I 
supported a soldier's character through the day — If on 
that melting Sunday, in addition to my other duties, 
at Monmouth, I took the first prisoner by single 
combat, a Sergeant of grenadiers, with his arms, and 
brought him to General Lee, from whom we received 
earl V information of the enemy's position and strength 
— ^I^ at the close of eight years' service, as far as I 
know my own heart, I sheathed a sword .without a 
tarnish by dishonor, which had been the companion 
of my toils during that period — If still retaining an 
inflexible attachment for my country, its constitution 
and laws, with a desire to defend it, when necessary, 
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against all its enemies — If 'there is any merit in 
these transactions, I would only claim my little share, 
by having done the duty assigned me on the theatre 
of the late war." 

This letter was addressed to General Samuel 
Smith of Maryland, then a member of Congress. 
Major Lillie soon after received an appointment as 
chief officer of the military post at West Point, and 
died soon after. His statement was true to the 
letter, without undue boasting, or high coloring. . 

LINCOLN, Major-General BENJAMIN was 
born in Hingham, 1733, and engaged, with spirit and 
resolution, in the political contest with Great Britain 
in 1775, and in the dispute which immediately pre- 
ceded the Revolution. His father was a Justice of 
the Peace, a Representative, and a Counsellor, sev- 
eral years. The son had a commission for the peace 
in 1762, a proof of his good character and his general 
intelligence, when under the age of thirty. He gave 
early indications of a fondness for military life; for 
such a military life at least as might be proper for com- 
mand in the militia. At the age of twenty-two, he 
was made Adjutant of a regiment in the county of Suf- 
folk, commanded by his father : and in 1772 he was 
appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the 'same regiment. 
He was also a member of the General Court from 
Hingham before the war of the Revolution. Colonel 
Lincoln was a delegate to the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts at Concord, October 1774; and was 
chosen the first secretary of that patriotic assembly. 
He was also secretary of the second Congress, in 
February 1775, which convened at Cambridge; and 
of the third, at Watertown, in May 1775, when a 
a House of Representatives was chosen to take place 
of the Provincial Congress. x\nd in February 1776, 
he was appointed a Brigadier-General ; and in May 
following, Major-General of militia ; in which sta- 
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tion Iheie was Ihea nradi ardaoas senrice to be poc^ 
fonned, in organizing and eqoiping the men belong- 
ing to the several regiments. In 1776, when General 
Washington march^ with the main army to New 
York, to meet the British troops there then landed. 
General Lincoln had the command given him of all 
the militia stationed at and near Boston harbor, for 
the defence of the town, and the country in the vi- 
cinity. Several regiments were in- the field here, 
daring the spring and summer of 1776. Washington 
soon discovered the character of Lincoln, as a brave, 
and resolute, yet cautious and judicious officer ; and 
one worthy of all confidence and trust. This opin- 
ion was retained through the war. Washington, as 
well as others, considered General Lincoln .as well 
qualified to command the whole army, should he 
himself be taken away. In many respect3, however, 
he had an equally high opinion of General William 
Greene, of Rhode Island. In 1777, Lincoln received 
a commission from Congress as Major-General in the 
CcMitinental army : and soon after, was sent to take 
command of the northern army, under General Gates, 
to oppose the advances of Burguoyne, the British 
Creneral, then marching from Canada to form a junc- 
tion with the British main army at New York. — 
General Lincoln rendered essential service in that 
campaign, in organizing the militia recruits, as they 
joined the continental troops. These troops proba- 
bly decided the fortune of that campaign ; and no 
one was better qualified to place them where they 
could perform efficient service, than General Lincoln. 
General Washington said, when he sent Lincoln to 
join that army, that '' it is necessary to have a de- 
termined officer." He found that he was not mis- 
taken in his man. General Lincoln was wounded 
in the leg at this time, when in an exposed situation ; 
and after the capture of the British army, under 
General Burguoyne, he retired to bid family fox some 



BENIAMIN LINCOLN. 271 

months, till he was restored. The year following, 
when he was able to join the iLrmy, though not en- 
tirely cured of his wound, he was appointed to com- 
mand the American forces in the Southern depart- 
ment ; understood to be at the particular request of 
the members of Congress from South Carolina. The 
British troops had great sway, at that time in 
Georgia aiid South Carolina ; and many of the citi- 
zens were discouraged. The enemy also received 
larger additions to their army, soon after Lincoln 
reached Savannah, thus making their force much 
stronger than the American : But still, as command- 
er, he was active and indefatigfable in collecting men 
and supplies, to meet the .British in case of attack, 
^nd to sifford protection to the inhabitants;. General 
Lincoln, was unfortunate in an attack he made 
on the enemy, by some apparent defect of proper 
caution ; Ke was surprised, and forced to retreat with 
great loss ; nearly one thiid of his men. In a second 
attack made on the enemy in South Carolina, a few 
months after, he was equally unsuccessful; and his 
little army sustained a severe loss. In these in- 
stances. General Lincoln discovered great bravery ; 
and it was not thought proper to attack the Brit- 
ish, for they were most powerful ; and he was ob- 
liged to retreat with loss. 

After this, he found it necessary to pass into South 
Carolina^ and to entrench hin^self in Charleston. 
l^he French fleet, which sometime oo-operated with 
him in Georgia, had now, October 1779, sailed for 
the West Indies. General Lincoln defended Charles- 
ton with great spirit and bravery for several months 
against the assault of a large body of British troops, 
who besieged it ; and would have held out much 
Idnger, but the inhabitants repeatedly urged him to 
surrender, to prevent the greater destruction of prop* 
erty and life. The extraordinary fatigues he en- 
duDed, and a southern climate injured his health, 
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and he retunied to his family in the north. He was 
at the capture of Lord Cornwalhs in 1781 ; and 
was appointed by Washington to receive the sword 
of the vanquished General, on that occasion. In 
1781, General Lincoln was appointed Secretary of 
War, by the continental Congress; and held that 
place two years, when hfe returned ^gain to his fam- 
ily. The war was now closed ; and there was no 
necessity for his devoting himself to the public ser- 
vice. When a dangerous insurrection occurred in 
Massachusetts, in 1786, General Liricoln was ap- 
pointed to command the militia to subdue it. He 
united great firmness and courage with forbearance 
and humanity ; and no one was better fitted to have 
military command in such a case. By his prompt- 
ness, the insurgents were soon quelled or dispersed, 
and tranquillity was restored to the Commonwealth. 
He was Lieutenant Governor of the State in 1787. 
Whfen the federal government was organized under 
the constitution of 1788, President Washington gave 
General Lincoln the oflfice of Collector of the customs 
for Boston, a very lucrative and honorable ofllce, 
which he held till near his death in 1810. General 
Lincoln was a correct writer. Several important pa- 
pers written by him on agriculture, on the character 
of the Indians, &c. were published and well received. 
He died at the age of seventy-seven. 

LINCOLN, Hon. LEVI was a native of Hingham, 
and received his public education in Harvard Col- 
lege, where he had his first degree in 1772. — He 
chose the legal profession, and early settled in Wor- 
cester. — He was clerk of the Court for that County 
in 1775, and in 1776, the Judge of Probate. He 
had a seat in the Senate of Massachusetts in 1797 ; 
and in 180i, was elected member of Congress, The 
same year, he was appointed Attorney General of 
the United States. In 1806, he had a seat at the 
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council board, as Lieutenant Governor ; and Chief 
Magistrate part of that year, after the death of Gov- 
ernor Sullivan. — ^In his religious opinions, Mr. Lin- 
cohi ranked with the more liberal part of the chris- 
tian community. When Dr. Bancroft was ordained 
over an independent church and society in Worces- 
ter, in 1780, v4iich was essentially Unitarian, he 
took an active part in the settlement ; ^nd he lived to 
see the society mcrease and prosper equal to his high- 
est expectations. Mr. Lincoln died in 1620, at the 
age of seventy-one. In the domestic relations, Mr. 
Lincoln was highly estimable ; a kind and faithful 
husband, an affectionate father, desirous of the im- 
provement and respectability of ^is children. The 
character of the sons reflect honor on the memory of 
the parent. 

LITHGOW, Hon. WILLIAM was born in 
Georgetown, on Kennebec river, and near the spot 
occupied by Popham and company, who made a 
temporary settlement there in 1607. The father of 
Mr. Lithgow was Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas for. the county of Lincoln for several years. 
The son was an ardent patriot in the memorable 
period of 1775. He had the commission of a Major 
in the continental army, in 1776 — and was in the 
Northern army when General Burgoyne was cap- 
tured, in October 1777. In one of the attacks on 
the British army, before the surrender of Burgoyne, 
he was badly wounded in the right arm. — After the 
war. Major Lithgow studied law, and engaged in.the 
practice in the county of Lincoln. In 1787, he was 
a senator from that county ; and soon after was 
appointed Major-General of militia. In 1791, he 
received a commission as attorney for the United 
States, for the District of Maine. This office hcheld 
till his death, in 1796, at the age of forty-five. He 



274 Q. LITTLB. — J. LLOYD. 

was highly esteemed by all his acquaintance as an 
honorable and well principled man. 

LITTLE, Captain GEORGE was a native of 
Marshfield, in the County of Plymouth, and of an 
ancient and respectable family. Soon after the 
commencement of the war of the K^volution, he had 
command of an armed vessel, belonging to the State 
of Massachusetts : and performed some daring feats, 
for which he received high praise, as a man of 
courage and resolution. He continued in the naval 
service during the greater part of the war. In 1798, 
when the French committed depredations on the 
commerce of the United States, and threatened war, 
Captain Little received the command of a national 
frigate, and took several armed ships belonging to the 
French. Two years after, he resigned his public 
station and retired to his farm. He was a benevo- 
lent and honorable, as well as a brave man. And 
many years near the close of his life, he was a 
worthy member of the Christian Church in North 
Marshfield. 

LLOYD, Hon. JAMES L L. D. was a son of 
Dr. James Lloyid, an eminent physician of Boston, 
and received his preparatory classical education in 
that town ; and in 1787 took his first degree in Har- 
vard College. He early engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits, and became distinguished in that profession. 
No one of his time, or since, was better entitled to 
the character of an intelligent merchant. He visited 
Europe, and derived no little profit from the informa- 
tion acquired in his residence in that part of the 
world. His knowledge of commerce was much in- 
cresused by the visit. After the age of forty, Mr. 
Lloyd engaged in political inquiries and^ concerns. 
At that period, every patriotic citizen.took an interest 
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in the affair^ of the country. And in a free govern- 
ment^ indeed, there never is a time, perhaps, when 
a good citizen may neglect attention to measures 
necessary for the public welfare and prosperity. 
Mr. Lloyd was a member of the House and of the 
Senate of the Massachusetts legislature as early as 
1800. And in 1807 was elected senator in the Con- 
gress of the United States. He remained in this 
high and honorable station several years, when the 
feeble state of his health induced him to resign it. 
After this, Mr. Lloyd was again chosen into the 
Senate of the United States, but his health was still 
infirm, and he did not continue the whole term for 
which he was elected. While a member of the 
Senate he was particularly attentive to the interests 
of the State he represented, as well as faithful to 
those of the whole nation. And, from his intelligence, 
courtesy, and candor, his influence was command- 
ing with his contemporary legislators. Mr. Lloyd 
died in 1833, at the age of sixty-four. 

LOTHROP, Hon. ISAAC was a citizen of Ply- 
mouth, and educated in Harvard College, with the 
class graduated in 1726. Mr. Lathrop was of the 
fourth generation from Rev. John Lothrop, the first 
minister of Barnstable, who came into Plymouth col- 
ony in 1 634. He was called into public service when 
young, and held offices of trust and importance until 
his death. He was the representative of his native 
town to the General Court, and one of the executive 
council : and for some of the last years of his life, a 
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. He also held 
public office. in the town of Plymouth. He died in 
1750, at the early age of forty-two. Few men were 
so much respected and beloved. He was as estima- 
ble in private life as he was honored in public. He 
had the character of a benevolent, honest, public 
spirited man ; and at his death there were great 
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lamentations, and public addresses; in which his 
loss was deplored, as a great calamity to the town, 
the county, and the province. The chief justice of 
the court, Mr. Sever, said, '' he was blessed with 
many valuable endowments, which rendered him 
highly useful to the Commonweath, as well as to his 
family and friends. Under the many smiles of for- 
tune he was not unduly elated, but he behaved with 
great modesty and good temper. He was indeed, a 
gentleman of great worth. His religion and piety 
were undissembled and pure; and such as gave him 
repose in the hour of death. He chose rather to be, 
than to appear good. His character was unstained 
for honor and virtue ; of great humanity and good- 
ness in the temper of his mind. He was our brother, 
in that he sat in judgment with us here. He was 
also our friend, for he was so to all mankind." 
Judge Oliver, who was then on the bench for the first 
time, said, '^ integrity was a prevailing part of his 
character. His hand would have been always shut 
against an offer to betray his innocence, if the severi- 
ty of his virtue had not been too well known to pre- 
vent any one. daring the temptation of a bribe. 
Bribed, indeed, he once was : but it was a bribe from 
virtue herself. Her pleasures were a bribe so great 
as to retain him inflexible in her cause, and to ren- 
der him deaf to all other addresses.'^ 

LOTHROP, Rev. JOHN D. D. descended from 
Rev. John Lothrop, first minister of Barnstable, 
was a native of Norwich, Connecticut, and had his 
public education, in the College at Princeton, in New 
Jersey ; where he was graduated in 1763. He was 
sometime under instruction in theology with Rev. 
Eleazer Wbeelock, at Lebanon. In 1768, be received 
ordination as pastor of the second Congregational 
Church and Society in Boston, — and there labored 
With great acceptance and success, until his death, 
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ia 1816. During this period, Dr. Lothrop belonged 
to several soeieties, and held offices of great responsi- 
bility ; and he was always ready to serve the in- 
terests of religion and learning in any situation. 
He was an early member of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, and of the Massachusetts 
Humane Society. He was long a member of the 
Board of Overseers of Harvard College ; and several 
years one of the Corporation. As a pastor he was 
attentive, faithful, and sympathetic. He was truly 
a son of consolation. His theological views were 
liberal ; and he was well received by other societies 
than his own, when he preached to them. He sur- 
vived to his seventy-third year ; and was the oldest 
clergyman in Boston at his death ; venerable, courte- 
ous, and Candida His attachment to civil liberty 
was evinced on various public occasions, and through 
his whole life. He delivered patriotic discourses in 
1770 and 1776, and afterwards. But he was an equal- 
ly zealous advopate for constitutional law and order. 
He unifornily gave his support to the government of 
Washington and Adams, to Gov. Bowdoin, Hancock, 
Adams, Sumner and Strong. His voice was in favor 
of an efficient militia, as the only preventive of 
anarchy, and of a standing army ; and in support of 
common schools, as necessary to prepare youth to 
be true and intelligent republicans. 

LOWELL, FRANCIS CABOT a son of Judge 
Lowell, noticed below, was educated in Harvard 
College, and received his degree in 1793. He had 
an uncommon spirit of activity and enterprise ; but 
united with caution and good judgment. He was 
not . a heedless speculator. He made deliberate 
calculations, before engaging in any new project oi 
unusual line of business. He early engaged in the 
establishment of a factory for cotton cloth, in Ma&- 
sachuaetts ; and made it a profitable business ; thus 
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famishing an example and an indncement to others 
to establish factories to a great extent in the State. 
The factory at Waltham, for cotton fabrics, was 
ably and prudently conducted. Mr. Lowell often 
inspected it personally, and was careful to employ 
persons competent to the business. But, although a 
man of active habitrf, and using a good degree of ex- 
ercise, he was subject to dyspepsy ; and, suffering 
several years from this most discouraging disease, 
fell a victim to its ravages, in 1817 — at an age a little 
past the common lot of mankind, being forty-three. 

The town of Lowell, where the largest manufac- 
ture of cotton cloths in Massachusetts is known, re- 
ceived its name from this enterprising man. 

LOWELL, JOHN a son of the above named 
Francis C. Lowell, was a merchant in Boston, in- 
terested also in the factories in the interior of the 
State, erected by the influence and the funds of his 
father. He was of the true Boston stamp of mer- 
chants : enterprising, intelligent, and honorable. 
But the feeble state of his health induced him tb 
travel, when he was little more than thirty ; and he 
visited Europe ; and thence passed into the western 
part of Asia, and into Africa, through lower and up- 
per Egypt. But his disease was too deeply seated 
to be eradicated. He died on the second year of his 
foreign sojourning, 1836 ; at the age of thirty ; not, 
however, without a noble expression of his regard 
for his native place ; the influence of which will con- 
tinue to bless its citizens for ages to come. He be- 
queathed two hundred thousand dollars, for the pur- 
pose of supporting several courses of public lectures, 
yearly, on science and literature, religion and his- 
tory, by the most learned men in the country. All 
classes of the people have the privilege of attending 
these lectures.— There are four or five different 
courses in a year, consisting often or twelve lectures 
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for every course. This is a great privilege, and is 
so esteemed by the people. They have been attend- 
ed by as many as can be convened in any one build- 
ing or room, in the city. For this very useful and 
{>opular establishment, the memory of the generous 
founder must be cherished, for ages, with the most 
grateful and respectful sentiments. 

LOWELL, Hon. JOHN L L. D. son of Judge 
Lowell, was born at Newburyport, and received his 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 
1786. He was then a good classical scholar, and 
afterwards had a character for extensive learning, — 
he wielded a powerful pen, and wrote with great 
point and piquancy. Several of his publications 
were in the style of the severest philippic ; and 
were addressed to politicians, whom he believed cor- 
rupt or weak. Some of his compositions of this 
character, though very able, had little effect, as they 
appeared to be dictated by prejudice or party feel- 
ings. He was much opposed to the war of 1812, 
and wrote with great severity against those who 
favored it. Mr. Lowell chose the . profession of 
law, and had extensive practice many years. He 
was also a representative and a senator in the legis- 
lature of Massachusetts ; and had uncommon influ- 
ence in each of those bodies. He studied theology, 
and ecclesiastiqal history more than most layman 
do, and published several pamphlets in favor of the 
more liberal class of Christian^. He was twelve 
years a member of the corporation of Harvard Uni*- 
versity, and no one perhaps was more devoted or 
more attentive to the interests of that ancient semi* 
nary. Mr. Lowell devoted a great portion of time, 
in the last thirty years orf his life, to agriculture and 
horticulture. His grounds were highly cultivated j 
and he took pleasure in personal attention and in* 
spectionof his fruit trees, vegetables and sfirubbery. 
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He studied botany, and could explain the subject by- 
detail and experiments in a happy manner. Mr. 
Lowell died in 1841, at the age of seventy. 

LOWELL, Hon. JOHN L L. D. was a son of 
Rev. John Lowell, of Newbury port, and was edu- 
cated in Harvard College, with the class of 1760. 
He engaged in the profession of law, and was in the 
practice in his native town till 1777, when he re- 
moved to Boston, and there entered upon an exten- 
sive sphere of business in his profession. His opin- 
ion on the subject of the political dispute with Eng- 
land, is evident from the confidence his fellow 
citizens, in the patriotic town of Newburyport, re- 
posed in him, by choosing him one of their repre- 
sentatives in 1777. In 1778, the year after he 
removed, to Boston, he was also one of the represen- 
tatives in the General Court. And in 1782 he was a 
member of Congress from Massachusetts. In all 
these stations, he proved himself worthy of the trust 
reposed in him. He was intelligent, active, and 
judicious. For most of the time, however, from 
1778 to 1789, he was devoted to his profession, and 
rose to the first eminence among the barristers in 
the State. He was learned as a jurist, powerful as 
an advocate, and of undeviating probity. In 1789, 
when the federal government was organized, he was 
appointed the judge of the United States Court for 
the district of Massachusetts. His conduct in this 
ofiice was highly approved ; for he was alike prompt 
and impartial. In 1800, he was appointed Chief 
Justice of the Circijit Court of the United States, 
but held the ofiice only one year ; in 1801, the Court 
was abolished. After that period, Jndg^ Lowell re- 
tired from public life, and spent the last six years in 
the society of his family and friends : respected by 
all who knew him, and endeared to all who were 
his intimate associates. Judge Lowell jpleaded the 
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cause of an African held in, slavery, gratis, before 
the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, in 
1783, and obtained a verdict for his client. An 
action was commenced in the lower court, in the 
County of Worcester, 1781, (the year after the con- 
stitution of the State was adopted ; which declares 
as a fundamental and universal truth, that all men 
are born free and equal,) against the owner of a 
slave, for an assault and battery by the master. 
His defence was, that the person beaten was his 
slave, and he might strike him at his pleasure. 
The master was convicted of an assault, and fined. 
The decision of the court was, that the man beaten 
or assaulted, was not a slave, and that no law of 
the State authorised one man to hold another as such. 
From that time, public opinion in Massachusetts was 
decidedly against slavery. Those few who contin- 
ued in domestic servitude, did so voluntarily. 
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MANLY, JOHN a naval commander daring the 
greater part of the Revolutionary war, was a citizen 
of Marblebead, in Massachusetts* He was an ar- 
dent patriot, and engaged in the service of the coun- 
try on the sea, at a very early period. In the latter 
part of the year 1775, he took several English trans* 
ports bound for the army, under General Gage, in 
Boston. He had a commission as commander of an 
armed vessel from General Washington, with author- 
ity to attack, capture, and bring into some port in 
Massachusetts, any British vessel he might meet. — 
The vessels he captured were of great use to the 
American army ; having clothing, and woollen goods, 
and a variety of military stores. His success was 
very great, and his praises uttered by every one at 
that period. When sometime in the year after, a 
frigate was built by Massachusetts, Capt. Manly re- 
ceived the command of her. But his usual success 
did not attend him in this larger vessel. He indeed 
captured one large ship belonging to the British ; but 
meeting with a ship of war of greater force than the 
vessel which he commanded, he was taken and 
|hrown into prison, where he suffered severely, and 
was detained a prisoner a long period. In 1782, he 
was again entrusted with the command of another 
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frigate ; but sailing to the West Indies, he unfortu- 
nately fell in the way of three British ships of the 
line, and was driven ashore. They did not, howev- 
er, succeed in captui:ing or destroying his vessel. — 
They cannonaded him two or three days, and did 
his vessel some injury, but he made his escape from 
his formidable enemy, and returned to Boston. He 
was destined, like many other brave men, to suiFer 
prosecution, on charges made by one of his officers, 
which, if well founded in part, were not sufficient to 
deprive a good public servant of all praise. Some 
improprieties of conduct, laid to his charge, were 
believed to be true ; but not such as to prove base . 
and dishonorable motives, nor want of courage as a 
public officer. He died in 1793, at the age of sixty ; 
and many mourned his death, as that of one who 
m^ited the gratitude of the country. 

MANNING, Rev. JAMES was an eminent Bap- 
tist Clergyman ; and several years President of the 
College in Rhode Island, now called Brown Univer- 
sity. Mr. Manning was the first President of that 
institution, when founded in 1770, at Warren. He 
held that station until his death in 1791. He was 
respectable as a scholar and a theologian, and very 
acceptable as a preacher. For several years, after 
the college was removed to Providence^ he sustained 
the office of pastor of the first Baptist Church in that 
town. He was called an evangelical preacher ; but 
he was more catholic in his opinions than most 
others of hisdenominaticm. He was occasionally in 
public political life ; and at one time a member of 
Congress. He had a good spirit of government ; and 
under his superintendence, the college became very 
prosperous and extensively useful. 

MATHER, Rev. COTTON D. D. F. R. S. was 
son of Rev. Dr. Increase Mather, and received his first 
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degree in Harvard College, in the year 1678. He 
was very studious from his youth; and was re- 
puted the most learned man in Massachusetts. He 
read much, and bad a good memory : But he bad 
less judgment than bis father, or many other divines 
of that day. He was also vain of his learning, and 
ostentatious and .pedantic in the display he made of 
it. And with all his learned lore, he was very 
injudicious, and often decided incorrectly in the or- 
dinary concerns of life. He was also prone to su- 
perstitious opinions and apprehensions. The pre- 
tended witchcraft at Salem was fully credited by 
him ; and he, in fact, urged the prosecution of many 
a poor ignorant but innocent person, even to the 
death, as having committed a capital crime, re- 
nounced God and given their allegiance to the Devil. 
This was a sad delusion ; and it is truly surprising 
that men of learning should have fallen into such an 
error. Dr. Mather published a history of the early 
churches in New England, with biographical notices of 
eminent men of the first and second generations; and 
he published sermons almost without number. They 
make a great display of learning, but he wanted good 
taste and judgment. He had a desire to dictate or 
to interfere with the civil affairs of the coloqy. He 
sought to influence the Governor and General Court ; 
and when they would not follow his advice, he was 
severe in his censures. Before his time, the clepgy 
were often consulted by the civil magistrates ; and 
somle of the former were willing to control in political 
as well as ecclesiastical affairs. Dr. Mather did not 
long survive his venerable father. He died in 1728, 
at the age of sixty-six. 

MATHER, Rev. INCREASE D. D. was a son 
of Rev. Richard Mather of Dorchester, and educated 
in Harvard College, with the class of 1656. He had 
a high character fpr learning, and was an able tbeo- 
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logian. He settled in Boston, at the north part of 
the town, over the second congregational society. — 
There were at that period several learned divines in 
the colony ; but none were snperior to Mr. Mather. 
He was made Rector, and then President of Harvard 
College, though still the pastor of a church in Boston, 
He visited England in 1 688, as a private or informal 
agent, to make known the grievances of the people 
under the arbitrary administration of Sir Edmund 
Andros, who was made governor in December 1686, 
and the General Court discontinued. He was the 
principal' agent in procuring the second charter for 
Massachusetts^ of William and Mary, in 1691 ; which 
was disapproved on some accounts, particularly as it 
provided for the appointment of Governor of the 
Province by the King, instead of an election by the 
people in the Province, as had been the case under the 
first charter. But in some respects the second char- 
ter was better than the first ; as it expressly guaran- 
teed liberty of conscience in religious worship and 
discipline, and provided for a proper judicial tribunal 
separate from the legislative and executive branches 
of the government. Mr. Mather acted as president 
of the college several years after his return to Bos- 
ton ; when it was objected to him, that he was pas- 
tor of a church at a distance, and could not therefore 
fully discharge the duties of President. He left the 
ofiice, however, with the good will and esteem of the 
governors of the college ; ahd about this time received 
the degree of D. D., the first conferred by the cor- 
poration of that literary institution. He died in 
1723, at the age of eighty-four. 

MAXEY, Rev. JONATHAN D. D. was the im- 
mediate successor of Rev. Mr. Manning, as President 
of Brown University. He had received his educa- 
tion in that seminary, and was among the most dis- 
tinguished of its graduates. He was elected Presi- 
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dent, at a more early age than is common, but his 
character as a scholar and a man of talents was very 
high. He wrote with ease, correctness and elegance : 
his style was flowing and ornate, yet exhibiting 
much energy of thought. He also surpassed most 
of his contemporaries in his elocution. He remained 
only a few years, however, as President of Brown 
University. He accepted an invitation to be princi- 
pal of a college in South Carolina ; and accordingly 
removed to that State. But his health became in- 
jured by the climate ; and he survived only a few 
years, after his removal. The views of Dr. Maxey 
on revealed religion were similar to those of Rev, 
Dr. Toulmin of England, and of Dr. Mayhew and 
others of his school in New England. He was an 
independent and honest inquirer after the truth ; and 
he urged the right and duty of exercising reason, in 
judging of the true meaning of revelation. * The sys- 
tem of Calvin did not receive his assent nor appro- 
bation. He had a more elevated and liberal view 
of the Christian religion ; believing it addressed to 
man as a rational and accountable being ; and as 
designed, not for the exclusive benefit of a. few ; but 
for the enlightenment and improvement of all man- 
kind. 

MAYHEW, Rev. JONATHAN D. D. was a son 
of Experience Mayhew, named below ;- and oiie of 
the most able theological writers of his time. He 
was born in 1720, and received his public education 
in Harvard College, in 1744. While a member of 
the College, he had the reputation of a hard student^ 
and a good scholar. His age was then such that 
he profited probably more than had he passed his 
college life when six or eight years younger. After 
he left college he pursued his theological studies 
with great industry : and was settled over the west 
Church in Boston, in less than three years after 
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taking his first degree. But even then, at the age 
of twenty-seven, he was distinguished for strong 
and discriminating powers of intellect, and ardent 
and benevolent affections. He was a close thinker, 
and searched any subject presented for discussion or 
examination, with great attention and thoroughness. 
Before he was thirty years old, he published several 
discourses, on the *' right of private judgment," and 
" the use of reason in examining revelation," which 
gained for him the character of a powerful reasoner, 
and an able defender of true protestant principles. 
These discourses were re-published in England, and 
gave him a high reputation in that country, as a 
scholar and a divine. ""And at that time, when he 
was only twenty-nine years of age, he received the 
degree of D. D. from the University of 'Aberdeen in 
Scotland. His literary industry was very great; 
and he published more, within fifteen years from 
the time above mentioned, than any individual had 
done in America ; but submitted nothing to the 
press, except what merited publication. 

His works exhibited great reflection, and maturity 
of thought and study. His perceptions were re- 
markably clear ; and his attention and study of the 
subjects of his consideration far more close and tho- 
\ rough than most others. But Dr. Mayhew was a 
faithful pastor and impressive preacher. No one ap- 
peared to labor more sincerely for the spiritual wel- 
fare of his people. He preached to them in season 
and out of season. He was desirous to have them 
well grounded in the faith of the gospel — to be real 
and rational believers. And to be duly sensible of 
their obligations to all holiness and virtue. In doing 
this, he often spoke comparatively light of specula- 
tive faith. His doctrines^ were according to godliness, 
and not in conformity to the creeds of fallible men. 
For this independence and honesty, he was some- 
times severely censured ; but it did not move him 
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from his high purpose of learning his divine Master's 
wUl from the scriptures, and declaring that toUlj and 
nothing but that will, as necessary to salvation. His 
principal work was a defence of the Congregational 
form of government, and the equality of Christism 
ministers, in opposition both to the Church of Rome^ 
and of England. His opponents were silenced, by 
his strong reasons and arguments. His other publi- 
cations were numerous. He died in 1766, ^t the age 
of forty-six, leaving the character of an ardent pat- 
riot, a learned theologian, and a benevolent man. 

MAYHEW, THOMAS came to Massachusetts in 
1632, and resided at Mystic sometime ; but in 1641, 
removed to the Vineyard, and there lived to a great 
age. He purchased a large tract, of land on thai 
island, of the native Indians ; and always lived on 
friendly terms with them. — At that time 'they were 
very numerous. He and his son Thomas early en* 
gaged in teaching the Indians the doctrines of Chris* 
tianity, and made many sincere converts. They be- 
gan their labors in this way a short time even before 
Mr, Eliot of Roxbury preached to the Indians. The 
son was entirely devoted to this benevolent object ; 
but was lost at sea, when on a voyage to England, 
when he was only about thirty years of age. The 
father attended to the good work after the death of 
his son : and he instructed several of the Indians so 
that they became regular preachers to their brethren ; 
and several small churches were formed on the 
Vineyard. His grandson and great-grandson were 
also religious teachers to the Indians, and were hap- 
pily instrumental in promoting the spiritual good of 
many of them. Rev. Experience May hew, the 
father of the learned Dr. Jonathan Mayhew, was 
also a teacher to the tribe of Indians at Gayhead, on 
the Vineyard, many years. He was a man of talents 
a.nd learning, and published a work with the title of 
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'^Orace defended;" in which he departed some- 
what from the Calvinistic creed, and contended 
that man had naturally a po'wer to do something 
towards his eonrersion and salvation. It was scrip- 
tnral and rational, yet was not fully approved by 
those who made Calvin's institutes their standard 
ratha.than the Sacred Volume. Zachariah May* 
hew was a son of Experience, and the last of the 
name, who acted as missionary to the Vineyard In* 
dians. He lived to a great age, and died in the year 
1802. 

McKEAN, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. a native of 
Londonderry, New Hampshire, and an alumnus of 
Dartmouth College, in the class of 17Y8, was several 
• years pastpr of the first Church and Society in Bev- 
erly. He was settled there in 1782, and c<Mitinued 
till the year 1802, when he was elected president of 
Bowdoin College, then recently founded at Bruns- 
wick, in Mame. Dr. McKean had the character of 
a good scholar and a correct writer; and was a 
popular preacher. But he had rather solid and use- 
ial qualities, than brilliant He disdiarged the inb- 
portant duties devolving on him, both as a clergy* 
man and the principal of a literary seminary, Vith 
«eat fiddity. He was well qualified to be at the 
head of a college, as his conduct exhibited equal 
mildness and decision, moderation and firmness. 
Dr. MeKean died in 1807, at the age of fifty-six. 

McKEAN, Rev. JOSEPH D. D. L L. D. was 
a native of Boston, and after a good classical edu- 
cation in the Latin school in that town, and the 
usual term of lour years as a student in Harvard 
College, received his fiist degree there, in 1794. 
With a quick apptehension, and uncommonly correct 
ceeceptioDs, and a good degree of application, he left 
the university with the reputation, well^eserved, of 

25 
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a ripe scholar, and giving mach piomifle of fatnre 
eminence. He spent two years after leaving college 
as a teacher of youth ; and, having devot^ much 
of his time to theological subjects, <^iefly under ^e 
directions of the learned Dr. John Eliot of Bostim; 
he began to preach a short time before taking a 
second degree, and was ordained over the Church 
and Society in Milton. After a few years, he found 
his health impaired; and at his request, on thai 
account, was dismissed from the pastoral office in 
that place. He preached occasionally, however, as 
his health would permit ; for the Christian ministry 
was his deliberate choice, and it was his highest 
pleasure to impart religious instruction to his fellow 
men. He knew the controling influence of Chris- 
tianity, and wished to persuade others to yield to its 
mild and purifying spirit For about nine years, 
from 1809 lo 1818, he occupied the chair of professoi 
of rhetoric and oratory in Harvard College; being 
the immediate successor of Hon. John Q. Adams. 
He often preached during this period, and was in- 
vited to take the pastoral charge of the firsf Church 
in the city of Boston. But his healthi which was 
still precarious, probably preventied his accepting the 
invitation. He visited one of the islands in the 
West Indies, for the recovery of his health ; but the 
experiment was not successful in the object proposed 
and sought He fell a victim to disease in 1818, at 
the age of forty-two. Dr. McKean posse^ssed strone 
powers of imagination, as well as good taste and 
ridi treasures of useful learning. His compositions 
w^re sometimes labored, often ornate, and always 
indicative of an ardent temperament He usually 
spoke with power, and lonade an impression on hif 
hearers; for he spoke with perfect sincerity, and 
from thorough convicti<m of the truth aqd import- 
ance of what he said. He published several ser>^ 
mons and orations, a beautiful memoir of his friend 
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the Rev. Dr. Eliot ; and several articles in the Re-^ 
Tiews and Magazines of the day. 

MELLBN, PRENTISS L L. D. was a native of 
Lancaster, and received his public education in Har- 
Tard College, where he was graduated in 1784. He 
read law with Mr. Barrister Bourne, of Barnstable, 
and commenced the practice in Bridgewater; but 
soon removed to Portland. He had an extensive 
practice as a lawyer many years in Maine ; and.at- 
tended the judicial courts in all the counties. He 
was an able jurist, and a popular pleader at the bar. 
He had a seat in the supreme Executive Council in 
Massachusetts, and also in the Senate of the United 
States. In 1820, when Maine became an indepen- 
dent State, Mr. Mellen was appointed Chief Justice 
of the highest judicial tribunal in the Common- 
wealth. He presided with ability, promptness, im- 
partiality and dignity ; and continued in that im- 
portant station until he was seventy years of age, in 
1836, beyond which the constitution did not allow a 
judge to remain in office. His health was so firm, 
however, that he engaged in the practice afteY re- 
tiring from the bench ; and as a counsellor was often 
consulted. Judge Jlellen died in 1841, at the age of 
seventy-six. He enjoyed the friendship and respect 
gf all who were well acquainted with his character, 
which was that of a learned, benevolent, public 
q>irited, and religious man. 

MELVILLE, THOMAS Esq. had his public 
education in Princeton College, New Jersey, and re- 
ceived his first degree in 1769. He was also admit- 
ted to a degree in Harvard College, in 1773. He 
early settled in Boston, and was an enterprising 
merchant, and a zealous patriot. He joined the 
resolnte band of young men, who destroyed the 'tea 
OB board two British ships in Boston harbor, in De- 
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oember 1773. The peafde had reiolTed not to bay 
or nse tea, as there was a high duty laid upon it, tp 
come ont of their pockets, for augmenting the Brit« 
iHh revenue, and not for the benefit of the Prtnrince. 
Nor was the law imposing the duty, passed by the 
representatives of the people in the colony, but by 
the parliament in England, in which the colomistt 
had no voice nor representatives. Every effort was 
made, by application to the agent and factor of th« 
owners of the tea, as well as to the consignees, and 
to 'the governor, to order back the tea : but all 
proved ineffectual ; and after two days of delay and 
unsuccessful application, early in the evening of the 
third day of the meetings of the citizens, a body of 
young men, about sixty or seventy, proceeded to the 
vessels, and cast the chests of tea into the- water of 
the bay. No personal violence was done or offered 
to any one, and no injury to the vessels. These 
were a few other unlawful acts committed, similar 
to this, by the citizens, between 1765 and 177& ; as 
that of burning the effigies of Mr. Oliver, the stamp 
distributor, — the rescue of a vessel, seized under eii- 
cumstanccs of great provocation, by the officers of 
the customs ; and the injury done to the house and 
papers of Governor Hutchinson; but these were 
perpetrated at a time of great excitement, and with- 
out the countenance of the leadmg characters among 
the whigs. The one most wanton and most regreW 
ed, was that committed on the house and ' papers of 
Governor Hutchinson. Mr. Melville had a commis- 
sion as a Major, part of the war of the Revolution ; 
and after the war was over be held an office in the 
department of the customs, several years, and until 
he was seventy *8ix years of age. 

MINOT, GEORGE RICHARDS was a native of 
Boston, and had his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1778. He studied law. 
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and at the end of three years, opened an office for 
piractioe in Boston. Even at that early period of 
life, he had a high character for talents, learning and 

And he always enjoyed, in an uncommon 
i, the confidence of his fellow citizens. In his 
deportment also, he has mild and conciliating; and 
x&o one perhaps had fewer enemies. Mr. Minot was 
sometime clerk of the House of Representatives, and 
secretary of the Convention in Massachusetts, which 
a4opted the Constitution of the United States, in 
1788. In 1792, he was appointed judge of prols^te 
for the County of Suffolk, on the resignation of Judge 
^Wendell. He was an excellent writer, and his pub- 
lications prove him to have been a man of close ob« 
servation and extensive knowledge. His history of 
Massachusetts, following the period included in that 
by Hutchinson, was favorably repeived by the best 
scholars in the country ; and was far more in the 
tme historical style and manner than the other. On 
the death of that great and good man, General Wash-* 
ington, December 1799, Judge Minot was selected by 
\h6 general voice of the citizens of Boston, to pro* 
Bounce his eulogy. The oration did^fuU justice to the 
extraordinary personage whom it portrayed and cel« 
ebrated, but was perfectly chaste and free from all 
exaggerated expressions of praise. With a very dis* 
criminating taste, with great industry and an un- 
common spirit of inquiry, he made acquirements in 
various departments of literature r And was thus 
qualified to be an instructive and interesting compan-* 
ion. Judge Minot died January 1802, in the forty* 
fourth year of his age. 

MOODY, SAMUEL had his education in Har- 
vard College, and received bis first degree in the 
year 1746. He studied theology, and preached 
sometime after he left college, and then engaged in 
the instruction of youth; and particularly in pre- 
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paring young men for eolerkig the uniTeraily* The 
greater part of his life was deyoted to this honorable 
and intellectual employment For nearly thirty 
years he was Master of the Dummer Academyi 
established at Newbury in 1762, designed to give 
young men a good classical education: and Mr. 
Moody was fully competent to the task. Some of 
the best scholars educated in Harvard College, six- 
ty and eighty years ago, were first under his tuition : 
as Theophilus Parsons and brothers, Dr. Thomas 
Kittredge, Samuel Phillips, Dr. D. Tappan, £* 
Pearson, L L. D., R. King, D. A. Tyng, W. PrescoU, 
B. Pick man, &c. Mr. Moody died suddenly in 
1785, at the age of sixty-one. 

MORTON, Rev. CHARLES B. D. came to New 
England in 1685, and was minister of Cha^lestown 
several years. He died there in 1698. He had his 
education in Wadham College, Oxford ; and his 
reputation was very high as a scholar. He devoted 
several years to the instruction of youth. Several of 
his pupils were distinguished characters in England,, 
twenty and thirty years afterwards. He had the 
expectation of being President of Harvard College, 
when he came to Boston ; but from some cause did 
not receive the election. He was, however, a Pel* 
low of the College, and sometime Vice President. 
And he gave lectures to the pupils at his house in 
CharlestoWn ; which was not approved by the gov- 
ernors of the college. ^ There seems to have been 
some rivalship, or jealousy towards him. Perhaps 
the elder Dr. Mather did not well like his great repu- 
tation as a learned man. Several of his works were 
published. But he was not a very voluminous 
writer. He thought '' a great book a great evil." 
The title of one pamphlet he wrote, was '^ the little 
peace maker," another, '^ advice to candidates for the 
ministry," another, ^' the way of good men, for wise 
men to walk in." 
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MORTON, Hon. PEftEZ was a native of Ply. 
iqputh, and had his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1771.^ He studied law ; 
but the war of the Revolution prevented his en- 
gaging in the practice, when he completed liis 
studies. The subject of the contest with England 
absorbed all other concerns. Mr. Morton was an 
ardent patriot ; and when quite young took a de- 
cided part with the friends of civil liberty. In 1775, 
he was one of the Committee of Safety for Boston ; 
and in 1776, was appointed Deputy Secretary ; Mr. 
Samuel Adams, then the Secretary, being also a 
member of the continental Congress, which met at 
Philadelphia. After a few years, he opened an of- 
fice, as attorney at law, in Boston, and was in ex- 
tensive practice for a long period. As an eloquent 
writer and speaker, very few, in this country, have 
sarpasoed Mr. Morton. He always used good lan- 
guage, and spoke with propriety and efiect. He 
often had a seat in the General Court, and was also 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. In 1808, 
he was appointed Attorney General of MassachUr 
setts ; and continued in that important office until 
the year 1833, when he resigned on account of his 
advanced age, and the infirm state of his health. He 
died in 18^, at the age of eighty-seven. 
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NORTON, Rev. JOHN came to Massachusetts in 
1636 ; and preached a few months at Plymouth and 
then at Boston, but took up his residence in Ipswich 
in 1636. That town had then been settled nearly 
two years, and had one preacher before Mr. Norton. 
He ranked among the most learned of the clergy, and 
was an able polemic. He contended earnestly for 
the Calvinistic system, and would not tolerate those 
who deviated at all from it. When Mr. Pynchon, a 
principal man of the first company in 1630, wrote 
a hook, which opposed in some respects the doctrine 
of atonement, according 16 Calvin, Mr. Norton pub- 
lished a reply, with which many were satisfied. But 
it did not convince Mr. Pynchon ; whose position 
was "that the sufferings and death of Christ were 
but trials of his fidelity as the teacher and witness 
of the truth." These two views have more or less 
prevailed in the Christian world to the present day. 
Mr. Norton was called to take charge of the first 
church and congregation in Boston, in 1652, and 
cotitinued in that station until his death, which oc- 
curred suddenly, on the Lord's day, in the year 1663, 
at th^ age of fifty-seven. In the year 1662, he was 
appointed an agent to the court of Charles II, to en- 
gage the favor aiid clemency of that Prince for New 
England. He lived but a short time after his return. 
He wrote Latin with great facility and purity. Some 
of bis publications were in that language. 
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NOWELL, INCREASE was one of the compa- 
ny of fifteen hundced, who came with Governor 
Winthrop to CSiarlestown, in 1630, to plant a colony 
in Massachusetts ; and he was one of the principal 
men who composed that resolute band of Christians^ 
who d|ose rather to emigrate to a wilderness, than to 
be governed by worldly men in matters of religion. 
He joined the infant Christian church, formed within 
a few weeks after the company landed. He was 
one of the original patentees of lAaSsachusetts, and a 
member of the first Board of Assistants ; and some- 
time Secretary of the Colony. He received the elec- 
tion of Ruling Elder of the Church, in 1630 ; but, it 
being then supposed improper for an ofiicer in the 
church to hold civil office, Mr. Nowell resigned his 
place as ruling elder in 1632 ; and was elected one 
of the assistants for several years, and till his death. 
He had a large estate, but was a zealous puritan, and 
made great sacrifices for the triith. When most of 
the leading characters of the company removed to 
Boston, he continued in Charlestown. 

OAEES, Rev. URIAN, came to Massachusetts in 
1631, when a child ; and was educated in Harvard 
College with the class of 1649. The classes were 
then small; composed of six or eight, for several 
3^ears; And it is rather remarkable that there were 
8o many, dian that there were not more. For the 
early settlers had to struggle hard for a comfortable 
anbsistence, during the first thirty years. And the 
founding of a college for the advancement of human 
learning, and for '^ rearing up learned young men," 
in addition to the means of a ccxnmon education, 
speaks volumes in praise of the puritan fathers of 
New England ; both of their wisdom and piety ; of 
their regard for the temporal and spiritual welfare 
CRf their posterity. As there were but a few students 
in the College^ the mecms and opportunity for be^^ 
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comiBg good scholafs were very great President 
Dunater was eminent as a classical scholar, as well 
as a theologian : and Samuel Mather and Samuel 
Danforth, the fellows and teachers in 16^-48, 
were deemed learned young men. As did a great 
portion of the graduates, especially at that early pe- 
riod, Mr. Oakes studied divinity. He went to 
England, and was settled in the ministry there ; but 
returned in 1670, and became pastor of the Church 
and society in Cambridge, where the college was lo« 
cated. He had been particularly request^ to come 
and take charge of that church ; for it was consider- 
ed important to have a^ good scholar, as well as a 
good preacher there. Mr. Oakes was eaiiy chosen 
one of the fellows : and in 1675 the President of the 
College, as successor to Mr. Hoar : but he died with<- 
in six years after his election, 1681, at the age of ' 
fifty. The early writers, who speak of President 
Oakes, represent him as a ripe scholar, an elegant 
writer, an impressive pulpit orator, and a poet He 
wrote Latin in a Ciceronean style. 

He published a Latin elegy on the death of Rev. 
Mr. Shepard of Charlestown, who died young : an 
election 3ermon, not inferior to th%t of Stonghton, 
of Mitchell or of Hubbard,^ which were said to be 
the best delivered, on a^ similar occasion, during the 
first seventy years of the Colony. His epitaph de^c- 
cribes him as one very conspicuous for piety, genius 
and learning: and for fidelity in the discharge ofhia 
duties, both as pastor of the church and President of 
the college. ^ 

OLIVER, ANDREW an. inhabitant of Salem, a 
great part of his life, -was a son of Lieutenant Gov^ 
ernor Andrew Oliver. The father was long in pub- 
lic stations in the province, and of a good education; 
having received a degree in Harvard College hi 
1724 He was ranked among the literary clmrac- 
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ters of his time ; and was chosen a member of A, 
P. S. He was also sometime secretary of the prov- 
iiice. He died in 1774, at the age of sixty-nine. 
The son received his public education in Harvard 
CMlege, with the class of .1749. He was a hard 
student, and gave his attention chiefly to the subject 
of astronmny. He also was elected a n^ember of 
the A. P. S. at Philadelphia ; and of A. A., of Arts 
and Sd^Qces in Massachusetts, founded in 1780. 
The Philosophical Society at Philadelphia was 
foanded in 1750, and Franiclin was one of the origi- 
nal and most active members. In his political 
views, Mr. Oliver was ranked with the tories of 1776. 
Hiis was- natural, as his father and family were 
among the zealous friends of the parent government. 
But he did not take an active part in the con- 
test, nor depart the province, as did most of those 
of similat opinions. Some good men were inclined 
to sabinit to the measures of the British ministry ; 
in the hope, probably, that a milder policy would 
b^ adopted. Mr. Oliver was at one time, a justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas, in the County of 
Essex ; and once, in 1766, represented the town of 
Salem in the General Court. In 1772, Mr. Oliver 
jmblished an essay on comets, in two parts, intend* 
ed to explain the phenomena of the tail, (or comse,) 
of comets ; and to show their design and uses ; vriih 
observations on the planets. The volume was dedi- 
ieated to Hon. John Winthrop, L L. D. F. R. S. 
PiofiaBSor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, 
in Hsurvard College. It was considered an ingenious 
and learned work ; but it consisted very much of 
theory and conjecture. Two comets appeared in 
this hemisphere, about the middle of last century, 
or a Utile, past, and excited great attention ; a por* 
lion of the people were mnch alarmed at their ap- 
pearance. . Mr. Oliver died in 1799, aged sixty-* 
oie^t 
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ORNE, Hon. AZCHl of Marbleheftd^ was an early 
and ardent a^Tocate for the rights of the colonies, 
when the British ministry encroached on those 
rights, and claimed to leg^ate for the pe^^Ie in 
America, in all eas^ trAotever. It was trely a cnt^ 
icat period ; and had not the intelligent men of that 
day, stood firm and resolute in defence of etrii liber- 
ty, we of the present generation had been the most ab- 
ject and degraded slaves. Mr. Ome was a detente 
from Harbtehead, to the Essex County Convention, 
held in Sept. 1774, to consult fer tl» defence uid 
welfare of the province. He was also a member of 
the Provincial Congresses, in October 1774, in F^m- 
ary and in May 1776. And a great portion of the 
time he was one of the committee of safety, which 
was appointed in November 1774, and clothed with 
executive authority. It was often in sessimi, 
during the sitting of the Provincial Congress, and in 
the recess of that assemMy. Mr; Ome had h&exL a 
Colonel of Militia before that year : and he was an 
efficient and important member of committees on 
military affairs, in organizing the provincial troops, 
and in collecting arms and amunitkm : and the ser- 
vice required more than common activity and ener- 
gy. Colonel Ome was a member of the General 
Court some years before the time above mentioned ; 
and ranked high among the men of influence in the 
legislature. He was also of the Senate^ and of the 
Executive Council of Massachusetts, for several 
years after the adoption of the Constitution of the 
State, in 1780.^ Few men in the State were more 
years in public life then Mr. Orne ; and none were 
more riespected. 

OSGOOD, Rev. DAVID D. D. was a native <rf An* 
dpver, in Massachusetts, and received his education 
in Harvard College, with the class of 1771. He was 
ordained pastor of the church in Medford, near Bos* 



toUi ift 1774; a^od liad a I^i^ng iniQisteriii.1 coui^se ia 
that place, of nearly fifty years. He posseted superi- 
or mental powers, and had strong passions and preju- 
dices. U|)der the guidance of religions principles, 
tb09e ntitiual feelings were jji » good measure sub- 
dued ; fUid yet soiq^ of his opinions were evidently 
ivemed under improper biases.. When he began to 
French, be wi^si striqtly Calvinistic ; aiid like many 
who adapt that ci^eed, he considered it necessary to 
ineifi on bis peculiar views as i^s^itial to salvation. 
The foUowing anecdote has been related of him, in 
lofer^iee to this point. His father was what soma 
Ihen odled an Arminian) and others, a moderate 
Calviniftt. But he did not however, subscribe to 
Ibe hig^ points pf Calvinism. He was a professor of 
feUgioo, and ,ao upright ^and pious character. His 
•ca pleached for his minister, 'Dr. Symihes, and rep- 
reaented all those who did not assent to the five 
paiBls of the. Q^silvinistic system as unconverted, 
and in^ the sure way to bell. After meeting, his 
&lhef desired himJa review his peculiar opinions by 
Ihe. light both of season/ ajad scripture: For, he 
added, ^^ if your doctrines are true, your father hm 
no jast b(>pe of salvation, and is in the broad way of 
defltmction.V Mr* Osgood thought often and much 
of this admonition ; and the consequence was more 
lihtni v^W3 of rdi^ion,,and less strqs? being laid by 
him cta those abstruse doctrines. And in the latter 
f«ct of his life Dr. O^ood had the character a very 
catholic Christian* He exchanged pulpits with most 
id tba. cleffgymen of Boston, who were professedly 
Uaitaoian, and anti-Calviniistic. Dr. Osgood pub- 
lished aereral sermons, prepared for public occasions} 
which are highly creditable to him as a divine and a 
nan of talenta. But the <erf €fr of bis early life clung 
to him< to the iasD. Ue was positive, dogmtical, and 
in his oensuffes , of those, whto^difiered from him, oftc^ 
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harsh and severe. He died in 1882, at the age tt 
seTenty-four. 

OSGOOD, Hon. SAMUEL was a native of An- 
dover and received' a*degree in Harvard College, in 
the year 1770. When quite a young man, not more 
than twenty-five, he took a decided and active part 
in the contest in defence of colonial rights and civil 
liberty, in opposition to the oppressive measures of 
Great Britain. — He was a delegate from Andover to 
the Convention of Essex County, in September 1774, 
and a member of the second Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, which met at Cambridge, in February 
1775. He was on several committees to whom very 
important subjects were referred. In the course of 
the year 1775, he had a military commission; and 
was first a Captain, then Brigade- Major, and then 
Colonel. He continued in tbe army most of the 
war, and was assistant to the Commissary QeneraL 
In 1781, he was chosen a member of Coogress, and 
was sometime Post-Master-General, before and after 
the federal government was established. He was 
also a commissioner for adjusting the accounts be* 
tXveen the State of Massachusetts, and tbe United 
States, soon after the Revolutionary war terminate* 

• 

OTIS, Hon. JAMES was a citizen of Barnstable, 
where his ancestor removed from Scituate, in Ply- 
month County. In the former part of his life, he 
attended to agriculture, and occasionally to the art 
of glazing. But be had a laudible curiosity to gain 
a knowledge of history, particularly of New and 
tOld England. And his reading for this purpose ex- 
'cited a, desire and le^id to the study of politics. He 
hecat^e distinguished by his information from mo^ 
of his fellow citizens, when in the meridian of life ; 
and he had a commission for the peace, and as a 
judge of the County Court. He o£ten had a seat 
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also in the House of t Representatires, and several 
times at the Coimcil Board. When the dispute with 
Great Britain began, in 1764, as to the extent of 
the powers of the legislative assembly of Mas^chu- 
setts, and to the supremacy of parliament over the 
eoionies, Mr. Otis was found an ardent and intelli- 
gent advocate for the rights of the people in Amer- 
ica. He acted with those who acknowledged alle- 
giance to the crown, and were willing to remain a 
part of the British empire, as it had been, with 

giwer in the colonial assemblies to make all laws 
r the internal police of the province, and the as- 
sessmeQt of all taxes, and allowing authority to the 
parliament only to regulate trade and commerce. 
This class of men contended that the parliament in 
England could only justly, and consistently with 
English liberty, legislate for the subjects in Great 
Britain, as they were represented in that assembly — 
but, as the people in the colonies were not and could 
not be fairly represented in parliament, they were 
allowed by their charter to have a legislative assem- 
bly in each colony, liable to be restrained only, by 
die negative of the king's governor and agent in the 
province, and by a prohibition not to pass any law 
direetly repugnant to the laws of England. Mr. Otis 
was in the legislature almost every year from 1763 
to 1775 : and often the chairman of very important 
committees during that critical period. He was ac- 
cused of great ambition, by bis political enemies ; 
and his opposition to ministerial measures was 
charged 1^ disappointment in not obtaining offices he 
wished. ' But his friends said in reply, that he was 
qualified for, and deserved the offices he sought j and 
that the advocates of the British ministry unjustly 
monopolized all the honorable and lucrative places 
in the i^ovince. 

OTIS, JAMES Jr., son of the former, was edu- 
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caled in Harrftrd College, and reeeived Mi fintde- 
ffiee in 1743. He early engaged in Ae y t oft aaicn ct 
hw ; and had a high reputation both as a joriat and 
an adyocata He was learned in his prefesflmi ; and 
his power as a pleader was nneommonly great. He 
well understood human nature, and had aeqviied 
extensive information; so that, at the age of tfanty 
and thirty-five, he was prefened by most persons, 
who had important cases in court, to all other attor- 
nies or barristers in the Province. On great ques- 
tions of constitutional law he was qualifiied to a^ue 
as those who were twenty years older. And he was 
in the habit of considering the fundamendal axioms 
and principles of lawr And these great principles 
he applied alike to liberty and justice. Justice and * 
liberty with him were not incompatible; and law, 
he contended, was designed to support those two 
great pillars of human society and homan happi- 
ness. He was therefore a whig from principle ; and 
his appeals in favor of whig principles and measnres 
were powerful and irresistible; for he had nature and 
reason and truth on his side. It was said by Presi- 
dent Adams, than whom no one could speak more 
correctly, respecting Mr. Otis, that he first set the 
ball of the Revolution in motion, and kept it in mo- 
tion for several years. His opposition to the writs of 
assistance iii 1761, a most arbitrary measure, fated 
both to the personal and social rights of the people, 
was bold and able ; and gave a great check to the 
insolence of British agents and custom-house officers. 
Even the Lieutenant Governor, who was then a jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court, and had authorized die 
issue of such writs, stood rebuked at the bdldness of 
Otis, supported as he was by law and justice* Lu- 
ther was not more formidable to the corrupt agents of 
the Pope in 1620. " The Rights of the Colonies," 
written by Mr. Otis, had a very great effect in con- 
vincing the people generally of the importance of 
preserving their charter liberties, and of remons- 
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tmHaoBig aMiiist die arhitmry ineasuM* Iben proposed 
by Ae aamiQialratioa in EnglaQd. In the disputes, 
oammcnding in 1764) a&d contiauing till 1775, fot 
Aoaoleiigkt of the Golonial legialative assemblies 
to lay taxes, and make all internal laws and reaula4 
tioDs, and denying the authority of the British Far-« 
liiUKient to legislate and tax. and govern the Ameri-^ 
cans, ^ccepl; as it relates to the concerns of a foreign 
commerce, Mr. Otis was one of the principal agents, 
either as a member of the General Assembly of the 
Province, or as a citizen of Boston, the metropolis, 
and the town which usually gave the tone to the 
puUdc: measures then adopted. There were some 
other master-spirits, but none exceeded him, and fe ^ 
were equally zealous and powerful. Tte boldness 
umi deoision of Mr. Otis, in opposing the oppressive 
measures of the ^parent government, rendered him 
particularly obnoxious to its agents and officers in 
Boston. They insulted him, and on one occasion 
made an assault on him, when he received a blow 
on the head from one of them in a moment of angry 
dispute, which affected his intellect, and he was 
never after perfectly well. He declined all public 
office after this, ^1770,) except one year he consent* 
ed to take a seat m the House of Representatives, in 
1771, or 1772 ; and also took part in a tawn meeting, 
called to vindicate the citizens of Boston from unjust 
statements macle of their conduct by British agents* 
His friends never withdrew their confidence, but it 
was thought he mi^ht possibly injure his character 
£oc intelligence and judgment, if he should be forced 
into debate by his opponents, when he was suffering 
ondor the effects of his wound by mental depression 
or eccentricity. His reputation for patriotism, for 
sound political knowledge, and for intellectual pow-' 
er, waa so well established, that no temporary sus- 
pension or interruption of bis wonted able efforts 
oouid injuriously affect it* He had even then ac- 
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qoiied aodoonintted a oharaeter for patriotie devotiea 
and fot UDcommoa powers of nttnd, which mo aoei^ 
dent or misfortune could destroy : And all liie 
friends to the cause of civil liberty, defended by our 
fathers in 1770-76, will cherish his memory as of 
Me who was amoiig the ablest and mosi ardent pat<» 
riots of the ReToluti<». Mr. Otis was suddody 
taken away, by lightning, in 1783, at about the age 
of sixty years. 

OTIS, SAMUEL A. was a brother of the last 
named ; and received his education in Harvard Col* 
lege, with the class of 1769. He engaged in mer* 
Q^ntile pursuits, and settled in Boston. He abo 
took an active part in the cause of ciVil libirarty, at 
an early period of the dispute with the parent goer- 
emment But was too young, when the controver* 
sy b^an to be a {Hrominent actor, like his older 
Iffother. He had however, while rather a young 
man, a seat in the General Court, as a Representan 
tive from Boston in 1778, and was employed, in 
various agencies and services, in behalf of the Com'- 
monwealth. He was once Speaker of the House of 
Representatives; and a member of Congress in 
1787. When Shay's insurrection was put down an 
1787, Governor Bowdoin appointed commissioners 
to visit the western parts of the State, to inquire in* 
to the condition and views of the people, in order to 
restore tranquillity and harmony in the community. 
Mr. Otis was one of them. When the federal gov- 
ernment was formed, in 1789, under the new Con- 
stitution, Mr. Otis received the office of the Secre** 
tary to the Senate ; and remained in that station till 
near the time of his death, when sickness induced 
him to resign it. He was always highly esteemed 
by his fellow citizens for his probity, attention to all 
his public duties, and for bland and courteous msiin 
ners. Hon. Harrison G. Otis, of Boston, is his son ; 
a man long in public life ; and not inferior, perhaps, 
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to any one of the honorable name, for political knowl* 
edge, enlarged patriotism, and successful efforts of 
oratory. Mr. Otis died in 1814, at ,the age of 
aeventy-tfaree. 

OXENBRIDGE, Ret. JOHN came to Massachu- 
setts in 1670} and was the pastor of the first church 
and society in Boston, four years. He had been 
ejected from the ministry in England, by the order 
of Charles II, in 1661, soon after his restoration to 
Ibe throne of his ancestors — More than two^ thousand 
learned and pious ministers were deprived of their 
pastoral office and living, for their non-conformity to 
the rites and fonns of the Episcopal Church, through 
die influence of bigotted prelates and narrow minded 

Cliticians. Some of them had gone from New Eng- 
id in the time of the commonwealth ; but they re^ 
tnrned after this intolerant measure of King Charles 
II. Mr. Oxenbridge was a learned theologian and a 
popular preacher^ Several of his discourses were 
pnblished.— ^neof them the election sermon, in May 
1671. He said, ''he knew that there was deep 
mischief plotting against New England, as ever 
the sun saw" — and added, ''as you have come 
hither for public helps and means, in support of 
({Nrimitive) ordinances, oh do not betray your liber* 
ties ; but lose your blood before you lose them, and 
the Lord with them. Bear the ark still on your shoul- 
ders, that the Lord may dwell with you.'' He^ re- 
ferAd probably, to the plan then proposed by the 
English hierarchy of directing and controling in all 
religious affairs in New England, as was done in 
Great Britain ; and of requiring entire conformity 
here as well as there, to all the forms and cere- 
monies o{ the English Church : which would have 
prbved wholly destructive of the purpose of the first 
and early settlers of Massachusetts — liberty to wor* 
ship CK>d according to his word, and not according 
to the commands of men. 
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PAINE, Hon. JIOBERT T. L L. D. was a na- 
tive of Weymouth, and received his public education 
in Harvard College^ where he was graduated in- 
17;49. His father was pastor of the church in Wey- 
mouth ; and from him he received a religious edu* 
eatioa in his youdi. He was a grateful, affectionate 
and dutiful sou ; and appropriated the fruits of his 
early labors, after he arrived at -manhood, to the 
support of his aged and infirm parent. And through 
a long life, much of it. devoted to the public service^ 
he gave evidence by his upright conduct, that he was 
governed by religious jMrinciples. Mr. Paine studied 
theology and preached a few months ; and went as^ 
chaplain with the Massachusetts troops against Can- 
ada, in 1756/ But he was not settled in the min- 
istry. He entered the professicm of law, and was in 
the practice several years at Taunton, in the Coun- 
ty of Bristol. By advice of his friends he removed 
to Boston ; and there continued the practice with 
the reputation of an able attorney and barrister. He 
was intimate with Rev. Dr. Mayhew: and at- 
tended on his ministry. In 1770, as the King's a^ 
torney was sick, Mr. Paine, assisted by ^muel 
Quincy, conducted the prosecution against Captain 
Preston, and his men, who fired on ih^ citizens of 
Boston, the evening of the 5 th pf March of that year, 
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when three persons were ktHed, and fiVe olhets 
wonnded He managed the trial with great abiUty 
and iligenuity. Mr. Paine was a delegate from 
Tannton, in 1774 and 1775^ where he then resided, 
to the first and second Provincial Congresses in Mash 
sachuaetts ; a member of the House of Assembly, ki 
May of the year 1774 ; and a delegate to the Con- 
tinental Congress, which met at Philadelphia in 
September 1774 ; and for several successive years. 
During a part of the time he was a member of the 
Executive Council ; was appointed a Judge x>f Uie 
Supreme Court in 1776 ; but declined. Under the 
new constitutron of Massachusetts, adopted in 1780, 
he was Attorney Gezleral from that year to 1790 : 
when he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. He continued in this high station, 
for fourteen or fifteen years; when the infimxities 
of age induced him to decline. He died in 1814, at 
the age of eighty-five. In his manners. Judge Paine 
was kss mild and courteous than some of his cos- 
temporaries — But he had very benevolent fbelii^, 
and good afiecticms, as all could bear witness who 
had frequent intercourse with him. As a lawyer, a 
judge, a magistrate, a politician and a citizen, he 
had the character of strict integrity and of upright 
and patriotic views.; He is to be classed with other 
good men of the last generation, to whose disinteis 
estedness and zeal and firmness, united, we are ii^ 
debted for the preservation of our civil liberties. 

PAINE, ROBERT T. Je. son of Hon. 'Robert 
T. Paine, received his education in Harvard College, 
and was graduated in the year 1792. He possessed 
superior talents, and waus reputed one of the best 
poetical writers of his time. He excelled most of 
his contemporaries in classical learning; and his 
poetry was often enriched by allusions to ancieii^ 
isfaaraeters and mythologieal legends. His writing! 



/ 



310 J0M9S VALUER. 

gave evidence of a s^ong imagination ; bat the pe- 
culiar character of his style was energyi He re- 
sembled Pope more than any other English poet. 
He expressed his opinions in concise, sententious 
phrases. There was nieaning in every line; he 
kiever sacrificed sense for the sake of a smooth style, 
or harmony of expression : and yet he was always 
happy in bis phraseology. His ballads and songs 
for national occasions, were written with much 
power and felicity ; and were received with enthusi* 
asm by congregated assemblies of the people. He 
studied law, but was too indolent, or too little at- 
tached to the profession, to devote himself to the 
practice. He had charge of a newspaper for some- 
time, and conducted it with great ability ;*for he 
was well informed on political subjects ; and of men 
and manners few knew so much. In givih^ sketch- 
es of puUic characters, he was also correct and in- 
teresting. Many fugitive pieces from his gifted pen, 
were given to the public ; and many are still pre- 
served ; but it is to be regretted that he prepared n^ 
great work, which it is believed he had talents tc^ 
have accomplished, at once honorable to himself and 
to Anierican literature. 

PALMER, JOSEPH Esq. was a citizen of 
Braintree, now Quincy, and was one of the patriots 
ia Massachusetts who early opposed the arbitrary 
measures of the British ministry, relating to the 
American Colonies. He had a seat in the three 
Provincial Congresses which convened at Concord, 
Cambridge, and Watertown, in October 1774, Feb- 
ruary 1775, and May 1775. He was also at the 
same time, one of the Committee of Safety, appoint- , 
ed by the first Provincial Congress, as an executive 
body ; and which oftien held meetings to provide for 
ike defence of the province, when 4he Congress was 
not in session. That he was an aeiive mraiber ap- 
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ptaVB from his being on a giieat number of com- 
miClees, to which the most important subjects were 
re£Brred ; and quite often th^ chairman. The duties 
thus assigned, could not but demand great attention 
and much time ; and his character viras that of a 
man of intelligence, activity, resolution, and of 
fidelity to. the trust conmiitted to him. Duriiig the 
years 1775 and 1776, he aiso held the commission 
of Colonel of the militia, and was often in the field 
in the vicinity of Boston and Braintree, for the de- 
fence o£ the inhabitants near the seacoast, and then 
deemed in danger of attacks from British armed 
vessels. In July 1775, a House of Repxesentatives 
was formed, agreeably to a recommendation of Con- 
gress, composed of members from the several towns 
in the Commonwealth ; and they elected counsellors 
to aet in. the place of the maindamus counsellors ap^ 
pointed by the king, but whose appointment was 
not recognized as legal and constitutional. Colonel 
Palmer: was chosen one of that honorable board. In 
1777, Colonel Palmer was appointed to command 
the inilttia of Massachusetts to defend Rhode Island 
from the British, with the rank of Brigadier Gener- 
al : and on this occasion was charged with disobe* 
dience of the orders of General Spencer, of Cpn- 
necticut, who was commander-in-chief of the expe- 
dition. The project was unsuccessful ; and S»pencer 
blaaaed Palmer for delay in bringing on his m^i, as 
he ordered. But Spenoer was also charged with 
want of energy and promptness. 

PARKER, Hon. ISAAC, L L. D. a native of 
Boston^ was educated at tne public Latin school in 
Boston, and in Harvard College. He bdooged to the 
class graduated in 1786. He was young in college; 
but muted among the first scholars in his class, 
tie wrote correctly .and with great facility ; and in 
. his de^niion : he was popular and impressiTiSf JSe 
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rtad law in Bmton, but begm the piactioe at Ca»- 
tine, in Jtf aine. His business was quite eKtentvCy 
and many of his clients came from a great distance. 
When about thirty years of age, he was chosen a 
member of Congress. And after a few yean, ss- 
moved to Portland. He^was then appointed Mar- 
shal of the United States^ ibr the District of Maine : 
but retained the office only for a short period. In 
1806, he received an appointm^it of an associate jus- 
tice of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massacfaus^ts. 
It had been offered to him b^re, when be declined 
it. On the death of Judge Samuel Sewall, in 1814, 
he was commissioned as chief justice of that court ^ 
and remained in that responsible and honosaUe of- 
fice iintil his death, in 1830. He was gieaily la- 
mented ; for he was not only a learned jud^, bat an 
impartial dispenser of justice, and ever disposed to 
show mercy where the law would permit, and sound 
discretion would approve of extending it. His death 
was sudden, by paralysis, in ] 830, when he was 
nearly sixty-two years of age. As a judge > he 
leaned to the justice and equity of a cause ; and was 
not unduly influenced by the CechDicalities or mere 
forms of law. His writings were characterized by a 
natural and intelligible, but correct, flowing, and at- 
tractive style. Judge Parker was a member of the 
chiareh in Brattle square, Boston, for several years: 
of esevkiplary morals ; and a constant attendeunt >on 
puMio worship, on the Lord's day. 

PARKER, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. was bom in 
Portsmdttb, State* of New Hampshire, and had his 
public education in Harvard Goilege, wiwre he re- 
ceive^ bis degree in 1764. He took holy ordero af- 
tor the forms of the English Episcopal Ghui ch ; and 
Imd the- care of the soeiiety worshipiping in Trinity 
Chureb, in Bostmi. As a poibiic speaker tae was 
gfac^it and dignified,* aad lus manner was popular. 
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Pewjof hiar BermoBSy an hny oAiest of his writings 
were puUishdd. ^Heiwas rigidly tenacious of the 
forms and ceremonies of the Episcopal Church, and 
yet was tXHi intelligefit td oonfine salvation to the 
members < of. that} pairlictilar communion, as some 
high chuichmen have done. He was constituted 
iH&op of the New En^od and eastern churches, ia 
1800 ; biit did not Jong smrvive his election to this 
spiritiiitl officCv He died in L806, at the age of siZ'- 
iy-two. 

Rev. Dr. Edward Bass of Tfewburyport, was the 
noly^faislKKp in New England, before Bishop Parker. 

VABKEK, Bet. NATHAN D. D. had his pub- 
-iicadtteationin Harvard University, and was grad- 
uated in 1803, with the reputation of a diligent 
stadent and a good schoiar. In 1805, he was chosen 
a Tutor in Bowdoin CoUege^ and continued in that 
fitatien two years. He was an able instructer, and 
had the respect of his pupils. In 1808, he received 
ordination as pastor of a congregational church and 
•floeigty in iPortinsiouth, New Hampshire, and sus- 
tained that place and relation until his death, in 
1835« He wa^ up less faiithful and able as a theolo* 
gian than- as a teacher of youth. He gave his 
whole heart and mind to his profession ; and had 
the chatraeter 6( a faithful and affectionate pastor. 
He possessed in a great degree the kind and tender 
«fB3etion», and sympathized deeply with all in afflic- 
tion and under bereavements. With these traits of 
xAiatacter, he had in retucnj as niight be expected, 
the stfon^'^ attachment 'Of his people. They could 
not iadeed but love a man, who cared so much for 
tlwm ; and so* constantly labored, for their spiritual 
impio^emenft and wdtfiftre. Several of his discourses 
were published during his life ; and after his decease, 
a Tohuaeof his sefmons was publudied, whidi were 
-ohiflOy of » practfioal' natane, and calculated to es> 
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cite religious feelines, and to penaade to a holy lift 
and conversation. He died at the age of fifty* 

PARKER, Hon. WILUAM of Exeter, ^ate of 
New Hampshire, received an honorary degriee of 
Master of Arts from the corpoiation of Harvard 
College, in 1763. His reputation for teaming, and 
especially his high standing as a lawyer, justly ei>- 
titled him to this notice. He was at the hc^d of 
the legal profession in New Hampshire in his^y>; 
and had a seat on the bench of the Supreme Court 
in that province. . In all parts of Neyr England, the 
members of the bar were less learned seventy years 
ago than they now are. Some of them engaged in 
the practice of the law, after two, and even one yearns 
preparation. And the judges even of the highest 
court in Massachusetts ' before the Revolution, were 
without an early legal education. This was true of 
Oliver and Hutchinson, who were successivdy Chief 
Justices. Trowbridge and William Cnshing had 
been well educated for the profession before they 
were appointed to the bench. Judge Parker possess- 
ed social qualities, which rendered him a pleasant 
companion, and attached to him personally all pro- 
fessional men and scholars in his vicinity. 

PARSONS, SAMUEL HOLDEN was a son of 
Rev. — Parsons, some time of Lyme, dmnectieut, 
and afterwards pastor of a Church and society in 
Newburyport ; and an able and zealous minister. 
The son received his public education in Harvard 
College, and was graduated with the class of 1756. 
He engaged in the profession of the law^ and settled 
in Middletown, in Connecticut. He there? continued 
in good business and with a good rleputation, till the 
war of thefRevolution. < 

He entered the army at an early period, and was 
sometiiiie an aid) to General WaaUngfcm, the ebm- 
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InMdisr^iB-ehief. 'In the course of the war, he was 
appointed Major-General, and held the commission n 
till the peace in 1783. He had the reputation of a 
good scholar, a brave officer, and a sincere patriot, 
when the war was over, most of the officers were ob- 
liged to seek for employment ; for Congress could 
only give them paper for the wages due them ; which 
was worth only two and sixpence on the pound^ un* 
til the federal government was established, and 
means provided to pay the public debts. General 
Parsons went early, 1787, with others to the North 
West, and settled on or near the Ohio river. He 
was soon after appointed Governor of that Territory 
by Congress. He was droiifned in 1789, in Big 
Shaver creek, in that territory. The early death of , 
General Parsons, and General James M. Yarnum, 
January 1789, then a judge of the territory, was a 
great calamity to that infant settlement. 

PABSONS, Hon. THEOPHILUS, L L. D. was a 
son of Rev. Moses Parsons of Newbury ; and being 
fitted for college by Samuel Moody, master of Dum-* 
mer Academy in that town, entered the University in 
1765, and received his first degree in 1769. He en- 
gaged in the profession of the law ; and was reputed 
tilie most learned and profound lawyer ever prac- 
tising or resident in Massachusetts. He was in the 
l^mcttce and at the bar, about thirtjr-two years, 
When, in 1806, he was appointed chief justice of the 
Sapreme Judicial Court. His practice was very ex-* 
tensive and his business lucrative, yet he gave much 
time to the public service. He was. a representative 
from Newburyport, in 1778, and. several years after 
that time. He was also a member of the conven- 
tion for forming the constitution of Massachusetts, in 
1779-80 ; and of the convention for adopting the 
Merai conslituticm) in 1788. He was an able 
raitesmaa, a learaed jurist, and a powerful attorney. 
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And his reputation fot probity was as bi^ a» for 
talents and legal leatning» Several literary societies 
enrolled his name on theii list q{ members ; and he 
also had a seat in the corporation of Harvard Uni vei- 
sity. He was a sincere and efficient iriaid of that 
institution. But the highest praise perha|>s, to 
be bestowed on his memory is, that he was a sin-* 
cere, devout, and humble christian — ^reo^iving the 
revelation by Jesua Christ, as the greatest privilege 
and blessing ever granted to erring, sinful bmu, 
whose reason was not sufficient to^ guide him^ in the 
way of truth and virtue and eternal life. 

PARTRIDGE, H019. GEORGE waa a native 1^ 
Duxbury, in the County of Plymouth, and received 
his public education in Harvard College^ with the 
dass of i762* After he left the univei?sity,W paM- 
ed several years in the instruetioa of youth, in town 
schools, a part of the time in his native place. He 
took an early part in the political controversy with 
Great Britain^ and was always decided in sapp^Nrt 
of civil liberty, and charter rights. When the 
odious stamp act passed in 1765^ he joined the wasm 
whigs in opposmg Jt ; and when the act yaa repealr 
ed in 1766, he got up a public meeting fof xejcAcki^ 
After ibiB period, the British ministry adopted other 
arbitrary and oppressive measuiieiSy and parliam^iit 
claimed a right to impose taxe$^ of all and every 
kind upon the ccdoaies, a^d to legislate for theaoa m 
all ca^es whatever.. This roused the patriotic feel- 
ings of the whigs ; and they often met to consult on 
measures for relief and defence* Indie latter part 
of the year 1774} after the Boston port bill had been 

Eissed by parliament^ shutting up die harbor of 
oston, and counsellors a}qK>inted by the king, in* 
stead of an election' by the Representatives of the 
people in the province, county loaeetiiiigs : wem. .held 
in most of tbe.ccnmties^ . Ooe« Was, holden al Vlfi 
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mxMhf for that county*,- and:Mr« Partridge, Wail 
Wadswoitb, and Peieg Wadsvorth, were the dele- 
gates chosen to attend from Duxbury. Mr. Par- 
tridge was also ardelegale. to the several provincial 
Congiesses in Mapsachusetts, held at Concord, Octo- 
ber 1774, at Cambridge, February 1776, and at 
Water^own, in May 1775. All these meetings of 
deputies or delegates from the several towns in the 
province, were for the purpose of adopting measures 
ia defence and for the preservation of political liber- 
ty ;: such as the people had enjoyed from the first 
settlement of the country. Mr. Partridge was an 
active member of all these .bodies ; frequently on 
oommittees, and not seldom the chairman, by whom 
the reports and resolutions were written. When a 
House of Representatives was formed, he was a 
member,' and continued to be chosen four years, 
when he was elected a delegate from Massachusetts 
to the Continental Congress. In 1780, he was ap- 

Eoihted Sheriff of the County of Plymouth ; and 
eld the office several years, with great acceptance 
to the people. He was also a representative to Con*- 
gross, for several terms, after the adoption of the 
Rideral constitution, in 1789. Mr. Partridge was a 
professor of religion ; and his life and conversation 
ureee agreeable to his holy profession. He died in 
tJSiSf at the age of iseventy-seven : and bequeathed 
a Ittrge part of hks estate to the Congregational So^ 
ciety, and for supporting a high school, in Duxbury« 
He also left a legacy to the theological school at 
Oambridge. 

i PATTERSON, Gbn. JOHN waaT a citizen of the 
Goonty of Berkshire. He took, a decided part with 
Ae whigs of Maissachuaetts, in 1774, in remcm- 
^atiog against the oppressive measumes of the British 
govemment, and in oonlendtng for the continuance 
of * the liberties! of the country^ He seyresented the 
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town of Lenox in thid first and second proraicial 
Congresses in Massaehnsetts, Oetobeir 1774, and Feb* 
niary 1775. When it was recommended by the first 
Congress, Noveinber 1774, to raise men, to be aimed 
and trained, if necessary icir the defence of the 
province, Mr. PaUerson had a Colonel's commiasion ; 
and in 1775, or 1776, he was appointed Brigadter^ 
General. He appeared at Cambridge, with a r^i* 
ment, at an early day, after the assembling of the 
militia at that place and vicinity, in May 17715, iin* 
der General A. Wa,rdi ^When the organization of 
the ccHitinental army, under General Washinglcm^ 
took place, in July 1775, he had a commission as 
Colonel ; and was soon after advanced to the rank of 
Brigadier-General ; and continued in the army nntil 
the peace in 1783. He acted a conspicuous part in 
patting downs the insurrecticm in the western patt of 
the State of Massachusetts, in 1786, headed by Cap^ 
tain Daniel Shays. It is honorable to the charact^ 
Of the military officers of the Revolution, that .they 
very generally appeared in support of the laws, of 
government and order, at that criticat period. 

PEARSON, ELIPHALET LU D. had iua 
early cla^ssioal education in the Dummer Academy^ 
at I^ewbuiy, under Mr. Moody, and took Ins &fst 
degreein Harvard College, 1773. • He was prineipal 
of the Andover Acadenhfy several jrears, — ^th«i eleetr* 
ed Professor of Hebrew and other oriental languages^ 
in Harvanl College, a:nd teacher of the ^gikdi 
language and of composition. He continued in. the 
professor's chair about twenty years, with a reputa- 
tion of a good phiiologioal scholar, and of a critical 
taste in compositioQ. In 1807, he was elected pnH 
lessor of sacked* literature in ihe theological institorf 
tion, then establiirtied at Andover. He pmcted 
occasionally, but was never the regular pastor of & 
chnroh His* tnathictio>ns« given' ^OMtbestodfliili; of 



the eoUegiB) in the English language, were bigUy 
ueefiil to them ; but he waa thou^t sometimes m 
be unnecessarily severe in his criticisms on tbcor 
writings. Dr. Pearson possessed a strong mind^ was 
a sound logician, and in ][)hilology excelled most of 
the scholars of his time. He belonged to several lit- 
erary and religious societies ; and was never satis^ 
fied without contributing something in promotkig 
the objects for which they wer^ instituted. He was 
accused, by some individuals, of changing his theo? 
logical views and opinions — that he was at one time 
liberal^ and then very orthodox, and then again m 
the latter pact of his life, mcxre liberal. But this 
charge was probably made in that his opinions were 
moderate, and in his desire to bring about a union 
among all good men and real christians. A short 
time before his death, he invited the writer to pass 
a few days: with him in the country, with a view ta 
agree on some plan or measure for greater uniom 
among christians of different speculative views, thai 
they might act more in concert. Dr« Pearson died 
in 1826, at the age of seventy-eight. 

PECK, WILLIAM D. a native of Boston, hs4 
his pnbiie education in Harvard College^ and. waa 
graduated in 1782^ He studied medicine sonietimei 
inth Dn Cutter of Pcwtsmouth, but never engaged 
in the practice. For sometime he gave bis attention 
to eommercial concerns, and was in the store oi 
Thooms Russell, one of the first merchants in Boa<i 
ton* After sprading some years in comparative re^ 
tiiement, he visited Europe^ and spent sometime 
in travelling through different parts of that cmti^t 
nsttt . His reading had been previously directed to 
snfagects of natural history ; and while in Ewops^ 
ha devfsled much of his time to similar .inquiries^ 
Urn also continued his attention to this depurtmenti 
of kwmled^ itfter his raium; to Amarica. In 18Qfi»; 
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he was appointed professor of Natural History in 
the University at Cambridge; a fund havmg beta 
faised, by the subscriptions of Ktetary and liberal 
uidividuals, for such a professori^ip ; and he con- 
tinued in this station until his death, in 1822, irhen 
at the age of fifty-eight. No individual in this part 
of the country^ was so thoroughly acquainted with 
entomology as Mr, Peek. Bu t Ih^ made no ostentatk>os 
display of his learning : he was a man of great 
modesty. The character of a devout Christian may 
also be justly given him. His inquiries and studies 
en the works and laws of nature, served to confirm 
his faith in revelation. He was not bewildered in 
his religious faith, by indulging vain speeulatimis ; 
but " looked through nature up to nature's God." 
In his early years, whe^ in retirement, Mr. Peek 
was a diligent observer and student of nature, and 
tX. insects of the minutest kinds and forms, which 
afe generally overlooked. He- studied botany, in 
which he was aided by Rev. Dr. Cutler, of Ipswi^ ; 
but entomology was his favorite pursuit. 

PELHAM, HERBERT came to Massachusetts 
m the year 1639 ; and had a grant of land in Sud- 
bury, which was incorpomted the same year, but 
had a few settlers- previously to that time. It'>i3 

Jrobable he resided in that place some time ; f^ 
ohnson says he led the military company (tf ^d- 
bury in 1644. Pelham was of a noble family and 
related to the Duke of Newcastle, ''a gentinman 
dii^rnguished by his family, estate and< the qualitiea 
<tf his mind.'^ Be was one of the- MassachiusMtr 
Company in England, in 1689j and drew up somai 
of> the public papers ordered by the company. -Hai 
hftd a seat at the board of assistimrts within a ierw; 
yvaiv after his artival ; ^and in other ways ^^rm^ea^' 
ployed' in public busings for the colony. Ha re- 
turned to England in '1448. Thesee<»ui Gorenior 
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Winslow of Plymouth. Colony, martied a daughter 
of Mr. Pelham; and her beautiful portrait, as wdl 
as tibat of her husband, painted by a pupil of tha 
CBtebrated Yaudyke, in 16S4, Ls in a room of the 
Ifietorieal Soci€»ty <A Massachusetts, in Boston. Oth- 
er members of the Pelham family were friendly to 
tide cause of the puritans, and to the early inhabit* 
ants of New Englaird. 

In 1645 and 1646, Mr. Pelham was one of tbo 
two commissioners for Massachusetts to the con^* 
gtess or convention of the four United Colonies ctf 
New England ; the firs^ and preliminary meeting 
of which was in 1642, to consult for the general de* 
fence and the welfare of eaeh and all. Winthre^ 
was lus colleague one year, and Bellingham the 
odi^. After his return to England, he was engaged 
wkh Gorernor Winslow, of Plymoatfi Colony, ift 
forming a society for the instructioa of the Ii^aus 
m the Christian religi<m. 

PE.MBERTON, Rbt. EBENEZER D. D. ro. 
eeived his public education in Harvard Cdlege, and 
lode his first degree in 1731. He was sometime Uie 
paiMor of a Presbyterian Church, at New York ; ani 
afterwards r^oooved to Bostoo, and was minister of 
the Congregational Society, wof flipping in the newi 
brick church, at the north part of Boston. Dr. 
Ledurq;) was his colleague {or several years. Dr. 
Pemberton was pastor of the chut«h ajEid society in 
Boston,, from 1754 to 1777, and died at the age of 
seventy-two years. He was a popular preacher and 
a fidthml pastor : he also bad the reputation of a 
learned theologian* Several of his discourses, dot' 
ttvered on pabhc occasions, were published — one at 
ib^^ artillery election, lucid one on the day of the gen«t 
eml eleetion, before the governor and members of tho 
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PB5PPERELL, Shi WILLIAM a citizen of ^iU 
tcry, in Maine, ww bora in Ae year 1696. He 
early engaged in trade and navigation, and acquired 
a large estate. He was enterprising and saccessfnL 
He had not the privilege of a collegiate education, 
bat iras well instnicted in his youth. He had a 
taste for military adventure, and was sometime an 
officer in the militia. When the bold expedition 
against the French fortress, at Lonisbourg, on the 
island of Cape Breton, was projected, in . 1745, 
Peppereli was appointed to command the troops 
from New England, which were chiefly from Mas- 
sachusetts, with the title of General. General Wah 
do was second in command, and the British Admiral 
Warren, co-operated in the attack ; which proved 
successful. The ship which carried General -Pep- 

Erell and suite, was under command of Captain 
>use. It was a strongly fortified place, and was 
well manned by French troops. The expedition 
was generally deemed a bold one, and by some high- 
ly imprudent, and none but resolute and daring men 
would have engaged in it. The American troops 
amounted to nearly four thousand, and the number 
of armed vessels and transports waer about thirty, 
but most of them under jthree hundred tons. Gen- 
eral Peppereli conducted with equal judgment and 
bravery ; and the success was in a great measure 
owing to his precaution and his previous arrasige- 
ments. Some of the British officers in England 
were unwilling, afterwards, to allow much credit to 
him for that fortunate event ; but Admiral Warren 
was always ready to render due merit to Peppereli 
ibr his good conduct on the occasion. General Pep- 
pereli received the honors of knighthood, when on 
a visit to England after this brilHant affieiir, from 
king George II ; and was esteemed by his fellow citi- 
zens, high and low, for his generosity, benevolence, 
and honorable deportment in the various relations of 
life. He jjied in 1769, aged sixty-three. 
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PEKKINa, JAGOB \ras bom in Ipswich, in 
1766, of respectable parents, who removed to New«> 
buryport, while he was quite young. He early dis* 
ooTered an inquisitive and ingenious spirit; and 
wa» called a snmrt boy. His companions said he 
excelled in feats of sport, but was fair, open, and 
kind-hearted. He was put an apprentice to .a 
watchmaker, when about fourteen years old ; and 
at his leisure hours made Aeacb,. which proved a 
profitable business. The ladies were his customer^ 
and they seldom spare the dollars and cents, wheif^ 
anything showy or fashionable is to be purchased. 
Females, young and old, poor and rich, then wore 
beads. He also invented a method of plating shoe- 
.buckles,^ which were then, in 1785, universally 
worn, and of a large sisse, almost covering the uppear 
part of the shoe. In 1786 and 1787, Mr. Perkins 
was employed in preparing dies for silver coins, then 
issued from a mint in Massachusetts, by the author- 
ity of the State government ; but on the establishr 
ment of the general government, in 1789, wa^ dis- 
continued, as-the new constitution gave the right of 
coining money exclusively to the Congress of the 
United States.^ He. also invented a nail-machine, 
.by which nails were cut and headed at the same 
time. Most of his inventions were successful. He 
•planned and prepared the check-plate for bauk bills, 
.which were in general use a few years ago, by 
ibanks in the State of Massachusetts ; and they served 
as an effectual preventive to counterfeiting. Mr. 
Pjsrkins discovered the method of softening and 
.hardening steel. He also invented the bathometer, 
.for compresi^ng water, and he first proved the eom- 
<pre8sibility of .fluids. He resided sometime in Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia and New York ; and received at^ 
tentioBs and encouragement from men of science. in 
,tfaMe several places. He then went to England, 
-expeeliag to .find a largec theatre for the dispky of 
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lus iaTeotive poweiiB. And baa there ieo#iyed a 
gBDeroas itatronage, aod bfea noticed by several 
noblemen, and otheiiB, who trere eimnetit^ m their 
knowledge of natuial philosophy. ; He has^ been 
employed in perfisctiog engineB and machines to be 
worked by the power of steam; and has a lax^ 
manufactory for diat purpose. Mr. Perkins may 
be still living ; but as he has departed the oo«nytry, 
j)robably not to return, a notice of him is tiuMight 
proper, though an exception to the rule proposed in 
f^repaiing this volume. 

PERKINS, JAMES a native of Boston, where he 
nsually resided till hk death, was one of the most 
enterprising and intelligent mesrchants of that town. 
He engaged largely in commercial pursuits soon after 
the ck^e of the Revolutionary war, < when quite a 
young man ; and he and his brother, T. H. Perkins, 
•fitted out the first vessels which sailed from Boston 
£>r the Pacific ocean, and the Nortibwest coasts of 
America ; some of which iSXtended their voyage to 
China. They were then young men, and with little 
capital, compared to that with whidi>mimy since have 
engaged in mercantile pursuits. The first vessels, 
they sent were the ship Columl»a, Capt Eendrick, 
and sloop Washington, Capt. Gray. They sailed in 
1786. From the Northwest coasts, the Columbia 
prooeeded to Canton, and thence returned to Boston. 
Other vessels wi»e sent by J. dc^ T. H. Perkins, to 
the Northwest coast, and thence tq China, 1789, '90, 
'91, &)c. ; and about dieee years, and later still, tf^ 
jiame company sent several ships directly to Oantm, 
>firom Boston, by which large quantities of tea,^ silks, 
tod other articles weise imported fvom China to 
the United States. Messvs. Perkins were concerned 
in more than thirty voylij^ round tha globe; goui|[ 
to Praru or Chili, or Nprtbwest eoasts of Aumica, 
an(| tipooe to Canton and to tlw United Stales by 
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tfa6 Qitpe of Cnodd: Ht)pe. They bad a house in the 
, *^ cetostiail empire", from 1608 to 1837. The tmde 
.from Salem to tho Eajst Indies -wits al^o e:$:tenfii7e at 
the salme iime ; but ' several iresaele from that town 
traded to Calcutta* > The company bad a profitable 
imdoiakolo the Wiest Indies ; and Mr.Perkins sevetal 
times visiAed those « parts for the more effectual ae- 
oomplishlnent of commercial objects. Mr. Perkins 
possessed strong mental powers and correct judgment. 
-He \ras rather a praelical than a speoulative man ; 
tot be bad a good knowledge of mankind, and the 
Itieorectie principles sufficient to decide correctly and 
sueoessfuUy inrthe enterprises ii^ which he engaged. 
Mr, Perkins took a deep interest in whatever prom*- 
ised to be useful and impvovlng to his fellow man.--^ 
Few, if any, had more of a public spirit. And 
tboqghfnot in the highest sense a literary man, he 
was an ardent friend to literature ; and ready to- give 
iibsrally to any plans for increasing the means of 
Jcftowledge and seieisiee- He was the principal pat- 
'TOn ^ the Athens&Qm in the city of Boston. When 
first opened, WiUiam S. Shaw was an active mem- 
ber^ i3^. collected many valuable and rare volumes 
ftir it Btit Mn Perkins was the most liberal donor 
-to the inslitnlioiL He gave the spacious building 
' viMse the library is now kept, the value of which is 
not less, ^u fifty, thousand dollars. As a merchant, 
.and jb his int^nroourse with others in business, he 
Jtftd (be treputation of strict probity and uprightness ; 
and be manifested the most hoporable feelings in all 
the rations of life. Ho died in 1829, at the age of 
sixty. 

PE&RY, OLIYEB. HA^ARP was a native of 
Newport^ Rhode Islandi and early entered the naval 
MTvioe <Nf the United States. He rose rapidly, from 
the fsok oif Midshipman ta that of Captain. And, 
at one period, had tbe title q{ Commodore. At the be* 

28 
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ginning of the war of 1812-lSlS, he had command 
of the naval station at Newport, where the srmed 
Hhips of the United States often repaired for a har« 
bor. But he soon Volunteered bis services m die 
enterprise undertaken on lake Erie, where the Btie- 
ish vessels were numerous and annoying to the 
Americans. He was highly conspicuous for his 
bravery and prompt action, in a naval battle on that 
lake, in 1813, with the British fleet there. The suc- 
cess of the United States' naval force against the 
British, was attributed chiefly to his deciirion and 
activity. The contending forces were nearly equal, 
as to guns, though they difieredas to the number (^ 
vessels engaged. It was a desperate battle ; and 
many men were slain, both of the Americans and 
British. Congress voted a gold medal to Captain 
Perry, for his distinguished energy and bravery in 
conducting the attack ; and the whole country was 
loud in his praises, and ambitious of p&3ring him 
public honors. Soon after the war, in 1818, Cap- 
tain Perry was appointed to the command of the 
Java, a large new ship of forty-four guns ; -and w^s 
sometime in the Mediterranean ; and then command- 
ed the naval force of the United States, in the West 
Indies. He was there attacked by fever ;x and died 
in 1820, at the age of thirty-five. Of all tiie officetu 
in the navy, and there have been many df great 
braviery even in early life, not one has aefaieved 
more brilliant deeds, or at a more youthful age. 
And the only part of his conduct, for which there is 
cause of regret, was his consenting to engage in a 
duel, with a brother officer, which he believed his 
honor required of him as a military man. . There is 
good reason, jiowever, to siappose' there was no 
malice on his part, for after his antagonist had fired, 
Perry discharged his pistol in the air. This is some 
alleviation in his case ; but there is ho roasonabie 
apology for a duel, on any oocamon. 



J^ PBBXItflKH!!. PHILLIPS. 



. PHILLIPS, HoBT. JOHN was a ual^ve ofBosUm, 
and had bis public education in GLaiTard College, in 
.the class of *.1788. He studied law and enga^d in 
the practice in Boston. But. early entered on a more 
puUic course ; being a member of the House of Bep« 
reseatatives and of the Senate in Massachusetts ; and 
several years president of the latter ; a justice of the 
Court of Comm<m Pleas, for Suffolk county ; . and 
Mayor of Boston, cm its receiving a city corporation 
and powers. He died suddenly in 1823, when a mem- 
ber of the Senate. At the time of his decease, he was 
a respected member of t^ie Congregational Church in 
Brattle square, of the corporation of Harvard Col^ 
iege and of the Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
. Few were as estimable in private life — cherishing 
kind and social feelings, he was a valuable friend, 
and the endeared head of an amiable family. When 
ishildren are correct and estimable in their deport* 
ment, much is always due to the conduct and exam- 
ple of the parents ; not of the mother alone, but also 
of the £uher. 

. PHILLIPS, Hon. SAMUEL L L. D. a native of 
Andoyer, whose father and grandfather were highly 
respectable characters, received his public education 
in Harvard College, in 1771 ; with the reputaticoi of 
a good scholar, and of correct moral habits. Mr. 
Phillips was a delegate from Andoyer, his native 
town, to the third Provincial Congress of Massachu- 
setts, which was held at Water town, in May 1775, 
«— and at that time was probably not more than 
twenty*four years of age. But even at that age he 
was remarkable for sobriety, prudence and stability 
of character. He was placed on several committees 
of importance, indicative of the high sense Congress 
had of his abilities and good judgment. From that 
period, for twenty*six years, and until his death in 
1802, he held public office, for the greater part of the 
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ttme : as a reprosaotatiTe) a Mdalor, piresideilt of the 
senate, counsellor, judgs of tbe Court of Comaion 
Pleas, for Essex County, and Lieut. Gov. ; in all these 
offijces he enjoyed the entire confidenoe and respect 
of the people. They felt that the public interests 
were safe in his hands. They had constant evidence 
of his abilities, and of his devotion to the pubhc weK 
fare. Yery few men have been so justly entitled to 
the esteem of their fellow citizens ; or have so largely 
shared in it. Mr. Phillips was an efficient friend of 
religion and learningi As a professor of christiany, 
he was faithful, exemplary, and appsurently blames* 
less* Many of the public men of the last generation 
were moral, public spirited and religious characters; 
but none more justly entitled to it Uian Mr. Phillips. 

PHILLIPS, Hon. WILLIAM was a respectable 
mer^^nt in Boston. His family was one of tbe:most 
eminent in Massachusetts, frcHn the first settlement 
of the colony, in 1630. Rev. George Phillips was the 
pastor of the church in Watertown, which dates 
from the first year of the plantation. His son was 
minister of . the congregational x^hurch at Kowley, 
and his grandson of the church at Andover. One of' 
his ancestors lived in Salem.. Mr. Phillips had the 
esteem and confidence of. his fellow citizens; and 
his character that of a. man of piety and probity. 
He held some of the most responsible offices in Boa- 
ton ; add after the controversy on charter rights with 
the parent government began, in 1764^ he was xtften 
chosen a representative of the metropolis to the Gen- 
eral Court. Heactedwith the whigs; andforhisdt^ 
cision and zeal, was obnoxious to the governor and his 
few political friends.. When chosen into thecoundl,in 
1773, he seceived the governor's negative.; butstiU 
held his^seat asa represebtatiVe. He was in the upper 
branches of the legislature after the Bevolutioh^ one 
or .two years ; w^en lus. adrsaiced age indusiid.litm 
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tt> declibe all ptiyic offlee. He was long an officer 
in the Old' Soutb Church, in Boston — and his life 
corresponded with his projfessiton and station. He 
was economical in his family expenses, but charita- 
ble to the poor and destitute* 

PHILLIPS, Hon. WILLIAM a son of the above 
named, was educated a merchant ; and for many 
years was engaged largely in trade, in Boston. A 
short time before the Revolution, he visited England 
aadother parts of Europe, for this purpose of improve- 
ment, and of a more extended knowledge of his profes- 
sional pursuits. He also ranked with the ardent 
friends of civil liberty, in 1775 ; though too young 
to take a leading part in the great movements of^ 
that memorable period. In his life and conduct, 
he also exhibited all the virtues of the intelligent 
and sincere Christian. And in alms-giving, and 
in donations for religious and charitable purposes, 
he was surpassed by none. He gave largely 
to the society for propagating the Gospel among 
Indians and others destitute of the mi^os of re- 
ligion; of which he was many years a member 
and the president After the age of fifty, he was 
several times chosen one of the representatives o£ 
Boston in the General Court ; and in 1812, Lieuten- 
ant Governor of Massachusetts — to which station he 
was annually elected for twelve successive years ; 
when he declined the! election. He died in 1B27, at 
Ibe age of seventy-six years. If be gave much and 
<tften, it was without ostentation ; his charities were 
firequently bestowed unknown to others, except to the 
aioOiOiiets of his bounty. He left a son^ distinguished 
jfor his extensive charities, and tot liberal contribu- 
tion$ to useful public objects ; and worthy of the name 
flo maeh imd justly revered for many generations. 

PliiPS» Hon. 6PENCBK wu a nej^ev of Sir 
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William Phipft. He leceimd his edoeatioD in-: Ban 
yard College, with the clafs of 17(3. He entered cm 
public life at a more early age than common* 
' In 1733, he was chosen lieutenant governor; and 
continued in that station several 3rears, while Grcr* 
ernor Belcher and Governor Shirley were in the 
chair as chief magistrates. A poirt of l^is time, in 
the absence of GoTefnor Sbirly, he was at the head 
of the executive department of government He 
bad the character of a prudent and judicious states* 
man; and his administration was generally accepta* 
ble. During his administration, the Indians id 
Maine committed hostilities in different partS; but 
were conciliated or checked by the pnideni and 
cautious measures of Mr. Phips. On his decease; 
several of the clergy of Boston published funeral dis-« 
courses, in which they gave him the character 6f an 
aUe and faithful magistrate. He died in 1757, at 
the age of seventy^ three years^ 

PHIPS, SiE WILLIAM was bom on the bMiks 
of the Sheepscot river, a little eastward of the Ken- 
nebec. His father was a ship-builder, and. the son 
worked at the business when he was under the age 
of twentv-oiie. He afterwards engaged in a 8ea<*> 
fering life, and soon became master of a* vessel in 
the. West India trade. He. was active and enter^ 

' prising from his youth. A' Spanish merchant^ ship^ 
with a large amount of tlfe precious metals oa^oard^ 
was sunk or wrecked near obe of the islanda,"at 
that - p^iod ; and Phips. with others,^ undertook to 
search for it,' — they were eventually successfiii ; ^^ud 

- thus he became possessed d* a large property ; whseh 
sometimes gives a man conseijoence, though' of ordi-*- 
nary intellectj m veiy limited' education. Mr.< Pinps 
commanded an expedition against the i'^venehi at 
Port Royal, in 1690 ; which was attended with suc- 
cess.: Mterwards, its 1690,^ be went stgain$tfiUiebec 



with a na^al ibroe and troops, under command abo of 
Clieneral Walley^ and Major Savage, but the ekpedi- 
tion was not well conducted, and bad weather 
occumnl, and no glory or profit was gained. In 
1693, Bir William, was appointed Governor of Mas* 
sachnsetts, under the second charter, granted at that 
time. He held the office abomt three years, but was 
not in all respects acceptable, nor fully competent 
for the station. He was considered a brave man^ 
but not of sufficient political experience, or general 
infomiation to qualify him for the chief magistmcv 
of the province. He died in 1694, in Ekiglana^ 
whither he bad repaired, to/ explain and justify some 
paarts of his official conduct^ of which great comploiiitit 
bad been -made. 

- PICEBRING, Hon. TIMOTHY L L. D. was a 
citizen of Salem, Massachusetts, and received a de^ 
gree in Harvard College, in the year 1763. in thb 
dispute with Great Britain of 1770-1776, he earty 
look a decided part in support of colonial rights, 
He was one of five delegates from Salem, to' a Con* 
ventkm in Bssex County, September 1774, ^* to o^nih 
sider and detennine on such measures as should' ap-^ 
pear to be expedient for the county to adopt, at' that 
alarming crisis." The other delegates from Saleifiy 
were Richard Derby, Jr., John Pickering, Jr;, Capti 
Jonathan Gardner; and Capt Riebard Manning; Mts 
Pickering gave attention tb military tactics, as* did 
many other men of ^ education at that period/ ] He 
prepared a treatise on tmhtary discipline, which 'WM 
nighiy approved* He early held a military commist 
ftoa in the militia ; andwlftea a detachment of Brili^l 
troops was sent from Bevton to seize some 'military* 
stoves la Salem, February 1775; he collected a com^-* 
ny ^ef men to opj^dsetfaem; He statiMied them met 
bridge which the British must pass to take the store$>' 
and did oppose them ; and had not Rev. Dr. Barnard^ 
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by myd langimge pnisuaded the Btitish officer to desist 
frotn his inteiMfed pnipose, there would no doubt hard 
been acoUision of force ; and the' plains of Lexing- 
lon hlBid not been the first spot wet with the bhx>d of 
the free citizais of M asisachusetts, in 1775. - On the 
{iarm of that dajr, April 19th, Ck>loffiei PicJ^ering (k>1<» 
lecled two hundred or three hundred men and marched 
to Medford, to act as the exigency should require. But 
^yxlid not reach that place till late in the day, when 
no efficient assault could be made. The British troops, 
largely recruited, returned in a body to Charlestown,* 
that afternoon. Oolonel Pickering was in the Oonti*^ 
nental army through the war; and was sometime Ad- 
jntafit General and Quarter Master Generieil o/ thai 
army. At an early period of the federal government, 
formed in 1789, he was made Post Master General ; 
then Secretary of War— then. Secretary of ^ate of 
United States. And some time after he retired fr9m 
the la^ named c^ee, he was chosen a RepresentiatiTe 
and a Senator in Congress, where he held a seat several 
years. In all diere' stations, he conducted with sia- 
gular ability and fidelity. He had strong powers of 
muid, and extensive information. For two or three 
yeans, be was a member of the Supreme Executive 
ef Massachusetts. Few men were so much in the 
public service as Colonel Pickering.-r-Prom 1774 to 
1S20, there wiere but &W years when he was not ia 
9ome important offite. He died poor, but wit]i an 
iMmorable fame, as a tru^ patriot and an ineorrupti:- 
ble public officer. He had habits of great iodustryy 
and ofien labored on his farm several hours in a day 
after be. was iieventy-five. Mr. Pickering died in 
lS29f it the age of eighty*three. John Pickering of 
S^ksbf was bis older broths ; and he also had sev^ 
eial eons ;; one of whom, H(m. John Pickering, may 

be classed ameog the most learned men in the doun^* 

try. .. . . t 



POMEiROYj Osir&^L SETH was a citizen of 
Norlhamptoo ; and was sometime an officer in the 
war of 175^1763. He early engaged with de-* 
eision and ardor in defence of Colonial rights, when 
tfae political dispute beg^n between Massachusetts 
and the British ministry, as to the authority of that 
gorernment over the Colonies; especially in imposing' 
taxes and regulating tfae internal concerns of the 
l^ovince. He had a seat in the first and second pro^ 
vinciol Congresses, as a delegate from Northampton^ 
Joseph Hawley, Esq., was also' a delegate from that 
town with Colonel Pomeroy. In October 1774, the 
Provincial Congress voted to organize an army from 
tfae militia^ when these general officers were chosen^ 
viz : Hon. Jedediah Preble, Hon.. Artenias Ward^ and 
Colonel SethPomeroy ; and in February 1775, Colonel 
John Thomas, and Colonel Wm. Heath were elected 
as Brigadier Generals. In November, he was one of 
a Committee to consider how the manufacturers in the 
Provinee might be improved. In February 1775, 
General Fomeroy, and the other general officers, were 
desired to recommend proper persons to be appointed 
field- officers in the army then proposed to be raised^ 
Tw«ftty-two regiments were reported, in May 1775, 
to be complete ; a regiment was at that tiine^, also 
under command of General Ward, of General 
Thoknas, and of General Heath. Bu4 -soon af tev the 
Lieutenant Colonel of each was appointed to the 
command In July, three citizens of Massachu- 
setts were appointed Brigadier Generals by the 
Continental Congress, one of whom was Colonel 
Pomeroy, General Whitcomb, and R. Gridley, men 
also advanced in life. General Pomeroy did not con- 
tinue long. in the public service. He was far ad- 
vanced in. years, and of infirm health. He had been 
in the military service of the Province in the wap 
ef 176€-'62. So also had Ward, Thomas, Prescottj 
Stark, and Pieblcw , 
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POWELL, Hon. JEREMIAH was an inhabitant 
of North Yarmouth, Maine ; and a sincere friend to 
the liberties of the country. In October 1774, he 
was chosen by the provincial Congress a member of 
the council, then elected instead of the fnandamua 
counsellors, so called, because appointed by the king 
and his ministers in England, in disregard of the 

ITOvisions of the province charter. Mr. Powell and 
[r. John Erving, were also among the mandamus 
counsellors ; which is evidence that they belonged 
to the moderoUe party of that day. When an execu- 
tive council was again chosen, in July 1775, by the 
House of Representatives, Mr. Powell was elected ; 
and held that place several years, by an annual 
election of the Representatives ; a part of the time, 
he was president of that honorable board. They 
acted in the place of an executive, and exercised the 
power usually in the hands of the Governor and 
Council united. In 1780, the constitution of Massa^* 
chlisetts was adopted, and a Governor was chosen« 
Among the counsellors of 1776, '76 and '77, were 
James Bowdoin, William Seaver, Samuel Dexter, 
Benjamin Greenleaf, Sdtmuel Phillips, Professor John 
Winthrop, Timothy Danielson, Benjamin Austin, 
(senior,) Artejnas Ward, Richard Derby, Jr., James 
Prescott, John Adams, xJedediah Preble, George 
Leonard, Jedediah Foster, Caleb Cushing; but all 
these were not elected for those three yearen—A. 
Ward was in the military line, and J. Adams a 
member of the continental Congress, part of that 
time. Mr. Powell died at North Yarmouth, in 
1784. 

PRATT, BENJAMIN was a native of Cohasset, 
formerly part of Hingham, and received his public 
education in Harvard College with the class of 1737. 
He had the character -of a learned and able jurist ;— • 
perhaps no one had a higher reputation as a iawyet 
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in Ms time. He pmotised sereral years in Massa- 
chusetts, with great success ; and in 1768 was ap- 
pointed Chief Justice of the Province of New York. 
He held the place scarcely two years; having died 
in 1770. Before his time, there were few lawyers 
in Massachusetts, of regular and proper education for 
that honorable profession. Towards the close of the 
tost century, and especially after the peace of 1783, 
those who engaged in the practice of law were well 
educated, well informed, and not only as to the statutes 
of the commonwealth, but in the principles of juris- 
prudence, of natural, common, and constitutional 
law : as John Adams, James Otis, Jr., William Gush* 
ing, John Lowell, R. "F. Paine, Oxenbridge Thacher, 
James Sullivan, Th^opbilus Bradbury, Fisher Ame% 
€^hristopber Gore, George A. Minot, Harrison G. 
Otis, dec. Mn Pratt sometimes indulged in poetical 
compositions; but few of his productions of this 
•kind have been preserved. 

PREBLE, Cap-^ain EDWARD was a native of 
Portland, and a son. of General Jedediah Preble, af- 
ter noticed. When very young, he discov^ed a 
degree of enterprize and boldness, on several occa*- 
aions, seldom exhibited in a youth of fourteen or fif- 
teen. He studied some time at the Dummer Aeade* 
my, near Newburyport, under Mr. Moody, a fine 
classical scholar ; and it was the design of his father 
lo give the son a collegiate education; but young 
Pl'eble, it appears, preferred a more active life. . The 
war of the Revolution had commenced ; the. father 
was a patriot, and probably nothing loth that his 
son should engage in the service of the country. As 
he bad been brought up in a seaport, it was natural 
be should choose to enter the naval department In 
1779, at the age of seventeen, he was a midshipman 
in the ^ate sloop of war Protector, commanded by 
L F. Williaxos ; who always sijpoke in high terms of 
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PxttUe, as a youth. 9t eoontge ai|d fiarmneaB; The 
Protectoi Was taken^ on her second crpise ; aad the 
officers imprisoned at New York^ But Mr. Preble 
was released^ after a few months, by. the special m- 
floence of a friend of his family ; and on his retunii 
entered on board another sloop. of> war, commanded 
by George Little. Captain Little was some timenm 
the coasts of Maine, and in and. near Penobscot bay, 
where the British vessels were oGten found. Lieut. 
Preble, with a few men, was employed to attack an 
armed brig of the enemy in one of the harbors there. 
Gapt. Little run alongside the brig, and Preble and 
{3urteen men leaped on board her. The officers and 
crew of the brig were gcsatly surprised, and unpre* 

fared, to make very formidable resistance. Lieut, 
^reble behaved with remarkable energy and prom^'> 
ness — he quelled all opposition, and took posaesaioa 
of the vessel. Some of tlie officers and men Icfmed 
out of the brig and swam ashore. When Capt. Lat<i* 
tie asked if he wanted more men, Preble replied, no 
rr^tbat he already had enough .to work to advantage, 
and that he would carry off the brig with the few 
men he then bad. The British, vessel was taken, io 
Boston. While on that station, Captain Little ren-i* 
derad much serviise to the American coasters and 
odier small vessels visiting those waters. Luther 
Little, a brother of the Captain, was a Lieuienant 
with Preble on board of the same State sloop of wair 
— and three braver officers perhaps, could not be 
found belonging to any ship of war of the United 
fitates. Mr. Preble continued in the station. men'- 
tinned till the peace in 1783 : and then was soma^ 
ti!me commander of a merchant ship qu foreign voyw 
ages. When Congress ordered the iisLvy. to be jre£i<- 
ted and increased in 1798^ on the nuooecous depreda* 
tiotts and insolent conduct of the French, seveial 
officers were appointed; and Mr. Preble had a conn 
mifision as Lieutea^nt He first commaoded .tbe 
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brig PkkeriDg ; and in 1799, he was appointed to the 
command of the Essex, of thirty-six guns ; in which 
he sailed to Batavia, for the protection of American 
merohattt vessels engaged in the East India trade. 
He returned to America, in feeble health, in 1801 ; 
and was obliged to retire from public active service. 
But on the return o( health, in 1803, he offered him- 
idf to the government^ and was given the command 
of tbe Constitution, in the course of the year, he 
was ordered to the Mediterranean, where the Alger- 
iaes were committing depredations on American 
commerce ; and had command of a squadron sent 
there at that time. He held negotiations with the 
finperor of Morocco at Tangier s, which produced 
fidendly nriations with that power. Captain Preble 
was the chief o^cer. in command, when the attack 
was made at Tripoli, in February 1804 ; and the 
frigate Philadelphia was burnt, which had been cap- 
tured, and was lying in the harbor, and in possession 
of the Dey; and his gun-boats desteoyed. The 
Philadelphia had been taken, and was fitting out by 
the Dey, to depredate on the vessels of the United 
States. Captain Preble formed the daring plan to 
bnm her, and the Tripolitan gun-boats at the same 
time— -and his lieutenant, afterwards Captain Deca- 
tur, was entmafted with ibe execution of the hazard* 
on^flolarprize. He was sufficiently bold for the un* 
deKtaking ; and success attended the dangerous expe- 
dition; to the honorable fame both of Preble and 
\ Decatur, fioon after this event. Captain Preble was 
I ntieved la his service on that station : and returned 
to the United States. The officers oi the squadron 
united in an affectionate and respectful address to him 
when he left them. He always maintained his au** 
thority €»ver theofficers under him, and yet possessed 
j their fioeaddiip and good will. After his return, the 
health of Capt. Pveble continued to decline, and he 
died in i807, at the age of iinrty-five years. 

29 
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PREBLE, Hon. JEDEDIAH was a citizm of 
Falmouth, now Portland, and a distingnished patriot 
of 1774-75. He was chosen the first Major-G^Qeial 
of the Massachusetts troops, ordered to be raised for 
the defence of the Province, in November 1774, but 
be declined ; and General Ward was next elected. 
He had been an officer in the French war of 17^3- 
60 ; and afterwards commanded Fort Pownall, at 
the mouth of the Penobscot river. He was one of 
the council in 1774, chosen to act instead oi tiba 
mandamus counsellors, so called, appomted by the 
British ministry. He was again chosen in 1775. 
Gen. Preble was one of five military men appointed 
in February 1775, to organize and command the 
militia .called out by the (Committee of Safety, '' to 
resist any attempts to enforce the oppressive and un- 
constitutional acts of the British ministry.'' The 
others were A. Ward, S. Pomeroy, John Thomas, 
and W. Heath. General Preble bad feeble healtfi 
during the last years of his life ; and died in 1784, 
at the age of sixty-seven« 

PRESCOTT, Hon. JAMES was of Giroton, in 
the county of Middlesex ; and a representative from 
that town in the General Court, many years, both 
before and after the commencement of the war of 
the Revolution. He belonged to the committee of 
correspondence chosen by the Honse of Representa- 
tives, in 1773, to write to the general assemblies of 
the other colonies. In May 1774, he was one of the 
counsellors elected by the Representatives ; but re- 
ceived the negative of Oovecnor QkgB. And in 
1775, he was one of the board of the executive 
council chosen by the House of RepresentaUves ; for 
they did not recognize the mandamus odunsellors 
as constitutionally appointed. He had a seat in the 
convention in the county of Middlesesc, in August 
1774, as a .delegate^ from Groton ; and, was ohoien 
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president'Of that patlriotic assemblf — ^and was also a 
member of the three provindal Congresses holden in 
Massachusetts, October 1774, February 1775, and 
May 1775— and the records of those meetings show 
that he was an active and efficient member. Mr. 
Prescott was a member of the House of Representar 
thres, chosen in July 1775 ; and after that year was 
•fleTeral times elected a representative, or a counsel- 
lor. After' the constitution of Massachusetts was 
adopted, in 1780, and the judicial courts organized, 
he was a justice of the Court of Common Pleas fbr 
-Middlesex county ; and soma time the first justice of 
that court. He was highly refspected for his intelli- 
gence and probity; and gratefully remembered as 
one of the patriots who successfully contended for 
liberty, in 1775. 

PRESCOTT, HoM. OLIVER was a citizen of 
Oroton, and publicly educated at Harvard College, 
where he was graduated in 1750. He chose the 

J profession of medicine, and had the reputation of a 
earned and skilful physician. He engaged zeal* 
«iisly in the dispute with Qreat Britain, and acted 
in concert with the other two of the same family, 
here mentioned, and with the whig party at that 
memorable period. He was a delegate to the con- 
▼ention for the county of Middlesex, holden in Au- 
gust 1774. And at a later date was a member of 
the legislature of Massachusetts. In 1780, he re- 
ceived the office of Judge of Probate for that county ; 
which he held for more than twenty years. In his 
character and deportment, he united honesty and 
fidelity with dignified and courteous manners. And 
as judge of the Probate Court, he was patient, con- 
descending and impartial. He belonged to the med- 
ical society, and to the American academy of arts 
and sciences, which enrolled among its members the 
Mostiearned men in the State. 
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PRESCOTT, GoLOMBL WILLIAM iTas a eitimi 
of Pepperelly in the county at Middlatco:, andl £M»ie 
of Massachusettfl. He took a decided part in aiqp* 
port c^ civil liberty, at an early period of tke dis- 
pute with Great Britain, which led to the Eevolti- 
tion. He attended the lAiddksex cooveotieD} nM a 
delegate from Pepperelli in September 1774; and the 
Piovincial Congress at Ckxicord, in the month of O^ 
tober of that year. Before thai time he had be^ti 
chairman of the committee of COTreapondence in^tfaat 
town. He seemed particularly fitted for command 
in the military line ; and had a Colond's commis- 
sion in May 1775, with authority to raise a regimmn 
for the public defence. Twenty-two regiments 
raised at that time ; and three more, but not 
pletely full. Colonel Prescott had seen military ser- 
vice in the war of 1766 ; and he had the character 
of a man of energy and decision. When it was re- 
solved by the Provincial C<mgre8s and Committee of 
Safety, on the 16th of June, to take possesston of 
Charlestown heights, and to fortify the place. Colo- 
nel Prescott was appointed to command the detaob* 
ment ordered on that enterprise. He had nearly tw« 
regiments under his command; numbering about 
fifteen hundred. He had recruits fumndied on tte 
17th, just before the battle began, making the wibole 
number of American troops a little more than Iwo 
thousand ; probably two thousand five hundred*'4nit 
many of these were not in the fortress, thrown vp 
during the night of 16th and morning of 17 th, and 
which was under the immediato ecnnmand of Pre»> 
oott Some of the men 'engaged in that batde mtm 
from Connecticut, and some from New Hampshire^ 
and General Israel Putnam, of Conneoticnt, lutd the 
superintendence of the affair, and of the troops thesis 
ordered and assembled. Cokmel Prescott fi&y and 
bravely performed the dangerous cerviee asstgkiad 
him. He remained in the fort, commanitod: in th» 
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ftft^ and mo9t heroically defended it, till the ammu- 
mtiou of his men was wholly ex;hausted, and it be- 
came a dutjr to abandon it. According to the most 
auth^^tic statement, there were engaged in the bat- 
Ue)— K>f the British troops three thousand first, and 
a reinforcemeii.t of one thousand more, — of the Ame* 
ricaas, fifteen hundred at first, and an addition of 
one thousand, just before the battle began. Of the 
British, eighteen hundred and fifty-one killed and 
wounded;, eighty-five of which were commissioned 
officers— seven hundred and forty-six killed, eleven 
hundred and five wounded. Of the Americans, a- 
bout liiree hundred and twenty killed, wounded and 
taken prisoners. Colonel Prescott continued in the 
ai3»y the greater part of the war, when feeble health 
induced him to retire from the public service. He 
had a captain's commission under General John 
Winslow, 1756,. in Nova Scotia. Colonels Pomeroy^ 
Ward and Thomas, and Captain Gamaliel Bradford, 
were also in that war. 

^PRINCE, Rbv. THOMAS was a native of Sand- 
wich, in the old colony of Plymouth; and received' 
his public education in Harvard College, where he 
was graduated in 1707. He then visited Europe, 
and was absent severdl years. In this tour, he 
gained much knowledge of literary men, and coU 
laeied books, not to be purchased in America. On 
his return, he was ordained, in 1718, over the con- 
pegational society in Boston, worshipping in the Old 
South church* The celebrated Dr. Joseph Sewall 
was his elder colleague pastor. Mr. Prince was a 
gneal reader, and well acquainted with history, 
atpeciaUy with ecclesiastical history* But he was 
not a very popular preacher. He was a faithful 
pastor and zealous and exemplary as a christian 
nunister* The New England Chronicle, prepared 
and pubU^lv^ by him, is ac/i^urate as a compilation ; 

29* . 
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and mmt have oo0t him' nradi labot : but a gnat 
part of it does not relate to New Bngiuid. Hb gi^aea 
the dates of important events from the begiimitig of 
the Christian era, from the time at Solomon^ of 
Moses and of Noah ; and as 9i matter of refeience it 
may be fonnd nsefni. He had a great regard for the 
character and principlea of the puritan fatb^s of 
New England, and was strongly attached to the con- 
gregational system of church goremment, as most 
agreeable to primitive and apostolic usage. He died 
in 1758, at the age of seventy-two. 

PRINCE, or PRENCE, Hon. THOMAS wbo 

was several years governor of Plymouth cokmy^ 
came to America in 1621, in the ship Fortune, wiUi 
several others of the Leyden church. He was 
rather a young man' at the time ; for he survived to 
the year 1673, when he died at the age of sevs^ity- 
seven years. Soon ^after his arrival, he mcMried a 
daughter of the venerable Elder Brewster ; and he 
had much of the spirit of that excellent man. It 
cannot be said that he was very learned ; tat he 
was always the friend and advocate of learnia^. 
Common schools were introduced by his influence, 
into the towns in Pl3rmouth colony ; and he urged 
the making provision for their suji^rt while he 
lived. He was chosen governor of the colony, in 
1634, and again in 1638 ; and on the dea;th ^f G^. 
ernor Bradford; he held the place of chief magifittrase 
till his death, in 1673. For iseveral years after bis 
arrival, he lived in the town of Duxbury, situated 
on the north side of the bay of Plymouth ; ami som^ 
time also at Eastham, in the county of Barnstable. 
But while governor he lived in Plymouth, a law of 
the colony requiring the chief magMtnrte to hav% hie 
residence there. When illiterate persons pot Uienh 
Selves forward as public speakers in the chuvch^ ha 
as well as Govembr Bradf<»d, and Oovnaor WitUh 
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kxw, bore testimaBy agmnst it; and was alvajpi 
desirous o£ h&Ting the religions teacher a maadf 
learning. 

PUTNAM, Genbkal ISRAEL was a native of 
.Danvers, Massachusetts, bat early removed to Pom- 
firet, in Gonnectkut, and became a fsirmer. He. was 
several years, between 1756 and 1763, in the mili«- 
tary service at the north and west, when war raged 
between England and France. He was considered 
a brave officer, and was often in imminent danger 
from the Indians, who, at that period, were chii^ 
oa the side of, the French, through the inHuenco of 
their priests. When the affair at Lexington and 
Coneord took place, on the 19th of April 1775, he 
left his plough and repaired immediately to Cam- 
bridge, where the militia of Massachusetts were c<d**> 
lecting under General Ward. He soon returned to 
Conneottcut, and collected a large body of men, axid 
again hastened to Cambridge, to assist in the defisiice 
of the country. At the battle on the heights of 
Charlestown, on the 17th of June, he was present 
and active; and had the general superintendence of 
the movements on that ever memorable day. While 
Colonel Prescott bravely commanded in the intrench* 
menty thrown up the previous night, General Putnam 
was bringing on new recruits to support those who 
were &mi there, and directing them where they 
would probably be tl^ most useful in checking tba 
British troops. He remained on the heights till tt» 
American troops had made good their retreat. Soon 
after, lie r^eived the appointment of Major-General 
iiLtbsieQiitinental army. General Washuigtonoitetti 
gave faim. the command c^ very important ent&m 
ftizoB. In the winter of '75 and' '76, wh^n< it was 
proposed. tOr make an attack <ni the British troojp^s m 
BioBfom. from Cambridge,, it was inteaded (o .send 
two divisions under Sullivan and Greme, die 
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'Vholetto be under the direction of Greneral Patnam. 
He appears always to have had the confidence X}{ 
Washington, as a brave and judicious officer. His 
courage, indeed, was never doubted by those who 
bad no prejudices against him. He survived the 
war of ttie Revolution several years ; and his de- 
dining years were soothed by the Consoling and 
cheering hopes of the gospel. 

PUTNAM, RUFUS was an inhabitant of Rut- 
land, in the county of Worcester, when the Revolu- 
tionary war began : and early engaged in the mili- 
tary service for the defence* of the province, and the 
preservation of its charter rights. In 1775, he had 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, in the regiment com- 
manded by D. Brewer ; and in 1776 he had a com- 
missicm as chief Colonel of a regular continental regi- 
ment, in the Massachusetts line of the army. He 
continued in the public service till the dose of the 
war, in 1 783. He had the reputation of a brave and 
resolute officer ; and when he retired from the field, 
fae had the rank of Brigadier General. In 1786, 
with a few others, who had been officers in the 
Revolutionary army, he made a settlement (MI the 
river Ohio, and gave it the name of Marietta. He 
purchased a large lot of land, and had it well culti-> 
vated. He survived to the age of eighty, or nearly 
that period of years ; and was much esteemed, not 
only for his gallant and patriotic services in the 
army, but for his virtues as a citizen. 

PYNOHON, WILLIAM Esq., was one of the 
original patentees of the territory of Massachusetts 
Kay ; and came over with a large company in 1630« 
With son>e others of the company, he early settled at 
the place since called Roxbury. He was one of the 
board of assistants to advise the Governor, and aid 
him in the administration of the civil afiiurs of. the 
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colony. He continued one of the board till he re- 
moved to Springfield, Agawam, on Connecticut river, 
in 1636. He had property and .a good education, 
and was considered one oi the principal characters 
in the colony for several years. He visited England 
between the years 1640 and 1650, but afterwards re- 
turned to Massachusetts. In his theological views, 
he differed from all or most of his contemporaries, 
on one point deemed important, and by many as es- 
sential. He considered the sufferings and death of 
Christ not as an atonement, according to the oriho- 
cbz or Calvinistic system ; but as trials of his obedi- 
ence, in faithfblly performing the work assigned him 
by God, as the teacher, and Redeemer of mankind. 
His great sufferings were inevitabIy*connected witfi 
the faithful performance of the duty given him to 
fulfil ; and he was obedient even unto death ; he iva8 
feithful to his divine comrnission, though sufferings 
and death were the known consequences of his fidel- 
ity. Rev. Mr. Norton was appointed to answer Mr. 
Fyncheon's book; and he acknowledged that he 
had expressed himself less guardedly and accurately 
tfian he might have done; but appears not to have 
recanted his opinion. He wrote a reply to Mr. Nor* 
ton's book, and expressed nearly the same views 
which he had first advanced* 



CHAPTER XIV. 
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QUINCY, JOSIAH Jun. Esq. was bom at 
Braintree, now Quincy, where his ancestors lived 
for four or five generations ; and several of whom 
had been in public life. He received his public edu- 
cation in Harvard College, with the class of 1763 : 
and on leaving the University read law with Oxen- 
bridge Thacher, Esq. of Boston. At an early age, 
he had the character of a good scholar ; and when 
he engaged in the practical duties of the profession, 
the expectations of his friends were high as to. his 
future usefulness and success. In 1770, when he 
had been but about five years at the bar, he was en- 
gaged in a very important cause, which afforded 
evidence of his high standing ; the defence of Cap- 
tain Preston, and several of his men, charged with 
murder, in attacking and killing several inhabitants 
of Boston, March 6th, 1770. Mr. John Adams was 
joined with him in this defence. It was ably con- 
ducted, and the accused were acquitted. In 1774, 
he visited England, by request of some patriotic cit- 
izens, to learn the plans and intentions of the British 
government towards the colonies : whether the pol- 
icy began would be pursued ; and what were the 
opinions of the people of England, relating to the dis- 
pute between that country and the British Ameri- 
can colonies. After passing a few months in Eng- 
land, he embarked for America, but did not live to 
reach his home. He -died the day before the ship ar- 
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rived. His health had been feeble for sometime. 
Mr. Quincy had the spirit and feelings of a genuine 
patriot. Though of an ardent temperament^ and 
warmly devoted to the cause of civil liberty, he had 
a good degree of prudence, and perceived the im» 
portance of opposing the measures of the British ad- 
ministration, not only with decision and firmness, 
but with due deliberation and caution. When the 
people were much excited, and their feelings pro- 
Toked by some unexpected event, he advised them 
to use moderation. When they were in a state of 
apathy, because they were not suffering at the mo- 
ment, he urged them to watchfulness and 'consid- 
eration, as the plan might be maturing for the utter 
destruction of their freedom. 

BEAD, JOHN Esq., received his education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1697. He enter- 
ed the profession of law, and rose 'to great eminence 
among the legal gentlemen of his time. There were, 
indeed, few great lawyers in Massachusetts at that 
period. Some pleaded their own cause in the courts ; 
and others employed such as had confidence to speak 
in public, however superficial or ignorant ; especial- 
ly if they would work cheap. There was at that 
period an unreasonable prejudice against, lawyers, 
and they were not properly encouraged. They were 
seldom chosen legislators, or appointed to public of- 
fice in the government. Mr. Read was chosen a Rep- 
resentative in the General Court, for Boston, in the 
year 1724; but did not receive a similar election af- 
terwards. Benjamin Pratt and Oxenbridge Thacher 
vreie also members of the General Court from Bos- 
ton ; and after them, James Otii^, Jr. and John Ad- 
ams, before the Revolution. From his time, legal 
learning was deemed more important in those who 
engaged in the profession of the law ; and the char- 
acter of gentlemen of the bar improved. In the gen* 
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erntioii after Mr. Read, — eay 1750 to 1775^ — appear- 
ed Shirley, Bolian, R. Dana, Trowbridge, B. Pratt, 
O. Tbacber, J. Sewall, R. T. Paine, D. Leonard, 
N. P. Salient, W. Cushinff, P. Winslow, & Quincy, 
J. duincy, Jr., J. Adams, D. Sewall, T. Bradburyt 
J. Bliss, J. Hawley, 0. Strong, R. Gushing. 



REED, Rev. JOHN D. D. was a native of 
Bridgewater, Titicut Parish, where his fatber was 
th» minister of a Congregational Church. Mr. 
Reed had his public education in Yale College, 
and settled in the ministry, in the west pad^ 
of Bridgewater. He continued his connection with 
that people as their pastor, until he was far ad-, 
vanced in years. He was above eighty, at the time 
of his decease^ in 1829. He represented the county 
of Pl]rmouth, in the Congress of the United Statds, 
sevoral years after he was sixty. Dr. Reed pos- 
sessed superior talents ; and excelled most of his 
clerical brethren, as a metaphysician. Few were 

Sual to him in close reasoning and sound argument. 
B made just distinctions, and was clear and accu- 
rate in his language, both in his writing and conver- 
sation. In his day, the question of the moral free- 
dom of man was often the subject of discussion : 
and the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism were also 
frequently debated. In all these, Dr. Reed was able 
and masterly ; few were able to compete with him 
successfully. Rev. Mr. j^iles was generally his an- 
tagonist in these discussions. He was an able man, 
aiM a subtile reasoner. But neither could convince 
Ihe other of his alleged enroots on these specu- 
lative points. Dr. Reed was an advocate for tlie 
moral power of ma,n, so far as to make himaccouni* 
abl« foe the ex!ereises of his will, and not another. 
He was a practical, though an argumentative 

e^eacher, and sought to improve liis hearers, both in 
lowlsdge and virtue. 
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RBYERl^ CoLONfifc PAUL was a citizen of Bos- 
um, and an iagbnious mechanic. He was much re^ 
spected by his fellow citizens, both for his integrity 
and his social qualities as a companion. When ar- 
bitrary measures of the British ministry towards 
Massachusetts were adopted, in 1765, atid pursued 
until they proYc^ed resistance and reyolation, Mr. 
Revere was found among the most ardent and 
patriotic. Several of the mechanics in Boston took 
an active part in the dispute before the war com- 
menced, as they did in the field after it began. For 
some time before that event, in 1775, there was a 
club of the patriotic citizens, which frequently met 
for the purpose of learning the movements of the to- 
nes, and for deliberating on the most suitable means 
of defence or of resistance. Petitions and remon- 
strances were the only weapons used either by them 
or by the members of the legislature, who often pub- 
licly discussed the subject Colonel Revere was one 
of this club ; Dr. Joseph Warren, Samuel Adams, 
John Hancock, and other men of education, often 
met with them. Revere was ready to execute any 
plans which Dr. Warren and others might advise or 
propose. He gave Warren information on the even- 
ing of the 18th of April, 1775, that some of the Brit-^ 
ish troops, then stationed in Boston, were probably 
preparing for an expedition into the country. It 
was soon found that a detachtnent was in motion to 
cross Charl^ rivpr, to Cambridge or Charlestown ; 
and it was supposed the object was to destroy mili- 
tary stores, collected at Concord by order of the pro- 
vincial Congress of Massachusetts, then or a few 
days before, sitting in that town — or to seize on the 
persons of Samuel Adams and John> Hancock, who 
were particularly obnoxious to the British ministry 
for their open and decided opposition to the policy of 
the administratioB in Ekigland, and whot were then 
known ^to •beiM Lezkigton) at the heose of Rev.. Mr. 
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Clark. Dr. Warrea advised Beyeie to haateii to 
Lexington and give the alarm, and to proceed l» 
Concord with information of the plan, so that tl^ 
military stores might be removed, or otherwise se- 
cured. The advice was promptly and. faithfully fol- 
lowed, as readily as if it had been an (Mrder from die 
highest legal authority. These eminent patriots 
were seasonably notified, and retired from Mr. 
Clark's, whose house was near the public road. 
This was but a few moments before the British 
troops reached the conunon in' Lexington, hear the 
house of Mr. Clark, on the;r way to ConconL They 
here halted, after having fired on a few of the militia 
just assembled from the neighborhood, on the report 
of the expedition from Boston — but who ofTered no 
resistance, nor propose/1 to make any. Meantime, 
Revere proceeded on the road towards Concord, to ful* 
fii the other part of his instructions. Butjiie was soon 
met by British officers, and placed under the keep- 
ing of armed men, not however till he found means 
of forwarding intelligence to Concord of the approach 
of British troops, and their intended purpose* In 
the course of the day, Mr. Revere was released^ or 
found means of escape, as the British had thm 
hands full, and in the latter part of the day were 
chiefly concerned , to gel back into Boston, with as 
little injury or delay as possible. In June 1775, Mr. 
Revere was employed to engrave four copper-plales 
for colony notes, at £& each, and to print fourteen 
thousand five himdred and sixty impressicHis at £3i 
6#. 8 a thousand ; and July 6th, to impress eighteen 
hundred and seventy*-four sheets, at 6^. a hundred. 
Colonel Revere continued faithful to the cause, and 
received a commission as Major, and then cui CokHiel, 
in the army raised for the defence of the country. 
He was then a young man ; and lived long after im 
war of the Revolution was oyer-^highiy respect by 
his fellow citiacM, and a friend and ^luppcyrlsr of li^ir 
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and Older, as well as an advocate for constitutioiial 
Uberf 7. 

•REYNER, Rev. JOHN who perhaps may with 
propriety be considered the first settled minister iu 
pymonth, came into the country in 1636, and was 
jmmedaateiy called to the pastoral office in that place. 
They had, indeed, several preachers before him, for 
short periods ; but who were not chosen by the church 
to be the permanent pastor and teacher. Elder 
Brewster conducted the public religious services when 
there was no person with them of the clerical profes- 
-eion. A Mr. Rogers officiated some time ; but be- 
came partially deranged, and was not continued. — 
Mr. Smith was with them in 1630 and 1631, but 
proved to be "of very inferior gifts," in the estimation 
of those who had been taught by so able a man as 
Robinson : and he also discontinued the pastoral of- 
'fice in that church. Roger Williams was with them 
as a religious teacher two or three years, in 1632 and 
•1634 He was allowed to possess " bright accom> 
plishments, but of unstable judgment ; and who be- 
gan to vent some offensive errors ; " and was there- 
fote permitted or desired to leave them. Lyford, who 
was sent over to them in 1624, by some enemies of 
the Pilgrims, cannot be justly said to be the minister 
of the church : and he was soon ordered to leave the 
colony, with severe rebuke and censure, both as a 
-minister and a man. He was proved to be a very 
imnHural character ; as well as an enemy to the church 
and government of Plymouth. And yet some writers 
are so i^orant, or so prejudiced, as to state that 
Lyford was not permitted to remain, merely because 
he wa9 favorable to the Church of England ! Rev. 
C. Cfaanney, afterward President of Harvard College, 
pr^Mihed at Plymouth some time, on his first coming 
into the country, as an assistant to Mr. Reyner. Ana 
vo also did Rev. John Norton,, who came over by re* 
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quest of Gov. Wmslov ; but he remaiiied in Ply- 
mouth only a few mouths, when he removed to Ips- 
wich ; and was there the able and faithful pastor 
several years. Afterwards, he removed to Boston, 
on the death of Mr. Cotton, and was assistant to Mr. 
Wilson. It is supposed that Mr. Reyner was a broths 
in-law of Governor Bradford ; but i this^is uncer- 
tain. Yet he was truly a christian brother. He is 
described as '^ an able and godly man ; of a me^k 
and humble spirit, sound in the truth, and every way 
unreprovable m his life and conversation ; " and Ifae 
Plymouth people '^ enjoyed his labors several years, 
with much peace and cconfort" In 1654, Mr. Rey- 
ner left Plymouth, and went to Pover, in New Ham^ 
shire, an early settlement, where he was the pastor 
and teacher till his death, in 1669. From the invita- 
tion given by the Salem people, in 1629, to the puri- 
tans at Plymouth, to join in the formation of a church, * 
and the separation of their ministers to office ;* frotn 
the evident religious intercourse of Chauney and 
Norton, with the Plymouth church — ^and from adm- 
ilar union in religious worship and service, of Rev. 
Mr. Wilson and Gov. Winthrop, in 1631 ; it fully ap- 
pears, that the churches of Plymouth, of Salem, and 
of Boston, agreed in their sentiments on church gov- 
ernment and discipline, and the forms of worship. 
And this is also declared by Josiah Gotten, son of 
Rev^ Mr. Cotton, and grandson of Mr. Cotton of Bos- 
ton ; who says, " The platform of the church discip- 
line and government agreed upon by the synod at 
Cambridge, in 1648, was entirely agreeable to tte 
sentiments of the Plymouth church, and according 
to the model before laid down by their pastor, Mr. 
Robinson. Some of the most famous in that synod 
acknowledged the light they derived from .the Ply- 
mouth church ; which, being the first, became a pat- 
tern by which the rest were modelled ; whose mem- 
bers, being but lately withdrawn' from the church of 
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Bngbmdy could not be supposed to be so well studied 
ia the controirersy as the other ; which was of longer 
standing, and had borne the burden and heat of the 
day." Mr. Cotton also observes, 'Uhe Plymouth 
ehurch sent messengers (as requested) to Salem, in 
1629, to give the right hand of fellowship to the church 
th«re; which was the second church in the country." 
Plymouth church had no delegation in the synod of 
1648. Were they prevented sending by any suspU 
cknij that power might be given to the clergy, incon- 
sistent with the independence of the churches ! 

RICHARDSON, Hon. WILLIAM MERCHANT 
L L. D. received his public education in Harvard 
College, and was graduated with the class of 1797. 
On leaving the University he prepared for the profes* 
sion of the law ; and after a few years of practice^ re- 
ceived the appointment of Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court in New Hampshire. He died in 
1838^ at the age of fifty-nine, usually estimated as 
the meridian of life. He was ranked among the 
learned jurists of his time ; and esteemed as a sound 
lawyer, and an able and upright judge. While a 
pleader at the bar, he was powerful and eloquent ; 
uniting a good, knowledge of legal principles and a 
hap^y iilocution, which rendered him very popular, 
and procured him many clients. He represented 
Middlesex District, Massachusetts, . in Congress in 
1812 ; and after this period removed to the State of 
New IJampshire. He began the practice of law in 
the county of Middlesex. 

. RIPLEY, Rev. EZRA D. D., was bom at Pom- 
fioet, in the State of Connecticut ; and bad his public 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 1776, 
but at an age a little more advanced than most of 
the graduates. He officiated a short time as a chap- 
lain m the army, -and thea settled in the christian 

30* 



3S4 JCNDI 

miniftry in Oonoovd, Mawachmettg, m soooeaser of 
Rev. William Emerson, who di«d when a chaplain 
to the troops belonging to that State, in 1776. Dr. 
Ripley had the character of a learaed theologian ; 
and was a popular preacher. He always spoke feel- 
mgly from the pulpit, on the important subject of reli* 
gion: his discourses were at once eTangelical and 
practical. He ranked among the Unitarian, or liber* 
al clergy ; and was one of the fathers of that pecu- 
liar faith. His publications weire chiefly s^mpna at 
ordinations, and at the funeral of some of his bretfa-- 
ren who had been in the ministry. He survived to 
a great age, and had the perfect exercise of his intel- 
lectual powers until the close of life. Though he 
had a colleague for several years, he often pread^ed 
to his people till a few months before his death. He 
died in 1841, at the age of ninety-two years. 

ROBINSON, Rev. JOHN was the minister of 
Duxbury, in the County of Plymouth, from 1698 to 
1737. He was a native of Dorchester, and received 
his public education in Harvard College, with the 
class of 1696. It has been said he was a descend** 
ant of Rev. John Robinson, pastor of the pilgrim 
Church at Leyden. But there is no sufficient proof 
of it ; nor is it probable. The widow and a son of 
the pastor of the Leyden Church, came to PlymoaUi 
after his death ; and settled at Barnstable with Rev. 
Mr. Lothrop, in 1639. That son was Isaac, and his 
descendants lived in Barnstable county. There 
were two men by name of Robinson, who were 
freemen of Dorchester, in 1640 and 1641 ; but it is 
not probable they were sons of the Leyden pastor of 
that name. In Uie early records of Plymouth, there 
is no account of any other son than Isaacs There 
is a tradition that Isaac had a brother, who went to 
Cape Ann, or some part of Essex county, soon aftet 
the widow and fiuooily arrived, in 1634. Bat the 
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tvo Robinsons at Dorchester, in 1640, could hardly 
lie his sons, and grandsons of the pastor, ^or they 
must be above twenty-one to be admitted freemen. 
Mr. Robinson was minister in Duxbury about thirty- 
^ht years, when he left that place, and removed to 
Lebanon, in Connecticut ; and there resided till his 
decease. The elder Governor Trumbull, of Con- 
Becticat, married a daughter of Mr. Robinscm ; and 
this, no doubt, induced him to remove to that town; 
The present learned Dr. Robinsbn is a great-grand- 
son of the Duxbury minister. Rev. Mr. Robinson 
was a good scholar, and an able logician. He was 
a powerful preacher. His sermons were argument- 
ative and sententious* The writer has seen and 
lead many of them in manuscript. But Mr. Rob* 
iDSon had naturally very strong feelings, — ^he was 
ardent and quick; and did not always govern his 
temper as he ought. He had disputes with his 
. people, chiefly on account of their backwardness in 
naying his salary. In all other respects he was a 
laithful pastor, ctnd a good man. The people no 
doubt merited some rebuke for their remissness; 
and he was bound to provide for his family. 

. ROGERS, Rev. EZEKIEL came to Massachu* 
setts in 1637, and was minister of the then recently 
fcurmed church and society at Rowley, in the conn«* 
ty of Essex ; some of them having been members of 
his congregation in England. He had the character 
of a learned and judicious divine, and of a faithful 
pastor. He descended from the celebrated martyr, 
Kev. John Rogers, who suffered for nonconformity to 
papal forms in the time of Queen Mary, 1650. Na- 
thaniel Rogers, some time pastor of Uie church in 
Ipswich, was his brother ; and he also was a learned 
and able theologian. From these two pious men 
have descended all who bear that honorable name 
in Massachusetts, and neighboring States ; eight or 



356 . THOU AS X17881LL. 

nine of vhom were clergymen. Both Nathaniel and 
J^kiel suffered much in England for their nooccfDr 
formitjr, before they came to America. 

RUSSELL, Hon. THOMAS a native of Charles- 
town, but a citi2sen of Boston eStex he arrived at 
manhood, was reputed the greatest merchant of his 
time, in the State. His most active and prosperous 
days were from 1783 to 1798, the time of his de^ 
cease. His business was more extensive than that 
of any one man ; and he was remarkably successful 
in his mercantile enterprizes. He was industriouS|- 
methodical, and honorable in his dealings. He gen- 
erally attoided in person to. the business in which he 
was engaged ; and always perfectly understood thje 
Irue state of his affairs. He visited Europe when a 
young man, which was probably an advantage to 
him afterwards in his mercantile pursuit?. He had 
the full confidence of his fellow citizens, and was 
elected to many important trusts : to a seat in the 
House of Representatives, of the Senate, and of the 
Supreme Executive Council. He^ belonged to sev* 
oral reUgious and benevolent associations ; and was * 
several years President of the Society for Propa- 

Sating the Gospel among the Indians, and others 
estitute of stated means of religion. He also con- 
tributed liberally to the funds of the society. In all 
his dealings with others, whether merchants or me- 
chanics, he was fair and honest : no one could just* 
ly accuse him of acts of oppression against the poor 
or the ignorant. 
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SANGER Rev. ZEDEKIAH D. D. was a native 
of Sherburne, Massachusetts, and r^eived his public 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 
1771, the largest which had then been in that s^n*- 
inary. After keeping a school a short time, he 
studied theology; and, in 1776, was ordained as 
pastor of the church in Duxbury, and county of Plyw 
mouth. He continued there only a few years, on 
account of a complaint in his eyes. But, the disease 
being in some measure removed, he resumed his 
ministerial labors, and was settled in the south 
parish of Bridgewater, where he remained until his 
decease, in 1820, at the age of seventy. Dr. Sanger 
was a respectable scholar, and was one of the original 
members of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. He was happy in his didactic composi- 
lions ; for he was chaste and perspicuous ; and as a 
preacher, evangelical and popular and liberal. He 
seldom discussed speculative or controversial sub- 
jects in the pulpit. His object was to state the great 
truths of revelation clearly and fully, to present the 
doctrines of grace to the mind and heart, and excite 
men to inquiry and consideration on the^momentous 
subject of religion. It appeared that he spoke with 
sincerity, and felt the truth and importance of the 
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•tatement he pfeseoled ; and ihe hearers, therefore, 
were the more ready to give careful attention to his 
instructions. In his pastoral visits he was affection- 
ate and instructive. His manner invited the free 
disclosure of the mind with all its anxieties ; and he 
could afford the consolation, the direction, and the 
admonitions most suitable and proper for every case. 
To the young, his conversation and deportment 
were remarkably attractive. 

SALTONSTALL, Hon. GORDON was a son of 
Nathaniel, after named ; and had his public educa- 
tion in Harvard College, with the class of 1684 He 
chose the clerical profession ; and was ordained over 
the congregational church and society in New Lon- 
don, in 1691. He had superior talents, and was a 
good scholar. In his person and manners, he was 
highly dignified ; and a very eloquent and popular 
preacher. At the age of forty years, he was consid- 
ered at the head of his profession ; and on the death 
of Pitz John Winthrop, in 1707, the second Governor 
of Connecticut, after the* union of New Haven and 
Hartford, he was elected chief magistrate of that 
colony. This was a singular instance ; Tor there 
was a law that the Governor should be chosen out 
of the board of magistrates; but it was repealed, 
that the people might vote for Mr. Saltonstall. ,The 
clergy, also, advised him Xo take the office; and he 
was well qualified for it ; for at that period the clergy 
were, at least, theoretic politicians; some charged 
them with improperly interfering in political and 
civil concerns. He continued to be elected Governor 
for sixteen years. He died in 1724, at the age of 
fifty-nine years. Some of his biographers have 
represented him *' as the greatest and best man in 
New England," in his day. This may appear to be 
the extravagant language of mere eulogy — ^but there 
is no just reason to doubt its entire truth. His wife 
was a daughter of William Whittingham, a descend- 
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aat of the famous WhiUinghaiiiy one of the first 

Eiiritans, in 1564. She was of a generous spirit ; and, 
ke her husband, gave much for public purposes. 

SALTONSTALL, Sm RICHARD came to Mas- 
sachnaetts in 1630, with the large company of fifteen 
hundred ; and was one of the principal men of that 
eompany. He was a non-conformist, but more 
moderate and temperate in his opposition to the es^ 
tablished Episcopal church than most of those who 
first emigrated to Massachusetts. He was (tf a re- 
spectable family, as his title indicates ; and he had 
a good estate. He was one of the original patentees 
of the colonial territory ; and an assistant before and 
after the removal of the charter to Massachusetts. 
Soon after the company arrived in Boston harbor, 
he c<mcluded to fix his abode at Watertown, on the 
banks of Charles river, and Rev. Mr. Phillips and 
others accompanied him. He brought several of his 
family with him, both sons and daughters. But the 
privations to which they were subjected the first 
winter, were so severe, that the daughters prevailed 
with their father to return to England in the spring 
of 1631. . Sir Richard lived several years after his 
return, and always proved to be an efficient friend 
to the colony. Two of his sons remained in. Massa* 
chusetts, and he and his descendants, of every gener- 
ation, have beeain public life, well educated men, 
and of great influence in society. Sir Richard and 
several of his descendants, were generous friends ojf 
Harvard College— rand'^those born in the colony were 
educated in )nat seminary. Richard Saltonstall, 
son of Sir Richard, remained in Massachusetts 
the greater part of bis life ; for, when some early 
letorne^ to England, he resolved that he would not 
leave tiie colony so long as the christian ordinances 
were observed asreeably to apostoliq direction , and 
example. He did, however, go to England in 1673, 
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tod continued them several years, but came baek to 
Massachusetts, and was chosen an assistant, when 
aboFe sc^veqty years of age. He opposed the pbn 
for a standing council, in 1643, when some of the 
clergy, and a few others, who probably expected to 
retain political power, favored such a measure. Itir* 
Saltonstall considered it a dangerous innoT»tiofi. 
Some proposed to censure him in public, for his op* 
positicm ; but, satisfied both of his honesty and in* 
fluence, they refrained from any condemnation of 
him. Nathaniel Saltonstall, who had his education 
m Harvard College, with the class of 1659, a son of 
Richard, last named, settled at Haverhill. He was 
also one of the assistants, and a firm friend of the 
rights and liberties of the people in the time of ^r 
Ekimund Andros, and ^'that creature" Edwwrd 
Randolph. As an assistant, he was a member oi 
the highest Judicial Court in the cdony ; and onder 
tiie province or second charter, of 1691, he had a 
ocMnmission as a justice of the Superior Court of Ju- 
dicature.' It is believed he did not fully eoBsent ta 
the prosecutions and condemnatione for alleged 
witchcraft, in 1692 — ^but the majority of the justices, 
and even the learned William Stoughton, enoour^ 
aged by Rev. Cotton Mather, a very credulous and 
superstitious man, though of great leamuig, gave 
judgment against the unfortunate sufferers. 

SARGEANT, Hon. NATHANIEL PEASLEE 
received his public education ia Harvard Oellege, 
where he was graduated in 1760. He engaged in 
the profession of the law, and had the character of 
an able and honest attorney. He may jas^ be 
tanked among the patriots of 1770 and 1775, who 
disapproved of the arbitrary measuies of the British 
administration, and sought to preserve the righfii 
and liberties of the people. He was not perhaps so 
ardent as some others; but he was decided in sup- 
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port oi citil freeSorfii^ sold coxAti alw'ays 1>e depended 
upcm, as a pradetit and effiei^nt sxYpporter of the 
imcient privilegecr and rights of the colonies ]M&« 
^i^ant was a delegate frmn the town of Haverhill, 
wfaeve he then practised law, to the second Pro- 
uncial CoRgress, which met at Oambridge, in Feb-^ 
matf 1776 ; amd in 1776 was a .member of the 
House of Reparesentatives. After the constitution of 
Massachus^ts was adopted, in 1780, he had a seal 
in the bench of the Supreme Judicial Court ; and 
dif the appointnvent of William Gushing, to be a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States.- 
Mr. Sargeant was made Chief Justice* He lived 
bdl a few years after, and died in 1792. He was a 
son of Rev. Christopher Sai^ant^ of Methuen, in the 
Goontjr of Essex. 

SAR&BNT, Hon. WINTHROP was a native 
of :Ok9U0idster, Massachusetts, and received his edu^ 
eation in Harvard College, with the class of 1771. 
He- entered the American army at an early age, and 
eentinued tilNhe peace, in 1783. He had the repu^ 
tatso«i-of an intelligent and brave ofiicer;: having 
Ae rankof Major the latter part of the w^ar. Hd 
had a Utoniry taste, and was a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, in Massa-* 
chusetts, and of the American Philosophical Society, 
in Pemisyivania. President Washington appointed 
hmt Governor of die territory of Mississip;^, before: 
itbeoame a separate State; but President Jeffersoir 
lemoved him in 1801, to furnish an office for a 
{K>litieal friend. Ctovemor Sargent. possessed talents 
if a saperior ofder^ and devoted much time to liter-- 
ary pursnits. And bis manners were *t onooF^ 
pBtifitaed and dimified. la this respect he may jnst^) 
ly be eomparea ta Generals Lincoln, Knoit; and^ 
€bbb. 
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SAWYER, MIGAUAH M.T>. A. A. & tMs a 
citizen of Newburyport, add reeeived his publi 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 
1766. Dr. Sawyer ranked amcmg the most eminent 
physicians of his time. He laid the foundaticm for 
professional distinction, by the study of* Natnral 
Philosophy, and Physiology. He understood the 
dieories and systems of the most celebrated phy- 
sicians of former times, who had given their viewa 
to the world. But he was not merely a learned 
theorist; he had good judgment; and depended 
much on his own observation and experience in th^ 
practice of the profession. There^ were many able 
physicians in the country in the latter part of ttie 
last century ; and yet the majority were not -proper- 
ly educated, and it would have been no libel to say, 
that thiey were qfiacks. Theories in medicine, as 
well as in other professions and departments, fasrve, 
in some measure, changed within seventy years; 
atid most of those who profess the healing art are 
better educated in this country, than fi>rmeriy ; but 
there were some successful praetitioners then, as 
well as now ; and the most learned of the profession 
have reason to say, that there is still much unknown 
as to the nature of diseases, and the means of an 
effecthal and certain remedy. ; 

SGAMMELL, Colonbl ALBXANDiBR was bom 
in that part of Mendon now. Milferd, in Massadiu- 
setts ; and received his public.education in Harvard 
College, where he was graduated in the yeAr 1769; 
He passed sometime in teaching youth at Plymouth 
— but when the war of the Revolution began, he laid 
aside the scholar's gown, and took the sword, m d^ 
fence of civil liberty. His principle was. in onisiMi 
iil-ith the motto to the arms of the State, ^^ense petit 
pi acidam quietem sub libertate." He did not engage 
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io Ibe^ coBtest for a Kri]i0, nor fiMsi' mj partipular 
fondi^ss for a military life ; but to assist in establish* 
ing tbe pdliticai rights of the people in the Colonies. 
He had talents which would have adorned any of 
-the learned professions, and moraKtraits of character 
to attract the regard and esteem of his fellow men*. 
Bjut he had also some qualities necessary in the hero. 
He was of a brave and intrepid spirit, and prompt 
mud enterprising in action. He was esteemed for 
these qualities by his fellow officers, and. much en- 
deared to them by generous and honorable conduct. 
Colonel Scammell commanded a regiment in the New 
Hampshire line of the continental army, in the early 
perioa of the war ; and was afterwards some time 
Adjutant General. In the siege of Yorktown, Vir- 

Sinia, where Lord Cornwallis, the British comman*^ 
er was stationed, his duty called him to peculiar 
exposure ; and in one of the sallies of the besieged 
he was slain. Probably the death of no officer dur- 
ing the war;^ except that of General Joseph Warren, 
on Bonker Hill, was more lamented than that of 
Colonel Scammell. 

SEDGWICK, Hon. THEODORE L L.D. was ed- 
ucated in Yale College, and received his first degree 
in 1766. He engaged in the profession of the law in 
the county of Berkshire, with the reputation of an able 
attorney and advocate. When the dispute with the 
British mrinistry, as to the right of Parliament to rule 
and legislate for the people in the colonies in all 
eases, was appro^^ching a crisis, the friends of liber* 
ty were anxious to adopt measures for security. Mr. 
Sedgwick was early found among them. In July 1774, 
there was a convention in the county of Berkshire, 
to consult ** what was necessary ana prudent to be 
done by the citizens," Mr. Sedgwick was chosen the 
Secretary of the meeting. In 1778, he was a Rep- 
resentative in the General Court : and 1781, the 



^^eaker. He weot to dmgtem in 17^ and ww 
Bometime Speaker of the Hou^e of RepvesenlatiTes : 
and afterwards one of the Senators of the United 
States for Massachusetts. In 1802, Mr. Sedgwick 
was appointed a .Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, and held a seat on the beinch till his death, in, 
1814, at the age of seventy. Judge Sedgwick had a 
high characteri both for talents and probity. He 
was prompt and dignified a« a Judge and as presiding 
officer of the House of Representatives ; and of blaiid 
and courteous manners towards all those with whom 
he associated. 

SEYER, Bon. WILLIAM was an inhabitant of 
Kingston, and a son of Nicholas Sever, sonie tinie 
an instructor and fellow of Harvard College. He 
received hks public education in Harvard Cdlegei 
with the class of 1745. He was a companion oflii-* 
erary men, and always sought to promote the caiise 
of good iQarning in the community. Kingston is a 
small town ; and was formerly a part of Fljrmouth i 
but owing to his influence, in a great measure, a 
grammar school was usually supported in the place, 
a)id kept by: an ahimnus of Harvard College; He 
tpok an interest in the welfare of the people, and 
made annual visits to almost every family, in tho 
town, as is usual for the pastor of the society to do* 
In his deportment, he was very courteous anddigni-* 
fied.; and at the present day, he. might be accused of 
foriAality. It was often said^ that he resembled 
Washington, in his person, features and manners^ 
He had the most, exalted opinion of the patriotism 
and wisdom of that '^wonderful man;" and hecon^ 
sidered it a great honor, as an Elector, to cast his 
vote on two oqcasions, when he was a candidate for. 
/the Presidency- At both the elections, Mr,.Sevefi^ 
was^pbpsen to preside over the meeting. Hje/bad a,' 
seat at the Counqil Board daring the administration 



of QorerBor Hotchmsoi). Heac);edwUh Bowdpia,, 
jOtift, Hawieyi the two Adan^aes, aod others, in 1770^ 
;l77d/ia renionstrating egaiu^t the measures of thp 
British ministry at that memorable period. When 
Governor Gage was chief magistrate of the Province 
in 1774 and 1775^ he was a isubject of his frowns, 
as well as the< others, his compatriots, above named». 
He. w^ a delegiate to the Provincial Congress in Mas- 
sach^^tts. May 1775 — and in July of the same year 
had a seat at the Council Board, then chosen instead 
of the Counsellors appointed by the King, in deroga- 
tion of the right of the General Assembly^, as expressly 
provided by the charter. Mr. Sever was severc^l 
years, successively, a member of the Council; an4 
hi^ opinipns' ai^d votes were always indicative of his 
practical wisdom, and his regard for constitutional 
principles. He was not easily excited ; and therefore 
appeared- less ardent than some others : but his char- 
acter was that of a firm and discreet friend of politi* 
pal liberty. . He- lived to the age of eighty years, and 
his memory has. been cherished with high respect. 

SEWALtL, Hon. DAVID L L. D. was one of {i 
Jttfge family with that name; ancj it has been respect* 
ab$ ill all iM branches, from the early settlement of 
Mas^Chusetts. He was a native of York, in Main^, 
Aod had his public education in Harvard College, 
with the class of* 1755. He engaged in the profes- 
aion of the law, and was in the practice^ sometime 
in the county- of York. He took part with the whigs 
and patriots of l'770-76, in opposition to the oppres- 
sive measures of the parent government, at an early 
Eriod of tlie .coptrov-ersy. , He ,was a member of the 
»t}se of Representatives^ from the town of York) 
in i776'-i2ind in (777, ws^s appointed a^justice of the 
(Bupecior Qourt of Judicatives; and ii^ 1780, had a 
eomoussioQ for a justice of 4he Supreme Judicial 
Ccmtj fstabjished by the constitution of Massachu* 
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Aelts, itt 1780. In 1789, Pwsidefit Wash!figto» a]^ 
pointed him judge of the District Court of the Uni- 
ted States for the District of Maine. He held that 
office till he was ahare the age of eighty yenm^ 
when he resigned. He had the chataeter of a 
learned and upright judge; and was an exemplapf 
Christian. He possessed solid and^^ useful, but nol 
Tery brilliant talents ; and was nniTersally esteemed 
for his uniform moral and religious deportment. 

SE Wall, H6n. Jonathan received his ^o* 

cation in Harvard College, and was graduated im 
1748. He was classed with the ablest barrist^s in 
Massachusetts ; and was the king's attorney in the 
province, from 1767 to 1774. He was then appoklt- 
ed judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, for th^ 
province of Nova Scotia. President Adamd, the 
elder, read law in the office of Mr. Sewall, who often 
spoke of the abilities and learning of his- pupil. In 
1774, Mr. Sewal! was engaged with Mr. Adams, in 
a discussion, published in the newspapers of that 
time, relating to the claims of the British parliament 
and ministry, for governing the colonies ; in which 
he maintained his cause with great ingenuity. Mr. 
Bewail was anxious that his young friend eh<Mild b^ 
Oh the i3ide of the parent government; as, in htft 
opinion, that was the safest course. But Mr. A<iartJMi 
preferred th^ cause of right, of liberty, and of -hi* 
country— and still. received more WorWly hoijor and 
applause than had he followed the ad vice of his 1©* 
gal, political adviser. 

^ SEWALL, Ret. Dr. JOSEPH a scto of flFudgi 
Samuel' Sewall, received hisr 'dducation in Harvard 
College, and^ wa$ graduated' in 1707: HewasthH 
mstot of the Old South '^Uifch, in BostbU) ftpn^t^ardti 
of fifty years. Most'of thtf timiCv them wfts^asec^Mid 
minister of A^'Mme'rt^igiotursctoietyr Ee^Vkbitihi 
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:Priiice| forty yeais, and BeT..AIex. Gnmlngs, two 
^yem9.[ Dr. Sevratt 'was a. good scholar, and was 
chosen President of Harvard College, but declined the 
pointment. In hie ministerial character he was 
cealeusiand'faitlifat. Several of his discourses were 
pabUsbed, and dre honorable to his talente and his 
.piety. He . laid very great stress on the orthodox 
wyniemr of his day — and could hardly believe, any 
0QB a sincere Christian who did not embrace it 
When Dr. May hew was on his deathbed, Dr. Sew^ 
att visited him, with a view to learn if he felt strong 
in the faith he professed. On his return, he was 
«8ked if Dr. Mayhew believed ;in the proper Deity 
of Christ, when he replied, '^ He loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and receives him as his Saviour.^' A 
9M>d and sufficient answer. And ought not any one 
'Who can sincerely do this be treated as a Christian? 

SBWALL, Hon. SAMUEL L L. D. was a native 
of Boston, and a grandson of Rev. Dr. Josefdi 
Sewall. He received his education in Harvard CoL- 
lQ«e, with the class of 1776. He read law in the 
office, of Hon. Francis Dana, before he was. jodge^ 
wiio then lived in Cambridge. Mr. Sewall was ea^ 
Idemed asound lawyer, and a faithful attorney; and 
he had a large share of practice in the county of Bb* 
«ex, having early settled at Marblehead. He reprsi' 
•eoted the southern district of Essex, in the Congress 
h£ the United States, for. several years — and had 
great influence in that body ; especially in all quest 
tions of commerce and finance. His amiable charac- 
ter was also such a^ to commend him tjo all honora- 
ble aind •veH-principIed menu la 1800, he had ail 
appoiiitmeat to a seat on. the bench of the SupreoM 
ittdicialCouTt>;^'andin 1813, on the death of Jndge 
PftrsoBSj he was commissiimed as the chief joetieet; 
hot died* saddenly the next tyear. Judge Se/wall 1ra4 
highly esteemed, not:xmly foo > taknts^. leanrning, and 



good judgment,. but for integrity, and a faigfi sense "of 
honot and right. He died at the age of ^fty-seTeo 
yeaTs. / • 

SEWALL, Hon. SAMUEL was a iofa.of Heory 
Bewail, one of the earljr settlers of Massacbtisetts;; 
and had his public education in Harvard College, 
.with the class of 1671. He was father of Rbv. Dr. 
Joseph SewjBill, many years pastor of the Old 6out& 
church and society in Boston. He had. a seat en 
the bench of the highest judicial court, in 1692, and 
was one of the judges before whom the unfortunate 
imd faighiy-<injured persons were tried on the ridicu- 
lous charge of witchcraft. When the Superior Court 
6f Judicature was established, in 1694, he was ode 
ef the justices; and in 1718 was' appointed the bhief 
justice. This place he held till 1728, when he toK 
untarily resigned it on account of the infirmities of 
MAd age, being then nearly eighty. He bore public 
testimony against the slave trade, in 1700. He' read 
much on theological subjects, and on the prophecies, 
and. some of his writings were published. He liad 
idle charaeter of a good scholar, an able lawyer, a 
learned theologian, and a sincere Christian. He 
collected and recorded, many facts relating to. the 
eRrly settlement and condition of the colony^ and t^ 
tiie character of iSome of the principal men^ . Q^nota- 
tioos from his manuscripts axe given- in theVdlumee 
of the historieal society, and in other historical and 

laographical iirorks. > 

■ ♦ , 

- SEW ALL, Major SAMUEL one of rtie lai^ 
fimiUy of Se walls, of York, Maine, was an inlelKgelit 
mechaftic, And formed! the' model and plan^ aecoraiog 
to Hriiicb the bridge weS coiistrubted over the river 
in that place, in 1761. <Il ws^ the first of the kinU 
botf t ' in America. The briidge o v^r Obari^ea rilrer' from 
Bostoo to Chariestown, erected 'iid 1786/ wa^ cfen^ 



s&uc^d after Major Sb wall's model pnpamd for thai 
built under his directioa at York. The bridge from 
Salem to BoTeriy, aod from Charlestown to Maiden, 
built a few years later, were after the same model* 
Before the projectors of the bridge across Charles 
river coocluded to build it, they had the opinion of 
Major Sewall, as to the probability of its resisting the 
force of the tide, and the ice. He was of opinicm one 
might be built on the model of that over York river^ 
which baid been standing twenty-five years. And 
the bridge was constructed after the same plan— Mr* 
Cox was tiie master-workman. That at York was 
indeed only two hundred and seventy feet long ; that 
over Charles river, about 1500. The latter was first 
passed June 17, 1786^ attended with great parade 
and ceremony. 

' SEWALL, Hon, STEPHEN, a native of Salem, 
and a near relative of the former, (a nephew it is » 
believed,) had his public education in Harvard Col- 
lege, where he received his first degree in 1721 j and 
resided as an ir^tructor nearly twelve years. After 
this, in 1739, he was appointed a justice of the Su* 
per ior Court of Judicature ; and, in 1752, he suc- 
cseeded Paul Dudley, as chief justice of that court. 
While a judge, he resided in Boston, and was a 
member of the church in Boston, under the pastora:! 
tore of E&ev< Dr. Mayhew. He died in 1756. And 
in a funeral discourse the next Lord's day afti^r the 
death of the judge, Dr. Mayhew has described hiih 
as a man of^reat sincerity, probity,' benevolence and 
jHety. He says nothing of his peculiar views in re^ . 
Ugion; but, as he attended the preaching and in^ 
gtructions of Dr. Mayhew, it is highly probable, and 
fiuch alsd is the tradition, that he agreed in sentiment 
with that celebrated divine. His donations to the 
poor were very freqttent anil liberal ; and his eulo- 
gists say he gave more than he could well afford \ 
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tat the sabmes of the judge* mefe thetk ^tm*^^>*mm^f 

aad he had so little other prppevty, that he must 
have beea a great ecoDomist, to giv^ so libentUy as 
he did. 

SEW ALL, STEPHEN tiras educated iu Harvaid 
College ; aod a few years after be took his degree, 
which was in 1762, he was chosen plrofesaor of He-^ 
hrew and other oriental languages, in that seminary, 
on the Hancock -foundation. He was reputed a 
great proficient in the ancient languages* Few or 
none understood the Hebrew languages, so well aa 
Mr. Sewall ; and he wrote Latin with uncommcHl 
purity and facility. He also studied mathematics 
and astronomy with more attention than do moat 
philologists. It is not common to find the mathe* 
matician and philologist united in one person. The 
infirmities of Mr. Sewall obliged him to resign his 
. professorship, and to abandon all literary pursuits 
before he reached the age of fifty. 

SHEPARD, General WILLIAM was a citizen 
^f Westfield, Massachusetts, and joined the troops 
collected at Cambridge for the defence of the pr<>v^ 
ince, soon after the affair at Concord, of April 177&» 
He then held a commission as Lieutenant Colonel, in 
the regiment commanded by Colooel Timothy Dan* 
ielson, of Brimfield ; and in 1777, he was appointed 
a chief Colonel in the Continental army ', and con* 
tinned in the public military service till the close of 
the war, in 1783. He had the reputation <^ a braT« 
and efficient officer. On the restoration of peac«, 
Colonel Shepard returned to his farm ; and like the 
other military patriots of that period, after devotiiq; 
seven or eight years to the service of the RepubliOi 
with very inadequate pecuniary reward, became an 
industrious and peaceful citizen. When the insu^ 
rection occurred under Shaya^ in 1786, on account 
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of flKft gfMfr .flaxes dien im^sed to pay the d«bt of 
4l«! Ret^ttttionary w«r, General Siepard, being 
then a Brigadier of the militia, in Hampshire 
County, was ordered out to suppress the unlawful 
moy^nent. He had particular orders to guard the 
loiUlary arsenal at Springfield; which it was be- 
He^ed the insurgents would attack aiid seize upon. 
On this trying occasion, he conducted with equal 
firmness and forbearance. He stationed the men 
mnder hi» command near the arsenal ; and when the 
insmgents approached, he ordered them to r^ire, or 
Hdot to proceed further on their threatened project 
BtUr they continued to approach. He ordered them 
ai second time to retire, and warned them of their 
danger if Ihey proceeded. But they still advanced; 
when, ralher than to disobey his orders, or to suffer 
tfiem to take possession of the arsenal, he fired on 
them, and they hastily dispersed. The^ had been 
told by their desperate leaders, that Shepard would 
not dare give the command to fire ; ot* would not be 
6beyed bjr his men, if he gave such orders. I{e re* 
fiMraied from this alternative, until it became his im-^ 
perfdusdoty to take the decisive measure; and 10 
save thecommonwealth from anarchy* and misrule. 
General Shepard was a member of the Supreme 
Sxectitive CounciV after this period, 1788-1790, 
and held other places of publits trust He was not 
bnly a Wave military officer, but possessed tvaits of 
iriiaraeter which rendered him respectable as a citi^ 
ftenj and beloved as a relative and friend. Lik6 
Many c^ his brave companions in arms, who 
fifoparded their lives for their country, he was qnite 
floor aod'diestMme- in hvs old age. Offeim^ and of 
4tem; when tempted in' 1783, to retain ^mil^ in tteit 
iMMldSj and to /or^^ Congress to pay them for theit 
wrvices) General Washington said on that oecasion, 
«Ms of great excitement and danger, '^that the 
^r4»imifig glory of their charaofchr, a^patitein^ would 
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havB been wanting, but for tb«ir diaintofestedMM^ 
tjatix love of order^ and their submission, to the civtt 
authority.'^ 

SHERMAN, Hon. ROGER \ira$ a native ^ 
Newton, Massachusetts, but removed to die State of 
Connecticut, when a youn^g man. He had only a 
conunon education, such as was given at the town 
schools seventy and eighty years ago, in New Eng- 
lancL But he was a remarkable man ; and doly 
apprecsiating the benefits of learning, became very 
studious, and soon qualified himself for die practice 
ef the law. After a few years of practice, he was 
appointed a justice of the Court of Common Plea% 
for the County of New Haven, and then of the 
Superior Court of Connecticut He took a decided 
part with the whigs in the colony, at an early pe^ 
riod of the dispute with Kngland^ as |o the right of 
parliament to legislate for the people in America. 
When the Continental Congress met at Philadelphia, 
in September 1774, Mr. Sberraau had a seat in thai 

gtriotic and august assembly, as a delegate from 
>nnecticut: and was again chosen a member in 
1775 and 1776. He wa3 one of the committee for 
pveparing the Declaration of National independence, 
in the year last mentioned ; and his name is on thai 
memorable list of patriots, who risked property and 
life^ and pledged their sacred honor, in defence of 
political tree&m, such as the country had enjoyed 
from ita first settlement, by the English, in 1680; 
With little intermissionf Mr. Sherman continued m 
Congress tiU 1787;, and when the federal govern* 
ment was formed, in 1789, he was one of the Sena«> 
tors io the national legislature, from Connecticat. 
He possessed great natural powers ef intellect ; fayad 
ifmcommon diacemment, good judgment, and desor 
and diacriminating views €« any subjeot presenied 
fecccnsideratiea. ttehas semetimea beeneaUad m 
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second Fnmklin, and was one of the most gifted men 
of his age ; not so muqh for a Uvel^ and brilliant im- 
agination, as for sound good sense, and a compre- 
hensive view of the right and the expedient in 
human afbirs. 

SHUTE, Rev. DANIEL D. D*, was educated in 
Harvard College, and received his degree in the year 
1743. He settled in the ministry in the south part 
of Hingham ; and continued the pastor of that soci- 
ety till his decease, in 1802, at the age of eighty. — 
He had the reputation of a good scholar, and a learned 
theologian. - He carefully examined and studied 
the different systems of divinity, Calvinistic and Ar« 
minian ; Trinitarian and anti-Trinitarian : and was 
well acquainted with the works ofthe early christian 
writers. He belonged to the more liberal class of the 
clergy; and in his day, from 1750 to 1800, many of 
them in Massachusetts rejected the orthodox creed, 
as the Calvinistic system has been usually called. 
All the members of the association to which Dr. 
Shute belonged. Dr. Gay, Dr. Hitchcock, Dr. Barnes, 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Turner, Mr. Rand, Mr. Smith and 
Mr. Grosvenor, were reported to be Arians and Ar- 
miniana. Without presuming to give an opinion on 
the correctness of their creed, there is no hesitation in 
saying that they, were learned, ussful and pious men. 

i SPOONER, Hon. WALTER was a citizen of 
Bartmouth, now Fairhaven, and belonged to the de- 
aomination of the Friends, but one of those who be- 
beved b. defensive war might be justifiable and prop- 
m^t Hewaa a member of the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, May 1776 ; and in 1774 and 1776, 
was chosefi into the Supreme Executive Gouncil, in 
^fdaoe of the counsellors arbitrarily and unconstitu- 
tionally appointed by the British ministry. In the 
spring of 1776, be and James Sullivan and J«de-* 

32 
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diah Foster, were sent as agents by the Provincial 
Congress, to Ticonderoga and Crown Toint, to di- 
rect a military expedition to those places for the par- 
pose of taking cannon and military stores deposited 
there. Mr. Spooner was elected counsellor for sev- 
eral years, besides those above mentioned; and in 
that department of the government rendered much 
important service to the commonwealth. He was 
active on committees, and faithful, in various ways, 
in promoting the public interests. He was often one 
of a committee to furnish clothing, provisions, and 
other necessary supplies for the troops in the field ; — 
this was an arduous duty; — much was called for 
and expected, but the resources of the State were 
then small. < At one time, every fifth, and eveti every 
fourth man was called into the military service of 
the country ; and their necessary wants were not 
few nor small. 

SPRAGUE, Hon. JOHN was. born in Rochester, 
County of Plynjouth, and was graduated at Har- 
vard College, with the class of 1766, with the 
character of a good scholar. He studied law, and 
soon settled in the County of Worcester. In law, 
as a science, he was a great proficient, and his prac- 
tice was extensive. He did^not rank among the 
ardent and decided whigs of 1775; but when the 
justices of the court in Worcester county, and the 
gentlemen of the bar, were requested by the County 
Convention, sitting there in September 1774, to sus- 
pend all legal proceedings, until there should be 
more content among the people as to the measures 
of the British towards the colonies, he and some 
others readily complied with the request. He after- 
wards supported the measures adopted by .'the 
patriots, for the preservation of the rights and liber- 
ties of the colonies, and had a seat^ in the General 
Court, as a member from Lancaster. Subsequently 
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Mr. SpiBffue was the sheriff for Worcester cotmty, 
and Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. 
He possessed the entire confidence of his fellow citi- 
zens, as a man of probity and good judgment; and 
^ those who best knew him, were willing to repose 
their highest wordly interests in his hands. He 
died in 1800, at the age of sixty years. 

STANDISH, Hon. MILES came to New Eng- 
land in the May-flower, in 1620 ; and belonged to 
the company which began a settlement at Plymouth, 
at the close of that year. He was of a noble family 
in England : and sometime in military life in Hol- 
land, where he joined the people of Mr. Robinson's 
church, then resolved on removing to America. His 
character is that of an active, brave man ; destitute 
of fear, and ever ready to defend the settlement and 
the company, when in danger from the savages. 
Yet he ought not to to be supposed a desperate man, 
** fond of fight ; " for he was prudent and humane ; 
\ and never used his sword but by the authority of the 
civil rulers ; and it was found necessary for self- 
defence.. The Indian chief he slew at Weymouth, 
first threatened and attempted to take Standish's life : 
and he visited that place at the urgent request of the 
people there, who were in great danger from the In- 
dians in the vicinity. Standish was also in civil of- 
fice, treasurer: of the Colony, on committees for sur- 
veying and laying out townships of land, and many 
years a member^of the Board of Assistants : and one 
.year was deputy Governor of the Colony. He had 
good judgment as well as courage ; and his advice 
was sought in all difficult cases, which occurred. He 
commanded the military of the colony, till sixty-five, 
when the infirmities of age required him to resign the 
station. When war was expecting with the Dutch on 
the Hudson, in 1654, Standish was appointed to com- 
niaod t)ie men from that colony.. Peace was restored, 
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and the troops did not march from New England. 
He early took np land on the Diixbury side of the 
Bay, and lived there several of the last years of his 
life. A large hill in that town, near the bay; was in- 
cluded in his farm j and received the name of " Caji- 
tain's Hill." Elder Brewster, and John Alden, wno 
also came in the May-flower, were his neighbors. 
The name of the town was probably given it from 
the fact, that the villa, or the parish, where his family 
resided, was called Duxbury. There is now a man- 
sion, or castle, in Lancashire, near Liverpool, called 
Duxlmry Hall. Captain Standish left four sons ; and 
one of them married a daughter of John Alden. 

STARK, Gbnebal JOHN was a native of New 
Hampshire, and was in the military service, a part 
of the war with the French, in 1765-1762. He was 
a decided whig, and early engaged in the service of 
the country as a military officer, in 1775. Soon after 
the attack of the British troops on the people at Lex- 
ington and Concord, April 19, large bodies of the * 
militia assembled at Cambridge and vicinity, for the 
defence and safety of the country. They had not , 
then resolved to be independent of England ; but they 
had determined, with great unanimity, to maintain 
their political rights and liberties ; and to resist an jr 
force used to subdue and enslave them. ' In a few 
weeks, fifteen thousand of the militia were collected ; 
^ome of them from New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
and Connecticut. Two regiments marched from 
New Hampshire, and took up their quarters in Med- 
ford. Colonel Stark commanded one of the re^ 
ments ; and was in some sense, the commander of 
the whole. These troops hastened to the heights 
of Charlcstown, on the 17th June, on hearing of tlife 
fortification made there, and of the expected Attack 
of the British troops, then in Boston, t6 the' liamber 
of ten thousand. The militia under Stark arrived in 
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fppd .time^ ai^ r^poired to the rail fence on the north<- 
Msi of the £brt; where they,, and others ordered there, 
did great execution on the enemy, giving them an 
effectual check in their two first attacks. General 
Stark rendered very essential service in his attack 
on a large detachment from Gen. Bourgoyne's army, 
September 1777, sent out to scour the country in the 
western part of Vermont. Gen. Stark met them 
with the militia, and obliged them to retreat with 
great loss. This was the first check, the boasting 
and advancing army of Bourgoyne received. From 
that time, he was obliged to act on the defensive. 
He advanced no further into the country, as he had 
threatened. The American troops in that quarter, 
under Gen. Gates, were animated with hope ; and 
made still greater efforts to oppose the British army. 
In October, that whole dijcisaen^ of the British troops, 
sent to subdue Am^^ie^tfwas captured. After the 
affair at Trenton, ^cember 1776, and at Princeton, 
January 1777, the c^^ure of the northern army un* 
der Bourgoyne, was the most brilliant success attend- 
ing the American arms. General Stark was a Brig- 
adier of the continental army ; and was in active 
service most of the war. He was one of the oldest 
officers ; even more ^ged than Ward, pr Thomas, or 
l^utnam. Perhaps, Preble and Pomeroy were as old. 
He survived the Revolution several years; and died 
at an advanced age, nearly ninety. 

STILLMAN, Rev. SAMUEL D. D. had a good 
private education, and an honorary degree of Master 
oiiTArtSjin Harvard College, and in Brown University ; 
and from the latter also received the degree of D. t)« 
He was ordained as pastor of the first anti-P(Bdobap»> 
tist fociety in Boston, in the year 1765, and contin-' 
ued till his decease, in 1807. Dr, Stiilmao was a 
very popular preacJhor, l|ut his discourses were not 
ijpi^b studif d ; he gei^^r^Hy preached extempoie* 
' 32'* 
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His manner was earnest and hnpressiTe ; atid all 
who heard him, readily awarded to him the merit 
of zeal and sincerity. There was not a great tarie* 
tf in his pnhlic addresses ; and he dealt much ia 
admonition and exhortation. Dr.Stillman frequent* 
ly associated with the Congregational clergy of 
tfoston, and exchanged pnlpits with several of them. 
His Church were exclusive in one point, they re- 
fused to commune with those who had not been bap- 
tised by immersion, and that in adult age. Bui \% 
was said by some of his friends, that he did not in- 
sist on this ''condition as essential to the Christian 
character. Dr. Stillman was a faithful pastor; 
greatly beloved by his people, and respected by all 
who knew him. 

STODDARlb, Rev. SOLOMON who was many 
years the pastor of the congregational church and 
society in Northampton, received his education in 
Harvard College, where he was graduated in the 
year 1662. He settled in the mmistry, in a few 
years after he left the university ; and had the repu- 
tation of an able and learned divine. In his knowl- 
edge of ecclesiastical history, and of the works of 
early Christian writers, he surpassed most others of 
his time. He was powerful in argument," and a 
subtile logician ; be gave much attention to system^ 
atic and dogmatical theology ; and laid great stresi» 
on a beUef, or profession of speculative points, which 
have little influence or connection with practice ; but 
which hA often urg6d as essential td all true Tellgidtt 
and sincere piety. This is an error in speciTlativ% 
men, arid the advocates (br ^stematic tfceology. 
They are sometimes ready Xo conclude that' no one 
ttxa be rruly penitent, or devout, or habitually tdn- 
forfn to the Divine Will, except be teml^aees, or pro- 
ffesses a certain system of' doctrines; and" arei few 
led, with good intentions, Ho tloobt, butfroflilBi fiPAill^ 



^rfeMoaiflg mora ingenioog ihau sioiid, to require & 
more particular and sp^ific, or lechDicai protessioii^ 
tbaa k appears the apostles did. They required 
fftith in Christ, as the Messiah, or, in the figurative 
language of prophecy, as the Son of God ; and x^ 
pentance and faith towards God ; and then judged 
of a man's religious character by his conduct. Mr. 
Scoddard was esteemed a good writer in his day; 
and several sermons of his, which were published, 
bear testimony to his learning and talents.* Among 
them^ are an election sermon ^ a discourse on the 
death of John Pyncbon ; and a lecture on the degen-< 
eracy of the times, deliv'ered in Boston. 

STODGHTON, Hon. WILLIAM was a son of 
Israel Sioughton, one of the principal inhabitants of 
Dorchester at its first settlement. Israel was a mili- 
tary officer, and also one of the assistants at an early 
period jn the history of Massachusetts. Mr. Stough>^ 
too, the son, received his public education in Harvard 
Coitege, with the class of 1650. Ho then had the 
character of a diligent student, and a good scholar. 
He studied theology sometime, with a view to devote 
himself: to the christian ministry for life;, aaid ha 
preached occasionally, for several years, but declined 
taking permanent charge of any society. He deliv- 
ered a sermon on one. of the anniversaries of the 
general election of civil officers in the colony, 1668,,> 
which was published, and gained him great applause 
as a good writer and a soutid politician. It was one 
of the best delivered on a similar occasion, £or the 
first half century from the settlement of MaiisBachu^ 
setts. Those of Mr. Mitchei, of President Oakfifli: 
and of Mn Hubbard of Ipswich, were highly c<iii^ 
mended ; but were no<t superior to that by Mr. Stoughr' 
ion. He was always a great friend to the thtt^y^ 
and asi a4vocate for the teligiouil institutions ^J^eW: 
Eoghari. He preftcrtd the jCorms of wi»?sbipi wd 



880 cAU8 4xmirQu 

die discipliae and govtnoiQiit of the.ooi]igr«gaj(iOii»l 
churches, before .those adopted and observed in the 
Episcopal church in England. . InhisXaith, and main 
ners, and religious views, he was a true p.uritan, 
and had as great a portion of. that spirit as those af 
the fooner §^nexatioD. He was early invited to take 
a share in the civil affairs of the colony ; and was a 
deputy from Dorchester ; one of ihe Executive Coun- 
cil; an agent to England, 1677, with the Speaker, 
Peter Bulkley ; Lieutenant Governor; Chief Justice 
of the Superior Court of Judicature ; and in the ab^ 
sence of the Governor, the chief magistrate from 1693 
to 1703; with the exception of oneyear, when Earl 
Bellamont was in the province. His administration 
was highly popular ; and while he was chief magis- 
trate, the public welfare of the province was maiu^ 
tained, and its prosperity promoted. He gave liberal* 
ly to Harvard College ; and Stoughton Hall, so called, 
which was taken down in 1780^ was erected by 
funds furnished by him, in 1700. He was much be- 
loved by the people of Dorchester ; and when* a part 
of that town, which at -first extended almost to the 
southwest bounds of the Colony, was set off as a 
separate town, in 1725, it was called by his name. 

STRONG, Hon. CALEB L. L. D., was born . at 
Northampton, Massachusetts, and received his. edu-. 
cation in Harvard College;, with the class of 1764«. 
He studied law, and was several years in extensive 
practice in thecounty of Hampshire, .and other partisi 
of theState. In 1776, he represented his native town 
ia' the General Court, when he was about tbirty-x>nQ;^ 
and before chat time, the celebrated patriot Hawley. 
said ^^ )ie wis a hopeful soo .of liberty." From that 
time Mf% Strong continued in public life and in high, 
aC^lioiis, with the exception of a very few years, un-. 
tU bis death, m 1819; which «embmces a. perjud of 
iiMf'tWO 'f^tsj'i He .w(as a^ member of the Sm»^ of 
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■ Massachusetts ; of the Convention for forming the 
Federal Constitution, in 1787; of the State Conven- 
tion to adopt it ; was appointed a Justice of the Sir- 
preme Judicial Court, but declined ; a Senator in Con- 
gress in 1789, and several following years ; Goviernor 
of Massachusetts from 1800 to 1807; and again from 
1812 to 1816, when he retired from public life. No 
olie ever had a greater share of the public confidence, 
excepting George Washington. He was intelligent, 
prudent; moderate, and conciliatory,' yet firm of 
purpose. He well understood the human character, 
and was well aware of the ambition, and the selfish- 
ness of the greater part of mankind. In political 
disputes, and in public troubles, the people looked 
to him for advice. He T^as no demagogue — he sought 
the public good, rather than the popular favor. His 
Teljgious views were elevated and liberal ; he laid 
little stress on speculative opinions. When in Bos- 
ton, he attended public worship in Brattle street, 
under Dr. Thacher, Mr. Buckminster, and Mr. Ever- 
ett. Intelligence, good judgment, and moral virtue, 
form a perfect character : and these attributes were 
all found in Governor Strong. 

3ULLIYAN, Hon. JAMES L L. D. was a brother 
of John, hereafter named ; and having received a good 
education, though not in any college, entered on the 
practice of the law, at Georgetown, on the Kennebec 
liver ; and soon moved to Biddeford, situated on the 
banks of the Saco, where he resided in 1774. He 
early discovered his attachment to civil liberty, "and 
lo the cause of the colonies, then oppressed by the 
parent government. Before that time, the colonial 
assemblies had legislated in all matters of internal 
concern, especially in laying taxes. They acknowl- 
edged allegiance to the king, but impugned the 
daims of parliament to impose taxes, or to legislate 
in the ibternal affairs of the country. Mi. Siiilivafi 
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was a delegate from Biddeford to the provincial 

Congre9s of Massachusetts, in October 1774, of Feb- 
ruary 1775, and of May 1775. He was also a rep- 
resentative, in July 1775, when the House succeed- 
ed to the assembly, called a Congress. He proved a 
very efficient member of all these assemblies, and 
many important reports and resolves were prepared 
by him. With Walter Spooner and Jedediah Fos- 
ter, he went to Ticonderoga and Crown Point, in 
June 1775, to oversee and direct the military move- 
ments on Lake Champlain, where some troops from 
Connecticut and Massachusetts had proceeded in 
May, to take possession of the forts and military 
stores there, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of the British. Those places were fortified in the 
former war with France, in 1758-63; and there re- 
mained a large quantity of cannon, fire arms and 
ammunition. In 1776; Mr. Sullivan, then living in 
Groton, was commissioned a judge of the Superior 
Court ; and remained on^the bench about six years, 
when he resigned. He was soon after appointed to 
the office of attorney-general, which he held till 
1807, when he was elected Governor of the Common- 
wealth. He was again chosen in December 1808, 
and died in December of that year. Mr. Sullivan 
bad great merit for his literary application, by which 
he rose to a high rank among the attornies and 
jurists of the country. He had talents of the first 
order, and he was uncommonly industrious in his 

Erpfessional business. He wrote the great part of his ' 
istory of Maine, when on the circuits with the jus- 
tices of the Supreme Judicial Court, as attorney-gen- 
eral. His business as an attorney for individuals, 
besides his official duties, was very extensive. Ex- 
cept Theopbilus Parsons, his l^gal business was 
probably greater than that of any one in the.Stata. 
Governor Sullivan was a member of several societies ; 
and was president of the :Qisiorical; Societyi anfl of 
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the society for propagating the gospel among Indians 
and others. As chief magistrate, he was able and 
impartial, discarding mere party feelings ; and as a 
parent, he was affectionate and faithful. He had 
some political enemies; but many personal friends. 
His sons proved worthy of their parentage and their 
education. 

SULLIVAN, General JOHN L L. D. was a 
citizen of Berwick, when the war of the Revolution 
commenced. He received a good commen educa- 
tion when young, chiefly from his father. He was 
a lawyer by profession, and began the practice in 
1773, in New Hampshire. He took a decided part 
with the friends of liberty, at an eafly period of 
• tiie contest. He was one of the delegates from 
New Hampshire, to the first Continental Congress, 
in September 1774. In 1775, he entered the mili- 
tary department, and was a General officer at Cam- 
bridge, over the New Hampshire troops, in 1776; 
He was soon after appointed a Major-General in the 
Continental army, and was continued in that station 
till the close oi the w^r. On several important 
occasions and enterprises, which required intelli- 
gence and good judgment, as well as promptness 
and courage, he was appointed to the command, by 
General Washington : and always enjoyed the esteem 
and confidence of that eminent personage. After 
the termination of the war, he returned to the State 
of New Hampshire, where he had before resided ; 
and was several years chosen the Chief Magistrate 
of that State. He was also judge of the United 
States Court, for the district of New Hampshire, till 
his death, in 1795, at the age of fifty-four. He had 
the character of an able and intelligent civilian, aa 
well as of a brave and meritorious military officer, 

SUMNER, Hon. INCREASE L L. D. was a 
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cilisen of Roxbury, and receited his public* educa- 
tion io Harvard College, where he was graduated 
ID 1767. He early took part with the patriots in 
Massachusetts, in support of colonial rights and 
civil freedom, such as the people- had enjoyed from 
jthe first settlement of the colony. It was not an 
opposition to the regular and usual exercise of pow- 
er in the British administration, nor did the people 
in this coimtry demand any new or greater powers^ 
than formerly exercised; they sought only to retain, 
the political and civil authority of their fathers. 
They acknowledged allegiance to the crown, but 
denied the right of parliament, in which they wer^ 
not represented, to legislate over them. TliMsy un- 
derstood their rights ; and were resolved, if possible, 
to hand them down unimpaired to their children, as 
their brave and virtuous fathers had done for them. 
Mr. Sumner was one of these intelligent and reso* 
lute patriots. He was one of the representatives 
from Koxbury in the General Court, in 1776, and 
for several successive years. William Heath, and 
Aaron Davis, who were members of the Provincial 
Congress, in 1775, were several years older than 
Sumner. But General Heath was more engaged in 
the military department. Mr. Sumner was appoint- 
ed an associate justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Couxt in 1782 ; a high and responsible station, given 
only to men of talents, of superior legal infcnrma- 
tion, and of honorable characters. In 1797, on the 
voluntary retirement of Governor Samuel Adams, 
Judge Sumner was elected Chief Magistrate of the 
Comnotpn wealth ; and again in 1798 ; and in 1799, 
but died early jn June, and before, he was formally 
iadue^od into office. As a citizen, a judge atid Gov- 
•rnor, Mr. Sumnei) bad the character of a well- 
principled, virtuous, and benevolent man; fiaiithful 
in public office, and exemplary in all the relations of 
yriva^ lifi?- I0 his manners, he united courtesy 
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with dignity ; and the kindly feelings of his hearty 
vtrete indicated by a placid and cheerful demeaaior 
on all occasions. 

SYMMES, Rev. WILLIAM D. D., was educated 
in Harvard College, and received a degree there in 
1750. He was some time an instructer in that sem- 
inary ; and afterwards was ordained in the christian 
ministry, over the church and society in Andover, 
county of Essex. • He survived to an advanced age, 
and had the reputation of a learned and able divine. 
Very few of the clerical profession were superior to 
him in talents, or more popular as a preacher. . He 
belonged to the more liberal or Arminian pasty ; and 
entertained similar theological views with Rev. Ed- 
ward Barnard of Haverhill, Rev. Dr. John Tucker 
of Newbury, Rev. Thomas Gary of Newburyport, 
Dr. Samuel Webster of Salisbury, and Dr. Thomas 
Barnard of Salem. These clergymen and many oth- 
ers, seventy or eighty years ago, gradually departed 
from the Calvinistic system, and forbore to urge or 
to profess its peculiar tenets, although they did not 
so expressly ai^d zealously oppose them as many have 
done in later times. They also omitted to press the 
Athanasian creed, or to use the Trinitarian doxology ; 
but preferred scripture expressions on these disputed 
points. They did not insist, as a {ureliminary to the 
ordination of a young man to the christian^ ministry, 
on his professing a belief of the Trinity, or of the five 
points of Calvinism. They required a declaration 
of faith in the Bible, and a promise to make that the 
standard and guide of their preaching. But a belief 
in Jesus Christ as the true Messiah, the only Media- 
tor and Redeemer, and the pardon of sin, on repent- 
ance, by divine grace, was considered as necessary 
by this class of theologians as well as by those who 
received the tenets of the Calvinistic system. They 
held christian fellowship with each other for some 
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yean; bm the differaioe of se&timmts has produced 
an atienation between th^n, much to be i€^;retted hy 
the true spiritual christian. 

SYMONDS, Hon. SAMUEL was an inhabitant 
of Ipswich, in the County of Essex, the oldest town 
next to Sakm and Lynn, in the county. He came 
early to Massachusetts, but not with the first compa- 
ny. Be had IreceiTed a good education in England, 
bttoie be emigrated to America ; and probably had 
rosd law. His writings show that he waS faipiliar 
both with the princiides and the forms of law. He 
inherited a lai^e estate. He acted as a magistrate 
sometime in Ea^x county ; and his opinions were 
judicious, and his decisions generally considered just 
and equitable. He was one of the assistants in 1643^ 
and also deputy goyemor, in 1673. When Leverett 
was Governor, Mr. Symonds had public employment 
under the government of Massachusetts, on various 
occasions; and a commissioner, with S. Bradstreet, 
and Captain Wiggins, to adjust disputes in Maine, 
between Massachusetts, and certain tenants there of 
Sir F. Gorges. The agents of Gorges denied the 
right of Massachusetts to govern or legislate for that 
territory ; but the majority of the inhabitants wish- 
ed to be under its jurisdiction. In the early setde- 
ment of Massachusetts, the governinent bad also 
claimed the territory of Maine, as far as Saco, as 
being within their bounds. . For they contended, 
ihat a line east from a point, three miles north of 
the most northern waters of the Merrimack, was 
their northern boundary. Mr. Symonds was held 
in great respect as a rdiigious character ; a sincere 
puritan, and a good practical Christian, as weU as 
orthodos in bis opinions, relating to the received 
theological system of his day. 
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TAPPAN, Rbv: DATID D. D., was prepared for 
college by Mr. Moody, master of the Dummer Acade- 
my, at Newbury ; and received his degree fai Harvard 
University, in the year 1771. He studied theology, 
and was soon ordained over a congregational church 
and society in Newbury. He early gained a high 
reputation in the churches, and' among his clerical 
brethren, for dieological learning, for his conduct ar 
a pastor, and for eloquence and zeal as a preacher. 
In doctrine, he was evangelical and cathdic ; per- 
haps more like Dr. Watts, or Dr. Doddridge, of is- 
land, than any other minister in New Engla^. He 
was nbt ultra in his creed, either as regards Calvin- 
ism, or its opposite ; and some, therefore, consiitere^ 
him wanting in decision of character, and even as 
seeking popularity. But those who knew turn well, 
believra him to be sincere ; and one who was too 
judicious and too enlarged in his views, to be very 
exclusive, or to denounce others as infidels who did 
not think with him on all speculative points in 
theology. In 1792, Dr. Tappan was elected pro- 
fessor of divinity in Harvard College, and remained 
in that important station till hifr4eath, in 1803. As 
prdTessor, Dr. Tappan was very acceptable ; he was 
studious and well qualified, and anxious for the im- 
provement of those who attended on his instructionis ; 
and his character for piety, sincerity, humility and 
bmievolencei could not fail to {impart a favorable in- 
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flaence to the students. He became more liberal, in 
advanced life, towards those who differed somewhat 
from his views of revealed religion. And wherever 
he observed the Christian spirit, hnmble piety, a de- 
vout frame of mind, and an habitually holy life, he 
readily recognized a brother in Christ, the divine 
teacher and Saviour of men. 

THACHER, Rct. THOMAS came to Massachu- 
setts when he was a youth, and within a few years 
idfter the first settlement of the colony. He settled 
in the ministry in Weymouth, and continued in that 
station several years. He had studied medicine, 
and attended frequently to the practice among his 
people ; a thing not very uncommon at that period, 
as there were few places in which a good physician 
could be found. Mr. Thacher was installed over the 
church in Boston, in 1665 ; which is now called the 
Old South ; and which was formed at that time, by 
a large number of those who had been members of 
the first church ; but who were dissatisfied with the 
settlement of Mr. Davenp^t, from New Haven, over 
that church. After the separation, the newlyrformed 
church and society called Mr. Thacber, and he con- 
sented to leave Weymouth and settle in Boston. He 
published a discourse delivered on a Fast-day ; and 
a treatise on the small pox — which proved very 
mortal before the practice of innoculatioQ ; which did 
not prevail till 1721, nearly fifty years after the time 
of Mr. Thacher. 

THACHER, ELey. PETER a son of Rev. Thomas 
Thacher, was the pastor of the church and society 
in Milton. He had his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1671. Mr. Thatcher had 
the reputation of a good scholar ; and was sometime 
a Fellow of the college. In his pulpit performances, 
he is represented as eloquent and in]ypres$ive ; and 
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he ranked among the most able theologians of 
his time. Rev. Mr. Barnard, of Marblehead, spoke 
of him as one of the learned divines of the second 
generation, in New England, at about the close of 
the seventeenth > and beginning of the eighteenth 
century, flis discourse on the day of general elec- 
tion, in 1711, was published, and is creditable to 
him as a scholar and a writer. His wife was a 
daughter of Rev. John Oxenbridge, of Boston ; and 
his mother, a daughter of Rev. Ralph Patridge, of 
Duxbury. He died in 1727, at the age of seVenty- 
seven. 

THACHER, Rev. PETER of Middleborough, a 
son of the minister of Milton, received a degree in 
Harvard College, in 1706 ; and was ordained in 
1709. He died in 1744, at the age of fifty-six. He 
was a faithful and '' able minister of the new coven- 
ant ; " but was less known in literary circles, than 
several others of the family, who were clergymen. 

THACHER, Rev. PETER, a grandson of 
Thomas, before named, and a son of Ralph Thacher, 
(a brother of Peter, of Milton,) who was a preacher 
on Martha's Vineyard, but not of a collegiate educa- 
tion — was graduated in 1696, in Harvard College. 
He was first ordained in the ministry in Weymouth, 
where his grandfather has been settled. After fif- 
teen years, he removed to Boston, and took charge 
of a society in the north part of the town. He had 
many opposers ; and the disputes between- them and 
his friends, were very violent for some years. The 
services of his installation were interrupted by tu- 
mult and force. But he officiated as the pastor of ^ 
portion of the church and society, which seceded, 
till 1739, and near the time of his decease. He 
preached the discourse at a general election^ which 
was published. 

33* 



390 O. THACHER. — ^P- TBACHER. 

THACHER, OXENBRIDGE Esq. was a grand- 
son of Rev. Peter Thacher, of Milton, and son of 
Oxenbridge Thacher, sometime a respectable mer- 
chant of Boston, and also a citizen of Milton. He 
received his public education in Harvard College, 
with the class of 1738. Oxenbridge Thacher, last 
named, studied law, and was one of tKe most learn- 
ed, and most eminent lawyers of his time. He was a 
good general scholar ; and his company was courted 
by young men of literary taste. With all branches 
of knowledge, connected with his profession, he 
was well versed. He had studied the constitution 
and history of England, and the two charters of 
Massachusetts, and the nature of the government 
arising from these charters. He was, therefore, 
among the first to detect the encroachments of the 
British ministry on the rights of the people in the 
province, and to point out the danger to civil liberty; 
and of the arbitrary principles and measures of 
1763, and afterwards. He was an ardent patriot; 
but firm, temperate, and intelligept; no one more so. 
He published some political essays, in 1764 or '65, 
a short time before his death, shewing the great in- 
justice of certain measures, then recently adopted 
by the administration in England, towards the 
Colonies ; particularly, the stationing of troops in 
the province, in a time of peace. Mr. Thacher died 
in 1765, when one of the representatives for Boston,' 
in the General Court. He was highly esteemted for 
his private, as well as his public virtues. His piety 
was as conspicious as his patriotism. His death 
was deeply lamented as a great public loss. 

THACHER, Rtev. PETER D. D. was a son of 
Oxenbridge Thacher, Esq., last noticed. He re- 
ceived his public education in Harvard College, with 
the class of 1769, at d. very early age ; and soon 
after was ordained in the ministry, at Maiden • 
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when he was only twenty. He had very popular 
talents, and as a pulpit orator was acceptable to all 
classes of people. His, discourses were truly evan- 
gelical; but practical as well as doctrinal. Indeed 
he preached the gospel, without dwelling on specu- 
lative or dogmatical theology. His aim seemed lo 
be, to show the evil and misery of sin, and the 
moral beauty and fitness, and the happiness of true 
religion ; and he would persuade the young particu- 
larly, ** that the ways of wisdom are the ways of 
pleasantness, and that all her paths are peace.'' 
Soon after the death of Rev. Dr. Samuel Cooper, in 
1783, pastor of the Church and Society in Brattle 
square, Boston, Dr. Thatcher was invited to take 
the pastoral charge of that people : and was install- 
ed in 1784. He remained their minister till his 
dfeath, in 1802. He was an impressive speaker, and 
a kind, affectionate pastor; and, as a companion 
and friend, greatly endeared to many. The publi-.. 
cations of Dr. Thacher were numerous. In March, 
1776, he delivered an oration, before a large number 
of the citizens of Boston, who were then residing at 
Cambridge, Watertown, and vicinity; which was 
published. He preached often on public occasions ; 
and most of his discourses passed through the 
press. His funeral sermons were highly appropri- 
ate, and may be now read with satisfaction and 
profit. Dr. Thacher was an original, and eflSlcient * 
member of the Historical Society of Massachusetts ; 
a member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences ; and also a member, and several years the 
secretary of the Society for Propagating the Gospel 
among the Indians and others^ in North America, 
formed in 1787. 

THACHER, Rev. THOMAS a brother of the 
last named, received his education in Harvard Col- 
lege, and was graduated in 1775. He settled in a 



392 SAMUEL C. THACBIS. 

parish in Dedham, near Boston ; and continued the 
pastor of the Church and Society there till his death, 
in 1810. Mr. Thacher had superior talents, and 
much originality of intellectual character. He was 
deemed eccentric and singular in his deportment 
But to his friends, who knew the simplicity and 
purity of his views, his love of truth, and his fear- 
less independence, he was an object of great regard 
and esteem. His style was peculiar ; but perspicu- 
ous and significant. His thoughts were often novel 
and original, bat clothed in good language, though 
evidently not studied; Mr. Thacher delivered the 
lecture on the Dudley foundation ; which was pub- 
lished; and several other of his occasional dis- 
courses were also printed. 

THACHER, Rev. SAMUEL COOPER a son of 
Rev. ' Dr. Peter Thacher, had his public education 

^ in Harvard College, where he was graduated in 
1804. He then had the reputation of a good scholar. 
And after he left the university, his pursuits were 
exclusively literary ; and his character, .as a critical 
and beUes-lettres scholar, was not inferior to any 
of his contemporaries. As a writer^ his talents and 
his taste were of the first order. In 1811, he was 
ordained the pastor of the New South Church in 
Boston, as successor of the learned and eloquent 

'Dr. Kirkland. After a few years, the health of 
Mr. Thacher declined, and he visited England, in 
search of health. It was hoped, that a suspension 
of his stated studies and labors^ a sea voyage, and 
a change of climate, would efiect his restoration to 
wonted strength. But the result was far otherwise. 
He lingered a few months after his arrival, when he 
fell a victim to the insidious disease, which had 
been some time making advances on his constitution. 
The death of few young men has been so deeply 
lamented. He was a man of gieat promise. He 
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was constantly increasing his stock of useful knowl- 
edge. His acquirements as a biblical critic, as a 
theologian, and his thirst of higher attainments in 
mental philosophy, which must have been follpwed 
by valuable results to the cause of rational religion, 
made him an object of peculiar interest to the com- 
munity, to which he belonged*: and his premature 
death was contemplated as no common loss. 

THOMAS, Genbral JOHN was a native of Ply- 
mouth, and received as good a medical education as 
the country afforded one hundred years ago. He 
passed sometime in the war of 175&-1762 ; and had 
the commission of Colonel in a division of the pro- 
vincial troops under Major-General John Winslow of 
Plymouth colony. After the peace of 1763, he re- 
sumed the practice of physit. He had the reputa- 
tion of an active and judicious ofl5.cer ; equally reso- 
lute and prudent. When the dispute with England 
assumed a serious aspect, in 1770, he was found on 
the side of the colonies, in their claims of the right 
to legislate on the subject of taxes and other internal 
concerns, as had been done before that period; but 
which the British ministry now denied, by making 
laws to raise a revenue in the colony, and for all 
other purposes^ at their pleasure. Colonel Thomas 
was a delegate to the convention in the county of 
Plymouth, September 1774; of the Provincial Con- 
gress for Massachusetts, which met at Concord, in 
October of that year, and of that of February 1775. 
At the first Congress he was chosen a general officer ; 
and raised a regiment in April and May following, 
soon after the affair at Lexington and CoYicord. With 
others from the connty of Plymouth, and froijpi most 
other parts of the Province, he promptly repaired to 
Roxbury^ and there remained for several months, 
while General Ward was at Cambridge, which was 
considered the bead quarteris of the provincial army. 
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In May 1775, he was appointed LieateiiaQt-General; 
bat had that rank only a short time. For when 
General Washington arrived at Cambridge, July 3, 
1775, and took command of all the troops in that 
vicinity, they were considered as a continental army, 
and a new organization took place. Soon after 
Washington to& command at Cambridge, he called 
a council of war, to consider the expediency of aug- 
menting the army. He says, there were not more 
than nine thousand men fit for duty, though it had 
been said, there were fourteen thousand. This 
council consisted of Generals Ward, Lee, Putnam, 
Thomas, Heath, Green, imd Gates. They advised 
that it was important to have the army incref^ed to 
twenty thousand. Thomas was soon after appointed 
a Brigadier-General by the Continental Congress. 
He had the direction and command on Borehester 
Heights, March 1776 ; which obliged the British to 
abandon Boston. In April 1776, General Thomas 
was sent against Canada with several regiments ; and 
proceeded far beyond Mcmtreal ; but the men were 
sick, and many died ; which induced him to fall 
back. He also took the small pox, then prevailing, 
and fell its victim. He was esteemed as a prudent, 
and cautious commander ; and. was careful for the 
lives and health of his men. When at Roxbuiy, 
he ordered that particular attention be given to the 
comfort and health of the' troops. 

THOMAS, Hon. JOSHUA was bom in Plymouth, 
and his father was a respectable physicist in that 
town, descended from William Thomas, who came 
to Plymouth Colony in 1630, and settled in Marlsh- 
field, near his friend, Govern<Mr Winslow. Mr* 
Thomas- receive4 his public education in Harvard 
College, with the class of 1772. He early discovered 
his attachment to the interests of civil liberty, and 
the cause of the colonies, then oppressed by the 
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Brttish administration. He was an aid to General 
Thomas, in May 1776, an4 after — when he com- 
manded the troops assembled and encamped at Rox- 
burf . And when General Thomas marched against 
Canada, in 1776, Major Thomas accompanied him 
as one of his military family ; but on the death of 
the former, be returned to Plymouth, and engaged 
in the study of the law. In 1781, he was chosen a 
representative 4o the General Court, from his native 
town ; and in 1784, had a seat at the Senate Board. 
On the death of Hon. Joseph Gushing, of Hanover, 
he was appointed Judge of Probate for Plymouth 
County; and retained that office till his death, in 
January 1821, at the age of seventy. In all the 
offices and trusts he held. Judge Thomas was atten- 
tive and faithful. ^He was just and honorable in his 
practice as an attorney, and attentive, courteous and 
faithful as a Judge of Probate, when he had to ad- 
vise ancl to decide for the ignorant and the poor, for 
the widow and the orphan. Judge Thomas was a 
member of the Hartford Convention, December 1814 ; 
an honorable and patriotic assembly to ccmsult for 
the common welfare, in a constitutional way ; and 
to urge a spirit of peace on the national councils. 

TROWBRIDGE, Hon. EDMUND whose name 
was changed from Goffe, had his public educatibn 
in Harvard College, with the clasa of 1728. He 
studied law, and rose to eminence in the profession. 
He was reputed one of the ablest lawyers of his 
time. There were then very few well educated at- 
tomies in the province. He held the important office 
of the king's attorney for the province, for several 
years before 1767, when he was appointed a justice 
of tibie Superior Court of Judicature, and remained 
on the bench till 1774. At that time, Mr. Trow- 
btiige and William Gushing were the only two jus- 
tices of tlwt court who bad been of the legal pro- 
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fessioQ. Neith^ Oliver, chief jusiiee, oor Foster 
Hutchinson, then one of the justices, were educated 
or practising lawyers. In the trial of Capt. Preston 
and his men, for firing on the people in State street, 
Boston, on the evening of the 5th of March, 1770, 
when several w^e killed or mortally wounded, 
Trowbridge charged the jurors at length, and the 
other justices acquiesced in his statement and 
opinions. Preston ai^d all his men but two were ac^ 
quitted of the charge, which was for murder — two of 
the men were convicted of manslaughter. Many of 
the citizens thought the firing not necessary for self- 
defence, and therefore disapproved of the verdict 
But others considered the attack made on the guard 
and the soldiers, by snow^balls and pieces of ice, was 
a justification for firing. The inhabitants intended 
no injury, certainly not the death of the soldiers; 
and the latter provoked the attack made on them, 
by repeated previous assaults, for three days and 
evenings successively. Judge Trowbridge favored 
the cause of the parent government, but did not leave 
the province. He survived to the age of about ninety 
years. 

TRUMBULL, Hon. JONATHAN L L. D., was 
a native of Lebanon, Connecticut, and received his 
education in Harvard College, with the class of 1727. 
He studied theology sometime, and preached for a 
few years; but was not settled in the ministry. His 
fellow citizens elected him to office in the civil gov- 
ernment of that Province, when he was quite a young 
man : and he wa$ retained in the public service more 
than fifty years. Mr. Trumbull was first chosen 
Governor in 1769 ; and was annually elected to that 
place until he declined in 1784 He died the year 
following, at the advanced age of seventy-five. He 
was respectable for general learniiag, as well as for 
political knowledge. On critical occasions, he dis- 
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played good judgment and decision ; and yet was 
uncommonly popular during his whole administia- 
tration of the government. Few men were so well 
qualified to be the chief magistrate of a republic ; to 
be the ruler of an industrious, sober, and moral com- 
munity. He did not bear the sword of justice in 
vain ; nor did he exercise his authority except for the 
public welfare and p^ace. In 1775, Governor Trum- 
bull took a very decided stand with the Whigs of 
Massachusetts, and of the other colonies, in defence 
of the liberties of the country ; for he was fully sat- 
isfied, as he publicly declared, that further petitions 
and remonstrances would be in vain, and that the 
civil rights of the people could be preserved only by 
a resort to arms. Governor Trumbull had much of 
the principles and spirit of the fathers of New Eng- 
land. His daily conduct gave indications of sincere 
piety, and of a firm belief in the great doctrines of 
the christian revelation. He was a friend tp learning, 
and an example of all the moral and social virtues. 
Governor Hutchinson was in the same class with 
Gov. Trumbull : and for many years they acted in 
unison and concert as public men ; but in 1765, and 
afterwards, Mr. Hutchinson became an apologist 
for the arbitrary and oppressive measures of the 
British ministry ; was highly obnoxioiis to the good 
people of New England ; and was compelled to leave 
his native country' to ovoid the reproaches and indigr 
nation of an abused and injured people. And yet, 
as a private character, Mr. Hutchinson was much 
respected and esteemed. 

TRUMBULL, Hon, JONATHAN LL. D., a 
son of Gov. Trumbull, noticed in the preceding arti- 
cle, received his public education in Harvard College, 
with the class of 1759. Mr. Trumbull imbibed the 
political opinions of hia father ; and early engaged in 
the cause of civil liberty, and of the rights of the 
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colonies. Daring part of the war, he was a mexxiher 
of the military family of General Washington ; as 
was his younger brother John also, who still survives, 
at the age of eighty-seven, highly esteemed both for . 
his pubUc and private virtues. Mr. Trumbull was a 
Representative in Congress from Connecticut, in 1792 
and 1793 ; and in 1795 was chosen a member of the 
Senate of the United States. In 1797, be was elected 
Governor of his native State. He held the office by 
annual elections, until his death in 1809. In all 
these responsible stations, he conducted with great 
wisdom and propriety. His public spirit, and his 
regard for the true interests and welfare of the natioQi 
were undoubted. He always appeared superior to 
mere party views, and to seek the general prosperity. 
So far as it could be justly said, there were political 

£Tties in the country, as early as 1794, and 1798. 
r. Trumbull was of that party which gave its sup- 
port to the measures of Washington. The members 
of Congress from the New England States, at that 
period, with very few exceptions, were friends of the 
administration of tl^at rare patriot and prudent states- 
man. In his public character he Resembled his ven- 
erated parent ; prudent, judicious, faithful; and in 
private life, like him also, he was an example of all 
the social virtues. It is a great error to expect fidel- 
ity in a public man, if his private character is stained * 
with gross and hs^bitual immoralities. 

TUCKER, Rev. JOHN D. D. \ras a graduate 
of Harvard College, in 1741 ; and afterwards settled 
in the Christian ministry over the first parish in 
Newbury. He was early distinguished among his 
clerical brethren, for correct and able compositions ; 
and for his impressive manner as a pulpit orator. 
His discourses were well studied, and would bear 
critical examination on the score of argument -and 
method. In the dispute wt^ich prevailed among the 
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dergy, after Mr, Whitfield's visit to New Eftgland, 
about the middle bf the last century, Dr.> Tucker 
sometimes engaged ; and some of his writings on 
that occasion were allowed to indicate good talents^ 
though many were not convinced by them. The 
controversy was, in a great measure, between those 
who adopted the Calvinistic, and those who em- 
braced the Arminian system. But yet some who 
professed to be Calvinists, opposed Whitfield and 
his followers, chiefly for his enthusiasm and cen- 
soriousness. They were opposed, to his desire and 
practice to get up an excitement ; as they believed 
it would not permanently promote the cause of piety 
and righteousness. But most or his opposers were 
of the' Arminian school. Dr. Tucker belonged to 
the latter class of theologians. . But wh6n he ^hter* 
ed the lists as a disputant, he did not lose his tem- 
per, nor contend with bitterness, as some did at that 
period, on both sides of the question. Dr. Tucker 
was accused of heresy by some of his Church, and 
a council was called to consider the validity of the 
charge. The disaffected aimed to show, that he 
departed from certain points of Calvinism, but they 
did not convict him of denying or opposing any 
clear doctrine of the Scriptures. He therefore re- 
inaihed in his pastoral ofiice over the Church ; but 
some members left him, and joined another religious 
society in the vicinity. Most of the ministers of the 
Merrimac Association, in his time, 1750-1790, 
embracing Haverhill, Bradford, Salisbury, New- 
bury, and Newburyport, were in sentiment with Dr. 
Tucker. The publications of Dr. Tucker, were a 
sermon at the General Election, in 1770 — a dis- 
course at the Dudleyan lecture, four sermons on doc- 
trinal points in theology, and several ordination and 
fmieral discourses. He was highly esteemed by 
those who were his intimate acquaintance ; and in 
his family was an example of sobrietyi mildness, 
and all the parental virtues. 
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. TUGKERMAN, Ret. JOSEPH D. D. was a 
native of Boston, and ireceived his education in 
Hanratd College, where he was gradnated, in 1798. 
He studied theology, and was ordained over the 
Congregational Church and Society in that place, 
soon alter the decease of Rev. Dr. Payson.^ Mr. 
Tuckerman continued the pastor of that society, 
about twenty years, and discharged all his duties, 
as a religious teacher and guide, with fidelity, and 
in the exercise of a truly affectionate and Christian 
spirit But his health was declining, and by advice 
of friends he visited Europe. Soon after his re- 
turn, he removed into Boston, apd generously de- 
voted himself, as his feeble health would admit, to 
visit the poor, who attended no place of worship, as 
a spiritual instructor. He was thus employed for 
ten or twelve years ; and the good effected by his 
benevolent labors, in a moral and religious view, 
cannot be easily estimated. By his instructions and 
admonitions, in this way, the ignorant were in* 
structed in their religious duties, the thoughtless to 
consider the importance and value of a Christian 
spirit; the forsaken and degraded, to reflect on the 
dignity of virtue, and to turn their feet into its 
pkasant paths. A great change was soon produced 
in the habits of the poorer classes, by these kind 
efforts of Dr. Tuckerman. Their children were 
s^nt to school, or taught to read at home. For he 
furnished books to families which were not able to 
purchase them. But the health of Dr. Tuckerman 
declined; and he again visited Europe, where he 
died in 1840, at the age of sixty-two. 

TUDOR, WILLIAM Jr. Esq, was a son of Hon. 
William Tudor, a gentleman who filled several import- 
ant public offices, and was much esteemed for his lite* 
xary taste and acquirements. The father was grad« 
uated in Harvard College, with the class of 176ft — 
studied law with Mr. Adams, and was in the prac« 
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tic0 t^hen the war of 1776 Ijggan. He was a Lieut; 
6olonel in that war, for nearly three years, and 
solnetitne Jttdge Advocate. He returned to the prac- 
tice of the law in 1780; and was a member of the 
House and of the Senate of Massachusetts, and after- 
wards Secretary of the Commonwealth. He was 
also an original member of the Malssachusetts His^ 
toHcal Society* Mr. Tudor, the younger, was edu- 
cated in Harvard College, and had his first degree 
in '%. He was distinguished as a scholar while at 
tl^ university. He also chose the legal profession, 
and was some years in the practice of law in Boston. 
But he did not confine himself to the business of an 
attorney; he cultivated polite literature and belles 
hUres above most of the publicly educated men of 
his time. Far the greater portion of those devoted 
to legal pursuits, neglect other studies, and make far 
less advances as general scholars, than is commend-* 
able* Mr. Tudor was well acquainted not only 
with history, but with all the good treatises on 
ethics, and on poetry, and with the best English 
writers of the last century. He thus acquired a 
good style of writing ; and his progress in polite lit- 
erature was equal to that made by any individual 
scholar who wrote thirty years ago. He was several 
years a member of a literary club, when he often 
met such men as Dr. Kirkland, Rev. W. Emerson, 
and Rev. Mr. BucKminster, for his companions. 
The Literary Review, which is now called the North 
American, is chiefly indebted to his exertions for its 
origin, and for the ability with which it was early 
conducted. To give a good beginning to such a 
wo?k, requires exertion, information, and literary 
aeal. The* principal work of Mr. Tudor was the 
Life of James Otis, the celebrated patriot, scholar 
and orator, of that period of uncommon excitement, 
in 1760-70. The work discovers great dihgence 
and research, and a happy talent in delineating the 
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characters of some of the principal men of th^t 
memorable period, as well ims of Mr. Otis. Ab. 
Tudor was employed as a diplomatic character by 
President J. d. Adams, in 1825, to Sooth America. 
He had an appointment as Charge d'Afl^ires in 
South America, and. died at Rio de Janeiro, in 1830, 
at the age of fifty-one. Had he lived, he would 
probably have risen higher in the ranks of the diplo^ 
matic corps. 

TUFTS, Hon. COTTON M. D. A. A. S. was 
a native of Medford, and received his public educa- 
tion in Harvard College, with the class of 1749. 
He entered the medical profession, and was one of 
the most eminent physicians in the State. He 
was an original member of the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society, formed in 1781, and some time the 
president ; a proof that he was at the head of the 
profession. He also engaged in the public political 
concerns of the Commonwealth, on various' occa* 
sions. For several years he had a seat in the Sen- 
ate, and at the Council Board. He first took part in 
public affairs, in the year 1780, when he was elated 
a representative. He died in 1816 : aged eighty-five. 

TURNER, Rev. and Hon. CHARLES was a na- 
tive of Scituate, in the county of Plymouth, and re- 
ceived an education in Harvatd College, with the 
class of 1752. He studied theology, and was or-^ 
dained pastor of the church and society in Duxbury, 
in that county. He continued in the ministry there 
until 1775, when he requested and received a dis- 
mission, but with mutual good feelings ; and removed 
to a farm in Scituate. His mental powers were 
superior to those with which most men are endowed ; . 
and he was esteemed as an able divine, and useful, 
practical preacher; but he rejected the peculiar 
tenets of the Calvinistic creed. Several of htsocea- 
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SMHial sennons veto published — one delirered on the 
day of general election ; and one on the anniversary 
of the landing of the pilgrim fathers at Plymouth. 
Mr* Turner ranked among the njiost decided and 
zealous whigs of 1775 ; and was particularly inti^ 
mate with that distinguished patriot Samuel Adams. 
He was a republican and a puritan, and he consid* 
eredthat the courtiers and the prelates in Englamd 
had. conspired to deprive the people of Massachusetts 
l^th of their civil and rehgious liberty. He had a great 
dread of the power of the tory bishops, as well as of 
the tory dukes and earls. In 1776, Mr. Turner was 
chosen a member of the General Court, and several 
years had a seat in the Senate, as a member from 
Plymouth county. He removed into the county of 
Cumberland, in Maine, where he had a tract of land, 
and at^on, and died there, in 1796, at an advanced 
age. 

TYNG, Hon. JOHN was many years, after he 
reached the meridian of life, an inhabitant of Dun- 
stable, in the county of Middlesex. He received his 
public education in Harvard College, and took his 
first degree in 1725. He resided sometime in Bos- 
ton, and was in business there, as a merchant. He 
also had a seat in the General Court, as a representa- 
tive for that town, in 1748, and several years after. 
Mr. Tyng was of an ancient and respectable family. 
His ancestor, Edward Tyng, came to Massachusetts 
at An early period, though not with the first com- 
pany, and settled at Dunstable ; where he died in 
1680. He was often in public stations ; and so also 
was his son, and his grandson, the father of Judge 
Tyng. From the time of Edward, the family pos- 
sess^ the estate at Dunstable, now.Tyngsborough, 
for five generations, and till about 1800. Mr. Tyng 
was sometime chief justice of the Court of Common 
Pleas for the county of Middlesex ; even as late as 
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1785, when he was nearly eighty yeass of i^e. 
While some of the family, of another branch, fafvored 
the British cause in 1776, Judge Tyng supported 
the claims of the colonies to the civil rights which 
they so bravely asserted, at that memorable period. 
He was a delegate from Dunstable to the sev^al 
provincial Congresses, October 1774, February 1776, 
and May 1776— and appears to have been an active 
member, as he was on various important commit- 
tees, and often the chairman. He was in some re- 
spects an eccentric character ; but the important 
offices which he held, show that he had the esteem 
of the public, and had good judgment, intelligence 
and probity. He died in 1797, at the advanced age 
of ninety-three. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



VANE, SiE HENRY was in the colony of Mas- 
sachusetts about two years, from 1635 to 1637. He 
arrived in the year 1635, and returned to England 
in 1637. As he was a friend to the purita\is, and to 
republicans, and more still perhaps, as he was a 
nobleman, he was elected Governor for 1636, in the 
place of Winthrop, who did not decline, though not 
anxious for the office. Sir Henry was not deiftitute 
of ambition ; and he courted the public applause and 
admiration. In 1637, he was a candidate for Gov- 
ernor; but Winthrop was (elected. Vane was mor- 
tified, and manifested his chagrin, by a distant and 
cold demeanor towards Winthrop. He expected the 
popular favor, to the neglect of the former Governor. 
But there was too much good sense in the people, 
to prefer a young stranger, though bearing a noble 
title, to one who had been tried, and found worthy of 
their confidence, by his wisdom, prudence, and up- 
rightness. It is not very honorable to the memory 
of the young nobleman, that he consented to be a rival 
candidate to Winthrop, for the office of chief magis- 
trate — and there is some reason for the supposition, 
that he supported the party of enthusiasts and anti- 
nomians of that time, with a view to the gratification 
of his ambitious desire of being at the head of the 
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gOFeroment His friends may justly claim for him 
Uie praise of moral resolation and heroism, when he 
suffered in England under Charles II : but it will be 
difficult to find any good apology for him, in setting 
himself up in opposition to Governor Wintbrop in 
Massachusetts. 

VARNUM, Hon. JAMES MITCHELL was bom 
in Dracut, and State of Massachusetts ; he received 
his public education in the college of Rhode Island, 
and was graduated in that seminary, in 1769. He 
studied law, and began the practice in Rhode Island, 
and very soon became eminent in his profession. He 
had talents and learning ; and as a writer and 
speaker, few young men were equal to him. He en- 
tered the American army, as an officer, 80<hi after 
the war commenced ; the second year was promoted 
to the rank of Brigadier, and afterwards of Major 
General, in the continental service. Probably no 
one of his age had a higher character as a brave and 
intelligent officer. He was on Rhode Island in 1778, 
when Major-General Sullivan was sent there with a 
large army to drive the British troops from that 
Island — John Hancock, as Major-General of the 
militia from Massachusetts, Major-Generaf Lafayette, 
and Major-General Greene, were also in that expe^ 
diticm. On several occasions of alarm and danger, 
General Yarnum distinguished himself for valor and 
promptness. He resigned his military office in 1780 ; 
and in 1781-2, was a member of Congress from 
Rhode Island. In 1786, he accompanied those who 
made a settlement on the Ohio river, and gave it the 
name of Marietta. General Rufus Putnam, of Wor« 
Gester county, was one of the principal men of that 
company ; and several others, who had been officers 
in the Revolutionary army, were among them. In 
1787, General Yarnum was appointed by Gcngress 
a judge of the North West Territory, wilhia which 
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the settlemmt at Marietta was included. On the 
4th of July, 1788, the anniversary of American Inde- 
' pendence, he delivered an oration by the request of 
the citizens of that place, which was published. For 
pertinency and richness of sentiment, apt illustrations 
and glowing, harmonious language, perhaps it has 
not been surpassed by any oration on a similar occa- 
sion ; and, though the style is highly oratorical, it is 
not inflated or too^much labored for such composi- 
tion. Judge Varnum died in January, 1789. His 
death was a great loss, not only to his family, but 
to that part of the country, where men of intelligence, 
and public spirit would render ufispeakable service 
to the increasing, but rude and illiterate population. 
A few months before his death, he addressed a very 
interesting and aflfectionate letter to his wife, in 
Providence, which was published. It discovers the 
kind husband, the elevated philosopher, the learned 
sdiolar, and the devout, believing Christian. His 
sensibility, at first, seems to have almost over- 
whelmed him,, in the prospect of so early a separa- 
tion from his most affectionate friend, and of the 
blighting of all his bright hopes of prosperity in the 
world ; but religious faith gains the ascendancy, and 
he closes his letter with expressions of entire resigna^ 
tion to the will of his heavenly Father. 

VARNUM, Hon. JOSEPH B. was a brother of 
James M. Varnum, before noticed. He was quite a 
young man when the dispute with England com- 
menced, which led to American Independence. But 
be early took part with his fellow citizens in defence 
of civil liberty. He wsls an officer of the militia, in 
Middlesex county, when quite young — ^and was oc- 
. oasionally in the military service during the Revolu- 
tionary war. Mr. Varnum was several years a 
• member of the House, and of the Senate, in Massa- 
chusetts ; and some years speaker of the House of 
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Representatives. He was also a representaiive in 
Congress from Middlesex district, for twelve years 
from 1792 ; and speaker of that branch of the federal 
legislature. And a few years later, he had a seat in 
the . Senate of the United States, for six years, by 
the election of the General Court of Massachusetts. 
Again, in 1817 and '1&, he was chosen a member of 
the Senate in Massachusetts ; and for several years, 
was also Major-General of the militia for the county 
of Middlesex. General Varnum was a sincere re- 
publican, and zealous in his efforts to perpetuate the 
blessings of the free institutions of the Common- 
wealth to future generations. Few men in the State 
were longer in public life than he was. He died in 
1821, aged seventy-one. 

VASSALL, WILLIAM Esq., came to Massachu- 
setts Bay, with the large company, in 1630 ; and re- 
mained a short time in Charlestown, when he retum- 
-ed to England. He was one of the board of assist^ 
ants while he remained in the colony. It appears he 
devoted more time to trade and wealth, than to reli- 
gion* He did not agree with the puritans, and could 
therefore expect little influence or consideration 
among them. He came again to New England in 
1634 or 1635 ; and resided some time at Scituate in 
Plymouth Colony, where several of his children 
were married — one daughter to Adams, and one to 
White. He made voyages to the West Indies, 
about this time, and was fortunate in his adventures. 
The latter part of his life, he did not hve in Massa- 
chusetts^or Plymouth ; but partly in the West In- 
dies, and partly in England. Some of his descend- 
' jants were inhabitants of Boston and Cambridge, near 
the close of the last century. While at Scituate, Mr. 
Yassall had disputes with the Congregational minis- 
ter ; and was desirous of observing the forms of wor- 
ship, and the rites of religion, according to the estab- 
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lished usage of the Episcoi^l churches in England, 
He was an intelligent and enterprising character, and 
a useful member of civil society : but, on account of 
his religious opiuionsi was not popular either in Ply^ 
mouth or Massachusetts, 

, VAUGHAN, BENJAMIN L L. D., was a native 
of England, and came to the United States in 1796. 
He settled at Hallowell, on the Kennebec, Maine; 
and there resided till his death, in 1836. His parents 
had lived many years in America ; and his mother 
was a native of Massachusetts. And the children 
inherited a large tract of land near Kennebec river. 
Mr. Yaughan intended his residence here from the 
first to be permanent ; and at once cultivated his 
grounds, and attended to the duties of a citizen, but 
without engaging in party disputes, as many do when 
they arrive in the United States. He wisely kept 
aloof from all poUtical parties. He encouraged a 
taste for agriculture, and prepared a large nursery of 
fruit trees, which he distributed gratis in different 
parts of that new country, where they were much 
wanted. For twenty years past, the fruit in and 
neat Hallowell, and in the neighboring towns, has 
be0n abundant — owing in a great measure to the 
generous efforts of Mr. Yaughan. He and his family 
distributed a great number of books for children in 
that pstrt of the country ; and urged the forming of 
schools in all the new plantations. The benefits 
have been extensive, and hardly can be duly appre- 
ciated. Mr. Yaughan was a man of various and ex- 
tensive learning. He was a good classical scholar, 
and familiar with the best English and French 
writes. No man better understood the modern his-* 
tory of Europe ; or was a better judge of the value 
and correctness of new publications. He had also 
atudied astronomy, mathematics, and chemistry; but 
particularly the different theories e^Jant on ethics, 
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metaphysics, and moral philosophy. He corres- 
ponded with some of the most eminent scholars and 
writers in England, for many years after he came to 
America : with Sir James Mcintosh, Dr. Priestly, Sir 
Samuel Romilly, Joshua Reynolds, Rev. Mr. Bel* 
sham, &c. Mr. Yaughan was sometime a pupil of 
Dr. Priestly. He was a member of A. A. S. of A. 
P. S. and of R. S., Edinburgh, and of Parliament 
He died at the age of eighty-four. 

VINES, RICHARD was a resident in Maine, 
near the mouth of Saco river, at an early period. 
He went there as agent for Sir Ferdinand Gorges, 
in 1616, four years before the settlement of Ply- 
mouth. Gorges wels one of the principal members 
of the Plymouth Company, so called, in England^ 
from its first formation. It was formed for the pur- 
pose of colonizing North Virginia, or New England. 
Such a company was known in 1606 ; but was not 
incorporated till November, 1620. The company 
held its meetings at Plymouth, England ; and was 
therefore usually called the Plymouth Company, or 
the company at Plymouth, for settling New-Ekig- 
land or North Virginia. Gorges made various 
efforts for a settlement for the purposes of trade and 
fishery. After the attempt for a settlement at the 
mouth of the Kennebec river, in 1607, which proved 
unsuccessful. Gorges proposed to establish a compa- 
ny at the mouth of the Saco river; and placed 
Vines there as his principal agent, or overseer. The 
whole number was not large ; and it was not in fact 
a permanent settlement. For though Gorges did 
not formally abandon the place, nor resolve to give 
it up entirely, Vines and those with him, after one 
winter, left it for some years, and Gorges occupied it 
only a part of each year, as a stopping place for his 
fishing vessels. But in 1622, or '23, Vines was 
again sent there by Gorges, who bad a grant of 
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land of some extent there ; and from that period 
Gorges maintained a few men, with Vines as his 
agent Vines continued there from this time, sever- 
al years ; and was sometimes called the governor of 
the plantation. Mr. Vines had^the reputation of an 
active and enterprising man; and in his conduct 
generally gave satisfaction to the lord proprietor. 
At a later period, one of the heirs of the first Gorges 
visited Maine, and projected a plan for an extensive 
settlement, and a regular government, from Piscata- 
qua to Casco bay ; but little was effected, though he 
expended a large property in his efforts to establish a 
city and a palatinate. The history of Gorges' pro- 
ceedings, in his plan of erecting a separate govern- 
ment, compared with the puritans at Plymouth and 
Massachusetts, show the importance of adventurers 
attending personally to their interests, if it does not 
also prove the necessity of having a new colony 
inhabited by worthy and religious characters. 
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WADSWORTH, JOHN was a native of Dux- 
buiy, in the County of Plymouth ; and his mother, 
a great grand-daughter oif John Alden, who came in 
the May-flower, in 1620. Mr. Wadsworth received 
his public education in Harvard College, with the 
class of 1762; and was then considered a good 
scholar. He was engaged a few years in teaching 
youth; but at the sanie time was desirous of learn- 
mg himself. He had a taste for logical and meta- 
physical discussion, and gave much of his leisure to 
the study of treatises on those subjects. He had a 
discriminating mind ; and Vas, irfdeed, thought by 
some of his friends, to be uuprofitably critical in 
the distinctions he urged or proposed. He was 
chosen a tutor in the university, in 1770, and there 
had the reputation of an able logician. His fond- 
ness for metaphysical subjects still remained ; and 
his superior powers in this department were univer- 
sally acknowledged. He remained in this station 
till 1777, and a partj of that time, being the oldest 
tutor, was ex-officio a member of the corporation. 
He was the last but two of the tutors, who had a 
seat at that board. These were Stephen Hall and 
Caleb Gannett Mr. Wadsworth died in 1777, 
while in office in the university. ' He fell a victim 
to the small pox, which then prevailed in Cam- 
bridge ; and it is a remarkable fact, that he had 
long anticipated death by that disorder, and was 
therefore greatly alarmed, when his physician told 
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him be had taken it. He had declined innoculation 
through fear of the result. Mr. Wads worth was 
greatly lamented by the students. The older ones 
could appreciate his talents and learning ; and the 
younger regarded him with affection, for his mild 
and courteous deportment. His epitaph represents 
him^ a good scholar, and admired of all for his 
acuteness, and his easy manner of com/nunicating 
knowledge to his pupils. 

WADSWORTH, General PELEG was born in 
Duxbury, in the County of Plymouth, and a cousin 
of the aforenamed. He was graduated in Harvard 
College, in 1769 ; and afterwards had the charge of 
the public town school in Plymouth and Kingston. 
When the dispute with Great Britain assumed a 
serious and alarming character, he engaged decided- 
ly on the part of the oppressed provinces. He had 
a seat in the County Convention, at Plymouth, as 
(me of the delegates from Duxbury, in September 
1774 And in 1775, entered the military depart- 
ment of the province, formed for the common de- 
fence and welfare. Mr. Wadsworth was not in the 
regular Continental army ; but in 1775, he received 
a commission as captain of a company of ninety 
men in the States' service, and was appointed an 
engineer, by General Thomas, the same year, in 
forming the army lines in Roxbury and Dorchester. 
In 1776, he served an Aid to Gen. Ward in and near 
Boston. He afterwards received* the appointment 
of Adjutant* General, ' for Massachusetts. He had 
the command of the men (1775) who were called out 
in Maine, near Penobscot bay. The British had pos- 
Bession of Castine, in that bay, and the people in 
the vicinity, for fifty miles, were much exposed. 
The place of Wadsworth's residence, at one time, 
was Belfast ; it was made known to the enemy at 
Gastinei and they sent men who seized him in the 
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night, and carried hilft to Castine. But this was 
afler the expedition against the British at Castine, 
by Massachusetts, in 1779, in which General Wads* 
worth was appointed second in command. General 
-Lovell of Weymouth, was commander-in«chie£ 
The attack proved unsuccessful ; and the Amerioan 
troops retreated in much confusion, and with con-> 
siderable loss. General Wadsworth had the praise 
of good conduct for saving many of the men in the 
retreat. He was a representative in Congress from 
Cumberland county, in 1790, and had the election 
ibr six successive terms. He survived to the age of 
eighty-one years, and died in the county of O^dford, 
in 1830, where he owned a large tract of land. 

WALLEY, Hon. JOHN was a native of Barn- 
stable, and son of Rev. Mr. Walley, of that town. 
He entered public life at an early age; and was one of 
the board of assistants in Plymouth Colony in 1675. 
He was appointed one of the council of Sir Edmtlnd 
Andros, in 1686 ; but neither he nor his colleagues^ 
Hinckley, Bradford, or Lothrop, approved or aided 
Andros in bis arbitrary measures. When Plymouth 
was included in the Massachusetts Province, in 1691, 
he was also one of the four counsellors from the old 
colony. About this time he removed to Bristol, and 
resided there several years, when he removed to 
Boston, where he died in 1713, at the age of seventy. 
Mr. Walley was often in the military service of the 
Province. In 1690, be was second in command, 
with the title of General, under Sir William Pbips, 
in the expedition against Quebec. The preparations 
made for the purpose were not sufficiently formida* 
ble: and it was. late in the fall of the year wheA 
Phips arrived in the vicinity of Quebec. An attack 
was made on th^ French tbere^ but it j^roved nnsuc* 
cessful. The expense attending it was great to the 
province, by the authority of which the expedition 



was undertaken ; and paper money, for the first time, 
was issued by the General Court, to pay the troops 
and other demands. General Walley was an honor* 
able-man ; of great sobriety and prudence, and a very 
religious character. Some of his descendants now 
live in Boston. 

WALTER, Rev. NEHEMIAH was educated in 
Harvard College, and received his degree with the 
class of 1684. He settled in the ministry in 1686, 
as colleague to the venerable and apostolic Eliot, 
in' Roxbury. He lived to a. good old age; being 
the pastor of the church in that town more &an sixty 
years. He died in 1750, aged eighty-seven. He 
was happy with his people, and happy with his aged 
colleague. ' • He paid every tribute of respect to the 
aged seer ; and in return, received from him every 
tender affection.'' Mr. Walter had a high reputation 
as a scholar, among the learned men of his time ,* and 
he was esteemed as an '' excellent divine, and kn ad- 
mirable preacher, as well as for simplicity of manners 
and holiness of life ; as humble, prudent and cour-* 
teoQS.'' Young men, students in theology, were fond 
of his conversation, and sought his company — ^for 
he was communicative and instructive. Mr. Fox* 
coroft, several years pastor of the first church in Bos-- 
ton, before and with Dr. Chauncy, acknowledged 
himself under great obUgations to the venerable 
minister of.Roxbury, for giving him good advice and 
correct views on some theologicarpoints; and con- 
vincing him of the agreement of the congregational 
Ibtms and government with primitive times* His 
poblications are — Convention Sermon, in 1723 — ^the 
New Covenant, from Isaiah, 66 : 3— a series of disi- 
CMTSes : '^ Christ given by God, as a witness, a leader 
ataid commander (or ruler) of the people," published 
after his decease. 
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WALTER, Rbt. THOMAS a son of Rev. Ndie- 
miah, before named, received his public education in 
Harvard College, where he was graduated in the 
year 1713, and was sometime a colleague in the 
ministry with his father, at Roxbury — ^but died be- 
fore he passed the meridian of life, according to the 
common age of man. But if his years were com- 
paratively few, he so diligently Improved his time 
and talents, as to be among the first scholars of his 
generation. Dr. Chauncy gives him a rank with 
the most talented and learned men of the period in 
which he lived. He names Mr. Walter, with Rev. 
Peter Bulkley, of Connecticut, and Hon. Jeremiah 
Dummer, of Massachusetts, and says^^^' they were 
accounted the best scholars and the ablest men in 
New England." His acquirements were very un- 
coDunon ; he had quick perceptions, and a retentive 
memory ; and became possessed of extraordinary lit*- 
erary treasures. He had all the learning of CottCHi 
Mather, which was important — without his literary 
nugtB. He knew how to distinguish the wheat from 
the chaff. Had he lived to the common age of man, 
his friends supposed he would have been the most 
learned man in New England, from its first settle- 
ment. Several of Mr. Walter's discourses were pub- 
lished One was delivered when he was about 
twenty-four, at a special lecture, before a society in 
Boston for promoting regular and good singing at all 
times of religious worship. Another, entitled '^ th6 
scriptures the only rule of faith and practice," in 1723, 
when he was not thirty. The first discourse is ingen- 
ious and appropriate. The other, reflects great hon- 
or on his character as a learned and liberal theologian. 
It is elaborate in research, and able in argument* — 
riiewing the siifiiciency of the scriptures, that they 
ate the only standard and guide in religion; and 
that all human systems and theories are utterly in* 
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ftuffioient snd Tain. No discoiitse, delirered at that 
time^ 1723, nor afterwards, except by ChauDcy or 
Mayhe\r, has been preseryed, of so much power or 
learning, or abounding •with arguments so pertinent 
amd- satisfactory* He. rejects all creeds and i&noB 
not clearly founded in and agreeable to the sacred 
scriptures. ^^The commands of men/' he says, 
^ are to be r^eeted, simply^ and if no other objectidci 
to them, because they are of human nnposition; '^ a 
sentiment as catholic as that contained in thede- 
elaratkm of the celebrated John Rolnnson, the pastor 
of the Leyden church, and of die Plymouth pil- 
grims. 

WARD, Hon. ARTEMAS was a native of 
€lhrew8bury, in the county of Worcester, Massachu- 
setts, and his family was among the most respectable 
in the county. He received his public educaticm in 
fiarrard College, and graduated with the class of 
1748. He held a commission in the provincial army, 
in 1756-1768, when there was a war between Eng- 
land and France, in which a large body of troops 
-from Massachusetts were engaged. He had a seat 
in the House of Representatives for several years, 
before the war of 17/6 : and was chosen a member of 
the Council, but with some other whigs, received the 
HegatiTie of the Qovemor. His name appears on the 
Tecords of ihe province, as a member of several ini- 
portant coomiittees of the House of Representatives, 
in 1772, 1773, and 1774. When the militia of Mas- 
sachusetts assembled in great numbers at Cambridge, 
in April 1775, immediately after the affaijr at Lexing- 
ton and Concord, to defend the province from A&pt^ 
dations of the: British army in Boston, Mr. Ward 
was appointed to command them. He had been 
chosen in November 1774, with Preble and Pdmeroy, 
for that purpose, if a military force should be raised 
in def(mce of the rights of the peopje. In July of 
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that year, General Washington, by app(Hntment of 
the Continental Congress, took command of the troops 
assembled at Cambridge and vicinity ; there being 
many there collected irom the other colonies, who 
were resolved to make a common cause of the con* 
testcommenced against Massachusetts. He received 
, a conmiission from the Continental Congress at that 
time, as a Major*General ; and continued in the public 
service of the country most of the war. In 1776, 
however, he was one of the Supreme Executive 
Council ; an important station, as Uiere was no GoV'* 
emor in the province. General Ward had the repu<» 
tation of a brave and judicious officer. He had all 
the prudence stnd caution of General Washington. 
Some have supposed he should have sent troops from 
the camp in Cambridge to suf^ort the men on Bun- 
ker's Hill, on the 17th of June 1775. But he had 
reason to apprehend an attack on his quai^ters there 
from the British army in Boston. «Had such an at- 
tack been made, and proved suoeessful, by having 
sent away part of the troops there to Charlestown, 
the consequences would have been most disastrous — 
and probably, the country subdued and brought un- 
der the British yoke. General Ward continued in 
the army the greater portion of the war ; but was 
occasionally a member of the Supreme Executive 
Council of Massachusetts, when not in the military 
service. At a later period, 1785, General Ward was 
a member of Congress from Massachusetts ; and also 
represented his native town in the General Court, 
where he was Speaker of the House. He lived to 
an advanced age ; and died full of honors for his va- 
rious public services. His son, of the same name, 
has acted an honorable part in society ; and has been 
an eminent lawyer, member of both branches of the 
Legislature, and of the Supreme Executive Council, 
in Massachusetts, member of Congress, and Chief 
Justice, of the Court of Coomioiir Pleas for the Com- 
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Initmwealth. A christian by profession, and in his 
life and conversation. 

WARREN, Hon. JAMES was a citizen of Ply- 
mouth, that parent town of New England ; and a 
descendant from Richard Warren, one of the princi- 
pal characters among '^ the first comers." His 
father was sheriff of the, county ; and James Warren 
also sometime held the same office. He had a pub- 
lie education in Harvard College, and received his 
degree with the class of 1745. He had good talents, 
and as great a share of influence among his fellow 
citizens as almost any one in the county. When 
the dispute arose with Great Britain as to the civil 
rights of the colonies, and their exemption from tax- 
ation by the parliament in England, where the peo- 
ple in America were not represented, Mr. Warren 
took a decided stand on the part of the colonies. At 
the convention in Plymouth county, in September, 
1774,^he was chosen president; and was also a mem- 
ber of the provincial Congresses of Massachusetts, 
of October 1774, February 1775, and May 1775. 
He proved to be a very active and useful member of 
those patriotic assemblies ; and on the death of Gen- 
eral Joseph Warren, June 17, 1775, he was elected 
president. He was also speaker of the House of 
Representatives, in July 1775 ; and at several other 
times afterwards. In 1780, he was chosen Lieuten* 
ant Governor of Massachusetts, but declined the 
office ; and was little in public life after that period. 
He bad many qualities tor public stations, and dis- 
charged the duties of those he held with ability and 
promptness. His lady was a sister of the celebrated 
patriot James Otis, Jr., a woman of uncommon in- 
tellectual power, and a good writer. She published 
a history of the American war, in three volumes. 

WARREN, Hon. JOSEPH was a citizen of Rox- 



420 JOMOTH WAftBW. 

bur^, and his fitther a letpeetable farmer in thfti 
town. He was educated in HatTard College, and 
graduated there in the year 1759. He chose the 
profession of a physacian; and deroCed the early 

Eart of his life to the practice of the healing art. He 
ad the reputation of a skilful physaeian, as well m 
of a general scholar ; and a map of ardent^ aiMl gea<- 
erous feelings. When the dispute with Great Britain 
^ created a more than common interest, and it was ap* 
parent that the rights and liberties of the people 
could not be preserved without firm and resolute op* 
position to the measures adopted or proposed, with 
respect to the colonies, Dr. Warren engaged in the 
controversy with all his native ardor ; animated by 
the consideration <tf the momentous issae then pend- 
ing. He foresaw the approaching crisis with anx- 
iety, but without despondence. He soon resolved to 
stake property and life in his country's cause; and 
he was one of the most active aiid decided pflutriola 
of that memorable period. He delivered the oratioai 
before the citizens of Boston, in 1776, on the anfii^ 
versary of the Massacre of the 5th of March, 1770, 
when no one else had the courage to do it ; though 
he had pronounced one three years bef(nfe, on that 
occasion. Had the courage to do U — for there were 
seversel thousand British troops in Boston, to overawe 
the people, and to enforce olmoxious and oppressive 
laws, which had been passed by parliament, infring- 
ing on their most essential civil rights, and violating 
the express jHrovisions of their charter. But Warr^i 
pronounced the oration^ before a crowded audience, 
composed in part of British officers. And he a^sserted 
the danger and the tyrann]^ -of keeping a standing 
army in the city and province in the time of peaoe, 
so explicitly and so indignantly, that some of the 
officers were ready to immolate him on the spot; 
but the more prudent men prevented it. When the 
Bfitii^h tioops were preip^ing tQ^ka^e Bosleft, April 
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18th, for an expediti<m iato tbe Qoantxf to seize the 
milit&ry stores coUeetad at Concord, and to secure 
the persons of Samuel Adams and John Hancock, 
then/ at Lexington, to send them to England to be 
tried for tceason, he despatched Colonel Revere to 
give the alarm-*-and he was exposed in the high- 
way; on the 19th of that month, to the vengeance of 
the British soldiers, on their return to the metropolis. 
On the memorable I7th of June, of that year, he in- 
sisted upon visiting Charlestown heights^ although 
his public duty did not require him to be personally 
present, and his friends remonstrated against his 
thus exposing himself on that day. He had indeed 
beeu chosen a Major-General.a few days before, but 
had not received a commission ; he had no command 
given him to take part in that enterprise ; but was 
with the Committee of Safety, at Cambridge, there 
assembled for advice and consultation. The fatal 
result of that movement, most honorable as it was to 
his patriotic feelings, is known to every American, 
young as well as old ; and will not be forgotten 
while the^ love of liberty is cherished, or patriotism 
is duly appreciated/ by the citizens of the United 
States. Dr. Warren was one of the delegates to ihe 
Suffolk County Convention, first at D^ham, and 
then, by adjournment, at Milton, in September 
1774 — and chairman of the committee, by which the 
firm and able resolves were prepared and forwarded 
to the continental Congress, then sitting at PhilaCdel- 
phia. He was president of the third provincial Con- 

Jress of Massachusetts, which met at Watertown, in 
lay 1776 — and also chairman of the executive com* 
mittee of safety, after Mr. Hancock joined the coo^ 
tinental Congress, in May 1778. 

WARREN, JOHN M. D., A. A. a, a native of 
Roxbury, and lurotber of Gen* Joseph Warren who 
vrm slain w Bunker's HiU| 17th hxu» 1776| received 
36 
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his public edacation in Harvard College, with the 
dass of 1771. He attended the study of medicine 
under the direction of his brother, who was also an 
eminent physician ; and about ten years older than 
John. If he had not all the zeal and enthusiasm 
which his brother displayed, he was a true friend to 
the cause of civil liberty, and was decided, firm, and 
active. He was appointed Hospital Surgeon in 1776 ; 
and continued in that station several years ; when 
he engaged in the practice of medicine in Boston. 
The other surgeons belonging to Massachusetts, were 
Hay ward, Townsend, Eustis, Adams, Hart, &c. Dr. 
Warren was an original member of the Medical 
Society, and some time President : and when a med- 
ical and anatomical department was established at 
Cambridge, connected with the University, he was 
chosen Professor of Anatomy and Surgery. He was 
a popular lecturer ; and as a practising physician 
very few have been more acceptable than he was. As 
a surgeon, he excelled all others in the Sta'te. He 
was a worthy and useful member of several societies 
for literary and benevolent purposes. He was a ra- 
tional, liberal, and exemplary christian, and many 
years a member of the church in Brattle square, 
Boston. He died in 1815, at the age of sixty-two. 

WBARE, Hon. MESHECH was a native of 
Hampton, in the State of New Hampshire, and re- 
ceived his public education in Harvard College, with 
the class t>f 1735. He was a Justice of the Superior 
Court, and Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
before the Revolution, and one of the principal public 
characters in that province when the war began. 
He took part with the wbigs of that period ; and, 
when petitions and remonstrances^ for several years, 
proved ineffectual, .he was willing to resort to aims, 
as that extreme measure, or slavery, was the only 
alternative. He wtis chief magisltate of that State 
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ftQjfa 1776 to 1784, when he tetired from all public 
service, onaccouat of the infirmities of age, and died 
in the year 1785, aged seventy-three. Mr. ' Weare 
w-as also sometime Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court in New Hampshire. He possessed respectable 
talents, and was classed among the Uterati of New 
England. He was early a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

WENDELL, Hon. OLIVER received his educa- 
tion in Harvard College, where he was graduated io 
1753. He was many years a merchant in Boston, 
highly respected for his correct and honorable con- 
duct He enjoyed the confidence of his fellow citi- 
zens in an equal degree with the most eminent char«* 
acters in that town. In the great question of a 
struggle for liberty, or submission to arbitrary power, 
in 1770-'75, Mr. Wendell was of the number who 
resolved to make every effort to preserve their civil 
rights. He attended the second and third Provincial 
Congresses of Massachusetts, held in February 1776, 
and in May following. For several years after this 
period, he had a seat in the House of Representatives 
and in the Senate ; and was sometime Judge of Pro* 
bate for the county of Suffolk. He belonged to 
several societies for religious and charitable objects, 
and was President of the oldest Missionary Society 
in the State. He always promoted the iqterests and 
prosperity of Harvard College, and was one of the 
corporation twenty-four years. He arrived at a good 
old age, honored and esteemed by all who knew his 
worth. 

WENTWORTH, Hon. JOHN who was several 
years Governor of the province of New Hampshiie, 
was educated in Harvard College, and received his 
first degree in 1755. He had a high character as a 
literary man. The degree of L L. D was conferred 
on him^by Dartmouth College, and by the universities 
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of Oxford and Aberdeen. Mr. Wentw^ith vm» €rov- 
emor of New Hampshire from 17^ to 17f6 ; aiid 
afterward of the proTince of Nora Scotia. In the 
creat political dispute with England; which "befA 
m 1765, he supported the claims and the caase of 
the parent administration ; and in 1776, he left New 
Hampshire and went to Halifax, in Nova 9c«da. 
He was of the moderate party in politics, and acted 
in opposition to the whigs, only in so far as his 
official station required. He was desirous of the 
continued union of the colonies with^;he parent gov- 
ernment. Governor Wentworth was a nephew of 
Benning Wentworth, who was the chief magiB^at® 
of New Hampshire from 1741 to 1767. 

WENTWORTH, Horf. JOHN was a native of 

SomerswoTth, in New Hampshire, and received his 

public education in Harvard College, with the class 

of 1768. He was a son of Hon. John Wentworth, 

of the same place; wtio was frequently in pnUic 

office, and some time'i^J^dge of Probate and a Jufr- 

tice of the Superior CourtTfor th^pSWi^ ^^ ^^^ 

Hampshire, and who died in 1781 JolS.^^^^' 

vorth, Jr. was a «rm and active natriott *?® 

memorable period of 1774, 1776 &c li J7?^^' 

TJ!a^ of thecommittee of safety for 'that provilE^' 

In iSS^'L w/ "^^"^b^^of the House of A^iS& 

IZ ;ZIf '«. 7^* appointed one of the three SatS^ 

by that State, to attend the continental Oon^SIf: 

but he was a member of that body only two o/ffi 

l^ars. He was, however, in public offi J in N^ 

Iftimpshire some time after that period R„?l 

died when only forty-one years of aS Tirs?" R^ 

7in^£r'' ^yrtr^'^ and ilsiid af DovS' 
«hn Sulhyan and John Wentworth, Jr. weJ^^Vl 

only attomies in that vicinity, m 1773. ^*^® 

WEST, HoK. BENJAMIN son ^{Rev-Th^.^J 

West of Rochester, Massachusetts, U^iTeffi;^;^ 
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in Harvard College, and %cmk' his degree in 17^. 
He engaged in the profi^on of law, and settled at 
4yfaarIestown, in the Slate of New Hampshire. He 
faad extensive practice, and was reputed an able 
lawyer. He was a representative from New Hamp- 
shire in Congress, after the adoption of the federal 
constitution of 1788. He received the suffrages of 
his fellow citizens for that staticm, for several terms. 
He approved of the measures of President Washing- 
ton ; and often gave efficient aid to secure the adopticm 
of those measures. He has always been ranked with 
the most able legal characters in the State of New 
H«npshire ; with Smith, Maeon, and Sullivan^ 

WEST, BENJAMIN LL. D., a native of Reho- 
both, Massachusetts, was distinguished as a mathe* 
matician, and received an honorary degree in Har« 
vard, Brown, and Dartmouth Colleges. He gave 
his attention particularly to the study of astronomy ; 
and few in the country, fifty years ago, had so much 
knowledge on the subject as Mr. West. He was^ 
professor of astronomy, mathematics, and natural 
philosophy, in Brown University, during twelve 
years : and next to professor Winthrop of Harvard 
University, and Dr. Rittenhouse of Philadelphia, 
Mr. West was generally estimated as one of the most 
eminent natural philosophers in the United States : 
and in early life, he had fewer advantages than they, 
firom the instructions of learned men. He was chosen 
prc^ssor in Brown College, in 1786, and held that 
place till near the ck>se of life. He died in 1813, at 
the age of eighty*three. 

WEST, Rev, SAMUEL D. D., was a native of 
• YarmcHith, in the county of Barnstable,' Massachu* 
setts, and received his public education in Harvard 
'College, with the class of 1754. He made greater 
Iprogress in his studies, when an undergraduate, than 
36* 
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mo6t jaang men do tei the wuversity. His Iniwi 
vas aaiund when he enlwed coUego, for be was 
then twenty^one 3rear8 of age: and be early dMH>7* 
ered a great thirat for learning. He also had a 
good measure of independenee in his inquiriee. He 
was an original thinker ; and chose to understand 
any subject to vhicb his inquiries were directed, ao 
as to be able to explain and defend the views he 
entertained. He chose the profession of a . cbristinn 
minister; but was not content to pursue the otd 
tract precisely without personal inquiry and <Hmvio« 
tion : and yet ho waa not an innovator ; he did not 
depart from the opinions of antiquity without good 
reason. He read the bible diligently, and compared 
different portions of it, for the right understanding of 
a difficult passage* He also made use, as helps, of 
the writings of the christian fathers, and oi other 
learned theologians, who wrote after the reformation 
by Luther. His library was not very large, but wetil 
diosen. Besides Patrick, Lowth, and Whitby, be 
had Le Clerc, Beasobre and L'Enfant, Poole's Slynop^ 
sis, Walton's Polyglott, (borrowed probably,) tba 
works of Calvin, Limborch, Grotius, Dupin, and 
of many English divines of a later date : also of the 
Catholic, Bellarmine, of Hobbes, &cv With all 
these he was well acquainted, and knew both their 
peculiar excellencies and errors. And thus he waa 
well furnished with things new and old in the theo- 
logieal department. He embraced the theory (d 
human freedom, in opposition to that of necessity, 
whether of the philosophical schooi of Hobbs and 
Hume, or of Calvin or Edwards. He publidi^ es*^ 
says in favor of the doctrine of a self-determining 
power ia man, in which ho agreed with the learned 
Dr. Samuel Clark, and others of his sohool--*ooiileiid* 
ing that a msin had iiatrinsic pewer to choose, or > to 
QX^cise his will-^that vobtion was not an ^^bcf; 
but was stirictly the mind aoling^^that motiise waa 
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ifldeed an occasion for acting— ^but still the mind 
wat free to act or choose — md often did Choose 
ftgainat reason or conviction of the right and the 
DBost proper. He also contended, that the pre-seience 
oi God did not cause or so control the mental acts, 
as that the latter were the necessary effects of the 
former: Foreknowledge in the Deity having no 
inore causality ^ or influence on men's actions, than our 
ptifsent knowledge has. For to speak of the fore- 
knawhdge of God is only in accommodation to human 
weakness or imperfection. It is none other than 
present knowledge — ^as he knows all things from 
eternity — and therefore, while it implies certainty, 
it is iDOt the catfse of what is known. And if God 
only knows things because he has foreordained 
them, then he is the author of his own infinite know*- 
ledge, or has created one of his eternal essential 
attributes. Dr. West wrote on the subject of human 
freedom, in strictures on Dr. Edwards, Dr. Stephen 
West, and of Dr. Hopkins — ^and some of his essays 
were publi^ed. Dr. West "was a man of various 
and extensive learning, and an original member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He 
possessed very kind and benevolent feelings, and 
deeply sympathised with the bereaved and afflicted. 
He took a decided part, so far as was proper in a 
clergyman, and as did most of his clerical brethren 
in New England, in^vor of civil, liberty; in the me- 
morable period of 1776. For it was believed there 
was a close connection between the civil and religious 
Kberties of the country. The high church party in 
Ekigland, which was always seeking to control the 
leUgions concerns in the colonies, supported the 
claims of the crown and its agents, to aribitrary and 
sopmBe power in a political view. The publications 
of Dr. West, were essays on human Ireeoora, election 
sermons, discourse on the anniversary of the landing 
o£ the pnrttan fathers at Piynaooth; at the Dudleyan 
Lecture, and on several opdination occasions* He 
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died in 1807, at the age <rf serenty-seven ; aixd for 
some time before his deeeate was in rery infinn 
health, so as not to speak in public. Dr. West was 
settled in the christian ministry in the town of Dart* 
nxmth, now Fair Hayen, and New Bedford; and 
remained in that station till near the close of life, 
when his infirmities prerjented his labors among them. 

WEST, Rbt. Db. STEPHEN was many years 
the pastor of the Congregational church and society 
in Stockbridge, State of Massachusetts. He receiyed 
his education in Yale College; and was always 
esteemed as a good scholar and able theolc^an. 
He embraced the CalTinistic system of divinity; and 
advocated its peculiar tenets with ability and zeal. 
He was an able disputant and an acute logician. 
But those who did not fully think with him on these 
pointS) considered his writings more plausible than 
solid; while others were satisfied with them, as 
powerful and convincing. He did not however adopt 
the Calvinistic doetrine of the imputation of the evil 
of a single act of disobedience of Adam to' all his 
posterity, so as to render them obnoxious to eternal 
misery for that act — ^but supposed that the disobedi- 
ent act of Adam caused a total moral corruption of 
his posterity, so that every one coming into being, 
and acting ever so little for itself, even in infancy, 
deserved eternal pimishment for its own sins — that 
thejeffect of Adam's sin was not strictly everlasting 
misery to each and erery one of his descendeuts ; but 
was the cause of a total moral corruption, so that 
their every act was necessarily sinful, and exposed 
them, however young, to such a fatality. Dr. West 
lived to an advanced age, and was esteemed for his 
piety and moral goodness, as well for his learning 
and bis intelleetoal powers. 

WHEBLOCK, Hon. JOHN L L. D. vas a Da- 
tive of I.id>anoD, in tiie State of Conaecttcut ; and 
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a son of Reir. Eleiixer Wbeelook, long a teacher of 
the Indians, wad the founder of Dartmouth College, 
in New Hampshire. Mr. Wheelock was sometime 
at Yale College, but received his degree from Dart- 
mouth College, in the year 1771, with the first class 
which was there graduated He was a scholar and 
a |»itiiot. At the age of twenty, he was one of the 
delegates to the Provincial Congress, of New Hamp* 
shire, at Exeter, in 1774 ; and in 1777, had a com- 
mission as Major under General Stark, who led a 
body of men against the British, under Geneial 
Bnrgoyne, then advancing on the United States 
from Canada. On the death of his father, in 1779, 
Mr. Wheelock was elected president of Dartmouth 
College ; and in 1782, visited Europe, partly for the 
porpose of obtaining donations for the college, and 
for personal improvement in modem literature* Dr. 
Wheelock died in 1817, at the age of sixty-six. 
He had the reputation of a good scholar ; and he 
discovered his sense of the value of human learn- 
ing, by his great eflbrts to increase the means of 
knowledge and science in the college, over which he 
presided : and which was situated in a newly settled 
part of the country, where a literary seminary was 
greatly needed. 

WHITCOMB, Colonel ASA was a citizen of 
Lancaster, in the county of Worcester ; of a large 
e^ate, and excellent character. He was many 
years a deacon of the Churdi. He early engaged 
in the memorable contest for civil rights and liberty, 
against the usurpations of the British administra^ 
tion, of 1766. Mr. Whitcomb was the representa- 
tive from Lancaster, in 1760-1767 ; and in the dis* 
pntes with Gov. Hutchinson, always voted and diet- 
ed with Adams, Otis, and other wbigs of the Gener- 
al Court, at that time, He was a member of the 
Gonnty Convention in Woroester, August 1774, to 
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coDBvlt on raeMOfes for defence and safety in that 
alarming period ; and of the PioTincial Googf esseSi 
of October 1774^ and of February 1775. In May 
1776y he raised a regiment and received a commi»* 
sion as ColoneL With Colonel B. Lincoln, he was 
soon after chosen Muster-master of the Massachu- 
setts troops, and in 1776, he commanded a regiment, 
ordered to Crown Point, and Ticondefoga. In all 
these stations, he conducted with equal prudence 
and efficiency. He was wholly devoted, to the 
cause of liberty ; and to keep up the credit of paper 
money, issued to support the expenses of the war, 
he risked everything, and lost almost all his proper- 
ty. He lived to a good old age, but died in poverty ; 
though his latter days were made comfortable bjr 
the kindness of his relatives. Such, alas, is often 
the lot of the disinterested and the patriotic \ John 
Whitcomb of Lancaster, was a Colonel and a Gen- 
eral, in 1775, chosen by the Provincial Congress. 
He was appointed a Major-General, June thirteenth, 
and Joseph Warren, on the fourteenth. He had 
been elected Brigadier General, in February pre- 
ceding. He had the entire confidence of the nriends 
of liberty. 

WHITNEY, Rev. PETER a son of Rev. A. 
Whitney, of Petersham, bad his public education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1763 ; and was 
ordained over the Ccmgregational church and so- 
ciety, in Northborough, county of Worcester, in 
1767. He was the minister in that place forty-nine 
years, and died in 1816, at the age of seventy-two. 
Mr. Whitney was of pleasant and courteous man- 
ners, methodical in his plans and labors, prudent in 
temporal a&irs, of studious habits, of catholic sen- 
timents, and faitbftil as a Christian minister. He 
was always ready to as^st in plans of public im- 
provement, and frequently the first to propose such 
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as appeared favorable to the support and progress of 
education. He wrote a good description of the 
County of Worcester, which was published; and 
several of his sermons delivered on public occasions, 
were also issued from the press. A son, and a 
grandson, have been ordained ministers of the 
gospel. 

WIGGLESWORTH, Rev. EDWARD D. D. 

received his education in Harvard College, and had 
bis first degree in 1710. He was chosen professor 
of sacred theology in the institution, in the year 
1721; and was the first professor on the HoUis 
foundation. Before that time, the tutors and the 
president, gave the students instructions in religion. 
Mr. Wigglesworth was well fitted for his station, 
and was one of the most learned theologians of that 
period. He had impartially studied ecclesiastical 
history, and well understood the controversies exist- 
ing among different sects of Christians. When Mr. 
Whitfield first visited Massachusetts, in 1743, he 
was censorious and exclusive; Mr. Wigglesworth 
opposed him, detected his erroneous statements, and 
reprimanded him for his assuming manners, and 
denunciatory spirit. On the second visit of Mr. 
Whitfield, he was more candid and moderate ; and 
Dr. Wigglesworth, president Holyoke, and other 
officers of the college received him with respect and 
kindness. He occupied the professor's chair forty- 
five years ; and rendered great service to the college, 
by his learning, exemplary conduct, and good judg- 
ment. His ioiluence in the government was often 
known to be highly salutary. His publications 
were numerous and well received, both by the re- 
ligious and literary community. Edward Wiggles- 
worth, D. D., soa of the former, succeeded his 
fiither, as professor of divinity in Harvard College, 
in 1765, and contiomed iwenty^siz yeanr. He had 
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been aometime a tutor in the college. He was a 
learned theologian, and of a very catholic spirit. 
His public lectures were not without interest, as to 
the matter ; but he had a poor elocution, and was 
an invalid a great portion of the time he was pro- 
fessor. In his private lectures, he was very instruct- 
ive, and it was only the indolent and careless 
who could attend them without profit. His dis- 
courses at the Dudleyan lecture on tradition, was 
an able performance ; and that on the death of Dr. 
Y^inthrop, in 1779, professor in the University, was 
highly appropriate and learned. It was on the doc* 
trine of inunortality, as fully revealed and confirm- 
ed by the Christian revelation. He was succeeded 
by Rev. Dr. Tappan, in 1792. 

WILLARD, Ret. JOSEPH D. D. L L. D. was 
a son of Rev. Mr. Willard of Scarborough, Maine, 
and received his public education in Harvard Col- 
lege, with the class of 1765. He had the reputatiim 
of a hard student and good scholar, when he finish- 
ed his regular course there. The year after he 
received his first degree, he was i^pointed a tutor 
in the college ; and continued in that staiioii nearly 
four years. He then took the pastoral care of the 
first Church and Societjr in Beverly. In 1781, he 
was elected president of Harvard College. He died 
in 1804, while he was in that office, at the age of 
sixty-two. Dr. Willard was esteemed both fo^ his 
piety and learning. He gave evidence of the eontrot- 
ing power of religion in all the relations of life. 
He was attentive, and faithful to all his duties ; omi 
was anxious for the improvement of such as d^ 
pended on him fat instruction and advice. His 
manners were naturally S4(H&ewhat austforOy but be 
was also courteous ; and all who best knew hkm^ 
readily awarded him the pmise crif a benevolent 
heart, and a dispoaition to- please^ As bmd .<^ the 
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c<3i)foge, he condaoted with fideRfy and impartiality, 
and omitted no labor for the welfare and prosperity 
of the in^itution. Whien he had any leisure hours 
from necesBary duties of his place, he gave them to 
the studies of important branches of science. He 
was a correct Greek scholar, and in mathematics 
few were his superior. He will long be remember- 
ed, by those who knew him as principal of the uni- 
versity, with great esteem and respect. 

WILLIAMJS, Rfev. ELI3HA a son of Rev. W. 
Williams, of Hatfield, was educated in Harvard 
College, and received his first degree in 1711. He 
belonged to a family numerous and respectable in 
New England, more than a century ago. He 
ttodied tteoldgy, and was ordained over a Church 
and Society in the town of Wethersfield, in the col- 
ony of Connecticut. In 1726, he was chosen the 
rector or principal of Yale College. Mr. Williams 
eo&tinuied at the head of the college till 1739. He 
had the reputation of an able divine, and of a good 
classical •scholar. In his time, Yale College was 
much inferior, both as to its funds and instructors, 
to its present state. For lit^ary advantages, it is 
now second to no college in the United States. Mr. 
Williams waa the third rector in that seminary. 
He resigned the office on account of his feeble 
health ; and afterwards hefld the office of Justice of 
Peace. He was a chaplain in the expedition fo 
Oap0 Breton, iti 1745. A few years later Mr. W^H- 
liains irtfl4ted England; 'where he became acquaint^ 
ed with Dr. Doddridge, and other learned divines. 
Tbey spike highly of Mr. Williams as " a learned, 
fAOUt^ and candid man.'* He returned to Connecti- 
«ot, aad iMi at Wethersfield in 1750, aged sixty 
years. 

- WILSON,' ReTj JCMIN accompanied Gorernor 

37 
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Winthrop and others, who arrived at Chaitoitown^ 
June 1630. He was eoon after cboa^i pastor of the 
Church there formed, and became the first minister 
of the first Church, in Boston, when the majority of 
those who landed at Cbarlestown removed to Bos<* 
ton, which was in October of the same year. When 
he came to this country, he was about forty. He 
died in 1667, at the age of seventy-seven. .He had 
been a preacher in the Church of England, and wa« 
favored with a university education. In the latter 
part of the reign of king James, and the early times 
of Charles I, he suffered much from persecution, as 
did many other learned apd pious ministers. They 
were harrassed and censured, and forbidden to 
preach or to administer the Christian ordinances, by 
the bishops, unless they would conform to aU the 
rites of the Church, and be subservient to the arbi- 
trary orders of the hierarchy. In that period oi 
spiritual domination, Mr. Wilson was subject to ill 
treatment of various kinds, because of his honesty 
in adhering to the directions of the word of God. 
He was a sincere protestant, and a decided puritan, 
and therefore opposed to many of the rites and 
forms of Episcopacy ; but h^ was of a very mild 
and humble spirit. He bad great faith in the 
efiicacy of sincere and fervent piety, and his friends 
related many instances, in which they supposed his 
prayers were specially answered. Some of these 
are remarkable, without imitating the credulity of 
Cotton Mather. No doubt his pioiis prayers ivere of 
great benefit to his own spiritual character, -but 
many, perhaps, will doubt their further effioaoy^ 
Mr. Wilson was truly a son of consolation, and 
united in a remarkable manner, mildness with deir 
cision of character. He was. mild towards tbo 
erroneous, if ignorant, and ready to be instructed; 
but somewhat severe in rebuking the conceited, the 
apiritually proud, ai»d ttiqpn -wh^ te^fited of tfieir 
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faHh, 'While their lives were immoral and licentious. 
By the latter he was called a, legal preacher; bat 
he faithfully taught the doctrines of the New Testa- 
knent, " which are according to godliness." There 
wais always a sincere friendship between him and 
Governor Winthrop, and they both opposed the 
fanatical Antinomians of their time. Mr. Wilson 
was kind to the native Indians, and sometimes 
ftsi^isted Mr. Eliot of Roxbury, in teaching them the 
doctrines and duties of the gospel. During a P&rt 
of his long ministry, he had for colleagues Rer. 
John Cotton, and Rev. John Norton, who were 
learned scholars and popular preachers. ^Mr. Wil-* 
eon was a rational, argumentative preacher, and his 
success as a minister was more owing to his plainly 
and forcibly stating the great doctrines and precepts 
of Christianity, than by any studied efforts to be 
eloquent, or to excite the passions of hisi' hearercT. 
The Church formed at Oharlestown, in August 
1630, of which Mr. Wilson was the first minister, 
was the fourth or fifth, in order of time, in New 
England. The Church at Plymouth was the first ; 
4hat at Salem, the second ; that at Dorchester, the 
third; and the Charlestown and Watertown, the 
fourth and fifth, as they existed about the same 
time. A majority of the first Church formed in 
-Charlestown, removed to Boston in all October ; and 
there Mr. Wilson publicly officiated on the Lord's 
day. In 1632, a separate and distinct Church was 
formed in Charlestown^ and had Mr. James as pas- 
tor. A Church in Roxbury in the meantime was 
fermed, and after Charlestown, Lynn. In 1720, 
there were seven Congregational Churches in Bos- 
ton — one Baptist, and one Episcopalian — the seven 
Churches had twelve pastors or teachers ; who were 
fiappotted by voluntary contributions. 

WINSLOW, Hon. EDWARD made one of that 
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TOflolute band of pmitans who braved tbp dimgeni 
and privations of tlie first colony on the shores of 
New Eogland; '^ who settled on bare creation :" far 
from civilized man, and exposed to the cruelties of a 
savage race. But they trusted in Providencei ana 
therefore could endure much \ they had the faith of 
christians, and therefore hoped for much. They pror 
ferred a good conscience to tl^e smiles or rewaros oi 
the powerful. They had a generous regard for their 
children, and therefore were '^ willing to be stepping 
stones to those who should come after them." They 
believed '4t tbeir duty to obey God rather than manV ' 
and therefore resisted the claims of fallible xnen, both 
princes and prelates, to demand obedience to rites 
and forms not prescribed by their divine teacher, 
£dward Winslow was one of the five leaders of the 
company which settled at'Plymouth, in 1620. Car- 
ver, Bradford, Brewster, and Standish, were the 
otheis. To which some may think it proper to add 
Allerton, Alden, f^uller, Hopkins, Howland, and 
Warren. Winslow united himself to the society or 
company at Leyden, some time before they embarked 
for New England. But he was decidedly with theitt 
in his religious opinions and views; and his intelli- 
gence ana talents qualified him to be eminently use>- 
^l in founding the colony, and in promoting its pros^ 
peritv. He had prudence and good judgment^ and 
coulu give advice ; he had resolution and' firmness, 
and was ever ready for action on all proper occasions^ 
He passed through a wilderness full of savag^s^, to 
.visit the sachem Massasoit, in his sickness ; he wex^ 
in an open boat to the eastern coasts, where the fis]|>- 
ing vessels from Europe resorted, to obtain proyisiom^ 
%Q prevent a famine anaong the people. He sailed 
twice to Engjiaiid; ^s ^e agent ox the colony, to o1[>- 
tain supplies, and p^y qld debts. As Governor i three 
years, he was judicious and impartial. The turbu- 
lent and vicious ^tood^n. awe of,hisrigl^tepus author- 
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ity ; rtnd the virtuous looked to him for favor or re- 
drests, and never sought it in vain. He was, a man 
of religion, or he could not have enjoyed the esteem 
and confidence of the company. When he visited 
England in 1654, he was employed by Cromwell as 
a commi;3sioner, to go with a fleet to Jamaica — and 
there fell a victim to disease, coq;imon in that warm 
climate. 

WINSLOW, Hov. JOSIAH was son of Edward, 
and born in Plymouth colony, 1628. He was well 
educated, but not in a college. At an early age, 25, 
he was chosen an assistant ; in 1673, on the death 
of Mr. Prence, he was elected governor; to which office 
he was annually chosen, till his death, in 1681. He 
had the reputation. of being the ''most accompilished 
gentleman in New England ;" king Charles IPs com-* 
Xaissioners being the judges. But no doubt, their 
opinion on this point was correct. Governor Wins* 
tow was commander-in-chief of the troops raised in 
1675, to defend the colony from the attacks of the 
Indian tribes ; who, at the instigation of the revenge^ 
ful Philip, were collecting from all parts to destroy 
the English plantations. Philip pretended, or rather 
others have pretended for him, that the English de- 
frauded him of his lands, or took possession of them 
by force. But there was no foundation for such a 
chai^. It was truly said by Winslow, '^ we do not 
claim an acre of land, not fairly purchased of th« 
Indians ; or for which we had not their free consent.^' 
l^esident John Adams, and James Otis, confirmed 
this statement in 1770. The charge was unfounded. 
It was mere pretence. But the detractors of the pious 
aod honest pilgrims have been too prone to repeat the 
accusation. Governor Josiah Wioslow was persoiH 
ally bind and friendly to the Indians in Plymouth 
eolony, and was always ready to acknowledge and 
r^iaj ibe kindness of Massasoit, But Philip was oC 
37 • 
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atibther «pif it ; and wbeft h^ foa^d his peipte d^ 
eteafiiag, or retiring, and the English iooreiuriiig) his 
tarue temper was raiised, and he resolv^ed to defttvoy 
the English, or to perish in the attempt* Goveitof 
Winslow was greatly beloved ; his piety and his M* 
dal virtues endeared him to the wlK)le colony. 

WINSLOW, Hon. ISAAC a son of Governor 
Josiah Winslow, and a native of Marsbfield, in the 
county of Plyrnoath, inherited the estate of his father, 
called Careswelly lyitignear the bounds of Do^t^ury^ 
first occupied by Governor Edward Winslow, as 
early as^ 1638. It is a large tract, containing many 
acres of sdtlt marsh ; and a part of the u^lamd is a 
rich soiL The £irm no\^, (1842,) belongs to Hon. 
Daniel Webster. Isaac Winslow inherited also the 
virtues of his ancestors, the two Governors, fie had 
a good education, but not at a college. He was 44 
a public- spirit, and much devoted to the intereMs of 
the colony. Bat in his day, it had become a pari of 
Massachusetts, and therefore needed )ess care of it^ 

Kmliar welfare. He had a seat in the House of 
I»resentatives several years; $knd afterwards at 
tfie Council Board, where he remained, by r^eated 
elections, longer than any other pei^son appears to 
have done ; and a^great part of the time, he was the 
sendOT member of the Board. He left a chariM^er^ 
for which the next generation cherished a high re- 
gard; a character for piety, integrity^ and beffisvo- 
lence, which was not surpassed by any one of his 
day* 

« • * ■ • • 

WINSLOWy MAJ0R43^iiBitAL JOHN WM^^a st)ti 
of Isaac; above named. He had the repatationof a^fi 
int^igfBUt and active y o^tmg inan ; and early engaged 
in themilitary semde of the province, being an offi* 
eier- of militia before the age of -thirty. Aftett' He 
reQiehed< the age of foi^y yealv, ' tlie«« wtetiB w%ir ho^ 
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mreeo Englaad and France fat a long periodL The 
fVench Chen had possession of Canada and Novn 
Sooiia ; and the New Engiand colonies, being connce^ 
ted with the foniwc governm^it, furnished troops to 
oet with the British^ during most of the campaign. 
General Winslow was engaged in ail these mUitary 
enterprises. He commanded the Massachusetts troops 
emidoyed in Nova Scotia, in 1755, and, in 1758 
and '59, w»9 Major-^General in the expedition against 
Canada* He was a brare and inteUigent oASmt, 
bat of a benevolent and compassionate spirit; and 
leadjr to extend all proper lenity to a conquered 
en^nj* When he commanded the New England 
troops at the northwest, in 1759, his officers and men 
objected to being mixed with the regular British 
army, or to bciing commanded by British officers, 
except ^s to Lord Loudon, the €ommander4nHehief 
of the whole. They wished to be separate, as far as 
posmUe, ooDsisteht with the order and arrangement 
of one army. Owing to the good management of 
Gteneral WiasAow, this wish of the provincial troops 
was conqplied with, without any detriment to the 
public service. General Winslow was president of 
the Old Colony Club, in 1769 ; formed for the purpose 
ef commemorating the characters and virtues of the 
first settlers of Plymouth ; and which is revived in 
the Pilgrim Society^ more recently established in that 
{dace. Oesieral Winslow retained his activity ai^ 
{Mromptness, and his peculiar decision of character, 
tiU his death ; which took place in 1774, at the »ge 
of seventy-three. The portraits of the ^wo governors, 
aAdof General Winslow and his son Isaac, who was 
an eastoint phymeiaii, are in the library roosi of the 
Massadbosetts Historical Society^ in Boston. Tlie 
two first wera taken in fingiand, in 3654, iby a 
popil of the celebrated Tandyka; not by Vandyke 
hfaasil^ as has beeb sometimes asserted. 
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WINTHROP, How. JOHN the first Governov <)f 
Massachusetts, possessed, in an eminent degree, the 
wisdom, pradence, firmness and public spirit, neces* 
sary in one at the head of a colony or Common- 
wealth ; especially, of one newly formed, and com* 
?>sed of persons of dififerent characters and views. 
|he greater number of the company by which Mas- 
sachusetts was settled, were indeed of sitnilar re« 
ligions. views, in their non-conformity to the rites 
and forms of the English Episcopal church ; but 
they dififered in many respects, as is always thecasei 
where men form their own opinions; and many, 
who were honest, set up to be teachers and gnides ; 
and others, who were intruders^ and came into the 
colony uninvited, were turbulent and unreaeonabls 
men ; so that great wis^Hn and prudence were 
essential in the chief ruler of the community. The 
Governor was indeed elected, annually, by themem^ 
bers of the company ; and had no authority but such 
as the laws which they enacted gave him, yet there 
is always much left to the discretion of the chief ex- 
ecutive officer ; and the administration of the laws 
freatly depends on him, as to whether it i^all be 
ighly promotive of the common weal; or ^'of the 
greatest good of the greatest number." Mr. Wior 
mrop was chosen Governor of the company, in Eng* 
land, in 1629, the year before he came to Massachu* 
setts, when it was resolved to transfer the charter ^ 
the company to the territory for which a patent had 
be^i granted ; in the room of Craddock, who was 
the first Governor of the company in England, and 
one of die original patentees, but who declined re*- 
moving to America. - Governor Wintlirop was ejected 
after 1630, the year of his arrival inL Massadhusetts^ 
the greater part of the time, till his death, in 164Q?«-* 
viz. for twelve years, in nineteen^ He had some 
enemies, but none but trifling efaaitges were made 
against him; and none of these even were proved. 
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At a magistrate, he was moist uporight and impartial, 
disereet find conciliating, yet firm and unwavering 
in a good cause. In that day of intolerance, he was 
far le^s severe and intolerant than other magistrates 
either in old or New England. Religion had a coU" 
trolling power over all his conduct; in no one was 
its all-pervading influence more visible or auspicious. 
Dudley and Haynes, and Endicott and Bellingham 
were men of religion, and generally exemplary in 
their conduct ; but they were not so uniformly cir*- 
cumspect, or correct in judgment. Governor Win* 
throp had a large estate, and therefore would give 
his time to the public with little compensation ; and 
what was granted him he received with reluctance. 
And when any proposed to make him presents, he 
declkied them, as it might have an influence on his 
judgment. He bad many trials while in public life, 
and some turbulent spirits to deal with ; but he 
acted with united firmness and moderation ; and the 
public peace was maintained. He was not infalli^ 
ble; but it is believed that he committed as few 
errors as any one so long clothed with authority. 
The company which arrived in June 1630, with 
Governor Winthrop, and which brought the patent 
and charter, consisted of fifteen hundred — trans- 
ported chiefly in fourteen large ships, hired for the 
purpose. Two other ships, which arrived after* 
waf ds, and one before, but in the same year, brought 
a few others for the colonyi These fifteen hundred 
^^'^ome say, sixteen hundred-^with one hundred, iu 
1628, under Endicot, and three hundred and thirty 
with Higginson, in 1629, made the colony two 
thousand and upwards, in 1630. The large com- 

ry settled at Cbarlestown, Boston, and vicinity^ 
1640, the whole number was twenty-one thouo 
•and ; many coming over in each and every yean 
And these, including the company at Plymouth, were 
all paritaas, or nonH^oaformists, (terms nearly syi> 
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nonytnous.) Their distinctive and peculiar principle 
was the sufficiency of the sacred scriptures as a 
guide and directory in reUgious concerns; and as 
the sole authority to which Christians might justly 
appeal. In less than fifty years from Luther, there 
was almost as much need of opposition to the estab- 
lished religious system in England, as when that 
great reformer protested against and denounced the 
errors and abuses of popery. From 1550 to 1585, 
when the puritdns were numerous in England, va*^ 
rious rites and forms were adopted by the ruling 
party, composed of clergy and statesmen, and made 
of necessary observation, under heavy and grievous 
penalties. The authority of the State was set up, 
m opposition to the scriptures, and the decision of 
the crown, supported by a bare majority of the 
bishops, enforced, whether agreeable to the plain 
commands of Christ and apostolic usage, or the re- 
verse. The conscientious could not endure '^ this 
anti-Christian yoke.'' Of this description of religious 
people were the puritans of Plymouth, and the non- 
conformists of Massachusetts; and so(m after the 
latter was settled, in 1630, they cordially united in 
all religious concerns and proceedings^ 

WINTHROP, Hon. JOHN F. R. S., son of the 
above named, came to Massachusetts in 1631. He 
received his education at Cambridge, England ; and 
then passed sometime on the continent of Europe. 
Soon after he arrived, he was chosen one of the 
board of assistants, then only twenty-four years of 
age. With a few others, he began a settlement at 
Ipswich — Agawam — but remained there only two 
or three years. He visited England in 1634, where 
he was persuaded to take the oversight of a proposed 
colony near the mouth of the Connecticut river. In 
1658, he was chosen Governor of the colony of Con- 
necticut. And at a later day, in 1661, after the resto* 
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ration of Charles II, again visited England, to solicit 
a charter for Connecticut and New Haven, united in 
one colony. He obtained a charter, with provisions 
more favorable, in some respects, to that colony, 
than- were contained in that for Massachusetts. He 
had the character of one of the most learned men of 
that day ; he was one of the founders or early mem- 
bers of the Royal Society of London, for the promo- 
tion of science. After his return from England, at 
this period, he was elected Governor of Connecticut, 
until his decease, in the year 1676 ; when attending 
a meeting of the commissioners of the four united 
New England colonies, to consult for the common 
defence, against the machinations of the Indians^ 
avho were conspiring under the influence of the sa- 
chem Philip^ to destroy all the English settlements 
in the country. He was then about the age of 
sixty-seven. 

WINTHROP, FITZ-JOHN P. R. S., was son 
of the former; and also chosen Governor of Con- 
necticut, at nine annual elections — from 1698 to 
1707— the year of his decease, being then sixty- 
eight years of age. It was proposed to him to join 
the New England troops, against Canada, in 1690, 
in which he had a commission as Major-General — 
but he did not engage in that expedition. 

WINTHROP, WAIT a brother of Pitz-John, 
was many years in public life, in Connecticut; He 
lived in Boston the last twenty-five years of his life; 
and Was sometime chief justice of the Superior 
Court in Massachusetts. He died in 1717, at the 
age of seventy-five. 

WINTHROP, Hon. JAMES of Cambridge, "was 
a son of Professor Winthrop; and received his first 
degree in Harvard College, in 1769*. He had the 
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duiTacter of a good general scholar, and attended to 
literary pursuits through life* He ranked with the 
first class of mathenaticiaas in the State ; and in 
philological studies, very few surpassed him. He 
understood the Chinese language. He attended to 
ecclesiastical history, and to ancient common histo* 
ry^ to elucidate the Scripture prophecies, a subject 
which engaged his particular attention, and on 
which he published some essays. His faith in the 
inqpiration of the sacred books of Christians was 
firm ; and to them he always appealed for religious 
truth. No one was a more intelligent reader oi the 
Bible^ than Mr. Winthrop. Though a young man 
in 1775, he was an ardent patriot — at a later period 
he was Register of Probate, and a Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas in Middlesex i County. He 
died in 1824, at the age of se\renty-tbree. 

WINTHROP, Hon. JOHN P. R. S. L L. D. a 
4e9ceDdant of Governor Winthrop, first named 
above, of the fifth generation, in the line of Adam, 
the third son of the Governor, had his education in 
Harvard College, with the class of 1732. His an- 
eeetcffs were all citizens of Boston, and all of the 
name of Adam. They w^re men of excellent 
charaoters ; and all, more or less time, in important 
stations in the province. Dr. Winthrop was early 
distinguished for his knowledge of ihathematics 
and astronoi;ny ; and was chosen professor in that 
department, at the age of twenty-six. hi the ac- 
qnirements he made in the physical sciences, he 
^excelled all his contemporaries in America; and his 
r^utatipn, as an astronomer, was very high in 
Europe. He corresponded with some oi the most 
scientific men in England ; and several productions 
of his no were publish^ in the volumes of the 
Royal Society in London. He had the honor of im 
ilifo that learned society ; and no one mors 



ioHK WISE. 446 

« 

justly merited the distincticm. Two comets appear- 
ed in the North American hemisphere in his time ; 
and he wrote largely and ingeniously on their oii^s, 
their periodical returns, and their probable sub- 
stances, origin, &C. And bis opinions and state- 
ments were usually founded on facts, or very strong 
probabilities, rather than in conjecture or mere 
theory. Dr. Winthrop was a popular lecturer, and 
high in the esteem with the students and the other 
instructors in the university. He also held civil 
office, being several years Judge of Probate for the 
county of Middlesex ; and the virttie of patriotism 
may likewise be justly claimed for him. He had 
the confidence of the leading whigs of 1770-1776, 
and often held a seat at the Council Board^ though 
sometimes negatived by the Governor^ He was one 
of the prud^it, as well as firm advocates for politi- 
cal liberty, at that memorable period* The ardor of 
some of the whigs of that day. Heeded the wisdcKn 
and caution of such men as Winlhrop, Bowdoin, 
and Dexter. Dr. Winthrop professed his faith in 
the Christian revelation ; and said, - that after all 
reason and philosophy could teach, there was no 
^^ sure and certain hope " of immortality, but by the 
gospel. 

WISE, Rev. JOHN was the minister of one of the 
societies in Ipswich, where be was settled in 1688, 
on the recommendation of the General Court. He 
had his public education in . Harvard College^ and 
was graduated in 1673. He continued in the min- 
istry, in Ipswich, till the time of his death, in 1725. 
He was a very athletic man, and '^ a famous wrest- 
ler." He was some years a deputy to the general 
assembly, about the time of Sir Eidmund And^Mi' 
tyrannical administration, which was from 1686 to 
1689. He opjiosed the collection of taxes arbitra^ity 
■ • • ■ ' 38 •• 
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impofled by Andf oi, without advice of consent of a 
Gweral Courts and was imprisoned for his opposi- 
te. But maay otbw gooa mea opposed tbe op- 
pressive measures of Sir Edmund. Mr. Wise as^t- 
ed in veorganissing the govemment of the Coimnon- 
wealth when Aadros was de{K>sed, in April 1689. 
And he also prosecuted chief justice Dudley, fo^ re- 
fusing hioa the privilege of habeas corpus, when he 
was impriscHied by tl^ unjast and illegal order of 
Andros. He was chaplain to the troops which went 
against Canada, in 1690. Mr. Wise wrote a vindi- 
•cation of the gov^nmeot of the churches in New 
ESngland. When near the close of life, he regretted 
that he had often been obliged to' engage in conten- 
•sions, eiUier pditical or ecclesiastical. But he 
added, that it was for truth and for right — and he 
could say, that he had fought a gwd fight When 
it was objected, that in his treatise on church gov- 
ernment, be had allowed too much power to the 
brethren, he replied, ^' it is best to concede to them x 
in theory, for the clergy will then really have more 
inflttenoe with them.'' 

WISWALL, Rbv. ICHABOD was the settled 
minister of Duxbury, from 1676 to 1697. He was 
a native of Dorchester ; and a student in Harvard 
College three years ; but did not receive a degree in 
fona. While he was a member of the college^ t^ 
time required to be passed in studies there, was 
changed from three years to four — and his class 
jptfused to stay more than three ; as that was the 
term required when they entered the college. Mr. 
Wiswall was a good scholar, and a learned theolo- 

r. He was in college during the presidency of 
Chauncy. His character was that of a nuld^ 
conciliating man ; add his people were much at* 
tallied to him. He was appointed by the govern- 
ment of Plymouth colony in 1689, an agent to attend 
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to its interests in England. His church were op- 
j>osed at first; but consented, after some consulta* 
tion, for the go6d of the colony. When in England^ 
he opposed, as he was instructed, the union of Ply- 
mouth with Massachusetts. But the king and his 
ministers overruled his plea, and ordered the two 
coloiiies, with Maine, and the Vineyard, to be united 
in one province. Mr. Wiswall prepared several 
young men for college. His school was noted in 
that day ; and he received a small sum from the 
public income, for several years. He was succeeded 
m the ministry in Duxbury by Mr. Robinson, before 
noticed in this volume. Mr. Wiswall was the third 
settled minister of Duxbury. The first was Ralph 
Partridge, from 1637 to 1657 ; the second, John 
Holmes, from 1660 to 1676. 
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The ibllowing articles were casually omitled in^ 
aertion in their alphabetical order : 

AMES, Hon. FISHER LL. D. wbs a native of 
Dedham, son of a respectable jdiysician of that 
place* He received his public education in Harvard 
CkHilege, with the da^s c^ 1774, at the age of seven* 
leen, about two y«ars younger than the greater 
l^unaber of studmts there educated. The war 
which soon occurred, was unfavorable to the s«u> 
oessful cultivation of letters. The regular studies 
were often and long' interrupted in 1775, '76, '77, 
Skud '78. But young Anies was fond of books, and 
bad an uncommon thirst for knowledge ; and madd 
gocfd progress in the studies usual in the college, 
with all these interruptions and obstacles* At aOb 
eariy age, he gave indications of genius; so, tb^T 
though he was rather a studious man, it was no< 
necessary for him to be always over his books. Mr* 
Ames studied law with Judge Tudor, who was an. 
elegant scholar, as well as a sound lawyer ; and» 
peraaps, his peculiar taste for polite literature, and 
bis e;xcellence in English composition and writing, 
may be in ^orne measure owing to his legal instruct* 
or aind companipn. Mr. Ames v was popular as a 
lawyer, and had an extensive business soon after he 
eD|faged in the practice* He was also early distim 
guashed for his el^;aiU language, and a beautiful 
stgrto of writings It wm ^^awing, bnl opt 4iSm§ ; 
38* 
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rich in fignrea and inustrations, withoat being in^ 
flatod, or orerloaded with ornament. And his ex^ 
lemporaneous speaking, and even his common con- 
Tersation, might be thus characteriased. It was not 
studied, or artificial $ it a]^)6ared perfectly natural 
and easy ; and his sentiments were correct and pure, 
and often original, though not startling. He was a 
distinguished member of the convention, in Massa- 
4diusetCB, for adopting Ae federal constitutiDin, in 
1788. He ranked among the five or six ablest mea 
in that assembly ; and Bowdoin, Strong, Chief Jus- 
tice Gushing, Theo. Parsons, G. Cabot, Chief 
Justice Dana, were thee^.^ In 1789, he waft- chdien 
a representative to Congress for Suffolk, before Nor^ 
folk county was set off. And he was chosen a 
member for three sucee^sive terms. He was the 
most eloquent man in Congress; His speech in 
feference to the Jay treaty, in 1794, was the mostt 
powerful and effective, probably, ever delivered in 
the legislative hall of the nation. Soon after tbiSi 
his health became feeble, and he declined puMio 
life; except that one year he consented to hold a 
seat m the Council, when Gk>vernor Strong was in 
the chair. Byrequelft of the General Court, he de« 
Kvered an eulogy on the character of General 
Washington, who died in December 1790^ Mr. 
Ames wrote frequently in the newspapers on politi* 
cal subjects. - He was early alarmed by the o^eessesr 
cf the French revolution, and the rapid strides' of 
jacobinism, ot ultra democracy in the United States. 
Some accused him of being ah enemy to republic 
canism. But he said thete ^ras a drSerente betW^een^ 
r^pubHcanism and ntreme democracy. To lJb» 
latter he objected', as -he believed it would end in 
ittDDaTdliy ^ font ikthe former, be was a si&cii% 
friend aiid 'advocate. He died July 4, 16(^, at the 
aige of &hy*iwoy He was oon temporary and* in<iA 
mAle with Judge Ttlddr^ Jndge PauMi) lUrv. * Jehtf 



Clurk,- IUt. Jdbn EKot, Rev. James Freetnan, Hbn. 
Samuel Dexter, Hon. H. O. Otis — who^ forty-rfiire 
and fifty yeats ago, formed a literary GOBBtc^llktionj 
ftot riiiee surpassed ; probably not equalled. Mr« 
Jfmes receited the honorary degree of L L. D.' from 
the coik^ at Princeton, in New Jersey ; and iii 
1806, on the death of Rev. Dr. Willard, was eleofed 

Sesid^nt of Harrard University, but did not aceeplf. 
r. Ames had the diaracter of a man of piety atid 
teMgion; and his life afforded proof of the sincerity 
of his faith ia the Christian revelation. 

BIGELOW, OoLokfiL TIMOTHY was an inhaV 
ilant of Woreester, and early took a decided pari 
with the whrgs ef Massachusetts, in opposing the 
arbitrary measures of the British administratiotli, iii 
ir70-1775. Be was^ a mehiber of the convention itf 
Woreester county, in August and September, 1774,' 
tb consult for the oommon wdfare, and for thede^ 
Imce and preservation of civil liberty. There was- 
then a large body of British troops in Boston, ready 
to enforce the oppressive acts of the British Pariia-^ 
ment, and to put down all efforts in favor of an^enlf 
righta A happy influence was produced by the reU 
ports and resolutions of that convention, by enl'^ht'- 
enfaig and uniting the Common people in that part of 
the ceuntryv Mr. Bigelow was oneof the mosteffi-^ 
otent m^nbers of that conventiofi. The town also' 
cbowe htm a delegate to attend the several provi^iaV 
(^Jengresses. of Massachusetts, in October 1774; in * 
Febraary and in May 1775. These conventions' 
were highly important, at that very alarming p^iod, 
for spreading correct information, for' uniting air 
classes through the province, and for preparing some 
plaa or system 'for- defence, if attacked by the British- 
tioops, then in the capital. Not only weref the 
mMaiiieS/of the miawtry in Eagland yeVy oi^fMssive,' 
ia that ltt^er4atiaa wwo'laid, ta raise a reVsnbe'itr 



419 .imiMftr niwuw. 

the proviMe^ whkli wm to' be wholly oipplied tti^ di« 

rapport of the Bxiush gov.^nmeol aod its officeia; 

bat a Uj^o bodjr of troops was stationed m the 

province, in a time of peace ; the port of Boston was 

abut up, and all navigation eju^luded ; the cdtizens, 

cbarged with evading tbe oustom-honse laws, to be 

tnoisported to Engbiiid for trial; and Uie couasellon^ 

which oompoaed ona brancb of tbe legislature, to be 

appointed by the crown, instesd of an election by 

the representatives of the people, as provided by the 

charter. These were the principal grievances; to 

which should be added, the claim of Parliament to 

make uU laws binding on the subjects in the province ; 

thus rendering the provincial legislature nugatory 

and useless. The determination of the people was 

to act on the defensive. This is their lapgiiiage, in 

tbe beginning of 1775. '' In case the petition of tbe 

Oootinental Coograsa should not be attepded ta, and 

the* lomistry should resolve to deprive us of our rigbta 

atid property, by a military force, we hold ourselves 

oblig^ to defend tbem at the poiot of the sword.'' 

When hostilities were begun by the British troops, 

by .aa attack on the people at Lexington and C<m« 

C^rd, April 1775, Mr. Bigelow was appointed a 

OMijor in one of the regiments ordered to be raised, 

and marched to Cambridge, under General Ward« 

Bfi accompanied General Arnold, under a similar 

commission, to Canada, by the -way of KeunebeC) in 

tbe jEaJl of 1775, and was there taken prisoner, with 

several others. The object was to take Cluebec,a<Ml 

tbup 4eatroy tbe British power m Csaiada* Ajad it 

wa^ expected tba^.tbe Canadians. generally would 

join tbe odieriCpIonies in opposition to the measurea 

of (be parent. ffovernm^nt* He. was exchanged in 

tbe:courseof tlie. following winter or spring { and 

w^ app<»inted a colonel in 1776, to command a rpgi* ' 

rami uiq^ie oommeoM arpiiy, but> of the Massaab^^ 

s^tti tone. : TJm^ wem .ai^taw jr<igiiMnA,Mi«»4 in 



IM^saeh'Qsetts; in 1776 aad 1777, besides aYegimeiit* 
-of artillery, and two regtmehts of State troops, for 
the defence of the sea eoasts. Colonel Bigelow eon-- 
timiM in the army to^'the close of th^ war; and s^s*-* 
tailed the character trf* a brave and active officer.^ 
Ete possessed strong potwievs of mind, and good judg^ 
meni, as may appear from: the confidence reposed in > 
him 4y his fellow townsmen, in choosing him to act; 
f(Nr them in the convention of 1774, and in the pro-» 
Tineial.eongress' afterwards, repeatedly, in 1774 and- 
1775. Colonel Bigelow died in 1796, at the age of 
fifty-two. 

* t -■•.;€ ■■ ,' 

'BIQELOW, How. TIMOTHY a son of Colonrfi 
T.'Sigelo^, received his •poUrc education in Har-< 
Va^d'GoUegb, twi'th the >olass of 17B6: and he wad 
amongltlie ficst scholak^ im the class. He studied 
la^, and began 'the pradticQ in Groton, in the connty^ 
of Middlesex.' His cateer, as a lawyer, was:brilliant 
aid smicessfal. He had an extensive practice ; and 
wa^ considered one of ' the ablest attomies in the' 
State of Massachusetts. His legal knowledge was' 
snperioik to mostiof :hi8 age; and he was eloqoent 
aoad inipresaive^ as an adwcate. Mr; Bigelow early 
oagageddnpoiitidsEi'life, though the business of hid' 
prmesnon occupied tiie greater portion of hts titoel 
1%e:Mbject 6f politics is always interesting in a free 
government ; and every intelligent citizen will take 
^ paffi in -the disputes agitated, and the measures' 
addpited oriptoposed.' After- 17d0, the state of politic; 
cai plrtfeft waalsuch^f that every one Was desirous 
to inquire, and to give an opinion, <hi one side ortfi^ 
other. Mr. Bigelow .had a seat in the legislature 
soon alter be was thirty ; and'contintied in the Gen* 
enA 0>urt-th&.gteater p^rt of the time afterward, t^l ' 
hta death in 'IS^L- 'He was* several times Speaks 
oflheHodse; and presided with great intelKgenea 
aald pDtaiptnessi- « neataahad a seat in the ^ Senate, : 
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wd at th» Oounca BoaiidL He belMgedb t<v ifce^ 
Wtahiogloix school of polidciaBft; and zealously 
sappoTt^ the meaeares pveppsed bjr the friends of 
IhaA gieat pajtdot, Mr. Bigelow wmte with ability) 
aad. ia a correct and pure style. Several of fais^ 
speeches and reports, aa welt as] oratilms on' public* 
occasions, wene published' ; and are. still mad wi^ 
approbation, by men of taste^ and. who^ have politieal 
"mifs saniilas to those which he. expsessedi Sfr^ 
Bigelow died at the ageof fifiy^fborv after somejreara 
of very infirm health. 

BRADBURY, Hon. THEOPHILUS of New- 
hiicy port,, received his edticalion in Bbrvard (Col- 
lege, wJieie he was graduatedJa 17^7. Hb' studied 
latw, and. settled, ia PortliiiH]; (tben Fallnouth,)' 
Msilfts, in 176L Soon, after the ttavoluiion b^an, 
hfa returned to. Newburypoct; sjud there aflerwaidsi 
midlsd, with a good share, of practise, and^ with a 
high reputatiqn both for integrity and legal knowl* 
crigB. He had a seat in the legidiature of Massachu** 
e^ie, for several years ; as a repcesentative ffonr 
Iliawburyport^ and a£i.a senator firottx Essex county. 
hki 1796^ he wasiolected a. member of Gongresa; and- 
ia 1797 was. appointed an sMSSociSaxe justice of ' Ae> 
Sttpeeme Judicial Oourt of Massadfu setts; au.ap«* 
XMiiatment given to none bat; abk.aiul learned law<« 
ymUf and upright and) faonoraUe men^ in bis^ 
family, Jiodge Bradbury was^a pattern of virtue and: 
ptDpriety.; and alwayjEkexfaibitea an exaooiple waofr^hy 
ofiimitatioB by his. fellow citizmi^. Hedied inlSOSy' 
al.the age of sixty^-six. 

.COPLEY, JOHN< S. was a native of Bftston.;* 
bom in 173& He early eachib^ted a; taste aad^talent* 
for portrait painting; and belbfe h& had sesa andi 
esarained. any worka of tbe »a9tto^of theari^ he* 
the likeneesesiofi sometleiends.; apitliat he 



tniglA, pefhaps, bb said 16 be sd&iaught. In 1774, 
he weal to Itoly, ifor the sake of imj^vement in ihe 
art !he liad dioien. When he was ^!>n bis k^etiMrii, in 
Ea^haid, in 1776, he there met hte family; a«d 
ifaerefoire did not visit America. The war <k the 
BsTolutiofi probably prevented. One of his 'first 
piol^iires pamted in England, was. the rescue ct a 
young mafn fvom a shatk, in a river near Charleston^ 
•S. G. The painting of Lord Chatham, in the Horuse 
-of Poers, when he made a celebrated speech in favor 
of America, was his chef-iPoBUvre: and gained fca 
turn the highest praise. He painted sevei'al hiv- 
•tflvioal pieces, which have been much celebrated. 
The portraits taken by him, before he went lo Eu- 
rope, were considered excellent likenesses. He im- 
proved afterwards in his drapery and coloring. 
Among the portraits painted by Copley, In Boston) 
the following are veooUected — Gov. Samuel Adams, 
ThmnjBis Hancock and Lady, W. N. Boylston, Judge 
Tyng, Judge Fpster, Mra D. Sargent, senior. 

DEVENS, RICHARD a citizen of Charlestown, 
was ene of the early and decided friends of dvit 
Uberty, ioi 177l». He was an intelligent medbanie^ 
hy tttide a cooper ; and, though not a very learned 
InsM, he was like the great majority of the citizens 
of New Ekigland) well informed on the nature of 
leivil gdvernment, and of constitutional rights. He 
^vali one of the (owe delegates from Charlestowu to 
Ibe GonventioQ in the county of Middlesex, September 
1774 ; «nd a delegate to the provincial Congresses of 
MsMitteiiuietts, in October 1774, and in February 
1775. Mr. Devens was also one of the committee 
jo{' 9a&ty, t» 177$) of, which General Warren was 
chaifnaiiv It bikd executive powers of great extevk 
tn Junej 1775, be '^j^ appointed a commissaity foft 
l^e troops collected at Cfambridge under t^euerifid 
Ward; who conunanded there tUl General Wa^bif 
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ington arrired, Ihe 2d of July. He postoessed in a 
high degree the cdofidMee of his fellow cttizeas ; 
aad in all the important. stations, which he held, he 
conducted with fidelity and energy. He had the 
character of an ardent patriot; and he made great 
sacrifices, as did many others, for the cause c^Jiherty 
and the country. The inhabitanta of Gharlestown 
and Boston suffered more than May others by the loss 
ctf property in 1775. Gorbam^ -Foster, Cheever,.Har- 
ris. Miller, and Frothingham, citizens of Charles- 
town, were men of influence on the side of liberty, 
at that critical period. Mr. Devens liv^ to the- age 
of eighty-six, and died in 1807. He often repre^ 
aented his native town in the General Court#^ 

HARVARD, Rev. JOHN came over to Maissacbu- 
setts, and settled in Charlestown, . in 1637. He 
preached there and performed other duties as. a 
Christian minister ;. but it does not appear that he 
was ordained or settled as the. regular and ■ perma- 
nent pastor of tbe church. He survived only one 
year after his arrival. He possessed a considerable 
estate ; the half of which he bequeathed .to the 
school at Cambridge, founded in 1636, by^ the civil 
Authority, of the colony, at. the request, or with the 
special approbation of die clergy. The govenuauent 
granted a tract of land for the support of the in* 
atructer, and appropriated the proceeds of the feny 
between Boston land Cbarlestowji for. the same lau- 
dable purpose. But neither of these yielded m^ieh 
income. The gift of Mr.- Harvard was a great bbozl 
to the seminary ; . and it ^^as .afterwards ^called a 

*T1I#- number of AmerieaAii kfiiled, 'Ai»a 19^ IVrs^ynM Ibrlfs 
Bine, and WQunded for|j-oii^-r4»d of , Briftiiby'soBie aeo^iwlB gnre 
oae hundred killed* and two hapdred and eighty woimded. On 17th 
Janej about three handred Amer^ans killed and wounded ; and of 
Brftbh, fourteen hundred &nd skty-^-or seTenteen handred, as some 
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edilege, with the ^pptSUtif^ of hi? name* A^lamge 
buihliiig ^as sooa a^f isrectsd f<»r the accommoda* 
tidnof lbs stuitentfl; aod several other iadiYiduala 
taiado donationsy within a few years. Sir Richard 
Snltoiftstall, aad Captain Robert Keayne were of the 
amnben The measoory of Mr. Harvard was cher^ 
i^bed by the |»eopk of Charlestown, as a man of 
piely and beoeiroleace ; and it must always be 
precious with tto friends of learning and i^eUgion in 
Ne^t Ei^labd. It is supposed Mr. Harvard left a 
Widow^ to whom he ga^e tke rest of his estate ; but 
chiMren. 



PAINE^ HdM. ELIJAH L L. D. was a native of 
Mossaehueetts, and reoeived his public education in 
Harvard OoU^e, with th^e class of 178i. He re- 
flK>TOd to Tertnont ia 1786, and entered on the prac- 
tise -of ike law. He was sooa after appointed a 
jttdge of the Ooturt in that State. There were then 
aviery few men ^of public ^uci^Vm in the State. Ex* 
o^ Ae defgymei), only nine pecsons who were citi* 
498918 had been educated in a college. The State of 
¥ermoQt was fiot admdtied inio the federal union 
«tittil liTdl ; and Mc. Paine was sepn after elected to 
ibe Senate of the' United States. In 1800, he was 
aqppdidted judge of the Pistrict Court of the United 
Stafes £3t Yetmont Tbis statiea he filled till 
Murdi 1842, when he voluntarily lesigned it, on ao* 
-cdant of tin anfinnlkbiee ttf age. He survived only a 
few months ; and at his decease he was more thaa 
eighty. Mr. Paine had the ' character of a learned 
am 'iipr^ht judge. Hki talmtfi Were radiof Bolid 
•tban bttttiant ; and he was better qualified for a jit- 
Mwd ^tartien, 'ihaA iipr a euccessful advocate.; but 
JA 'both he wa* sedpedaUe. His principles were not- 
(gtciyimi his oonduot eaoemplary, both as a common 
9Diti2san «Bd a ipteblic officer. His particular friends 
lalwa^TMq^dM lumiwitbsittch eeteejuand afeotiM. 
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PORTER, Rby. EUPHALET D. D. was a a 
of Rer. John Porter, minister in the north part 
Bridge water, Massachusetts ; and received his pi; 
lie education in Harvard College, with ibe class 
1777. In 1782, he was ordained pastor of the fi 
congregational church and society in Roxbury, 
successor to the Rev. Amos Adams, the former m 
ister of that society. Dr. Porter was not imposi 
in his manners, nor did he as a preacher excite grc 
admiration from common people, or make a sudd . 
and strong impression by a single discourse, i 
talents could not be said to be brilliant But ' 
sermons were well studied, argumentative, metho 
cal, and not without a good effect with those t« 
closely attended. His language was correct and 
pure, and his compositions discovered a chastened 
taste. He had carefully and impartially studied the 
scriptures, and made the sacred volume his standard 
and guide in theology. It was, therefore, to be ex- 
pected that he would differ somewhat from the ma* 
^ority, and from those who made ^iny human system 
of faith their authority or directory. In the deport- 
ment of Dr. Porter there was great simplicity. He 
was modest and unassuming; and in his religious 
views, he was liberal and tolerant. Dr. Porter died 
in 1836, at the age of seventy-^ight. Several of his 
occasional discourses were published, and are hon- 
orable to his character as a scholar, an independent 
inquirer, and a man of sound, discriminating judg-* 
ment. 

SMYBERT, JOHN au eminent portrait painter, 
was several years in Massachusetts. : He was a na- 
tive of Edinburgh, Scotland, and spent sometime in 
Italy, be'fore he came to New England. He aoemn* 
panied Bishop Berkely, who came to NewpoTt, in 
1727-8, and passed a few years in this country, and 
then returned. Smybert bad been four jweiwrs m 
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Italy r and spent a part of the time in copying the 
paintings of Titian, Raphael, Vandyke, &c. One 
of his most finished pieces is the copy of Vandyke's 
Cardinal Bentevoglio. Smybert soon settled in 
Boston,' and there married. He died about 1751. Otie 
of his sons was a young man of great promise, and 
died while a member of Harvard College. H^ also ' 
had a talent for painting. Many likenesses were 
taken by Smybert of distinguished or opulent per- , 
sons in Boston ; some of which may still be found 
in the city. It has been supposed that Copley de- 
rived benefit from an inspection of his portraits; 
but he was not under his instruction ; though some- 
time his contemporary. He wa)3 the architect of 
Faneuil Hall, when first built 

STEWART, GILBERT was bom at Newport, 
in Rhode Island ; and early discovered extraordinary 
talents for painting. In 1784, when he was about 
twenty-six years of age, he went to England ; and 
was there under the instructions of the celebrated 
Benjamin West, a native of Pennsylvania, who had 
settled in London some year^. before. Mr. Stewart 
made great improvements in his art, in a short time ; 
and as a portrait painter soon excelled his instructor. 
His fame was great in Eng:land ; but he had strong 
inducements to return to his native country, which 
he did, in 1790. He passed some time in New 
York, Philadelphia, Newport, and in Boston, where 
he spent the last fifteen years of his life. His busi- 
ness in the ingenuous art which he professed, and in 
which he was surpassed by none, was very great in 
Boston, for several years : and, but for his infirmir 
ties, in the latter period of his life, must have been 
highly lucrative. Mr. Stewart died in 18@8, at the 
age of seventy. 

STILE^ Rev. EZRA D. D. L L. D. received 
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bis public edacation in Yale College, in 1746. B^^ 
was sometime a tutor in the collie, tt hen be aettledV. 
as the pastor of a Cburch in Newport, Bhode Island. 
On tbe decease of ReT* Dr. Dagjet, he was elected 
president of Yale College, and ccmtinued in that - 
station till bis death in 179{^,'at tbe age of sixty- 
seTen. ^He was also professor of ecclesiastical bis*- 
tory. He was always a diligent student ; and had 
the character of extensive learning. While {fiastor 
of a Churchy be devoted himself to its dutie9» and 
was an able and useful preacher. When a young 
man be bad sceptical doubts ; but he honestly in-' 
quired, and became a ratjopal and firm believer in 
the Christian religion. " His faith therefore, waa a 
personal thing ; not derived merely from eduoatioil 
or authority. 'He preferred the Congregational 
forms tmd discipline to all others. In oriental Uter a- 
ture none surpassed him, and he was a good geoera) 
scholar. He presided over the celle^ with dignity 
and fidelity ; and his administration was ft tinie of 
prosperity in that seminary* 
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86 For Samnel, read Lemuel Brjant 
1^2 Dr. Cutler died in 1823, aged a^Tea^-iuiie. 
It4 Fvr AtKftnian, nad Atbaoafian. 
B4S Dr. Reed died ia 1S81» e^d 0eYQB^*mae. 
865 Nathaniel and Ezekiel Rogers* Telativea but not brothers. 
S92 Rev. Tho. Thacher died in 1812, aged fifty-^iz. 
4S8 Rev. C. Tamer died in 1818, aged eiglity-MZ. 
411 Odier migeonf-^I. f oittfv W. HMtingn. % Cl«ld| J. TbM^lMr, 

D. Jeoes, J. ». WMtweU, J. Fidk*. U. fitmte, &. ^Finley^ J« 
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CONVENTION in Essex, in 1774 143 

CREEDS and forms improper, the bible the only rule 416 

DUNSTABLE, early settlement of 408 

DORCHESTER, church the third 435 
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FAMILY Government, evils of negleeting it 242 
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GREEK Language, Rev. Dr. Bendey ezeelled in it 66 

HANCOCK, JOHN made very great sacrifices in the eanse of liberty 217 
HARVARD COLLEGE, 145 or 150 of the Alumni engaged in Rev- 
olutionary contest 225 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY of Masiachnietts founded by Rev. Dr. 

Belknap , ^ 171 

HOLMES' ANNALS ................ 233 

HUBBARD'S HISTORY 240 

HUMPHREYS, D. a poet :::..... 241 

HUTCHINSON'S HISTORY valuable^ but not satisftietory . . 246 
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UflKLAND, R6T. SAMUEL miMioMry to Om fix amtUiM of 

ludiami 256 

LAWYERS, most of them advocates for civil liberty 17 

" few in General Court formerly 347 

LEGAL PREACHERS 90 435 

LEXINGTON and Concord, killed and wounded 466 

LEYDEN CHURCH and Company, expense and difficulty of 

£rocuring a patent 97 162 168 
TY and necessity, moral 426 427 

" civil, friends of, in Mass.. in 1660 220 

" in 1775, to be maintained by an army 223 

LOUrSBURG, capture of . . . , ^ . . . 
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MARIETTA, on the Ohio, settled 406 

MASSACRE in Boston, March 5, 1770 126 

MASSACHUSETTS' CHARTER defended by J. Dummer . . 152 
MECHANICS ofBoston, friends of civil liberty in 1775 .... 349 

MEDICAL SOCIETY 402 

MERCHANTS ofBoston, honorable and liberal 37 325 

MINUTE MEN, companies of, in 1774 27 

MILITIA REGIMENTS in 1775 ... ; 225 

MILITARY COMPANY, Ancient and Honorable ....... 253 

MOBS and Riots, disapproved 292 

NAVY of U.S., G.Cabot first Secretary 94 

" in 1775 235282283 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, some of the Governors . . . . > 58 422 4^ 

OFFICERS in Revolution, some inibrmer Erench war . 343 393 417 

** '' returned home poor 332 406 

OGLETHORPE, General his life by Dr. Harris 219 

PEACE SOCIETY 262 

PAPER MONEY 390 414 

PERSECUTIONS by puritans in New Endand 151 

PATRIOTS of 1775, Joseph Warren one of the most devoted and 

ardent 420 

** ** many died poor 430 

PHILIP. Sachem officers m the war with him 104 

PLYMOUTH Colony settled 76 

** . church, the first in New England 352 435 

POOR ofBoston, religious' instruction of 400 

PRINTING PRESS, fiist used in 1639 207 

PRINTERS, early, of name of Green -.208 

PROFESSIONAL youn^ men have time for aiding in plans of 

education and chanty 196 

PURITAN Clergy's petition for toleration, in 1583 81 

*' Ministers, 2000 deprived, in 1662 91 

" persecutions, id New England, by them 151 

" their opinions 416 

QUAKERS, or Friends, most of them opposed to war .... 373 
" some allow of defensive war ^3 
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MB YOLiJTIONAR Y WAR, defeotire-} ia mpport of civil rtgbti iiid 

liberties long eqjoyed 8 

" justifedftad rappoifted bv th« elei^ . 
'^ mmber of regimenti in iTtd .... 
'^ Bopportedby TooDgmeiiofodfeieBtion; 44 

" some of the oattl^ of > 

** leaders ia, pnalctot and teamed, as vf%\\ «s 

- sealous . 145 

^ emioeotpatrfotsor, fory^att . . 188 

RELIGIOUS toleration, Temarkt of Gov. Haynes to Roger Williami 

RIGHTS of the Colonies ^ 

RIOTS and mobs, few in Boston, in 1774 and 1775 ...... 

ROBINSOM'S ehnreh, in England, Holland, &e 

" eharaeler 

SEVIEW, North Ameriean 
OTAL SOCffiTT of London, members of 7S 

ROGERS, Ecekiel and NaAaniel, relatives bat aot brotbets . . . 
EUMFORD, Cooat, a friend and fellow student of Laoini Bddwin . 

SALEM Choreh the second in New England 

iBALTONSTALL, GoTernor of Connecticut, ehoaen whfla anor- 

' dained minister •• 

8CITUATE early settled . . . . • 

SLAVERY in North West territory goarded against by Mr. Dane . 

" early condemned 

SURGEONS in the army of the RevoloUon 
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THEOLOGY, dogmatic or systematic, tti iiffSi as MSboiaalic atod 

metaphysical, oiien injurious, and seldom necessary 164 T 

**" dispttt^ in -.....*' 

TOLERATION 117 

TRUMBULL and Hutchinson, govenors, -classmates, -bat of oppo» 
iite'pdlitics 

UNITAiUAN ^mh, an eiriy one ...... ^ . . 4dl 

WHITFIELD, Rav.<3eorge.x>ppdil6dby moM of the 'clergy in Maa- 

^achnsetts,'at his first visit A* !S? 

" On his first visit, very cenaorioos ...... 9o9 w 

WITCHCRAFT in MaBMchuaetts 9S0 
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